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Government and Veterans Affairs Committee 
Fort Union, State Capitol 

HB 1169  
1/17/2019 

30978 
 

☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

Committee Clerk:  Carmen Hart 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to annual observance of Patriots’ Day 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachments 1, 2, 3 

 
Chairman Kasper opened the hearing on HB 1169.  Discussion of upcoming meetings and 
format of subcommittees was held. 
 
Rep. Schauer appeared in support.  Attachment 1 (4:07-7:09).   He also read an excerpt 
from a book called The Crossing (7:10-8:11).  Then he continued on with Attachment 1 (8:27-
10:37). 
 
Rep. Laning:  Your intention is to have this as an unpaid holiday.  Is it your intention that 
personnel would be able to take this day off from work or is this more of a commemorative 
day of recognition? 
 
Rep. Schauer: Yes, it would be more commemorative. 
 
Rep. Louser:  I did some quick research on how Patriots’ Day is observed in Massachusetts.  
It looks like that is where it originated.  Some government entities are closed in that state.  Is 
it correct that our courts and the registry of motor vehicle are not to be closed?    
 
Rep. Schauer:  Correct. 
 
Jim Nelson, ND Veterans’ Legislative Council, appeared in support.  Attachment 2.  
(12:59-16:13) 
 
Lonnie Wangen, Commissioner of ND Veterans’ Affairs, appeared in support.  This is a 
great way to remember the wars that we have had in the past.  The education and knowledge 
of our history is very important.  I ask the committee to add a proclamation from the governor. 
 
Chairman Kasper closed the hearing. 
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A subcommittee was formed consisting of Reps. Schauer, Schneider, and Hoverson to add 
a proclamation.    
 
Chairman Kasper:  I think we also need to address another amendment to this bill to make 
it clear whether it is open or closed with pay.  Seth, the law intern, just handed out Attachment 
3 which is the chapter in the code on holidays. 
 
Rep. Laning:  The reality is holidays are very expensive if they have closed doors with pay 
for employees.  I personally think we are jeopardizing the success of this bill if we try to make 
a paid holiday out of this. 
 
Chairman Kasper:  Good observation. 
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HB 1169 
1/17/2019 

31000 
 

☒ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

Committee Clerk:  Carmen Hart 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to annual observance of Patriots’ Day 
 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Subcommittee of Rep. Schauer, Rep. Hoverson and Rep. Schneider met.   
 
Rep. Schauer:  I met with Claire Ness in Legislative Council.  I told her about the two 
requests.  One would be to make sure the writing is on the open holiday, meaning that there 
would be no requirements for businesses and the state to close.  The second would be the 
governor’s proclamation.  We are waiting for that amended bill, and we should be good to 
go.  Claire also stated that we the House people tell the governor what to do, and he does it.   
 
Rep. Hoverson:  I am supportive of both requests. 
 
Rep. Schneider:  The governor’s office has a proclamation clerk, and she is pretty good 
about getting it on the calendar. 
 
There was discussion about having Rep. Hoverson taking the bill to the governor’s office 
after action has taken by the full committee.   
 
The subcommittee meeting was closed. 
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31046 
 

☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

Committee Clerk: Carmen Hart 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to annual observance of Patriots’ Day 
 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Chairman Kasper opened the meeting on HB 1169. 

 
Rep. Hoverson:   We do not need an amendment.  We did decide it would be an open 
holiday, and after the vote I would carry this to the governor’s clerk who deals with 
proclamations.  I would do that today to give them time, and we would let them know that this 
hasn’t cleared the House floor yet but would give them time to prepare if they so choose. 
 
Rep. Schneider:  If GVA feels we need to specify it as an open holiday, we can, but it looks 
like in the code that anything that is not specified as a closed holiday is an open holiday. 
 
Rep. Karls:  I heard on the radio, some other bill proposes a Horse Day. 
 
Rep. C. Johnson:  How many more days are we going to have honor and commemorate 
with other groups coming forward with bills?  
 
Chairman Kasper:  This is a little bit different with patriots versus horses.  As we know, after 
today the bills are done unless they have a delayed bills committee that allows it. 
 
Rep. Hoverson made a motion for a DO PASS. 
 
Rep. Schneider seconded the motion. 
 
Rep. B. Koppelman:  I am totally open to considering any other holidays that had something 
to do with before 1780. 
 
A roll call vote was taken.  13-0, 1 absent. 
 
Rep. Hoverson will carry the bill. 
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31405 
 

☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

      Committee Clerk Signature Carmen Hart 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to annual observance of Patriots’ Day 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachment 1 

 
Chairman Kasper opened the meeting on HB 1169.  This was referred back to our 
committee, because Rep. Schauer had been working on an amendment and was gone last 
Friday, and we inadvertently took action on the bill and sent it up as a do pass.   
 
Rep. B. Koppelman made a motion to accept and reconsider our actions on HB 1169. 
 
Vice Chair Steiner seconded the motion. 
 
Voice vote.  Motion carries. 
 
Rep. Schauer went over the amendment.  Attachment 1.  I would make a motion that we 
adopt amendment 19.0694.01002. 
 
Rep. Schneider seconded the motion. 
 
Chairman Kasper:  Did you talk to the governor’s office, or are we going to direct the 
governor to do it? 
 
Rep. Hoverson:  We did just make it a request.  We did not want to make it a requirement. 
 
Rep. B. Koppelman:  I don’t think that this is well overreaching in any way for us to direct 
the governor to do that.  I believe the governor’s office is supportive of the concept.  I think 
we should pass the amendment as drafted. 
 
Voice vote.  Motion carries. 
 
Rep. Schauer made a motion for a DO PASS AS AMENDED. 
 
Rep. Rohr seconded the motion. 
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A roll call vote was taken.  12-0, 2 absent. 
 
Rep. Hoverson will carry the bill. 
 
 
 
 
  



19.0694.01002 
Title.02000 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Representative Schauer 

January 18, 2019 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 1169 

Page 1, line 7, remove "designated as" 

Page 1, line 7, replace "to" with ". To" 

Page 1, line 8, after "Concord" insert ", the governor shall issue a proclamation each year 
designating the third Monday in April as Patriots' Day. This section may not be 
interpreted to make Patriots' Day a day on which schools and other entities are 
required to close" 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 19.0694.01002 



Date: __ /_--_! '6'----_J_q_ 
Roll Call Vote #: 7 

2019 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ROLL CALL VOTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. //�CJ 
House Government and Veterans Affairs 

D Subcommittee 

Amendment LC# or Description: 

Committee 

-----------------------

Recommendation: D Adopt Amendment 
t;a(oo Pass D Do Not Pass 
D As Amended 

D Without Committee Recommendation 
D Rerefer to Appropriations 

D Place on Consent Calendar 
Other Actions: D Reconsider D 

Motion Made By kf2 ..eq. {.J�seconded By �. 

Representatives Yes No 
Chairman Jim Kasper y., 

Vice Chair Vicky Steiner '/.. 

Rep. Jeff Hoverson y:., 
Rep. CraiQ Johnson � 
Rep. Daniel Johnston � 
Rep. Karen Karls 'I-_ 
Rep. Ben Koppelman v._ 
Rep. Vernon Laning 
Rep. Scott Louser ;,(. 
Rep. Karen Rohr � 
Rep. Austen Schauer /+ 
Rep. Steve Vetter 'x 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) ____ ___,/_3 __ No 

J 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

Representatives 
Rep. Pamela Anderson 
Rep. Marv Schneider 

Yes No 
V 
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2019 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ROLL CALL VOTES 

BILURESOLUTION NO. /; Id 1 

House Government and Veterans Affairs Committee 

D Subcommittee 

Amendment LC# or Description: ----------------------
Recommendation: D Adopt Amendment 

D Do Pass D Do Not Pass 
D As Amended 
D Place on Consent Calendar 

Other Actions: JS, Reconsider 

D Without Committee Recommendation 
D Rerefer to Appropriations 

D 

Motion Made By �- '.3 . tf�conded By a
.Rf

. � 

Representatives Yes No Representatives Yes No 
Chairman Jim Kasper Rep. Pamela Anderson 
Vice Chair Vicky Steiner Rep. Mary Schneider 
Rep. Jeff Hoverson 
Rep. Craio Johnson 
Rec. Daniel Johnston 
Rec. Karen Karls 
Rec. Ben Koppelman 
Rep. Vernon Lanino ,_,_;._,,v 
Rep. Scott Louser I I u 1Q.J r 
Rep. Karen Rohr V \ fl y;J 
Rep. Austen Schauer V JV' ,; r,r ./ 

Rec. Steve Vetter r---v - hJ V 

/1 ( '/# -

No Tota l 

Absent 

(Yes) ----------- ---------------

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 
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Roll Call Vote#: Z-

2019 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ROLL CALL VOTES 

BILURESOLUTION NO. // (p 1 

House Government and Veterans Affairs 

0 Subcommittee 

Committee 

Amendment LC# or Description: _ _,/ .... CJ,__, ..... d-=v'-f"'--'-/_._0_/_0_IJ_Z.-._- __________ _ 
Recommendation: ¢ Adopt Amendment 

0 Do Pass O Do Not Pass 
0 As Amended 

0 Without Committee Recommendation 
0 Rerefer to Appropriations 

0 Place on Consent Calendar 
Other Actions: 0 Reconsider 0 

Motion Made By �- �Seconded By 

Representatives Yes No Representatives 
Chairman Jim Kasper Rep. Pamela Anderson 
Vice Chair Vicky Steiner Rep. Mary Schneider 
Reo. Jeff Hoverson 
Reo. Craia Johnson 
Rep. Daniel Johnston 
Rep. Karen Karls 
Rep. Ben Koppelman 
Reo. Vernon Lanina ( n / 
Reo. Scott Louser .P ( ' 

Reo. Karen Rohr \ ' lo/ �{}.) v" ,r 
Rep. Austen Schauer V '� V 
Rep. Steve Vetter \ ) V 

�. .. i'-
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Yes No 
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Total 
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Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 



Date: /--J--,4- ,9 
Roll Call Vote#: 3 

2019 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ROLL CALL VOTES 

BILURESOLUTION NO. / /{p <t 
House Government and Veterans Affairs 

D Subcommittee 

Amendment LC# or Description: 

Committee 

----------------------
Recommendation: D Adopt Amendment 

�o Pass D Do Not Pass 
$As Amended 

D Without Committee Recommendation 
D Rerefer to Appropriations 

D Place on Consent Calendar 
Other Actions: D Reconsider D 

Motion Made By ��. J.� Seconded By 

Representatives Yes No Representatives 
Chairman Jim Kasper �-1- Rep. Pamela Anderson 
Vice Chair Vicky Steiner )l. Rep. Mary Schneider 
Rep. Jeff Hoverson X 
Rep. Craig Johnson ,< 

Rep. Daniel Johnston -..L) 

Rep. Karen Karls '/.. 
Rep. Ben Koccelman >< 
Rep. Vernon Laning )C 

Rep. Scott Louser � 
Rep. Karen Rohr '>(; 
Rep. Austen Schauer )C 

Rep. Steve Vetter 

Yes No 

)( 

Total (Yes) ----�/)a,_,_ No _0 _______ _ 

Absent d-
Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 



Com Standing Committee Report 
January 18, 2019 11 :29AM 

Module ID: h_stcomrep_10_005 
Carrier: Hoverson 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
HB 1169: Government and Veterans Affairs Committee (Rep. Kasper, Chairman) 

recommends DO PASS (13 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). 
H B 1169 was placed on the Eleventh order on the calendar. 

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 1 h_stcomrep_ 10_005 



Com Standing Committee Report 
January 25, 2019 3:21PM 

Module ID: h_stcomrep_ 15_031 
Carrier: Hoverson 

Insert LC: 19.0694.01002 Title: 02000 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
HB 1169: Government and Veterans Affairs Committee (Rep. Kasper, Chairman) 

recommends AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends 
DO PASS (12 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 2 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1169 was placed 
on the Sixth order on the calendar. 

Page 1, line 7, remove "designated as" 

Page 1, line 7, replace "to" with ". To" 

Page 1, line 8, after "Concord" insert ", the governor shall issue a proclamation each year 
designating the third Monday in April as Patriots' Day. T his section may not be 
interpreted to make Patriots' Day a day on which schools and other entities are 
required to close" 

Renumber accordingly 

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 1 h_stcomrep_ 15_031 
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2019 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Government and Veterans Affairs Committee 
Sheyenne River Room, State Capitol 

HB1169 
2/28/2019 

#32985 
 

☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

      Committee Clerk: Pam Dever 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to annual observance of Patriots’ Day. 
 

Minutes:                                                  Att # 1-4 Rep. Schauer; Att #5 – Jim Nelson; Att #6 –Al 
Dohrmann 

 
Chairman Davison: Let’s open the hearing for HB1169. 
 
Rep. Austen Schauer, Dist 13, W. Fargo: (see att # 1) I am asking for a new holiday called 
Patriots Day. It would be the third Monday in April. It would be unpaid. 
 
Chairman Davison: You said it was unpaid. How do we differentiate in Code? 
 
Rep. Schauer:  Legislative Council told me. 
 
Sen. Kristin Roers: Is this a national holiday or just a N.D. thing? 
 
Rep. Schauer: Five state have this now.  Most of the state are out east. We need to teach 
the kids out history. 
 
Vice Chair Meyer: This would line up with Massachusetts.  
 
Rep. Schauer:  Yes. 
 
Sen. Shawn Vedaa: Can we sell fireworks? 
 
Rep. Schauer:  Yes. He passed out letter. (see att #2,3,4) 
 
Chairman Davison: Any more in support? 
 
Jim Nelson, Legislative Dir. for N.D. Veterans Legislative Council: (see att #5) (8.05-
12.5) 
 
Al Dohrmann, Adjutant General National Guard: (see att #6) (12.54-15.47) In my 
conference room hangs this medallion of the Minute Man. The National Guard is what the 
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Minute Men were. We are like them. We say our birthday is December 13, 1636. That is 
when the first militia in Massachusetts stood up and were the foundation for the colonial army. 
This is a no brainer bill. In Boston, Patriots Day is a big deal. I do not see a down side in this.  
 
Chairman Davison: Any more in support? Any agency? Any against? We will close hearing. 
 
 
 
 



2019 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Government and Veterans Affairs Committee 
Sheyenne River Room, State Capitol 

HB1169 
2/28/2019 
# 32987 

 

☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

      Committee Clerk: Pam Dever 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to annual observance of Patriot’s Day. 
 

Minutes:                                                   

 
Chairman Davison: Let’s look at HB1169. This is an unpaid holiday. This goes under chapter 
1-03 in code. We need to do some investigating before we vote.  
 
(this discussion was between a hearing) 
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HB1169 
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# 33384 

 

☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

      Committee Clerk: Pam Dever 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 
Relating to annual observance of Patriots’ Day. 
 

Minutes:                                                   

 
Chairman Davison: Take a quick look at HB1169. I asked Sen. Elkin to go to L.C. and get 
information.  
 
Sen. Jay Elkin: This will be a day of observance. This will not fall under the state holiday. It 
will fall under observance days’. 
 
Sen. Richard Marcellais: It will probably be the same as the Vietnam Veteran Day which is 
March 29. We will have a ceremony. 
 
Sen. Jay Elkin: That is exactly right. I move a DO PASS.            Sen. Meyer: I second.   
 
Chairman Davison: Any discussion? 
 
Sen. Erin Oban: When the sponsor brought this forward, he felt it would make everyone 
know about Patriots’ Day. I ask you if you know what the other observed holidays are? Did 
you know there is a Bird Day?  
 
Chairman Davison: You need to vote how to vote. Take the roll: YES  --  7    NO  --  0  -0-
absent.        HB1169 PASSED.          Sen. Jay Elkin will carry the bill.  
 
Done(3.23) 
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Date: 
Roll Call Vote #: / 

2019 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE 1 .f/1 ROLL CALL VOTES /-11') ( \ V" 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. 

Senate Government and Veterans Affairs 

D Subcommittee 

Amendment LC# or Description: 

Committee 

-----------------------
Recommendation: D Adopt Amendment 

�Do Pass D Do Not Pass D Without Committee Recommendation 
D As Amended D Rerefer to Appropriations 
D Place on Consent Calendar 

Other Actions: D Reconsider D 

Motion Made By SJVV\ hr� Seconded By 
-=--____._____.;c;;..__;c....;_____,; ___ _ 

Senators Yes No Senators 
Chair Davison . .-' Sen. Oban 
Vice Chair Meyer / Sen. Marcellais 
Sen. Elkin 
Sen. K. Roers 
Sen. Vedaa / 

No D 

Yes No 
-----
..,,.,.,-

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) _______ .._____ ----------------

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 



Com Standing Committee Report 
March 7, 2019 11:12 AM 

Module ID: s_stcomrep_ 40_010 
Carrier: Elkin 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
HB 1169, as engrossed: Government and Veterans Affairs Committee (Sen. Davison, 

Chairman) recommends DO PASS (7 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT 
VOTING). Engrossed HB 1169 was placed on the Fourteenth order on the calendar. 

( 1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 1 s_stcomrep_ 40_0 1 0 
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Thank you Mr. Chairman and members of the Government and 
Veterans Affairs Committee. 

My name is Austen Schauer representing West Fargo, District 13. 

It is my pleasure today to speak with you about House Bill 1169 and 
I seek your support. 

If approved, House Bill 1169 would create and enact a new State 

Holiday called Patriots' Day. 

Patriots' Day would be to commemorate the start of the American 

Revolutionary War and the battles of Lexington and Concord. 

Those battles, the first in our 8-year war against the British, began 

on April 19 th, 1775. The date some have described as the birth of 
liberty and union. 

Why establish a State Holiday for Patriots' Day? 

1. To honor the sacrifice of our courageous Patriots who fought 
and died for our freedom. 25 thousand Revolutionary soldiers 
were killed during the war. 

2. To honor our first veterans. 80 thousand Militia and 
Continental Army soldiers served at the height of the war. 

3. Education. Did you know how much Gen. George Washington 
was paid for his military service? Did you know the age of the 
youngest member of the Continental Army? 

I 



What a terrific opportunity for educators throughout the State 
to focus on this historical event. It is my feeling ( and maybe yours 
too) we need to double down in our efforts to teach children about 
the birth of our country and what it took to become a country. 

4. Community Events. Patriots' Day will provide a vehicle for 
communities to celebrate the Revolutionary war with 
programs, events, re-enactments, lectures, town halls, 
symposiums and film festivals. 

In fact, Emily Beck, (the director of the Fargo Theatre), says she 
loves the idea and would look forward to showing movies on 
the war followed by a panel discussion. 

5. Economic Development. Patriots Day weekend will give 
businesses a new theme to build on similar to July 4th and other 
holidays. 

Currently, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Wisconsin and Maine 
celebrate Patriots' Day as a State Holiday. It is officially observed in 
Florida. 

Patriots' Day is an effort to instill the spirt of what it took to 
establish this country in the hearts and minds of people. The spirit 
of determination of our forefathers and mothers who truly 
believed in the words of Patrick Henry, "Give me liberty or give me 

death." 

If approved, Patriots' Day would be observed on the third Monday 
in April. Business and schools would stay open. It would be an 
unpaid holiday. 
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Mr. Chairman and members of the Government and Veterans Affairs 
Committee, I ask for your support of Patriots' Day and HB 1169. 

Thank you for your time and I yield to your questions. 

\ 



NDSU 

Representative Austen Schauer 
no West Beaton Drive 
West Fargo, ND 58078-2657 

Dear Representative Schauer, 

#/ 
HE 1109 
1-17 -1q 

NORTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY 

January 15, 2019 

I write to express my support for the upcoming bill to make Patriot's Day a state holiday in North 
Dakota. As both an expert on the Revolutionary period and as an educator in North Dakota, I believe that 
understanding the American Revolution is more essential now than ever before, and instituting Patriot's 
Day as a state holiday would bring a much-needed awareness of the legacy of the founding era and the 
modern-day civics that it has inspired. 

As a historian of popular politics during the American Revolution, I believe understanding the era is 
more essential now than ever. As our state and national political discourse degenerates into chaos, 
Revolutionary legacies such as freedom of expression, checks and balances, and even equality under the law 
have come under attack. For this reason, a renewed emphasis on the Revolutionary period is necessary to 
enrich and correct the course of our endangered commonweal. Celebrating Patriot's Day would help to bring 
about such a resuscitation of the Revolutionary legacy. 

Further, as an Assistant Professor of early American history at North Dakota State University, I 
have taught North Dakota's young men and women about the American Revolution for the past four years. 
Each time I cover the Revolution in my introductory US History course, or in my upper-level courses 
period, I am gratified at the connections that our students make to the Revolutionary era and the present day 
- without fail, each time students come away with a more nuanced and complex understanding of our 
country's founding, and the legacies of the founders. Most importantly, students learn that the republic that 
emerged from the Revolution was a fragile, contingent one, and one that should not be taken for granted. 
Celebrating Patriot's Day would instill this understanding earlier, and among a much greater swath of the 
state's population. 

In short, I believe instituting Patriot's Day as a North Dakota holiday would expand awareness of 
the Revolutionary legacy at a time when it is most needed. I urge you and your colleagues to pass this bill. 

Sincerely, 

D tr n, 0tr � n, 

Donald Fefohnson, PhD 
Assistant Professor of History 

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY, PHILOSOPHY, AND RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
NDSU Dept 2340 I PO Box 6050 I Fargo ND 58108-6050 I 701231.8654 I Fax 701.231 7605 I www.ndsu.edu/history 

NDSU is illl EOIAA university 



Hello Austen and many warm greetings from downtown Fargo! 
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I had the pleasure of speaking with Jim Shaw last week regarding your efforts 
in making Patriot's Day a holiday in North Dakota. As I understand it, the 
holiday would be held in commemoration of the brave Americans who won 
our nation's independence. On behalf of the Fargo Theatre team, I 
enthusiastically support the creation of this holiday - celebrating and 
remembering our history is of the utmost importance. Honoring those that 
delivered our precious freedoms is just. My years at the Theatre have shown 
me that connecting with our history can be inspiring and instructive. The 
Fargo Theatre would support the inaugural Patriot's Day by hosting a special 
screening of a film centered on the Revolutionary War (title to be determined 
by availability, pricing etc). The film could be followed by an on-stage panel 
discussion or perhaps an audience Q&A with local history experts. I would 
seek support in organizing, financing, and promoting this event, but I believe 
it could provide a meaningful cultural and educational opportunity for North 
Dakota residents. 

My thanks for your works on behalf of our state. Please let me know if I can 
provide any additional/useful information or commentary. 

Sincerely, 
Emily 

Emily Beck 
Executive Director 
Fargo Theatre 
314 Broadway 
> Fargo, ND 58102 
> (701) 239-8385 
> 

> emily@fargotheatre.org 
> 



• 

• 

• 

HB 1169-0bservance of Patriots' Day 

Noted Sociologist C. Wright Mi l ls writes and I quote " Neither the l ife of an  

ind ividual  nor  the h istory of a society can be  understood without understand ing 

the past" end quote. 

Tomorrow is shaped by what we did yesterday and do today. I bel ieve nothing 

happens without some connections to the past. Essentia l ly, we learn from our 

mistakes and our  successes. I am sure much of what you do da i ly for the people 

of North Dakota is based on some past h istory or precident. 

So why have another holiday? 

I am going to tel l  a personal  story if I may. During the downturn in  the 80's I 

suddenly one morning d idn't have a job because the company I worked for locked 

its doors. Faced with an unknown future friends in my church convinced me I 

should be a teacher. I was a Sunday school teacher, and many said I was a 

natura l .  So, at age 49, I went back to school and completed two bachelors' 

degrees and a Master degree. I began teaching for M inot State and Adjunct for 

BSC in  the mid 90's. It was this experience that opened my eyes to how l ittle 

young people real ly knew about h istory. What I learned in school, what my 

chi ldren learned in school and what my grandchi ldren are learn i ng in school in 

many cases are as d ifferent as n ight and day. 

They can whiz through their smartphones and computers leaving grandpa in the 

dust, yet they do not understand why we say the Pledge to the flag, why do we 

certa in  laws, what is rea l ly in the Constitution and Bi l l  of Rights in  sort just plain 

old Civics that the majority in  the room we taught in  grade school .  

Back to  th is bi l l, A couple years ago I was asked to speak to a class at a m iddle 

school here in Bismarck around Veteran's Day. After my presentation I asked if 

there were any questions. I am a proud Viet Nam Veteran and that day wore my 

Vietnam  hat. I never had one question about Vietnam .  It was a l l  about WWI I .  

Whi le wa lk ing out with the teacher I asked about that and h is response shocked 

me. He said our history text books on ly go i nto WWI I  a nd just briefly mention 

Vietnam and other wars . 

J 
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Th is b i l l  attempts to create at t ime when the schools, communities a nd whom 

ever to have an  opportunity to learn about the B irth of this nation and the Shot 

heard round the World . Many of the issues today can be related to issues that 

fue led the battle for freedom. 

The ND Veterans Legislative Counci l supports this b i l l  

I Close with another quote from David McClough : a twice Pu l itzer Prize winner 

and Meda l  of Freedom recip ient "H istory is who we a re and why we a re the way 

we are :  end quote . 

I wi l l  stand for questions 



,, CHAPTER 1 -03 
HOLIDAYS 

1 -03-01 . Ho l idays . 
Holidays are as follows : 
1 .  Every Sunday. 
2. The first day of January, wh ich is New Year's Day. 
3. The th i rd Monday of January, wh ich is Mart in Luther King Day, in recogn it ion of the life , 

4 .  
5 .  
6 .  
7 .  
8 .  
9 . 

1 0. 
1 1 .  
1 2. 

legacy, and dream of Mart in Luther Ki ng ,  Jr. 
The th i rd Monday i n  February, i n  recogn it ion of the b i rthday of George Wash ington. 
The Friday next preceding Easter Sunday and commonly known as Good Fr iday. 
The last Monday i n  May, which is Memorial Day. 
The fourth day of July, which is the ann iversary of the Declarat ion of Independence . 
The fi rst Monday i n  September, which is Labor Day. 
The eleventh day of November, wh ich is Veterans' Day. 
The fourth Thursday i n  November, wh ich i s  Thanksg ivi ng Day. 
The twenty-fifth day of December, wh ich i s  Christmas Day. 
Every day appointed by the President of the Un ited States or by the governor of this 
state for a public holiday. 

Noth ing i n  th is section may be construed to prevent the hold ing  of leg islative sessions or the 
taking of final action on any leg islative matter u pon any of such hol idays other than  Sunday. Any 
action heretofore taken upon any leg islative matter upon any such holiday is  val id and legal for 
all purposes. 

1 -03-01 . 1 . C los ing of state offices - Christmas Eve. 
State offices must be closed at twelve noon on December twenty-fourth, Christmas Eve day, 

u nless it is a weekend or holiday pursuant to section 1 -03-02 . 1 . 

1 -03-02.  When day fo l lowing  ho l iday sha l l  be a ho l iday. 
If the first day of January, the fourth day of July, the eleventh day of November, or the 

twenty-fifth day of December falls upon a Sunday, the Monday following  shall be the holiday. 

1 -03-02 . 1 . When ho l iday fal ls  on a Saturday. 
If any of the holidays enumerated i n  sect ion 1 -03-02 fall on  a Saturday, the Fr iday 

immediately before shall be the holiday. 

1 -03-03 .  Sports on Memorial  Day - Pena lty. 
No person ,  pr ior to the hour of two p .m .  of the day set apart as Memorial Day, may engage 

i n  organ ized or commercial ball games,  horseraci ng , sports , or  any enterta inment wh ich will 
i nterfere with the proper observance of such day. Any violat ion of th is sect ion is  an  infractio n .  

1 -03-04. Bus iness days . 
All days other than those mentioned i n  sect ions 1 -03-0 1 , 1 -03-02 , and 1 -03-02 . 1  are to be 

deemed bus iness days for all purposes.  However, any bank may rema in  closed on any one 
bus iness day of each week, as i t  may from t ime to t ime elect. Any day u pon which a bank  is so 
closed shall be,  with respect to such bank ,  a holiday and not a bus i ness day. Any act 
authorized ,  requ i red , or perm itted to be performed at or by or with respect to such bank on such 
day, may be performed on the next succeed ing  bus iness day, and no liab il ity or loss of rig hts 
shall result from such delay. 

Notice of i ntention on the part of any bank to rema in  closed on a bus i ness day of the week 
shall be posted i n  a consp icuous place i n  the  lobby of  the  bank a t  least ten  days prior to  the 
establishment of such practice and s imi lar  notice shall be g iven when a bank elects to change 
the day of  the week on which i t  rema ins closed. Any state bank establish ing the practice , as 
here inbefore provided , of closing one day a week shall g ive ten days' notice i n  writ i ng to the 
commiss ioner of fi nancial institutions , i n  add it ion to posti ng the notice i n  the lobby. However, any 
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bank may elect to remain closed on a business day of the week without any prior notice in the / - 1 7 _ \ c; 
event of the following emergencies : any act of God , death of an  officer, or a robbery. 

1 -03-05. Act due on Saturday or ho l iday performed on  next day. 
Whenever an act of a secular nature ,  other than a work of necessity or mercy, is appointed 

by law or contract to be performed u pon a particular day, that falls u pon  a Saturday or a holiday, 
the act may be performed u pon  the next business day with the same effect as if it had been 
performed upon the day appointed . 

1 -03-06. Mothers' Day. 
The governor each year shall designate the second Sunday in May as M others '  Day. The 

governor shall issue a proclamation requesting the people of the state to assemble on that 
Sunday in their churches , or at such other place or places as may be most convenient and 
proper, for the pu rpose of paying respect and tribute to our mothers . 

1 -03-07 . Arbor Day. 
In order to promote and encourage the planting of trees in this state , the first Friday in May 

of each year is  hereby designated and established as "Arbor Day" for the state of  North Dakota . 

1 -03-08. B i rd Day. 
To promote and encourage the conservation and enjoyment of one of natu re's most 

attractive featu res ,  and to honor the birth and work of natu ralist John  James Audubon who 
made America's birds known to the world th rough his d rawings and vivid prose , April 
twenty-sixth of each year is hereby designated as "Bird Day" in the state of North Dakota . 

1 -03-09 . Mart in  Luther King Day. 
Repealed by S.L .  1991, ch . 55 ,  § 2 .  

1 -03-1 0. Workers' Memor ia l  Day. 
The twenty-eighth day of April of each year is designated as Workers' Memorial Day in 

remembrance of American workers who have been killed ,  inj u red , or diseased on the job .  

1 -03-1 1 .  Gold Star Mothers'  Day. 
Each year the governor shall issue a proclamation designating the last Sunday of 

September as Gold Star Mothers' Day in honor of mothers whose sons or  daughters served and 
d ied in the line of  d uty in  the a rmed forces of the United States of America or  its allies ,  o r  died 
as a result of inju ry sustained in such service . 

1 -03-1 2 .  Four Chapla ins Sunday. 
Each year the governor shall issue a proclamation designating the first Sunday of February 

as Four Chaplains Sunday in honor of the four United States army chaplains ,  George L .  Fox, 
Alexander D. Goode ,  Clark V. Poling ,  and John P. Washington ,  who sacrificed their own lives to 
save the lives of other servicemen on the Dorchester, a United States army troop transport ship 
that was sunk off the coast of Greenland on February 3 ,  1943 .  

1 -03-1 3 .  F i rst Nat ions Day. 
To recognize the indigenous peoples of the State of North Dakota and their contributions to 

the state and to the United States ,  the governor shall issue a proclamation each year 
designating the Friday before the second Monday in October as First Nations  Day. 

1 -03-1 4. Vietnam Veterans' Day. 
March twenty-ninth of each year is Vietnam Veterans'  Day. Each year the governor shall 

issue a proclamation on March twenty-ninth in honor and remembrance of surviving and 
departed Vietnam veterans ,  including the one hundred ninety-eight individuals from North 
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Dakota whose names are listed on the Vietnam Veterans Memor ial wall i n  Wash ington ,  Distr ict 
of Columb ia ,  and those veterans who are or were miss ing i n  action or pr isoners of war. 

1 -03-1 5 .  Women Veterans'  Month . 
March of each year is Women Veterans' Month. Each year the governor shall issue a 

proclamation on March first i n  honor and remembrance of surviv ing and departed women 
veterans who have served honorably and with courage on behalf of the Un ited States of 
America s ince the American Revolut ionary War. 

1 -03-1 6 .  F i refighters memorial weekend .  
Each year the  governor shall i ssue a proclamation des ignat ing the  dates of  the nat ional 

fa llen firefighters memorial weekend as the North Dakota fallen firefighters memorial weekend 
and requ ire that flags  at state bu ild ings be flown at half staff. 
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Prepared by the Leg is lative Counc i l  staff for 
Representative Schauer 

January 1 8 , 201 9 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE B I LL NO.  1 1 69 

Page 1 ,  l i ne  7 ,  remove "designated as" 

Page 1 ,  l i ne  7 ,  rep lace "to"  with " .  To" 

Page 1 ,  l i ne  8 ,  after "Concord " insert " ,  the governor sha l l  issue a proclamat ion each year 
designating the th i rd Monday in Apr i l  as Patriots' Day. This sect ion may not be 
i nterpreted to be a day on which schools and other  ent it ies are requ i red to c lose" 

Renumber accord ing ly 
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Thank you, Mr. Chairman and members of the Senate G-V-A 

Committee. 

My name is Austen Schauer, a Representative from West Fargo, 

District 1 3 .  

I am asking your support for a new state holiday called Patriots ' 

Day. 

On April 18th, 1775, news reached leaders of the American 
Revolution that the British had had enough. 

They decided to enter Lexington and arrest Samuel Adams and John 
Hancock. They would then march on to Concord to destroy military 

stockpiles and bring this American uprising to a swift end. 

News of the plan reached a man by the name of Paul Revere. He 

contacted a friend at the Old North Church in Boston to 

communicate by lantern which direction the Brits were coming; by 

land or sea. Revere jumped on his favorite horse "Brown Beauty" 
and began his now famous midnight ride. 

After changing his route to avoid British soldiers, he arrived in 
Lexington outside the house where Adams and Hancock were 

staying. 

The guard on duty told Revere to stop making so much noise .  

"Noise, cried Revere?!  You'll have noise enough before long. 

The regulars are coming out!" 

The next day, April 19th, 1 775 ,  the bloody fight for liberty began 

lasting 8 and a half years resulting in the deaths of 2 5 thousand 

American patriots. 
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In the end, the British lost and the birth of our great nation became 
reality. 

Mr. Chairman and G-V-A, House Bill 1 169 would create and enact a 

new State Holiday called Patriots' Day. 

Why Patriots' Day? 

1 .  To honor the sacrifice of our courageous Patriots . 

2 .  To honor our first veterans. The 80 thousand Militia and 
Continental Army soldiers who served at the height of the war. 

3 .  To Educate our children and grandchildren. Do they know the 
story? Do they know what it took to establish this country? Do 

they appreciate it? 

4. To Commemorate the Revolutionary War with community 

programs, events, re-enactments, lectures, town halls, 

symposiums and film festivals .  

5 .  To Provide economic development opportunities by giving 

businesses a new theme similar to July 4th and other holiday 

Ultimately, the aim of House Bill 1 169 is to instill the spirit and 

determination of our fore-fathers and mothers to a new generation 

of North Dakotans. 

ft ?-
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Let us shed new light on our nation 's  heroes;  George Washington, 

Abigail Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Betsy Ross, Ethan Allen, John 

Paul Jones, Esther DeBerdt Reed, Marquis de Lafayette, Mary 
Draper, Thomas Jefferson and so many more. 

Patriots' Day would be an open holiday meaning businesses and 

schools would stay open. 

It would be an unpaid holiday and celebrated on the third Monday 

of April. 

Mr. Chairman and committee members, I seek your support for 

Patriots' Day in North Dakota. Give me Liberty and this bill .  

Thank you Mr. Chairman and I yield to your questions. 
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NDSU 

Representative Austen Schauer 
no West Beaton Drive 
West Fargo, ND 58078-2657 

Dear Representative Schauer, 

NORTH DAKOTA STAT E UNIV ERSITY 

January 15,  2019 

I write to express my support for the upcoming bil l  to make Patriot ' s  Day a state holiday in North 
Dakota . As both an expert on the Revolutionary period and as  an educator in North Dakota, I believe that 
understand ing the American Revolution is more essential  now than ever before, and inst ituting Patriot 's  
Day as a state holiday would bring a much-needed awareness of  the legacy of  the founding era and the 
modern-day c iv ics that it  has inspired. 

As a hi storian of popular politics during the American Revolution, I believe understanding the era is 
more essential  now than ever.  As our state and national polit ical d iscourse degenerates into chaos, 
Revolutionary legacies such as freedom of expression, checks and balances, and even equality under the law 
have come under attack. For this reason, a renewed emphasis  on the Revolutionary period is  necessary to 

nrich and correct the course of our endangered commonweal .  Celebrating Patriot's Day would help to bring 
about such a resuscitation of the Revolutionary legacy. 

Further, as an Assistant Professor of  early American history at North Dakota State University, I 
have taught North Dakota ' s  young men and women about the American Revolution for the past four years. 
Each time I cover the Revolution in my introductory US History course, or in my upper-level courses 
period, I am gratified at the connections that our students make to the Revolutionary era and the present day 
- without fa il ,  each time students come away with a more nuanced and complex understanding of our 
country's founding, and the legacies of the founders. Most importantly, students learn that the republic that 
emerged from the Revolution was a fragile, contingent one, and one that should not be taken for granted. 
Celebrating Patriot's Day would instill this understanding earlier, and among a much greater swath of the 
state ' s  population. 

In  short, I believe instituting Patriot 's  Day as a North Dakota holiday would expand awareness of 
the Revolutionary legacy at a time when it is most needed. I urge you and your colleagues to pass this bill .  

• 

S incerely, 
Vttn, Gtt�n, 
Donald Fefohnson, PhD 
Assistant Professor of History 

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY, PHILOSOPHY, AND RELIGIOUS STUD IES 
NDSU D e p t  2 3 4 0  P O  Box 6 0 5 0  I Fargo N D  5 8 1 0 8 - 6 0 5 0  I 701 . 231 . 8654 I Fax 7 0 1 . 2 3 1  7605 I www.ndsu .edu/history 

NOSU 15  an EOIM university. 



LONNIE vVANGEN 
COMMISSIONER 

February 21, 2019 

STATE OF NORTH OAl<OTA 

D E PARTM E N T  OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
4201 38'' St SW. SU ITE 1 04 

FARGO, NORTH DAl<OTA 58 1 04 
TELEPHONE :  70 1 -239-7 1 65 

FAX: 701 -239- 7 1 66 
TOLL-FREE:  1 -866-634-8387 

Senate Government and  Vete ra ns  Affa i rs Com mittee 
66th Leg is lative Assembly 
Senator Davison Cha i r  

Dea r  Senator Davison and  Com mittee members; 

CATHY HALGUNSETH 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSI STANT 

I am  writ ing to you in support of HB  1 169 "Patr iots Day" wh ich you r  comm ittee is  schedu led to 

hea r on Wednesday February 28, 2019 .  Regretta b ly I w i l l  not be ab l e  to a ttend the he a ri ng as I w i l l  be 

out of the state at that t ime .  HB 1169 as it i s  written i s  a good bi l l  with no  fisca l note . I t  br i ngs m uch 

needed a ttent ion to  the important h i stor ica l batt les ou r  vete rans  h ave fought so that we ca n e njoy the  

freedoms we now have. 

With the recent 100th a n n ive rsa ry of the end of Wo r ld  War I in 2018 I had the pr iv i lege of 

hono ring many of our fa l l en  WWI vetera ns .  I fo und  i t  su rpr i s ing how few of our ch i l d re n  and c it izens in 

genera l  u nderstand the h i sto ry su rround ing WWI.  The casua lt ies and effect th is wa r had on  our country 

a n d  how the i r  sacrif ices have begun  to be fo rgotten .  That is why we need to p lace these important dates 

on  our ca l endar  every yea r  and to have our governors issue  p roc la m at ions rem i n d i ng us of the i r  

h istorical s ign if ica nce .  

I a s k  that you pass H B  1 169 as  writte n .  

S incere ly, �-
c-- -- �"'-/ 

/- -- � 
/., , Lon n ie L. Wangen 

Com missio ner N D  DVA 

"Pu t t i ng  Veterans  hrs t" . j 
' t \. 
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Hello Austen and many warm greetings from downtown Fargo! 

I had the pleasure of speaking with Jim Shaw last week regarding your efforts 
� in making Patriot's Day a holiday in North Dakota. As I understand it, the 

holiday would be held in commemoration of the brave Americans who won 
our nation's independence. On behalf of the Fargo Theatre team, I 
enthusiastically support the creation of this holiday - celebrating and 
remembering our history is of the utmost importance. Honoring those that 
delivered our precious freedoms is just. My years at the Theatre have shown 
me that connecting with our history can be inspiring and instructive. The 
Fargo Theatre would support the inaugural Patriot's Day by hosting a special 
screening of a film centered on the Revolutionary War (title to be determined 
by availability, pricing etc). The film could be followed by an on-stage panel 
discussion or perhaps an audience Q&A with local history experts. I would 
seek support in organizing, financing, and promoting this event, but I believe 
it could provide a meaningful cultural and educational opportunity for North 
Dakota residents. 

My thanks for your works on behalf of our state. Please let me know if I can 
provide any additional/useful information or commentary. 

Sincerely, 
Emily 

Emily Beck 
Executive Director 
Fargo Theatre 
3 14 Broadway 
> Fargo, ND 58102  

> (70 1) 239-8385 
> 
> emily@fargotheatre.org 
> 



HB 1169-0bservance of Patriots' Day 

Noted Socio logist C. Wright M i l l s wr ites, a nd I quote "Ne ithe r the l i fe of an  

i nd ivid ua l  no r  t he  h istory o f  a society ca n be  u nderstood without u ndersta nd i ng 

the past" end quote. 

Tomorrow is sha ped by what we d id yeste rday a nd do today. I be l i eve noth i ng 

happens  without some connect ions to the past. Essentia l ly, we lea rn from ou r 

m istakes a nd ou r  successes. I a m  su re much  of what you do da i ly for the peop le  

of  North Dakota i s  based on  some pr ior  h i story o r  p recedent .  

Du r ing the downturn i n  the 80's I sudden ly, one morn i ng, d id n't have a job 

because the company I worked for locked its doors .  I was a Sunday schoo l  teacher  

a nd many i n  my chu rch sa id I shou ld  be a teacher .  So, a t  age 40, I went back  to  

schoo l  a nd comp leted two bache lors' degrees and  a Masters' degree .  I began 

teach i ng for M inot State a nd adj u nct for BSC i n  the mid  90's .  It was th rough th is 

exper ience that I ca n to rea l i ze just how l itt le you ng peop le rea l ly knew a bout the 

wor ld they l ived in .  What I lea rned i n  school ,  what my ch i l d ren  lea rned i n  schoo l  

a nd what my gra ndch i ld ren a re lea rn i ng i n  school  i n  many cases a re as  d iffe re nt 

as  n ight a nd day. 

They ca n wh iz  t h rough the i r sma rtphones a nd computers leavi ng gra nd pa in the  

dust, yet they do not u nderstand  why we say  the P ledge to  the f lag, why do  we 

have ce rta i n  laws, what i s  rea l ly i n  the Constitut ion a nd B i l l  o f  R ights, what  i s  the 

ro le of  the th ree b ra nches of  government, i n  sort just p la i n  o ld  "Civics" that  many 

i n  th i s  room were taught i n  grade schoo l .  Let me give you a n  examp le :  A few 

yea rs ago. I was asked to speak to a c lass at a m idd le schoo l  here i n  B i sma rck  

a round  Vetera n's Day. I am  a proud Viet Nam Veteran a nd that day  wore my 

Vietnam Vetera n ca p as I a lways do. Afte r my presentat ion I asked if there were 

a ny quest ions .  I never had one question  a bout Vietnam .  It was a l l  a bout WWI I .  

Whi le  wa l k ing out with the teacher I a sked a bout that a nd h i s  response shocked 

me.  He sa id our h i story text books on ly go i nto WWI I  a nd j u st br iefly ment ion 

Vietnam a nd other  wa rs. 



We l ive i n  a t ime when we a re e ras i ng a nd removi ng rem i nders of h i story that we 

do not l i ke .  The i ncidents rega rd i ng the Civi l Wa r a nd not i nc l ud i ng Vietnam i n  

ou r  h i story books a re, I be l ieve, two very good examp les . Both wa rs rad ica l ly 

cha nged the socia l and po l it ica l  l andscape of our country a nd I be l ieve ma ny of 

the prob lems we face today have the i r  roots in those two events a lo ng with many 

more i nc idents from our  past. 

Forgetti ng and e ras ing the h i story we do not l i ke does not so lve the prob lems 

created by those events i n  t ime .  We ca nnot cha nge yeste rday. We on ly contro l 

what we do today and tomorrow. 

Th is b i l l  attempts wou ld  s imply des ignate a day of remembra nce whereby a t ime 

cou ld set as ide when the schoo l s, commun it ies a nd whomever wou ld have a n  

opportun ity to lea rn about the B i rth of th i s  nat ion .  What was it the d rove a bunch  

of  Eng l i sh sett le rs to  ta ke up  a rms a nd fight to  create a new "NATION ." Why d id 

the Fou nd i ng Fathers create the Const itut ion l i ke they d i d?  What d id  those fi rst 

pol it ic ia ns sta nd for and how does it sti l l  affect us today. Many of the issues today 

can be fou nd i n  the issues that fue led the batt le for freedom .  

I c lose with a nother  q uote from David McClough : a tw ice Pu l itze r Pr ize w inner  

a nd Meda l of  F reedom rec ip ient "H istory i s  who we a re a nd why we a re the way 

we a re" end quote . I t  is a very da ngerous  th i ng to forget ou r  past a nd the wor lds 

past. 

The N D  Veterans Legis lat ive Cou nc i l suppo rts this b i l l  asks the committee for a do  

pass .  
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TESTI MONY OF 
MAJOR G ENERAL AL  DOH RMAN N 

NORTH DAKOTA NATIONAL GUARD 
BEFORE TH E 

SENATE GOVERNMENT AND VETERANS AFFAI RS COMM ITTEE 
28 FEBRUARY 20 1 9  

HOUSE B I LL 1 1 69 
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Good morn i ng Mr. Cha i rman ,  members of the committee ,  I am Al Doh rmann ,  Adjutant 
Genera l  fo r the state of North Dakota . I am here today to testify in support of House B i l l  
1 1 69 .  

On a spri ng  morn ing  i n  Apri l  of 1 775 , men  left the i r  homes i n  Lexi ngton and  Concord to 
fight for l i berty fo r themselves and the i r  fam i l ies .  The fi rst shots were fi red and e ight 
m i l it iamen were k i l led as the sun rose at Lex i ngton .  And with the famous "shot heard 
round the world " ,  the American Revo lut ionary War began , and America i nched closer  to 
i ndependence from Brita i n .  

Those that put down the i r  p lows and p icked up  arms to fig ht for freedom i n  the 
Revo l ut ionary War were our Nationa l  Guard ancestors , so I have a persona l  respect 

and con nect ion to the i r  service . Those cit izen so ld iers who brave ly fought and certa i n ly 
those that d ied were among our  fi rst patriots . Patriots Day is an  opportun ity for the 

cit izens of North Dakota to reflect on  the mean ing of patriot ism and come together i n  
observance of the sacrifices that a l low us to enjoy the freedom we have today. Th i s  day 
wi l l  a l so g ive schoo ls  the opportun ity to ed ucate the youth about the impo rtance of 
those events i n  American h istory. 

The cost of war is  g reat and throughout h i sto ry many men and woman have sacrificed 
the i r  l ives to susta i n  the freedom the fi rst patriots fought fo r in Apri l  of 1 775 .  Patriots Day 
is j ust a sma l l  token of g ratitude and an opportun ity fo r the remembrance of those that 
have come before us and to never forget ou r  rich h i sto ry. 

I ask fo r you r  suppo rt of HB 1 1 69 and wi l l  stand by fo r any questions that you may have . 

,r 
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