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Relating to references to party affiliation in elections; relating to party affiliation in petitions of 
candidates for city elective offices 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachments 1-9 

 
Chairman Kasper opened the hearing on HB 1375. 
 
Rep. Scott Louser appeared in support of HB 1375.  This bill removes the prohibition on 
declaring a party in local elections and requires that declaration.  He told a couple of stories 
that led him here.  A group was formed that was known as Make Minot and petitioned the 
city of Minot to reduce the size of their government and eliminate the wards.  That petition 
passed, and the Minot city council is now 6 at large members with a voting mayor instead of 
14.  As petitioning, we heard that they won’t find enough people to run for office.  A second 
comment made was everybody will be from the same neighborhood.  The third one was 
everyone is going to be from the same employer.  There is going to be an employer or two 
that is going to stack the council.  The fourth comment was only the wealthy will be able to 
run, because it was a citywide campaign and it is expensive.  The fifth one was members of 
the good old boys’ club are going to win the election.  The overall results were just the 
opposite of the points commented on.  (4:40-5:30)  If I had to characterize the party affiliation 
of the Make Minot group, I would say there is one democrat, one moderate republican, two 
conservative republicans, one libertarian, and one independent.  Then he discussed other 
reasons that might be given to oppose this bill.  (5:59-11:53)  It is my feeling we should have 
party declaration at the local level because of transparency, and these entities that are 
elected locally have the power to tax our property and, in some cases, our purchases.  I think 
the parties would find this as a tool to build their party.  I think emerging parties would agree 
as well.  This would be an opportunity to build an emerging party in our state.  An amendment 
was handed out regarding a federal employee candidate.   Attachment 1. (End 14:00) 
 
Rep. Laning:  Having been a small town mayor, do you think declaring a party would give 
an expectation that a political candidate would be subscribing to the party platform? 
 
Rep. Louser:  Yes, some would probably expect that.   
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Rep. B. Koppelman:  Would party affiliation help inform what you believe the philosophy of 
that person is if you don’t get to ask them as opposed to being a name recognition or 
popularity contest?  
 
Rep. Louser:  For some voters, this may help. 
 
Rep. Schauer:  I think the pushback is going to be in some of your smaller communities.  
What are your feelings on that? 
 
Rep. Louser:  I sense that in small communities everybody knows the candidate personally, 
so why declare a party.  I think we are at a point where people are open with their politics, 
and we may hear that as a reason to not pass this bill.  To me, that is a reason to pass it. 
 
Rep. Schauer:  You are a conservative and stand for limited government. Yet, at the same 
time, you want a bill passed that would say the state mandates this.  Do you struggle with 
that? 
 
Rep. Louser:  I don’t think that any one party has a platform that there should be no 
government involvement especially in politics.  I don’t struggle with this at all. 
 
Rep. Hoverson:  Would you be open to an amendment that would say other? 
 
Rep. Louser:  There wouldn’t be an option on the ballot to pick something.  It would be 
printed next to your name. 
 
Rep. Hoverson:  When you run for office, would you have to pick one ahead of time, or can 
you provide that word yourself? 
 
Rep. Louser:  You would provide the word as the party descriptor when your name goes on 
the ballot.  The suggestion in the bill was if you didn’t want to choose what is an established 
party, you would claim independent as a status.  I am open to the changes if the committee 
sees fit.  
 
Rep. Laning:  Do you see this as a mandate, not an option, for an individual running for local 
office?  
 
Rep. Louser:  Yes. 
 
Chairman Kasper:  The republican party in Fargo has a united republican party committee 
of all the districts in the city of Fargo and Cass county.  This past election the board of the 
URC decided to endorse the local candidates.  The process was they were asked if they 
wished to complete a survey and to let the URC know if they wanted to be endorsed by the 
URC.    
 
Rep. Louser:  This isn’t a process that would require endorsements.  This is simply a 
declaration on the ballot.      
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Rep. C. Johnson:  I am guessing on a local level you are going to see a majority of people 
check that independent box. 
 
Rep. Louser:  If you are referring to your membership in the party as a dues-paying member, 
that is probably accurate.  Somebody could be part of a party and not pay their dues, because 
that is how they are claiming.      
 
Rep.Mike Nathe appeared in support.  To me, this bill is for transparency and openness.  
We set tax policy, collect tax money, and spend tax money, no different than the political 
subs.  Why are they exempt from the transparency and openness?  The bill doesn’t force 
you to pick r or d.  You can vote independent.   
 
Rep. Karls:  We all know of people that we think are one party or another, and then totally 
vote with the other party.  Would declaring a party really help if they portray themselves as 
one party? 
 
Rep. Nathe:  To me, it is just about being up front in who they are.   
 
Rep. Rohr:  Do you think this will drive up the cost for the candidates if they declared their 
party? 
 
Rep. Nathe:  No, I don’t think so.  
 
Rep. Laning:  How would this help or hinder a park board election? 
 
Rep. Nathe:  It gives the public some more information about who that candidate is. 
 
Rep. Vetter:  Do you feel there are any offices that should be non-partisan like sheriff? 
 
Rep. Nathe:   I leave that to the bill sponsor. 
 
Opposition 
 
Linda Svihovec, Research Analyst with the North Dakota Association of Counties, 
appeared in opposition.  She suggested it change the wording to no party.  Attachment 2.  
(31:03-35:50) 
 
Rep. Hoverson:  Is it really possible to be politically neutral if in a political position? 
 
Linda Svihovec:  Yes, I am an example.  It was only until about the last five years I thought 
I might want to identify with a party.     
 
Rep. Vetter:  You knew what party your peers were, so why shouldn’t the general public 
know what party you belong to? 
 
Linda Svihovec:  I had a pretty good idea what party the commissioners were, but across 
53 counties, I probably could tell you what three or four were for sheriff, recorder, treasurer, 
and an auditor.    
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Rep. B. Koppelman:  I thought you were saying the non-partisan nature of local races allow 
that to happen which would insinuate that the partisan nature of our election doesn’t allow 
that to happen.  Do you believe that they are not the same? 
 
Linda Svihovec:  When you are talking about your urban legislative districts, yes they are 
your neighborhoods.  Many of the rural districts are so large that you didn’t know your 
legislators.   
 
Rep. B. Koppelman:  I served on a local school board, and it was obvious what political 
philosophy people had on the board.  Do you think our secretary of state has had an inability 
to handle elections because of his partisan office? 
 
Linda Svihovec:  Personally, I think there are some state elected offices right now that don’t 
make sense they are party affiliated as well.  From the association of counties perspective, I 
am not aware that anyone in the counties feels that the secretary of state has not performed 
his job because he is a republican.  
 
Chairman Kasper:  Are you suggesting that a person’s decision making process, values, 
and personality would change if they had to put an r, d, or I behind their name? 
 
Linda Svihovec:  I would say the opportunity would be there for that.  They might have some 
flexibility if they weren’t party affiliated. 
 
Chairman Kasper:  I know Rep. Anderson who you mentioned in your testimony, and I don’t 
think there is anybody in your area that didn’t know that he was a very ultra conservative 
republican.  Did that handle change his demeanor or decision making process from your 
observation when he served in the other capacity?  Don’t answer that.  I just made an 
observation. 
 
Doug Schonert, former Burleigh County Commissioner, appeared in opposition.  
Attachment 3.  (46:26-50:26) 
 
Shannon Straight, Alderman, City Council, City of Minot, appeared in opposition.  
Attachment 4.  (50:50-56:46) 
 
Rep. Schauer:  Could you go down the council seats and know whether they are 
conservative or liberal? 
 
Mr. Straight:  I don’t really know. 
 
Rep. Schauer:  Why do you think it would impact what you are doing locally? 
 
Mr. Straight:  It adds a layer of complication that I don’t think is necessary.  I wanted to serve 
my community.  I have no desire to aspire to anything larger in politics.  That passion speaks 
more than a designation. 
 
Rep. B. Koppelman:  Do you believe there is much difference in a lower case I independent 
versus no party? 
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Mr. Straight:  In most cases people want to elect someone on a local level that wants to 
serve, and it doesn’t really matter what the party affiliation is. 
 
Rep. Hoverson:  How would the voter find out how you think? 
 
Mr. Straight:  Throughout the Make Minot campaign we were very tactful in not criticizing 
decisions that have been made in the past.  I think you can ask us.  We are personable 
people. 
 
Rep. P. Anderson:  If you put a motion in front of your group at the next meeting that you 
had to declare on the ballot for the next commission and mayor race, would that pass?   
 
Mr. Straight:  I think it would fail.   
 
Rep. P. Anderson:  This is the state mandating to local.  How do you feel about putting in 
this bill that every political sub could decide on your own? 
 
Mr. Straight:  One-size model doesn’t work.     
 
Rep. Vetter:  Don’t you think running as an independent would give you an advantage? 
 
Mr. Straight:  From the city’s representation on the ballot, I think a blank slate is much better.  
 
Rep. Vetter:  Sometimes you clearly know.  With this, you could say I am non-partisan.   
 
Mr. Straight:  For me it becomes a slippery slope.  I can put anything I want on if I want to 
run for city council.  Maybe some people want to embrace what party you represent.  I think 
many people don’t.  Many people just want to serve their community, put in a short period of 
time and next woman up, man up philosophy.  
 
Josh Wolsky District 5 constituent and current Minot alderman, appeared in opposition.  
We were trying to solve citizen engagement with the Make Minot campaign.  We identified 
the form of government in our council and ward system as being one of the barriers to that 
engagement.  At the local level we make these decisions on an individual basis, and we do 
not follow them on party lines traditionally.  Local government is not a party-building 
foundation.  In Minot our challenge was engagement, and engagement comes from people 
being informed and being involved in their government.  It doesn’t come from assuming a 
particular idea about a person because of a particular label they wear.        
 
Chairman Kasper:  Would putting a label beside your name change how you would make 
decisions as a member of the Minot city council? 
 
Mr. Wolsky:  No.  I am not completely sure what the parties represent any more.  We listen 
to what our citizens have to say.  We look at the challenges we have to face and make 
decisions on what we think is the best course.   
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Chairman Kasper:  Would not the candidate identified with a party or no party philosophy 
help your voters become a little bit more knowledgeable about where you might be politically 
in decision making process if you were elected? 
 
Mr. Wolsky:  Possibly.  Our community has become more engaged and informed.  It has 
nothing to do with parties. 
 
Rep. Schneider:  Would putting a party affiliation on your local ballot impair your ability to 
engage and to get consensus and carry through on projects and goals with folks in Minot and 
how that might happen? 
 
Mr. Wolsky:  Yes.  I think wearing that label right now would be a detriment to the work we 
do.   
 
Chairman Kasper:  Would not the safe harbor of no party or independent give you the 
opportunity to not get involved with being labeled? 
 
Mr. Wolsky:  It certainly is an option that I think would be embraced by many local 
candidates, but I don’t know what mandating it serves the process. 
 
Rep. Schauer:  If you had the party affiliation and you had the success, wouldn’t that be 
inspirational to what is happening today?   
 
Mr. Wolsky:  Perhaps, but the success of the Minot story is a result of citizens engaging.  It 
happened naturally.   
 
Rep. B. Koppelman:  What would you say to an individual who wanted to run for a Minot 
local office and want to run as a fill in the blank party?  Would you ask them what value would 
that have?   
 
Mr. Wolsky:  Absolutely not.   
 
Rep. B. Koppelman:  What is wrong with that being we are not forcing anybody to claim a 
party, because they have the option of independent or possibly no party? 
 
Mr. Wolsky:  I think government is here to do the work of the people and for the citizens that 
are most engaged and willing to seek out information about their candidates.  I don’t have a 
problem with those citizens being able to make important decisions in the voting booth.   
 
Rep. B. Koppelman:  Making it hard on all levels would be better? 
 
Mr. Wolsky:  No.  I think we are talking about two separate issues.  The physical act of voting 
is not the same as being an informed voter.   
 
Jim Neubauer, City Administrator for Mandan, appeared for Commissioner Davis in 
opposition.  Attachment 5 was written testimony from Commissioner Davis and 
Commissioner Larson.  January 22, Mandan City Commission took a position in opposition 
for all of the reasons previously stated.   
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Debbie Kroshus, Burleigh County Recorder, appeared in opposition.  Attachment 6 
included her testimony as well other county recorders.  (1:32-1:37) 
    
Dana Schaar Jahner, North Dakota Recreation and Park Association, appeared in 
opposition.  Attachment 7.  (1:37-1:39) 
 
Kevin Vein, City Council Member, City of Grand Forks, appeared in opposition.  
Attachment 8.  (1:40-1:43) 
 
Rep. Vetter:  Were all the members of the city council present for that vote? 
 
Mr. Vein:  There was one absent.  There are 7 members.  It was 5-1.  The person that voted 
against was primarily a procedural.   
 
Jerry Obenauer, Hazen Mayor, appeared in opposition. 
 
Blake Crosby, Executive Director of the North Dakota League of Cities, appeared in 
opposition.  Attachment 9 included written testimony from other city officials throughout the 
state. (1:46-1:54) 
     
Rep. Louser:  I take exception to your suggestion that this was out of state.  I have not been 
contacted by anybody from out of state.  
 
Mr. Crosby:  This is discussion that has been had among a number of league directors from 
around the US.  I will not identify the entity. 
 
Rep. Louser:  If it was an out of state interest group, would they be familiar with the __ Act 
and exempt federal employees.  That wasn’t in my original bill. 
 
Mr. Crosby:  I publicly apologize if I offended you.  I did not mean to do so and retract that 
statement. 
 
Rep. Vetter:  If we can run a partisan campaign and work together here, why can’t they? 
 
Mr. Crosby:  It is because of the policies they are dealing with.  They are very much held to 
be locally accountable.   
 
Rep. Schauer:  If I put an I or NP on my name, is that partisan?  
 
Mr. Crosby:  Yes, because you have designated you have a certain philosophical base. 
 
Chairman Kasper:  Which informs the electorate? 
 
Mr. Crosby:  It does inform the electorate, but the small cities are saying things are fine the 
way they are.  
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Chairman Kasper:  I can assure you there is a whole lot of people in this legislature who 
forget about the political philosophy of the party once they get here, and they work on their 
philosophy that they believe is the correct philosophy.   
 
Mr. Crosby:  I see that.  I asked myself that question as I saw these testimonies came in.  
The answer I came up with is we are all guilty by association from the federal level. 
 
Chairman Kasper closed the hearing.   
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to references to party affiliation in elections; relating to party affiliation in petitions of 
candidates for city elective offices 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachments 1-2 

 
Chairman Kasper opened the meeting on HB 1375. 
 
Rep. Louser presented Attachments 1 and 2. (:45-3:15) 
 
Rep. Schneider:  The testimony was universally negative.  Neither one of these 
amendments can change that negativity.  I would hate to waste a lot of our time on 
amendments that are still going to allow the bill to have its negative attributes.   

 

Rep. Laning:  I think this is going to make a mess out of small town elections.  I am opposed 
to this bill entirely. 
 
Rep. P. Anderson:  I am going to oppose.  We are all about local control, but all of a sudden 
we are not about local control.    
 
Rep. B. Koppelman:  I didn’t hear from a lot of citizens opposed to this idea.  It was all 
elected officials who seemed to be worried about what their reelection prospects were going 
to be if they had to identify what party they were from.  
 
Rep. Louser moved amendment 2002. 
 
Rep. Vetter seconded the motion. 
 
Voice vote.  Motion carries. 
 
Rep. Louser moved amendment 2003. 
 
Rep. B. Koppelman seconded the motion. 
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Voice vote.  Motion carries. 
 
Rep. Louser made a motion for a DO PASS AS AMENDED. 
 
Rep. B. Koppelman seconded the motion. 
 
Rep. P. Anderson:  I just looked at all the cities, large and small, that said don’t do this.  I 
am going to vote no on this. 
 
Rep. Schneider:  In reviewing those that were against it, and they weren’t people up for 
reelection, and at my two town halls, they were not people that were up for reelection.  It is 
mean spirited and partisan.  
 
Rep. Louser:  2001 amendment needs to be added if we didn’t action. 
 
Chairman Kasper:  We need to consider 2001 which allows the __ employees not to declare 
a party affiliation.  
 
Rep. Louser and Koppelman withdrew their previous motion.  
 
Rep. Louser:  I move the 2001 amendment. 
 
Rep. B. Koppelman seconded the motion. 
 
Voice vote.  Motion carries. 
 
Rep. Schauer:  I would disagree the fact that it was called a bad bill.  It is not mean spirited.  
However, there isn’t any appetite that I have seen for this bill.  I think it will come across as 
big bad Bismarck telling the locals what to do, so I will oppose the bill.  
 
Rep. Louser made a motion for a DO PASS AS AMENDED. 
 
Rep. B. Koppelman seconded the motion.  I appreciate the amendments do include no 
party. 
 
A roll call vote was taken.  4-10, 0 absent.  Motion fails. 
 
Rep. Laning made a motion for a DO NOT PASS AS AMENDED.  
 
Rep. P. Anderson seconded the motion. 
 
A roll call vote was taken.  10-4, 0 absent. 
 
Rep. P. Anderson will carry the bill. 
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19.0069.02002 
Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Representative Louser 

February 12, 2019 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 1375 

Page 1, line 2, after the first comma insert "40-21-06," 

Page 1, line 3, remove "; and to repeal section 40-21-06 of the North Dakota Century Code," 

Page 1, line 4, remove "relating to references to party affiliation in petitions of candidates for 
city elective offices" 

Page 1, line 12, overstrike "or" 

Page 1, line 13, after "instruction" insert ", or an elective county office other than county 
commissioner, state's attorney, and sheriff" 

Page 2, line 24, overstrike "mentioned" and insert immediately thereafter "identified as no-party 
candidates" 

Page 2, line 24, after "law" insert "as a no-party office" 

Page 3, after line 29, insert: 

"SECTION 5. AMENDMENT. Section 40-21-06 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

40-21-06. Reference to party ballot or affiliation in petition of candidate for 
municipal office prohibited . 

No reference may be made to a party ballot nor to the party affiliation of a 
candidate in a petition to be filed by or in behalf of a candidate for nomination to a 
public office in any incorporated city in this state, except as required by 
section 40-21-07." 

Page 4, line 18, after "candidates" insert "for city council member, city commissioner, mayor, or 
park board member" 

Page 4, line 20, replace "independent" with "no party" 

Page 5, line 7, after "individual" insert "for an office for which a party designation or no-party 
designation is required under section 40-21-07" 

Page 5, line 9, replace "word "independent" with "phrase "no party" 

Page 5, remove line 15 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 19.0069.02002 
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19.0069.02003 
Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Representative Louser 

February 13, 2019 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 1375 

Page 1, line 1, after "sections" insert "15.1-09-08, 15.1-09-11," 

Page 1, line 2, after the first comma insert "40-21-06," 

Page 1, line 3, remove "; and to repeal section 40-21-06 of the North Dakota Century Code," 

Page 1, line 4, remove "relating to references to party affiliation in petitions of candidates for 
city elective offices" 

Page 1, after line 5, insert: 

"SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 15.1-09-08 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

15.1-09-08. School district elections - Candidate filings. 

An individual seeking election to the board of a school district shall prepare and 
sign a document stating the individual's name amt the position for which that individual 
is a candidate; and the party designated by the individual as being the party to which 
the individual belongs, or, if the individual chooses, identifying the individual as "no 
Q.fil:1y'.'.. A candidate shall also file a statement of interests as required by section 
16.1-09-02. Whether or not the election is held in conjunction with a statewide election, 
these documents must be filed with the school district business manager, or mailed to 
and in the possession of the business manager, by four p.m. of the sixty-fourth day 
before the election. 

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 15.1-09-11 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

15.1-09-11. School district elections - Preparation of ballots. 

1. At least forty days before the election, the business manager shall prepare 
and cause to be printed, or otherwise uniformly reproduced, an official 
ballot containing the names of all individuals who have indicated their 
intent to be candidates by meeting the provisions of section 15.1-09-08. 
Next to or underneath each candidate's name, the ballot must include the 
name of the designated party or "no party" as selected by the candidate 
under section 15.1-09-08. The business manager shall notify the 
candidates as to the time and place of the drawing for position on the 
ballot. 

2. The ballot must be nonpartisan in form and include: 

a. The words "official ballot" at the top; 

b. The name of the school district; 

c. The date of the election; 

d. The number of persons to be elected to each office; and 

Page No. 1 19.0069.02003 



e. Below the list of candidates for each office, blank spaces in which 
names not printed on the ballot may be written." 

Page 1, line 12, overstrike "or" 

Page 1, line 13, after "instruction" insert ", or an elective county office other than county 
commissioner, state's attorney, and sheriff'' 

Page 2, line 24, overstrike "mentioned" and insert immediately thereafter "identified as no-party 
candidates" 

Page 2, line 24, after "law" insert "as a no-party office" 

Page 3, after line 29, insert: 

"SECTION 7. AMENDMENT. Section 40-21-06 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

40-21-06. Reference to party ballot or affiliation in petition of candidate for 
municipal office prohibited. 

No reference may be made to a party ballot nor to the party affiliation of a 
candidate in a petition to be filed by or in behalf of a candidate for nomination to a 
public office in any incorporated city in this state, except as required by 
section 40-21-07." 

Page 4, line 18, after "candidates" insert "for city council member, city commissioner, mayor, or 
park board member" 

Page 4, line 20, replace "independent" with "no party" 

Page 5, line 7, after "individual" insert "for an office for which a party designation or no-party 
designation is required under section 40-21-07" 

Page 5, line 9, replace "word "independent" with "phrase "no party" 

Page 5, remove line 15 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 2 19.0069.02003 
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19.0069.02001 
Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Representative Louser 

January 22, 2019 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 1375 

Page 4, line 20, after ""independent"" insert ". However, a candidate who is a federal 
government employee does not need to designate a party affiliation" 

Page 5, line 9, after ""independent"" insert ". However, a candidate who is a federal 
government employee does not need to designate a party affiliation" 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 19.0069.02001 



19.0069.02004 
Title.03000 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
the House Government and Veterans Affairs 
Committee 

February 15, 2019 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 1375 

Page 1, line 1, after "sections" insert "15.1-09-08, 15.1-09-11," 

Page 1, line 2, after the first comma insert "40-21-06," 

Page 1, line 3, remove "; and to repeal section 40-21-06 of the North Dakota Century Code," 

Page 1, line 4, remove "relating to references to party affiliation in petitions of candidates for 
city elective offices" 

Page 1, after line 5, insert: 

"SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 15.1-09-08 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

15.1-09-08. School district elections - Candidate filings. 

An individual seeking election to the board of a school district shall prepare and 
sign a document stating the individual's name amt the position for which that individual 
is a candidate; and the party designated by the individual as being the party to which 
the individual belongs, or, if the individual chooses, identifying the individual as "no 
Q..filti.'.. A candidate shall also file a statement of interests as required by section 
16.1-09-02. Whether or not the election is held in conjunction with a statewide election, 
these documents must be filed with the school district business manager, or mailed to 
and in the possession of the business manager, by four p.m. of the sixty-fourth day 
before the election. 

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 15.1-09-11 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

15.1-09-11. School district elections - Preparation of ballots. 

1. At least forty days before the election, the business manager shall prepare 
and cause to be printed, or otherwise uniformly reproduced, an official 
ballot containing the names of all individuals who have indicated their 
intent to be candidates by meeting the provisions of section 15.1-09-08. 
Next to or underneath each candidate's name, the ballot must include the 
name of the designated party or "no party" as selected by the candidate 
under section 15.1-09-08. The business manager shall notify the 
candidates as to the time and place of the drawing for position on the 
ballot. 

2. The ballot must be nonpartisan in form and include: 

a. The words "official ballot" at the top; 

b. The name of the school district; 

c. The date of the election; 

d. The number of persons to be elected to each office; and 

Page No. 1 19.0069.02004 



e. Below the list of candidates for each office, blank spaces in which 
names not printed on the ballot may be written." 

Page 1, line 12, overstrike "or" 

Page 1, line 13, after "instruction" insert ", or an elective county office other than county 
commissioner, state's attorney, and sheriff'' 

Page 2, line 24, overstrike "mentioned" and insert immediately thereafter "identified as no-party 
candidates" 

Page 2, line 24, after "law" insert "as a no-party office" 

Page 3, after line 29, insert: 

"SECTION 7. AMENDMENT. Section 40-21-06 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

40-21-06. Reference to party ballot or affiliation in petition of candidate for 
municipal office prohibited. 

No reference may be made to a party ballot nor to the party affiliation of a 
candidate in a petition to be filed by or in behalf of a candidate for nomination to a 
public office in any incorporated city in this state, except as required by 
section 40-21-07." 

Page 4, line 18, after "candidates" insert "for city council member, city commissioner, mayor, or 
park board member" 

Page 4, line 20, replace "independent" with "no party" 

Page 4, line 20, after the second underscored quotation mark insert ". However, a candidate 
who is a federal government employee does not need to designate a party affiliation" 

Page 5, line 7, after "individual" insert "for an office for which a party designation or no-party 
designation is required under section 40-21-07" 

Page 5, line 9, replace "word "independent" with "phrase "no party" 

Page 5, line 9, after the second underscored quotation mark insert ". However, a candidate who 
is a federal employee does not need to designate a party affiliation" 

Page 5, remove line 15 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 2 19.0069.02004 
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Roll Call Vote#: I 

2019 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ROLL CALL VOTES _ 

BILURESOLUTION NO. /37..) 
House Government and Veterans Affairs 

D Subcommittee 

Committee 

Amendment LC# or Description: ____ (t_._.; c:J __ O. __ �_'(_._a;;}o ___ C)_-z__ __________ _ 

Recommendation: � Adopt Amendment 
D Do Pass D Do Not Pass D Without Committee Recommendation 

Other Actions: 

D As Amended 
D Place on Consent Calendar 
D Reconsider 

D Rerefer to Appropriations 

D 

Motion Made By Seconded By 

Representatives Yes No Representatives Yes 
Chairman Jim Kasper Rep. Pamela Anderson 
Vice Chair Vicky Steiner Rep. Mary Schneider -::J 17 
Rep. Jeff Hoverson --: () L u-

Rep. Craig Johnson I \ f'cyv-
Rep. Daniel Johnston lJ 
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Com Stand ing Committee Report 
February 1 8 , 201 9  7 :34AM 

Modu le  ID :  h_stcom rep_31_001 
Carrier :  P. Anderson 

I nsert LC: 1 9 .0069.02004 Tit le :  03000 

REPORT OF STAN DING COMMITTEE 
HB 1 375:  Government and Veterans Affa i rs Committee ( Rep. Kasper, Cha irman) 

recommends AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended , recommends 
DO NOT PASS ( 1 0 YEAS, 4 NAYS , 0 ABSENT AN D NOT VOTI NG) .  HB 1 375 was 
p laced on the S ixth order on the calendar. 

Page 1 ,  l i ne  1 ,  after "sections" i nsert " 1 5 . 1 -09-08 ,  1 5 . 1 -09-1 1 , " 

Page 1 ,  l i ne  2 ,  after the fi rst comma insert "40-2 1 -06 , "  

Page 1 ,  l i ne  3 ,  remove " ;  a n d  to repeal section 40-2 1 -06 o f  the North Dakota Century Code , "  

Page 1 ,  l i n e  4 ,  remove " relati ng to references to party affi l iat ion i n  petitions of cand idates for 
city e lective offices" 

Page 1 ,  after l i ne  5 ,  i nsert :  

"SECTION 1 .  AM ENDMENT. Section 1 5 . 1 -09-08 of the North Dakota 
Century Code is amended and reenacted as fo l lows : 

1 5 . 1 -09-08.  School d istrict elections - Cand idate fi l ings .  

An i nd ivid ua l  seeking e lection to  the board of  a schoo l d i strict sha l l  prepare 
and s ign  a document stating the ind ividua l 's name amt the pos ition for which that 
i nd iv idua l  is a cand idate; and the party designated by the i nd iv idua l  as be ing the 
party to wh ich the i nd iv idua l  belongs, or, if the ind ivid ua l  chooses, identify ing the 
i nd iv idua l  as "no party" . A candidate sha l l  a lso fi le a statement of in terests as 
requ i red by section 1 6 . 1 -09-02 . Whether or  not the e lect ion is he ld in conjunction 
with a statewide e lection ,  these documents must be fi led with the school d istrict 
bus i ness manager, or mai led to and i n  the possession of the bus iness manager, by 
fou r  p . m .  of the s ixty-fourth day before the election . 

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 1 5 . 1 -09-1 1 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as fo l lows: 

1 5 . 1 -09-1 1 . School d istrict elections - Preparation of bal lots . 

1 .  At least forty days before the election ,  the bus iness manager sha l l  
p repare and cause to be pr inted , or otherwise u n iform ly reproduced , an 
offic ia l bal lot conta in ing the names of a l l  i nd iv id ua ls who have ind icated 
the i r  i ntent to be candidates by meeti ng the prov is ions of section 
1 5 . 1 -09-08 .  Next to or u nderneath each cand idate's name, the bal lot 
must inc lude the name of the designated party or "no party" as selected 
by the cand idate under sect ion 1 5 . 1 -09-08 .  The bus i ness manager sha l l  
notify the cand idates as to the time and p lace of the d rawing  for posit ion 
on  the bal lot. 

2 .  T h e  ba l lot must be nonpartisan in form and inc lude :  

a .  The words "official bal lot" a t  the  top ;  

b .  The name of  the school d istrict; 

c. The date of the election ;  

d .  T h e  number o f  persons to b e  elected to each office; and 

e .  Be low the  l ist o f  candidates for each office , b lank spaces i n  which 
names not pr inted on the bal lot may be written . "  

Page 1 ,  l i ne  1 2 , overstri ke "or" 

( 1 ) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 1 h_stcomrep_3 1_00 1 



Com Standing Committee Report 
February 1 8 , 20 1 9  7 : 34AM 

Modu le ID :  h_stcom rep_31 _001  
Carrier: P. Anderson 

Insert LC : 1 9 .0069.02004 Tit le :  03000 

Page 1 ,  l i ne 1 3 , after " i nstruction"  i nsert ". or  an  e lective cou nty office other  than cou nty 
commiss ioner. state"s attorney, and sheriff '  

Page 2 ,  l i ne 24,  overstri ke "ment ioned" and i nsert immed iately thereafter " i dent if ied as 
no-party cand idates" 

Page 2, l i ne 24, after " law" i nsert "as a no-party office" 

Page 3, afte r l i ne  29 ,  insert :  

"SECTION 7 .  AMEN DMENT. Section 40-2 1 -06 of  the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as fo l lows : 

40-21 -06 .  Reference to party ba l lot or affi l iation in petit ion of candidate 
for mun ic ipa l  office proh ibited . 

No reference may be made to a party bal lot nor to the party affi l i at ion of a 
cand idate i n  a petit ion to be fi led by or i n  behalf of a cand idate for nom i nat ion to a 
pub l ic  office i n  any i ncorporated city i n  th is state. except as requ i red by 
sect ion 40-2 1 -07 . "  

Page 4 ,  l i ne  1 8 , after "cand idates" i nsert "for  city counc i l  member. c ity commiss ioner. mayor. 
or park board member" 

Page 4 ,  l i ne  20 ,  rep lace " i ndependent" with "no party" 

Page 4 ,  l i ne  20 ,  after the second underscored quotation mark insert " .  However. a cand idate 
who is a federa l  government employee does not need to des ignate a party affi l iation"  

Page 5 ,  l i ne 7 ,  after " i nd iv id ua l "  i nsert "for an  office for wh ich a party designat ion o r  no-party 
des ignat ion is requ i red u nder sect ion 40-2 1 -07" 

Page 5 ,  l i ne  9 ,  replace "word " i ndependent" with "ph rase "no party" 

Page 5, l i ne  9, after the second underscored quotat ion mark i nsert " .  However, a cand idate 
who is a federa l  employee does not need to designate a party affi l iat ion "  

Page 5 ,  remove l i ne  1 5  

Renumber accord i ng ly 

( 1 ) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 2 h_stcom rep_3 1 _00 1 



2019 TESTIMONY 

HB 1375 
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• 

• 

:r.:r I 4 13 I 3 ? 5 
19.0069.02001 
Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for � - /  - 1 1 Representative Louser 
January 22, 2019 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 1375 

Page 4, line 20, after ""independent"" insert ". However, a candidate who is a federal 
government employee does not need to designate a party affiliation" 

Page 5, line 9, after ""independent"' ' insert ". However. a candidate who is a federal 
government employee does not need to designate a party affiliation" 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 19. 0069.02001 
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Test imony  P repa red fo r the 
House Government  & Vete ra ns  Affa i rs 
Feb ru a ry 1, 2019 
By :  L i n d a  Svi hovec, N DACo Resea rch Ana lyst 

# .2--
-/ � / � 7 ' 

� � I - I Cj  

&NDACo 
NORTH DAKOTA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES 

RE :  OPPOSE House Bi l l  1375 - Party Affi l iation for County/City E lection Candidates 

Good morn i ng  Cha i rman  Kasper and  comm ittee members .  For the record, my name  is Li nda  

Sv i hovec, Resea rch Ana lyst with the North Da kota Assoc iat ion of  Cou nt ies .  Tha n k  you fo r th i s  

opport un ity to p rov ide  test imony oppos i ng  HB  1375 wh ich changes how we e lect city and  

cou nty offi c i a l s  i n  No rth Dakota .  Cu rrent l aw p rovides  that  city and  cou nty offi c i a l s  a re to  be 

e l ected on  a no-pa rty ba l lot .  H B1375 req u i res cand i d ates for c ity and cou nty off ices to ident ify 

a pa rty on  the  pet i t ion ,  affi davit fo r nom inat ion ,  a nd  on  the ba l l ot .  

P r io r  to my ret i rement  from McKenz ie  Cou nty i n  J u n e  2017,  I served 22  yea rs as  the "no-party" 

e lected county a u d itor/treasurer .  I n  a l l  of those yea rs, I never once cons i de red that  a pol i t ica l 

p a rty wou l d  o r  shou l d  i nfl uence the respons i b i l ity a nd  d ut ies  I h ad  to ca rry out  the centu ry code 

req u i rements of my job .  Th i s  was espec i a l ly important  i n  my ro l e  as  the  ch i ef e lect ion  off icer 

fo r the county. In t h at ro le, I fe lt that it was important  to rema i n  po l i t ica l ly neutra l in a l l  

a spects o f  t he  e l ect ion  set u p  and  adm i n i strat ion  p rocess. 

For  the major ity of my aud ito r/treasu rer ca reer, I was fort unate to work with a group  of fe l low 

e lected offi c i a l s  who unde rstood that co l l ect ive ly ou r  goa l was to prov ide  the best service to 

the  c i t i zens  of the  cou nty, rega rd less of persona l  po l i t i ca l  be l i efs . I t  i s  cr i t ica l t hat cou nty 

e lected offi c i a l s  a re objective and  without b i a s  in order  to p rovide  cou nty services effi c ient ly 

and cost effect ive ly .  The best county comm iss ioners I h ave worked with he ld oppos i ng  po l i t ica l 

v iews, but  when  they came to the board meet i ng  to add ress an  emergency, a zon i n g  i ssue, or 

a n  i nvestment  in  a major road project, the i r  pa rty affi l i at ion was i rre leva nt .  Recent ly, county 

com m iss ione rs ac ross the state have had  to dea l  with enormous i ssues such as  DAPL, f lood i ng, 

• and  a n  o i l  boom .  I n  t imes of cr is i s, po l it ics does not h ave a p l ace .  

I 
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Cou nty e l ected offi c i a l s  serve the i r  county res idents who a re a l so the i r  ne igh bors, i n - l aws, 

c lassmates, p a rents, c h i l d ren ,  and  fe l low chu rch members .  These re lat ions h i ps a n d  the 

com m itment to serve the i r  constituents i n  a respons i b l e  manne r  i s  what i n s p i res cou nty e lected 

offi c i a l s  to run for offi ce .  Po l it i c i z i ng county e lected offices may d eter futu re l e ade rs from 

ru n n i ng for loca l p u b l i c  office .  

Cha i rman  Kaspe r  a n d  comm ittee members, on beha lf of ou r  53 member  cou nt ies, the N D  

Assoc iat ion o f  Cou nt ies  u rges a D O  N OT PASS o n  H B1375, a s  it wi l l  n egat ive ly imp act grass 

roots, nonpa rt i san ,  county e l ect ions and  those who ru n for county office . 



• HB 1375 

• 

Chairman Kasper and Committee Members : 

My name is Doug Schonert. I come before you today to speak m 
opposition of House Bill 1375. 

I served as a Burleigh County Commissioner for 24 years. I have been 
very proud and pleased that the county commission office is a non-partisan 
elective office. 

In nonpartisan elections, each candidate for office is eligible based 
on her or his own merits rather than as a member of a political 
party. No political affiliation (if one exists) is shown on the ballot 
next to a candidate. Generally, the winner is chosen from a runoff 
election where the candidates are the top two vote-getters from a 
primary election. In some elections, the candidates might be 
members of a national party, but do not run as party members for 
local office . 

Citing: Non-partisan democracy From Wikipedia 

During my tenure as County Commissioner, I worked with city 
commissioners from the Cities of Lincoln, Bismarck, Mandan, Regan, Wing, 
and Wilton and many officers affiliated with the many other counties' 
townships. During all of my meetings with these individuals, little to no 
politics was discussed. That is the way it should be. 

I believe once a political affiliation (D, R, I) is attached to your name, 
your  constituents would have different expectation of you and your  decisions. 

It appears that state and federal partisan politics have become more 
and more out of control and gotten to the point of causing conflict between 
friends, neighbors, and even family members. This all has a negative effect on 
our communities and families. 

I do not want this to happen on the local levels. Over the years I made 

• 
many decision, some could be considered very conservative and others very 



-ft 3 
ff- 8  / :, 7 '>-, �- I - J 9 

Page 2 of 2 

• liberal, but I felt no loyalty to any party and had the freedom to make good 

• 

• 

choices as the situation or issue may have called for. 

I firmly believe in grassroots government. It is defined as service by 

the common or ordinary people, especially as contrasted with the 
leadership or elite of a political party, social organization, etc. ; the 
rank and file. 

Citing: http://www.dictionary.com/browse/grassroots. 

Mandating the recording of a reference to a party affiliation in elections 
of candidates will only cause more and stronger partisanship on the local 
level. We should be working towards a better understanding of the other 
person' s  views and work towards the betterment of our communities. 

Before mandating political affiliation upon local elected officials, 
whether they are county, city, township, school boards, or any other local 
elected offices, you need to reach out for input from and to ask the citizens if 
they support this change. I believe that the citizens and the local elected office 
holders and/or candidates would agree that this is a bad idea. It is critical 
that all local government remain as grassroots government. 

For these reasons, I ask for a No vote on HB 1375. 

Douglas Schonert 
14600 201 Ave NE 
Baldwin, ND 5852 1 
701 223- 1610  (Home) 
70 1 220-3279 (Cell) 
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House Government and Veterans Affairs 

Chairman J im Kasper, 
February 1, 2 0 1 9  

By: Shannon Straight 

Alderman, City Council, City of Minot 

Shannon.straight@minotnd.org 

70 1 . 72 1 .5 5 3 3  

H B  1375 

Chairman Kasper and Members o f  the House Government and  Veterans Affairs 

Committee, my name is  Shannon Straight. The governing body of  the City of Minot is 

a city council consisting of the mayor and six aldermen. I am one of  those six 

aldermen. Thank you for the opportunity to speak today on behalf of our entire city 

council .  

This bi l l  would require the city auditor, whi le preparing the ballot for a city election, 

to place the name of a designated party, such "Republican," "Democrat-NPL," or 

other minor party name, designated by the individual, as being the party to which 

the individual belongs, or i f  the individual so chooses, the word "independent." We 

see l ittle purpose in doing this  for local elections. Whi le candidates for city council 

may or may not have a party affiliations, it matters l ittle for local elections. 

I have a great deal of respect for Representative Louser and his commitment and 

determination to serve Minot and our state. I am proud of  my friend and of the work 

we did together with many others on the #MakeMinot campaign. #MakeMinot was 

the first significant pol itical change in our community in some 50 years. It 

represents collaboration to perfection because it was absent of pol itical party 

I 
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affil iation. It reduced our City Council from 14  to 6 members with a voting Mayor 

and adds accountabi l ity for voters. It speaks to the 'more unites us than divides us 

mental ity' because it was a collective of political stripes from various backgrounds 

that worked tirelessly to gain the publics trust before gaining overwhelming 

community support through a publ ic vote. 

At the city level, we are very close to our constituents. I f  we do not know our 

constituents d irectly, I would submit we are separated by only one degree.  I n  other 

words, the voter would least know someone who knows us d irectly. We want to 

encourage voters in city elections to get to know us personal ly. Party affiliation 

tends to p lace people in  pol itical camps that have l ittle to do with local decis ion 

making. 

HB 1 375  would only further exacerbate pol itical division and the skeptic ism of 

government. The success of #MakeMinot was less about R & D, or I and more about 

WE/US. Let's keep in  mind the numerous folks that possibly l ike you get involved 

and run for office more out of a desire to represent family, serve their community 

and try their best to aid our great state. It's not out of representing a label that only 

defines a small aspect of who one may be or want to be. Our backgrounds, l i fe 

experiences, and famil iarity with city issues are more important at the l ocal l evel 

than party affil iation.  That's what we want the voter to focus on. 

• 

• 

• 
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At the city level, we don't really deal with broad social or economic issues that wil l  

have impl ications state-wide. That's where party affil iation matters---and why it's 

significant to the voter in legislative and statewide races. Our decis ions impact only 

the citizens of a small pol itical subdivis ion.  We are deal ing with budget issues, city 

staffing, zoning and city management. Party affil iation i s  s imply not relevant to the 

vast majority of issues that come before a city council 

A city counci l  must operate based on regular interactions with other council 

members. We must deal with each other on a basis of col legial ity. Listing party 

affil iation on the ballot for city elections might introduce a partisan flare into city 

counci l  meetings that would be unproductive and create unintended quorum 

• 
gridlock due to the small size of local counci ls .  Our council consists of only seven 

members .  As an alderman, I need to quickly look past labels and deal with each of 

my col leagues on a more personal level . We are concerned that introducing party 

affil iation into city pol itics would foster an environment in which our council  breaks 

into pol itical camps rather than focusing on local issues .  

-

In  c losing, many folks simply want to do their part and serve for a period of time. 

There i s  l i ttle reason to encourage the public to see that council i s  somehow 

control led by "Republ icans," the "Democrats-NPL.," or other minority party. When I 

ran, I d id not seek the help of any political party. At the local level, that is  s imply 

unnecessary, and, further unproductive to advance city interests. 

3 
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In fact, in  the three years I 've served Minot not once has someone asked my party 

affil iation .  It doesn't matter because people know my passion for the place.  It's my 

hometown, where I grew up and returned to l ive & work following the 2 0 1 1  Flood.  

I f  HB  1 3 7 5  were to pass ,  "how many l ike me would never run, nor stand before you 

now, because either they don't know what party represents them or don't care and 

would rather not be labeled in order to serve."  Passion and commitment to service 

need to be pre-requites, not what party you also want to serve. I respectfully 

encourage a "Do Not Pass" on HB 1375 .  Thank you for your  time and for serving 

North Dakota and I would be happy to stand for any questions .  

• 

• 

• 



House Government and Veterans Affairs Committee 
February 1, 2019 

HB 1375 

Cha i rm a n  Kaspe r  a n d  mem bers of the House  Gove rnment a n d  Vete rans  Affa i rs Comm ittee .  Fo r 
the  record I a m  Scott Davis ,  a nd  tod ay I a m  here as a City Comm iss ione r  from the City of 
M a n d a n ,  a n d  i n  oppos i t ion of House B i l l  1375 .  

The M a n d a n  C i ty  Comm iss ion ,  on J a n u a ry 22nd , took a u n a n imous  pos it i on  to oppose th i s  b i l l  a s  
we fee l  t he re i s  n o  p l ace fo r pa rt isa n e lect ion s  a t  the loca l l eve l .  Po l it i ca l p a rt ies  p l ay an  
i m po rta nt ro l e  i n  a l l  e l ect ions ,  howeve r I fee l  they a re i rre l evant to p rovi d i n g  many  of the  
se rv ices we p rovi d e .  There  i s  an  o l d  sayi n g  for th i s, and  I 'm not s u re who the author  i s, but i t  
goes  l i ke th i s, "The re i s  no Democratic, Rep u b l i can o r  I n dependent way to p i ck  up  the ga rbage ." 

I wou ld a rgue  that non-part i san e lect ions  at the loca l l eve l a re more l i ke l y  to encou rage more 
mode rate can d id ates beca use cand i d ates a re m ore l i ke ly to have to seek votes from across the 
po l it i ca l s pectr u m wh ich may l ead  to e l ect io n s  that a re more competit ive . M a ny i n d iv i dua l s  I 
k now that ru n for loca l offi ce a re not i nterested i n  pa rty affi l i at i ons  a n d  s imp ly p refe r to focus  
o n  t he  i s sues  that  affect the i r  city. 

Opponents may  a rgue that the absence of p a rty l a be l s  confuses vote rs a nd  th at in the absence 
of p a rty affi l i at i on ,  u n p repared voters often t u rn to whatever cue  i s  ava i l a b l e, which often end s  
up  be i n g  t ha t  o f  a ca n d i date's name .  Without  a dou bt, n ame  recogn it i on  a n d  recogn it ion of 
se rv ice a n d  vo l u nteer  sh i p  becomes more impo rta nt in non -pa rt i san  e l ect ions .  

I u rge a do  not pass  on  House B i l l  1375 

Th a n k  fo r you t ime  a n d  I and sta nd  for any q u estion s .  
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Cha i rman  Kasper and members of the House Government and Veterans  Affa i rs Committee .  

For  the record I am Amber Larson from the  C ity o f  Mandan ,  and  I was e lected i n  J u ne 20 1 8 to  the 

Mandan  C ity Commiss ion .  I am contacti ng you rega rd i ng  House B i l l  No .  1 375 ,  and specifical ly the 

proposed language that wou ld  requ i re i nd ivi dua l s  run n i ng  for local office to des ignate a party 

affi l iati o n .  I am strong ly  opposed to th i s  change .  

Wh i l e  I see the va l ues and merits of  our  party structures ,  I fee l  the d ifferences between them have 

l i tt le beari ng  on the decis ions we are mak ing at the local leve l .  I a lso be l ieve that local pol i t ics attract 

cand i dates l i ke myself who are deeply rooted in the i r local commun ity ,  but sometimes don ' t  feel a 

strong pu l l  to party i nvolvement. Dur ing my run ,  th ree of my opponents pub l ic ly shared a party 

affi l iat ion .  Wh i l e  I don ' t  th i n k  that was the cause , it i s  worth noti ng that the two of us  cand idates who 

did not fo l low suit  won the seats. 

I a lso be l i eve that dec lar ing a party affi l iat ion wou ld  increase the cost to run in local e lections .  Wh i l e  

the part ies do have resources to  d raw upon ,  wh ich  I was fortunate to  tap  i n  to  from both s ides ,  

keep ing  local  e lections fi nanc ia l ly atta inable i s  a benefi t to the process ,  cand idate pool and  u lt imately 

the const i tuents .  

I thank  y o u  for your  t ime and cons ideration o f  my testi mony .  

Commissioner Amber Larson 

City of Mandan 



• 

• 

• 

TO: Cha i rman J im  Kasper, Government & Veterans Affa i rs Committee 

From:  Debbie Kroshus, Burleigh County Recorder  

RE :  HB 1375 

Cha i rman  Kaspe r  a n d  Comm ittee Mem bers, 

My name  is  Debb i e  K roshus  and  I am the B u r le igh Cou nty Reco rder .  I a m  he re to o ppose H B  1375, a b i l l  

re l a t i ng  to refe re n ces  to pa rty affi l i at ion i n  pet it i ons  of cand idates fo r loca l e l ect ive offices .  I wou l d  l i ke to 

take  th i s  o ppo rt u n ity to req uest a Do NOT Pass on H B  1375.  

I st ro ng ly o p pose  the req u i rement of a pa rty d es ignat ion fo r cou nty offices, which i n c l ude  Com m iss io ner, 

Reco rde r, Aud ito r, Trea su re r, State's Attorney, a nd She riff. Though I h ave no d isagreement  with s imp l e  

wo rd cha nges l i ke "person" to  " i nd iv id ua l", "such" to "the", the  fa ct i s  t h is b i l l  i s  t ry i ng to remove my 

i n dependence from ru n n i ng fo r a n  office i n  loca l gove rnment t ha t  s hou l d  no t  be  defi ned  by  pa rty l i nes .  

The cou nty reco rd e r' s  office is probab ly one  of  the l east po l it i ca l e l ected offices i n  the  state a s  most of 

what we d o  i s  a l ready  d efi ned i n  North  Dakota Centu ry Code,  a s  a re other  loca l gove rnment  offices .  I 

wou l d  tend to be l ieve tha t  cand idates run  fo r l o ca l offices beca use they do  not have to dec l a re pa rty l i nes .  

I wou l d  not h ave chosen to ru n fo r cou nty reco rde r  13 yea rs ago if I had to dec l a re a pa rty at  that  t ime .  I 

ra n a nd h ave cont i n ued  to seek re-e lect ion  beca use I knew I was q u a l if ied a nd  co u ld do  the job  we l l .  Not 

beca use of pa rty a ffi l ia t io n .  

I be l ieve I have b e e n  re-e lected t o  my office fo r a fou rth  term beca use I know how t o  create a n d  ba l a nce 

a budget, m a nage  staff, stay a b reast on  techno logy that  affects l a n d  reco rds, a nd work we l l  with o u r  

reco rd i ng  p a rt n e rs, a n d  leg i s l ators t o  effect cha nge i n  leg i s l a t ion t h a t  a ffects my  office .  I do  no t  be l i eve I 

cou l d  have done  a bette r job  if I had  dec l a red pa rty affi l i a t io n .  There i s  not one  job  fu nct io n i n  my office 

\ 



-#- (o 
1t B  137 5 
;i - \ - \ 9 

that a Democrat, Repub l ica n ,  L iberta ria n, o r  othe r  pa rty membe r  co u l d  do  bette r beca use  they a re 

affi l i ated with a pa rty, nor  do  dec is io ns  made  i n  these offices ru n a long  a pa rty l i n e .  

When I made  the  dec is ion t o  ru n for co u nty reco rder a nd was out  campa ign i ng  the  fi rst t ime  i n  2006 as  

we l l  a s  th i s  l a st t ime i n  2018  const itue nts wou l d  ask if I we re Democrat o r  Repub l i ca n .  I was  h a ppy to 

express th i s  office was non-pa rt isa n and I wou l d  not choose a "s ide" in  my conversat ion s .  I be l ieve the 

voters I spoke to a l so a pp rec iate the  fact that  loca l gove rnment has  no pa rty affi l i a t io n .  

I see m a ny u n i nte nded conseq uences i f  t h i s  b i l l  pa sses. I env is ion less ca nd idates wa nt ing to r un  fo r loca l 

offices .  There is enough d iv is i on  at the  fed e ra l  a nd state leve l between pa rty l i nes  caus i ng great frustrat ion  

to a l l .  Th i s  d iv i s ion is not p reva l ent i n  non -pa rt isa n loca l gove rnment; a nd if th i s  b i l l  passes it  cou ld  create 

mo re tens ion  and less fi rm dec is ion ma k ing  a t  the loca l leve l caus ing  more cost to tax payers .  Seve ra l 

cou nt ies a ppo in t  the i r  Aud itors, Trea s u re rs, a nd Reco rde rs .  If the e lected wou l d  h ave to dec l a re pa rty, i s  

t he re rea l ly ba l a nce and  cons iste ncy i n  ru n n i ng these offices? 

If t h is b i l l  passes and loca l ca nd id ates wou l d  have to dec la re pa rty, I wonde r  how m a ny ca nd i d ates wou l d  

put  a n  R beh i nd  t he i r  name j ust so  they wou l d  have a better chance of be i n g  e lected?  I wou l d  be very 

tem pted if ru n n i ng aga i n  to use the  R i n stead of the D o r i  so I cou l d  i n c rease my cha nces of re-e lect io n .  

W o u l d  t h i s  be fa i r  t o  t h e  pa rt ies i f  I a m  not t ru ly a Repub l i ca n ?  I ca n n o t  imag i ne  t h e  d o l l a rs I wou l d  need 

to spend to ru n a pa rty based ca mpa ig n  at  the  loca l leve l .  Th is  co u l d  be a nothe r  h i n d ra nce to those 

cons ider ing these pos it ions .  The refo re, I stro ng ly  u rge you to keep loca l gove rnment loca l a n d  away from 

po l it ica l pa rty po l it ics with a DO N OT PASS on H B  1375 . 

I sta nd  fo r q uest ions .  

Tha n k  you fo r you r  t ime .  

• 

• 



• TO: Cha i rman J im  Kasper 

RE:  HB 1375 

Cha i rm a n  Ka spe r  a n d  Com m ittee Mem bers, 

My n ame  is Kat ie  N a d e a u  and  I am the Ramsey Co u nty Recorde r . I wo u l d  l i ke to take  th i s  opportun ity to 

req uest a Do N OT Pass on HB 1375, a b i l l  re l a t i ng  to refe re nces to pa rty a ffi l i a t ion  in petitions  of 

c a n d i d a tes fo r loca l e l e ctive offices .  

The req u i remen t  o f  a pa rty des ignat ion fo r loca l co u nty offi ces such as  m i ne ,  a l o ng with other l o ca l  e l e cted 

offi ces, wo u l d  put a n  u n necess a ry b u rden  on those  wa n t i ng to se rve in these pos i t i o n s .  These j o bs a re 

set o ut i n  No rth  Da kota Ce ntury Code a nd a n  i n d iv id u a l ' s po l it ica l l ea n i ngs d o  not  p l ay  a pa rt i n  the 

d ec i s i ons  that a re req u i re d  of these offi c i a l s .  As t he  Cou nty Reco rde r, I m a ke dec i s i on s  rega rd i ng budgets, 

• staff, s u pp l i e s  a n d  p rocesses to ensu re that my d ut i es, as  set o ut i n  the Ce ntu ry Code ,  a re ca rried out 

effe ct ive ly and e ffi c i e nt ly .  I f  a ca nd idate is o n ly req u i red  to dec l a re a pa rty o n  the  b a l lot and  no  

• 

nom i nat i on  i s  req u i re d ,  what is to keep  a n  i nd iv i d u a l  fro m dec l a r i ng wh i cheve r pa rty they fee l  gives them 

the  best cha n ce of  gett i ng  e l ected? How does t h i s  i n c rease tra n sparency? I t  wo u l d  comp l ete ly defeat the 

pu rpose of us ing a pa rty dec l a rat ion to i nd icate to vote rs an i n d ivi d ua l ' s  po l i t ica l p h i l oso phy and/o r 

a d he re n ce to a set  of  i d e a s  and  o n ly serves to m uddy  the  wate rs a nd  i nvite d ecept i o n .  Another concern 

I have i s  that  i n  som e  cases the  e l ect ion of these offi ces wou l d  ta ke p l a ce i n  the p ri m a ry e l ect i on .  If 2 or 

mo re ca nd i d ates run u n d e r  the  sa me pa rty des ignat i on  witho ut a ca nd i d ate from a nother  pa rty, then  

the re w i l l  be o n ly one ca n d i d ate fo r the genera l  e l e ct i o n .  I n  4 of  the past 5 e l e ct ions  i n  No rt h  Da kota, the  

p rim a ry e lect ion  had l e s s  t h an  ha l f  the n umbe r  of votes cast t han  the  ge ne ra l  e l e ct io n .  How does  th i s  

best re p rese nt t h e  w ishes  of  the  majo rity? The Record e r' s  office and othe r  loca l offi ces l i ke it are not  

po l i cy m a ke rs, we d o  not  m a ke dec i s ions i n  rega rd s to m i l l s and  the  levy of taxes .  J FK  once sa id ,  11 Let us 
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not see k  t h e  Repu b l i can  a nswe r o r  t h e  Democrat ic answer, but the  r ight a nswer ." Th i s  i s  my goa l a s  

Cou nty Recorde r, t he refo re, I stro ng ly u rge  a DO NOT PASS on  H B  1375 . 

Than k  you fo r you r  t ime a nd s uppo rt .  

Kat ie N adeau, Ramsey County Reco rde r  

• 

• 

\ 
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To : Cha i rm a n  J i m  Kaspe r, Govern ment & Vete ra ns  Affa i rs Comm ittee 

Februa ry 1 ,  2019 

Cha i rman Kaspe r  a nd Comm ittee Mem bers, 
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My name  i s  Ka r i Eve nso n  a n d  I am the Wi l l i ams  Co u nty Treasure r  & Reco rde r . I wou l d  l i ke to ta ke th is  

o pport un ity to req uest a Do N OT Pass on  H B  1375,  a b i l l  re lat ing to refe rences to pa rty affi l i at io n in  

e l ectio ns a nd i n  pet i t io ns  of  ca nd idates fo r loca l e l ective offices. 

The req u i re m e nt of a pa rty des ignat ion fo r loca l co unty offices, a long  with other loca l e lected offices, 

wou l d  create a d iv i s ion  we h ave not had in loca l govern ment .  When you go i nto yo u r  Cou nty Courthouse 

to pay you r  p rope rty taxes o r  reco rd a deed or sat isfa ct ion of mortgage, a re you concerned with whether  

that  Cou nty Tre a s u re r  o r  County Reco rder is  a Repub l i ca n or  a Democrat? The posit ion of  Cou nty 

Treasu re r  o r  Co u nty Recorde r  is  a fu l l -time job with d ut ies set out in the No rth  Da kota Ce ntury Code .  A 

ca nd id ate's s u ccess w i l l  depend  o n  the i r  a b i l it ies a n d  not on  the i r  pa rty a ffi l i at io n .  I was fi rst e lected i n  

1990 a nd h ave  been  honored to  se rve a l l  t h e  c it ize ns  o f  W i l l i ams  Cou nty rega rd less o f  my  po l it ica l be l i efs 

o r  the i rs .  No rt h  Da kota is se rved by many great peop l e  with va ry ing po l it ica l v iews a n d  affi l i at ions - l et' s 

not l im it o u r  cho ices to a p a rty. I st rong ly u rge you to keep loca l government without pa rty affi l iat io n 

with a DO N OT PASS on HB  1375.  

Tha n k  you fo r you r  t ime a nd suppo rt, 

Ka ri Evenso n ,  W i l l i ams  County Treasu re r/Reco rde r  

5 



• TO : Cha i rman J im  Kasper 

RE: H B  1375 

Cha i rman  Kas pe r  a n d  Comm ittee Members, 

My n ame  is Deborah  D. Anderson a nd  I am the  D ickey Cou nty Record e r . I wou l d  l i ke to take 

t h i s  oppo rt u n ity to req uest a Do NOT Pass o n  HB  1375, a b i l l  r e l at i n g  to refe rences to party 

Affi l i at i on  i n  p et it i o n s  of ca nd i dates fo r l o ca l  e l ective offi ces .  

Th e req u i remen t  of a p a rty des ign at ion fo r offi ces such as Cou nty Comm i ss ion er, Cou nty 

Reco rd e r, Cou nty Aud itor, Cou nty Treasu rer, State' s Atto rn ey a n d  She r iff a l o ng with othe r  

e l ected offi ces  wou l d  put  a n  u n necessary b u rden  on those want i ng  to serve i n  these pos it io n s .  

• 
The fact i s  t h i s  b i l l  i s  t ry i ng  to remove ou r i n dependence from ru n n i n g  for a n  offi ce i n  l oca l 

gove rn m e nt t h at s hou l d  not be defi n ed by p a rty l i nes .  The Cou nty Recorde r' s  offi ce i s  

p robab l y  one of t he  l ea st po l it ica l e lected offi ces i n  the  state as  most of what we do i s  a l ready  

• 

defi n ed i n  No rth  Da kota Centu ry Code, as  a re othe r  l oca l gove rnment  offi ces .  I have been 

re-e l e cted to t h e  Recorder' s  Offi ce fo r a th i rd term and if I had to d ec l a re a p a rty affi l i at ion ,  I 

wou l d  p roba b l y  n ot h ave chosen to r u n  fo r th i s  offi ce .  We, a s  Recorde r' s  ta ke p ri de  i n  ou r work 

and the k nowl edge we have to ru n o u r  offi ces .  By hav i ng  to dec l a re a p a rty affi l i at ion ,  wou l d  

poss i b ly p revent  oth e r  ca nd i dates who  wi s h  t o  seek e l ect ion  a t  t he  cou nty l eve l .  I st rong ly u rge 

you to kee p  loca l gove r nment loca l a n d  away from po l it i ca l p a rty po l it i cs with a DO NOT PASS 

on H B  1375 .  

Tha n k  you fo r you r  t ime and  suppo rt . 

Debora h D .  An de rson ,  D i ckey Cou nty Record e r  
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RE :  H B  1375 

Cha i rman  Kasper a n d  Comm ittee Membe rs, 

My n ame  is Kr ist ie J a cobson and  I a m  the S l ope Cou nty Reco rder .  I wou l d  l i ke to take th i s  opportun ity to 

req u est a Do N OT Pass on HB 1375, a b i l l  re lat ing to refe re nces to pa rty affi l i a t ion in petit ions of 

cand i dates fo r loca l e lective offices . 

The req u i re ment  of a pa rty designat ion fo r loca l cou nty offices such a s  m i ne, a long with other loca l 

e l e cted offi ces, wou l d  put a n  u nnecessa ry b u rden  on  those wa nt ing to se rve i n  these posit ions .  These 

jobs a re set o ut in No rth  Da kota Century Code a nd  an i nd iv id ua l ' s  po l it ica l l ea n i ngs do not p lay a part in 

the d ec i s ions  tha t  a re req u i red of these offi c i a l s  . 

Th i s  is my fi rst term of Office i n  S lope Co unty. Pr ior  to th is I was the deputy. I strongly be l ieve it is much  

more i m po rtant  to have exper ience i n  th is job  then  what  pa rty I be long .  And perso na l ly I p refer NOT to 

dec l a re myse lf  as one  pa rty or a nother .  I fee l  I have the  r ight to choose who I wa nt to vote fo r by 

q u a l i fi ca t ions  a n d  not on pa rty l i nes . I a lso fee l  th i s  wou ld  be  a big d eterment to peop le  runn ing fo r 

office i n  S lo pe Co u nty. It is fa r more im portant  that  we have q u a l ified ca nd id ates r unn i ng fo r office and  

wh ich  pa rty t hey choose  to  be long  to  does  not  affect the office o r  how it needs  to  be run .  Having 

ca nd i d ates de c l a re the i r  pa rty wou ld  on ly c reate more d i sco rd a mong the county offices a nd we have 

enoug h  of tha t  o n  the  Nat iona l leve l .  I wou ld p refe r  to keep  it o ut of the loca l l eve l .  I fee l  peop le  i n  

S lope Co u nty wou l d  be  l ess i n c l i ned  to  run fo r office i f  they had to  dec l a re a pa rty. I stro ngly urge a DO 

NOT PASS o n  HB 1375 .  

• 
Tha n k  you fo r yo u r  t ime a nd support .  

Kr ist ie J a co bson,  S l ope County Reco rder  



-
TO: Cha irman J im Kasper 

RE: HB 1375 

Cha i rman  Kasper  a n d  Com m ittee Mem bers, 

M y  name  is Ca rr ie K. K ra u se and  I a m  the We l l s  County Recorder .  I wou l d  l i ke to ta ke th i s  opportun ity to 

req uest a Do N OT Pass on HB 1375, a b i l l  re l a t i ng  to refe rences to pa rty affi l i a t i o n  in petit ions of 

ca nd i d ates fo r loca l e l e ct ive offices . .  

The req u i remen t  of a pa rty des ignat ion fo r offices such a s  County Commiss io ne r, County Recorder, County 

Aud ito r, Cou nty Trea su re r, State's Attorney, a nd  She riff a long  with other  loca l e lected offices wou ld br ing 

a bou t  u n i ntended conseq uences .  These jobs a re set o ut i n  North Da kota Century Code a nd be ing pa rty 

affi l iated wou ld not  do a nyth ing to cha nge the job they a re e lected to do .  Though I have no p rob lem with 

• 
the  s imp l e  wo rd c h a nges, the fact is th i s  bi l l  is t ry ing to remove o u r  i ndependence from runn i ng fo r a n  

office i n  loca l gove rnm e nt that  shou ld  not be defi ned  b y  pa rty l i nes .  The County Reco rde r's office is 

p roba b ly o n e  of the l e a st po l it ica l e l ected offices in the state as  most of what we do  is  a l ready defined i n  

No rth  Da kota Cen tu ry Code, a s  a re other loca l gove rnment offices .  I be l i eve I have been re-e lected to my 

office beca use I have the knowledge to run  my office effi c i ent ly a nd I be l ieve by dec l a r ing a pa rty wou ld 

not have he l ped me  to d o  my job a ny better .  Some of the  u n i nte nded conseq uences I see if th is b i l l  passes 

• 

a re less ca nd idates  wa nt i ng to run  fo r loca l offices a n d  the  poss ib i l ity of most of these offices becom ing 

a ppo i nted wh i ch  ta kes loca l co ntro l  away from the const i tuents .  I strong ly u rge you to keep loca l 

gove rnment loca l w it hou t  pa rty affi l i a t ion with a DO NOT PASS on H B  1375.  

Tha n k  you fo r you r  t ime a nd support .  

Ca rr ie K .  Kra use ,  We l l s Cou nty Reco rde r  



• 
TO : Cha i rman J im Kasper 

RE:  HB 1375 

C h a i rma n  Ka spe r  a n d  Com m ittee Membe rs, 

My n ame  i s  S h e l ly Schwab ,  I am the newly e l ected Recorde r  fo r Ran som Cou nty .  I am writ i ng 

t h i s  test imony  to o ppose HB 1375 ,  a b i l l  re l at i n g  to refe rences to p a rty affi l i at i o n  in  petit i ons of 

ca n d i d ates fo r loca l e lected offi ces .  I req u est a Do Not Pass on H B  1375 .  

I st ro ng ly  op pose t h e  req u i rem ent o f  a p a rty d es ignat ion  fo r e l ected cou nty offi ces .  Dec la r ing a 

p a rty i s  o n ly go i n g  to  m a ke ru n n i n g  fo r the  offi ce mo re d i ffi cu lt fo r t he  ca n d i d ate .  Voters wi l l  be  

vot i n g  for the i r  p a rty versus  the  ca nd idate 's  a b i l i ty to do  t he  job  t h ey a re ru n n i n g  fo r .  I a l so 

t h i n k  t he re is a c h a n ce  fo r a lower n umbe r  of ca nd i d ate 's  wi l l i n g  to r un  fo r a cou nty offi ce if a 

p a rty affi l i a t i on  i s  to  b e  dec l a red .  Pa rty dec l a rat i on  h a s  not h i ng  to  do  with t he  respons i b i l i t ies of 

t h e  e l ected office r .  

I u rge you to  keep loca l gove rn ment without  p a rty affi l i at ion  w i th  a DO N OT PASS o n  H B  1375 . 

Th a n k  you fo r you r  t i m e  a n d  support .  

S h e l ly Schwa b,  Ran som Cou nty Reco rde r  

• 
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North Dakota Recreation and Park Association recreat,0n f.�o-, -......-4�1.'ill;����lli1.�C.:....;.� 
House Government and Veterans Affairs Committee Quaf, ty of l ife in North 00kotc1 
Opposition to HB 1375  
Friday, February 1 ,  2019  

Chairman Kasper and Members of the Committee, my name is  Dana Schaar Jahn er, 

and I am executive director o f  the North Dakota Recreation and Park Association (NDRPA) . 

NDRPA represents more than 700  members across the state, primarily park districts, and 

works to advance parks, recreation and conservation for an enhanced quality of life in 

North Dakota. I am here on behalf of NDRPA to oppose House Bil l 1 3 75 .  

NDRPA publishes a regular feature in our  quarterly magazine  called the 

Commissioner's Corner where we highlight the work of an elected park board 

commissioner and their efforts to improve parks and recreation in their community. In a 

recent article, one commissioner shared that she "realized how important recreation is to a 

community and how important it is to have people serving on those boards that are 

passionate, committed and focused on that mission." For each article, NDRPA asks 

commissioners why they decided to run for the park board, and the answer is always 

reflective in some way of their interest in improving the quality of l ife in their community 

through safe, affordable and accessible recreation spaces and programs. Fulfilling a park 

board commissioner's role in a community does not require a party declaration and may 

make it even more chal lenging to find individuals to run, especially in small communities. 

Currently, local park board candidates can engage directly with their community, 

l isten to their needs and respond to them directly, rather than relying on party affiliation to 

communicate positions whi ch generally do not relate to the provision of parks and 

recreation services at the local level. 

NDRPA supports a do not pass recommendation on HB 1375 .  Thank you. 

1 6 0 5  E A S T C A P I T O L AV E PO B O X  1 0 9 1  B I S M A R C K , N O R T H  D A KOTA 5 8 5 0 2  7 0 1 . 3 5 5 . 4 4 5 8  w w w . n d r p a . c o m  
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City of Grand Forks _.2_-i _- ,  __ " ---

255 North Fourth Street • P.O. Box 5200 • Grand Forks, ND 58206-5200 

TESTIMONY ON HOUSE BILL 1375 
House Government and Veterans Affairs Committee 

February 1, 2019 

Ken Vein, City Council Member 
City of Grand Forks, ND 

(70 1 )  746-2607 
Fax: (70 1 )  787-3773 

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, my name is Ken Vein, and I am a City 

Council Member for the City of Grand Forks. I want to thank you for the opportunity to 

provide testimony and express my opposition to House Bill 1 375 .  

In The City of Grand Forks I represent Ward 7.  This is  the area from the Alerus Center to 

Ben Franklin Elementary School between Demers Ave. and 24th Ave. S .  I 've been lucky 

enough to win the election for City Council in Ward 7 twice . 

While campaigning, I get to meet a lot of my neighbors . The questions I get asked while 

campaigning are not about party politics but about specific city issues. Neighborhood traffic 

concerns, road construction and snow removal are all things we deal with as a city council . I 

have yet to meet a pothole with an "R" or a "D" on it. 

Yes, as City Council Members we do have our own ideological philosophies . Some are more 

conservative while some are more moderate, but as a City Council we tackle each issue 

individually and do what we feel is best for our city on that particular issue. 

With this form of local politics in mind, The Grand Forks City Council voted on January 22, 

20 1 9  to oppose HB 1 375 .  We feel that keeping party politics out of local elections is the 

right thing for The City of Grand Forks. 

The passage of House Bill 1 3 75 is not in the best interests of the City of Grand Forks. Thank 

you for your time and consideration. I respectfully ask for a DO NOT PASS on House Bill 

1 375 .  
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HB  1375  
Hou se Gove rn m e nt a nd Vete ra ns Affa i rs 
Rep .  Kaspe r, C h a i r  
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Good  morn i ng  Ch a i rman  Kasper  a nd  Comm ittee members .  For  the  reco rd, B l a ke Crosby, Execut ive 
D i re ctor  of t he  N o rth  Da kota League of Cit ies .  

I am he re in o ppos it i o n  to HB 1375 which wou l d  req u i re ca nd id ates fo r mayor, c ity cou nc i l  and c ity 
com m iss i o n  to de c l a re a pa rty affi l i at ion or if none, to dec l a re " i ndepe ndent" . 

Th i s  i dea  h a s  been  floa t i ng a round  a mong State leg is latu res fo r a n u m ber  of yea rs. Eve ry state, except 
Hawa i i , has a League of Cit ies, League of M un i c i pa l it ies, etc .  with a D i recto r a nd we regu l a r ly 
com m u n icate on l eg i s l a t ive issues .  Th is  idea has been d iscussed a n d  the be l ief is that an out-of-state 
o rga n izat i o n  i s  p u s h i ng th i s  agenda .  No rth Da kota a nd I d aho  a re on th i s  yea r's  sched u l e .  

At t he  N DLC Annu a l  Confe rence l ast Septembe r, I spoke to the  crowd a bout  potent ia l l eg is l at ion and  I 
ment ioned th i s  b i l l .  There was a co l lective g roan  and  exc l a mat ions  of "NO" ! You wi l l  see from the 
nea r ly 30  responses  that I p rov ided you the express ion  of that  sent iment .  

Ca nd i d ates fo r a c ity office a re i nterest ing i n  be i ng e lected to a pub l i c  office, not a po l it i ca l  seat .  Try ing 
to turn c i t ies  i nto a m i n i - leg is latu re i s  a very bad idea . They have no H ouse, no Sena te, no ca ucus, most 
on l y  m eet 12  t imes  a yea r, they may have 1 of 3 forms of statutor i ly a l l owed fo rms of City gove rnment, 
etc. They a re not d es igned to be s ubject to p a rt isa n po l it ics .  Th is  b i l l  wi l l  d ecrease the  n u m ber  of 
pote nt i a l  ca nd i d ates a n d  bri ng l oca l government to a sta ndst i l l  as ca nd id ates wi l l  have to co nfo rm to 
po l it i ca l dogma rathe r  t h an  l oca l pub l i c  serv ice .  

You w i l l  n ot ice in  Sect i on  1, N DCC 16 . 1-11-08 that  M u n ic i p a l  J udges a re not l i sted a s  an excl us ion .  As 
th i s  b i l l  is wr itt en  t hey wou ld  be i n c l uded .  Do we want a ny J u d ic ia ry to be s ubject to po l it ica l 
pa rt i sa n s h i p ?  

You a l so h ave  a l i st of responses from State League D i recto rs who  were a sked if the i r  state leg is latu re 
passed a b i l l  m a nda t i ng  dec l a rat ion of a party affi l i a t ion fo r c it ies .  You ca n see the i r  l eg i s l at ive body saw 
the p itfa l l s a n d  o pted to l eave the i r  cit ies non-pa rt isa n .  

As I sa id ,  t h e  sent iment  o f  c it ies h a s  been sha red with you a nd I a s k  fo r a DO N OT PASS o n  H B  1375 . 

Tha n k  you fo r you r  t ime  a nd cons iderat ion .  I wi l l  t ry to a n swer q uest ions  . 
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City of Watford City 

• Watford City • 
North Dakota 

2 1 3  2nd St. NE I P.O. Box 494 
Watford City, N D  58854 
Ph .  7 0 1 -444-2 5 3 3  
Fax 70 1 -444-3004 
www.cityofwatfordcity.com 

Februa ry 1 ,  201 9 
8 :00 AM - Fort Un ion  Room 

Urge a DO N OT Pass on H B  1 375 

Cha i rman  Kasper a n d  members of the House Government and Veterans Affa i rs committee ,  

My name is  Ph i l  R ie ly .  I am the  Mayor of Watford City . Thank  you for the  opportun ity today 
to ask you to recommend a DO NOT Pass on HB 1 375 .  

Watford C ity is  the fastest g rowi ng city i n  North Dakota . S i nce 20 1 0 , we have g rown 274%. 
We a re the ep icenter of the Bakken and we have done everyth ing we can over the past 
d ecade to bu i ld  commun ity capacity for o i l  and gas  i ndustry jobs .  50% of the state ' s  tax 
co l lections  are generated from the work borne on the backs of th is i ndustry and Bakken 
commun it ies .  

Many throughout the state and beyond wonder  how Watford City gets th ings done to support 

• North Dakota 's  needed workfo rce and to attract them and the i r  fam i l ies to western North 
Dakota . We have done  so with nonpartisan leadersh ip and a culture of zero tole rance 
for anyth i ng outs ide  the goal  of so lvi ng com m u n ity prob lems .  The city of  Watford City 

• 

stands with the League of Cit ies and the North Dakota Associat ion of Counties to OPPOSE 
HB  1 375 .  I t  is  a l ready difficu l t  to cu l tivate cand idates for e lected park board, city 
counc i l , county commission, and township boards .  Knowing the  h igh  demand for 
servant leadersh ip  and objectiveness ,  many s imp ly  choose not to . Add ing the burden of 
parti sansh ip  wi l l  tu rn add it iona l  commun ity leaders away from elected ro les loca l ly .  

S imp ly  put ,  loca l  leve l PUBL IC SERVICE i s  hard .  Local E LECTED LEADERSHIP  i s  hard .  
P lease D O  NOT add PARTISANS H I P  to that l i st of obstac les .  

Agai n ,  Cha i rman Kasper and members of House Government and Veterans Affa i rs ,  thank 
you fo r the opportun ity to add ress my concerns with you and  to ask you to recommend a DO 
NOT Pass on HB 1 375.  

Mayor Ph i l  R ie ly ,  Watford City 
(701 ) 570-2338 
Ph i l  rie ly@yahoo . com 
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FARGO 
a city on the grow 

Testimony on H B  1 375 
Presented to the Government and Veterans Affairs House Standing Committee 

Prepared by Bernie Dardis, West Fargo City Commission President 
Friday, Feb. 1 ,  201 9 

Mr. C h ai rm a n  and  members of the Government  and  Veterans  Affai rs Standing 

Com m ittee .  I wou ld l ike to take th i s  opportunity to su bmit  my opposit ion  to HB 1 375,  

which wou ld  req u i re candidates ru nn ing for local  office to dec lare a pol i t ical  party 

affi l ia tion . 

I have been active in  N orth Dakota po l it ics for much of my adu l t  l i fe, so it may 

seem odd that I oppose this bi l l .  However, when it comes to provid ing services and 

maki n g  i mporta n t  d ecis ions at the loca l  level I be l ieve it is of utmost im portant  to set 

partisa n  d ifferences as ide and focus on  the res idents .  In  fact,  there are very few 

s i tuat ions where a loca l  e lected officia l ' s  pol i t ical  lean ing wou l d  affect  a vote or pol icy 

decisi o n .  As they say,  "There is no Democratic or  Repub l ican way to co l lect garbage . "  

Furthermore , cooperat ion between elected offic ia l s  is more l i ke ly whe n  the focus i s  on  

getti ng  the job  done  and no t  t he  added com pl icat ion of party pol i t ic s .  

N o n-partisa n  e lections at  the loca l  leve l  a l so create a more competit ive 

landscape ,  where candidates are not l im ited to a s ing le  party representative .  This 

opens  the door  for many more res idents to cons ider stepping into loca l  pol i tics and  

cont ributi ng  to the betterment o f  their commu nity. Additiona l ly ,  voters learn more 

about  the ca n didates and their  views o n  specific topics ,  i nstead of re lying on thei r  

i n terpretation of the po l i tica l  party ' s  p latform . As a n  e lected offic ia l  without  the pressure 

of partisa n  po l i t ics ,  I have a greater abi l ity to learn about  specific issues and  make 

decisions  based o n  what is best for my commu nity - a va lue I strong ly be l ieve i n  and wi l l  

conti nue  to espouse regard less of party pol i tics . 

For  these reasons ,  I oppose H B  1 375 .  I f  you have a ny questions ,  I a m  avai lab le at  
bern ie .da rdis@westfargond .gov . 

The City of West Fargo opposes H B  1 375 .  Page 1 of 1 
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Cha i rman  Kasper  a n d  Members of the House Government a n d  Vetera ns  Affa i rs 
Com mittee 

My name  i s  R icha rd ( D i ck) Joh nson from Devi l s  La ke a nd I am cu rrent ly servi ng as 
Mayor of the City of Devi l s  La ke. A lso for the reco rd I wou l d  l i ke to ment ion that I 
h ave been se rvi ng the City of Devi l s  La ke fo r over 30 yea rs, e ithe r  as a 
Com miss ione r  o r  the Mayor of ou r com mun ity. 

I wr ite i n  oppos i t ion to H B  1375 for va rious  reasons .  After havi ng been th rough 
seve ra l e l ect ion cycl es, I ca n see no reason for hav i ng to dec l a re a pa rty affi l i at ion 
· or i n d i cate be ing an i ndependent .  I am ne ithe r  a Democrat nor a Repub l i ca n, as  I 
vote for t he  pe rson a nd  what that person wou ld  br ing to ou r c ity government .  I 
ca n a l so see where choos i ng po l i t i ca l  affi l i at ions cou l d  ca use d ivi s ions  with i n  the 
commun ity . I f  one pa rty is  ve ry strong in a commun ity, but they put up a wea k 
ca nd idate he  o r  she  may get e l ected so le ly  beca use of the pa rty affi l iat i on .  On  
the othe r  h a n d, a strong, forwa rd t h i n ki ng ca nd idate my not wi n beca use he has  
chosen  a pa rty that  i s  not as  strong i n  the commun ity . I n  mun i ci pa l  gove rnment 
we shou l d  cont i n ue  to vote for the person a n d  not because he or she i s  affi l i ated 
with one  pa rty or a nother  or chooses to be i ndependent .  One  fi n a l  thought, we 
a re see i ng  fewer  a nd fewer  cit izens ru n n i ng fo r pub l i c  offi ce and  th i n k  th i s  is true 
fo r most po l i t ica l s u bd ivi s ions, a nother  requ i rement, such a s  wou l d  be requ i red in 
HB 1375, m ight make potent i a l  ca nd idates ta ke pause beca use it a ppea rs that the 
e l ect ion  cou l d  become more pol i t ica l .  

I tha n k  you for you r  t ime to read m y  sho rt comments a n d  tha n k  you a l l  fo r you r 
se rv ice to the State of North Da kota . 

R i ch a rd ( D ick) Johnson  

Mayor, C ity o f  Devi l s  La ke 
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Cha i rman  Kasper, Members fo r the House Government, a nd Vetera ns Affa i rs Committee: 

For the record I am Angela Haverka mp from the City of Tutt le a nd I am the City 
Aud itor. I am  add ress i ng the i ssue of requ i r i ng persons run n i ng  for  loca l office to decl a re 
po l it ica l affi l iat io n .  P lease ta ke i nto consid eration  that these "sepa rating tit les" a re 
cu rrently just d ivid i ng our  nati on  and if we do not fight aga i n st it, that d iv is ion wi l l  
fu rthe r  i nfi ltrate o u r  state. I n  a sma l l  commun ity, with yea rs a nd yea rs of "back stories" 
a nd fam i l y  squ abbles, it is  ha rd enough to get a group  of 4-5 cou nc i l  members to agree 
on what is the  greate r good for the commun ity without br ing ing the i r  confl icts of the 
past to the tab le .  I f  you add i n  the d i ssens ion that goes a long with being "republ ican" ,  
"democrat" , o r " independent", i t  wi l l  just c loud thei r perception a nd u n rave l  those 
working re lat ions even fu rther .  Just l i ke rel igious affi l iat ion, I fee l  that pol it ica l  affi l i ation 
is not between you a nd someone else . . . .  it's j u st you .  Let's keep it that way. Th i n k  about 
th i s  for a few seconds ;  when you, as asp i r ing legis lators, go campa ign i ng, you fee l  that 
you a re qua l ified a nd ab le  to ta ke on that role ,  or  else you p robably wou ldn't put in the 
effort, r ight? Wel l , how many of you have been  snubbed, igno red, a nd  have had doors 
shut  in  you r face? Not because you weren ' t  "qua l ified" ,  but, because you weren't 
a ssociated with the "right" po l it ica l group? Th i s  is the sa me concept for the county a nd 
state l evels as  wel l, we shou ld  not l et the ga uge a person's ab i l ity to do  a job effective ly, 
be focused on  how we "assu me" they vote beca use of the i r  po l it ica l a ffi l iation .  I nstead of 
br i nging po l it ica l a ffi l iat ion to the forefront, we shou ld be working towa rds b lu rring 
those l i nes a nd  maki ng it a th i ng of the past .  I t' s  time  to u n ite so that we be ab le to 
effective ly h and l e  the futu re . . . .  togethe r. 

Tha nk  you for you r  cons ideration  of my viewpo int on  th is  matte r. I be l i eve it is  an  
importa nt issu e  that  we try to  band together, i n stead of  tea r a pa rt, a nd wou ld  l i ke to  see 
the legis l at io n  fa i l  on this matter. I want to tha n k  you ,  a l l  of you, fo r you r  time, d i l igence, 
and  efforts in esta b l i sh ing the governing l aws of ou r state, rega rd l ess of you r  pol it ica l 
affi l iat ion .  

S incere ly, 

0.�tltc�. � 
Ange la  Haverka mp, TuttYe City Aud itor 
PO Box 87 
Tuttle, N D  58488 
(701) 226-9260 
tutt lecitya ud itor@gma i l . com 
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Phone 70 1 -2-1 7-2-1 5-l 
Ema i l  lakotact 'il ' po l arcl11nn1 .co111 

M ayor Jeffrey R usso 
Aud i tor Amie  Vasichck 
Cit) Allorncy Douglas G .  Manbeck 
C i ty Supcr intcndcnt 13ob Zcug 

January 3 1 51 , 20 1 9  

Government and Veterans Affairs 
Chai rman Rep. J im  Kasper 
Di strict 46 

Rep. Kasper, 

PO /JOX 5115. / 08 /J A l 'ENU/:' C-IST 
LAf:OJ: . I .  i\'D 583-1-1 

Wehsi1e: lako1u-1 1d-co111 

TDD I . i n k  800-366-6888 
FAX 70 1 -247-2 552 

Counci l  Members 
J i m  Vasichck, Pres ident 

Denn is Mattern, Vice Pres ident 
Rod M allern, Torn I less 

Kris Rainsherry 

Chai rman Kasper and members of the House Government and Veterans Affai rs 
Committee . For the record I am Jeffrey Russo from the C ity of Lakota and I am the Mayor of 
our great c i ty .  I would l i ke to write you today in  my opposit ion of HB 1 3 75 which wou ld requ i re 
persons runn ing for local office to dec lare a po l it ical party affi l iat ion .  I bel i eve th is would cause 
an adverse e ffect on the potential for new community members_ runni ng for local office. Each 
cand idate runn ing for publ i c  office required to make this i nformation pub l ic  could potent ia l ly 
c reate a safety i ssue for that indiv idual . I n  addi t ion, I do not bel ieve this information is 
necessary as publ i c  i n format ion when choosi ng local e lected officials .  

I thank you for tak ing the t ime to read my test imony. P lease feel  free to contact me at any t ime 
to d i sc uss further. 

Mayor 
Ph ( 70 1 )74 1 -3 1 9 1  

Lakota is a Equal Opportunity Provider ancl Employer 

l 
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Cha i rman  Kasper  and members of the House Government and Veterans Affa i rs Committee .  For the 

record I am Kenton Richau from the City of Golden Val ley where I am e lected to the C i ty Counci l .  

I t  i s  my be l ief that party pol it ics has n o  place i n  local government therefore I am not i n  favor of any 

part of H B  1 375 .  The current system works wel l  and shou ld stay i n  p lace . 

Thank you for you r  t ime ,  

Kenton Richau 



Blake Crosby 

To: 
Subject: 

Cody Cooper < cody.cooper6@gma i l .com > 
Thu rsday, J a nuary 3 1 ,  20 1 9 1 0 :58  AM 
B l a ke Crosby 
House B i l l  No .  1 375 

Cha i rman Kasper and members of the House Government and Veterans Affa i rs Committee .  

For  the record I am Cody Cooper from the City of  Wishek ,  and I am a city counc i lor  as  wel l  as  the d i rector of  the Job 
Deve lopment Authority. 

I 'd l i ke to take a m oment to speak as to the effects of HS 1 375 .  I moved to W ishek from M i nneapo l is  about five yea rs 
ago .  As an  outs ider, I observed Wishek operates as a Socia l i st Ana rch ist commun ity. Our  ambu lance is pub l ic ly funded 
and vo l u nta ri ly  staffed . So  i s  o u r  F i re Department. Our H ospi ta l  ho lds bake sa les to make u p  for budget gaps.  However, 
i f  I tried to te l l  someone in town that they're a Socia l ist Anarch ist ,  I wou ld  be out of city counc i l  rea l  fast. 

Be i ng fo rced to i dentify as a po l i t ical pa rty is un important i n  sma l l  towns ,  as people ca re fa r more about the l abe l  than they 
do about what i s  effective . Putti ng  the label  "Socia l ist Anarchist" o r  even "Democrat" next to my name wou ld  lead people 
to make assum pt ions that confl i ct with what they actua l l y  know about me. Th is b i l l  seems s i l ly and pointless ,  desti ned to 
d ri ve the wedge of pa rty po l it ics deeper i nto commun it ies that need solut ions rather  than fights . 

S incere ly ,  

Cody Cooper IEk J OA D i rector 
8th St 

ek, ND 58495 
(701 ) 452 - 2371  

• 



Blake Crosby 

• To: 
Subject: 

Char  Gu st < cha rgust@ hotma i l . co m >  
Tuesday, J anuary 29, 20 1 9  1 2 :27 P M  
B l a ke Crosby 
FW: ACT ION N EEDED :  Leg i s l a t ion  Req u i ri n g  Loca l  Offi c i a l s  to Dec l a re a Po l i t ica l  Party 

M essage fo r Cha i rman  Kasper and  members of the House Government and Veterans Affa i rs Committee.  

For the record I am Charleen Gust from the City of Casselton  and I am a counc i l  member. I do not th i n k  it 's necessary for 
c i ty offic ia ls  to dec lare a party . Ou r  job is  to represent the cit izens i n  a non pa rti san way.  

Thanks 
Char Gust 
70 1 -3 6 1 -2070 
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Rema rks 

Dwa i ne H e i n rich  

M ayor 

Ja mestown, N o rth Da kota 

Februa ry 1,  20 1 9  
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C h a i rm a n  Kasper  a n d  M e m bers o f  the H o use Govern ment  a n d  Vetera ns Affa i rs 

Co m m ittee .  Fo r the  record , I a m  Dwa i n e  H e i n ri ch ,  M ayor  of the City of J a mestown .  

Tod a y  I a m  h e re to spea k i n  opposit i o n  to H o u se B i l l  1 3 75  w h ich  wou ld req u i re 

ca n d i d ates for l oca l office to dec l a re a po l i t ica l p a rty . I a m  a l o ngt i m e  d ues-pay ing  

m e m be r  of the  D i str ict 1 2  Rep u b l i ca n  Pa rty and  of the N o rth Da kota GOP a n d  a 

stro n g  b e l i ever  i n  o u r  two pa rty syste m wh ich  has  served o u r  state a n d  cou ntry 

very we l l .  

I n  m y  over  h a l f d ozen ca m pa i g n s  fo r l oca l offi ce i n  J a m estown ,  n ot o n ce have I 

a s ked the  l o ca l  Re p u b l i ca n  party fo r ass ista n ce .  Perh a ps I h ave been too idea l i st ic  

a n d  h a ve ta ken to heart the notion  that o u r  l oca l offi ces a re to be  n o n - p a rt isa n .  

Loca l g ove rn ment  shou l d  b e  con d u cted b y  engaged m e m bers of the  co m m u n ity 

d e d i cated to sou n d  bus i ness l i ke g overn ment p ract ices where the i r  a l l eg i a nce i s  

tru l y  to the  betterment of  the co m m u n ity and  n ot beh o l d e n  any po l it ica l pa rty or  

speci a l  i nte rest g ro u p .  

I d o  n ot reca l l  a t ime  when o u r  loca l Rep u b l i ca n  pa rty h a s  d i rect ly  o r  i n d i rect ly  

sponsored  ca n d i d ates i n  our  l oca l e l ect ion . H owever, I wou l d  n ot be be i ng  hon est i f  

I to l d  you  that was  true of the oth er pa rty . So ,  what  i s  the resu lt of p a rt isa n po l it ics 

i ntru d i n g  i nto a n o n - pa rt isa n a rea?  

l \ 
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M r. Cha i rm a n ,  m e m bers of the co m m itte e .  J a mestown has  a fi ve - m e m ber  city 

co u n c i l  a s  d o  m a n y  c ity co unc i l s  or c ity co m m iss ions  i n  N o rth Da kota . 

I h a ve witnessed i n  o u r  loca l govern m e nt where two i n d iv i d u a l s  have been i n  near  

l ock  step d u e  to the i r  co m m itment  to  e a ch othe r  due  to  pa rt isa n po l it ics . Two 

i n d iv i d u a l s  vot i n g  i n  lock  step ca n olten contro l or cri p p l e  a five - m e m ber  body .  I 

was  o n  the  co u nc i l  d u ri n g  th i s  t i me  a n d  it made ,  i n  my o p i n io n ,  fo r bad c ity 

g overn ment  d ec is i o n s .  Th ere a l so w i l l  be p ro b l e m s  created of rea l  o r  i m a g i ned 

v i o l at i ons  of o p e n  meeti ngs  and the s i de  shows that w i l l  a cco m pa ny those 

a l l egat ion s .  P l ease l et 's not m a ke th is  a req u i re m e nt . 

I n  m ost of o u r  co m m u n it ies it i s  n ot d iffi c u lt fo r a ny i n fo rmed vote r to g et a good 

idea of the po l i t ica l l e an i ngs  of any ca n d i d ate or e l ected offi c i a l .  Therefo re , those 

con cerned with p a rt isa n ident it ies have the  opport u n ity to s u p po rt ca n d idates for 

l oca l offi ce i f  they so ch oose who s h a re the i r sa m e  pa rt isa n po l i t ica l l ea n i n g s .  

At th i s  t i m e  J a mestown has  a five - m e m be r  c ity cou n c i l  t h a t  i s  wo rki n g  we l l  tog ether  

with out  po l i t ica l p a rty o r  speci a l  i nte rest contro l . I n  my  o p i n i o n ,  the  syste m is  not 

b ro k e n ,  therefo re d oes not need to be  fixed . 

Tha n k  y o u ,  M r . C h a i rm a n ,  a n d  if you o r  a n y  oth e r  m e m bers of the co m m ittee wou l d  

h a ve a n y  q u esti o n s  I wou l d  be most h a p py t o  atte m pt t o  a n swer  them . 

\ Y  
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M r. B l a ke Crosby 
N D  League  of C i t ies, 
Execut ive D i rector  

I wou l d  l i ke to express my concern fo r a ny passage of ND HO USE  B I LL NO .  1375 . 

I see n o  va l i d  reason  fo r th i s  b i l l  to be p resented m uch l ess app roved as  a mended .  
The c h a nges to req u i re City Offi c i a ls to dec l a re a Po l it i ca l Pa rty Affi l i a t ion  when  ru n n i ng 
fo r l oca l C ity Offi ce, i n  no  way wi l l  imp rove l oca l C ity Govern ment; it w i l l  o n ly se rve to 
fu rthe r  d iv i de  o u r  com mun it ies between  'US' a n d  'TH EM ' .  

I f  you wa nt t o  beg i n t o  FRACTU RE, D IV I D E, POLAR IZE ,  p u t  Pa rty a bove Com mun ity a n d  
eventua l ly D ESTROY 'Sma l l  Town Govern ment' wh i c h  ma ny o f  us ho l d  nea r  a n d  dea r to 
us  he re i n  No rth  Da kota, then by a l l  means  cha nge someth i ng wh i ch  i s  not broken .  

One  o n ly n eed to  l ook  at t he  po l it i c a l  dysfu nct ion at the  Federa l a n d  some States l eve l s  
to see that, t he  pa rt isa nsh i p  exh i b ited by a l l  pa rt ies i s  keep i ng  govern ment from 
fu n ct i on i ng to the  benefit of the i r  e lecto rate . 

The vote rs of t he  State of North Da kota vote fo r the i r  House & Senate ca nd idates of 
the i r  c ho ice e i ther  by, whom they th i n k  wi l l  do the best job  fo r them,  the i r  D istr ict, or by 
Pa rty S l ate, we s hou l d  not be fo rced to do th i s  at the C ity l eve l .  

Fo r  the  ND  H ouse t o  even cons ider  b r i ng ing  t h i s  dysfu nct ion down to  t he  po l it ica l 
s ubd iv is i o n  l eve l  of a City Govern ment i s  a bad idea ,  a n d  wi l l  o n ly se rve to fu rthe r  h u rt 
the  City G overn ment  ac ross the state of No rth  Da kota . 
If peop l e  i n  a s m a l l  town wa nt pa rt isa n po l it i cs, go to coffee outs i de  you r  u sua l  gro up  of 
ne igh bors, a n d  j ust l i sten to the op i n i ons  exp ressed . 

I t he refore a sk  that  the  com m ittee resc i nd  th i s  B i l l , o r  if that  i s  not poss i b l e, I ask that 
the ent i re house VOTE- IT-DOWN, as a show of su pport fo r the way towns a nd c it ies 
ac ross No rth Da kota cu rrent ly e l ect t he i r  l oca l offi c i a l s .  

Respectfu l ly, 

Bryan L .  Bj ornstad 
President and Council member, 
Arnegard City Council 

Arnegard, ND 

\7 
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Re :  Legi s l a t ion Req u i ri ng  Loca l Offic i a l s  to Dec la re a Po l it ica l Pa rty 

Dea r  Ch a i rm a n  Kasper  a n d  the  members of the  House Governm ent a n d  Veterans Affa i rs 
Com m ittee :  

For t h e  record,  I a m  Travis F rey from t h e  City of Beu l ah ,  a n d  I a m  t h e  M ayor of Beu l a h .  I oppose 
t he  d ec l a r i ng  of Po l it i ca l  Pa rty for Loca l  Offic ia l s  i n  the State of No rth  D a kota .  I t  h a s  been 
i ncreas ing ly h a rd e r  to fi n d  cand i d ates fo r the  offices of loca l governm ent .  The C i ty of Beu l a h  
h a s  8 seats on  t he  cou nc i l  a n d  cu rrently 6 o f  those pos it ions were write- i n  wi n ne rs .  There were 
no n ames on t he  b a l l et fo r th i s  pos it ions .  The pos it ions were b l a n k  on t he  b a l lot .  I be l i eve that 
t he  d ec l a rat ion of a po l it ica l p a rty wi l l  on ly i ncrease the  l ack  of peop le  interested i n  runn ing for 
loca l office .  Th i s  goes  for the  state as  a who le a n d  not just one  of the  many com m u n it ies with i n  
ou r  great state .  P l ease  vote aga i n st the  leg is lat ion that wou l d  req u i re dec l a rat ion of  po l it i ca l  
p a rty. When it com es to loca l government, i t  i s  t he  cit i zens  of the c it ies and count ies that run 
the gove rnment a n d  see the i r  vot ing pub l i c  on a d a i ly bas is .  

Tha n k  you . 

Travis F rey, M ayor of Beu l a h  



Blake Crosby 

To: 

Cc:  

Subject: 

Al lyn Sveen < a l lyn@stan l eynd . u s>  
Tuesday, J anuary 29, 201 9 3 : 58  PM 
j kasper@ nd .gov; vstei ner@ nd .gov; pkanderson@ nd .gov; j ahoverson @ nd.gov; 
c ra igjohnson@ nd .gov; d ljohnsto n @nd.gov; kka r l s@nd .gov; bkoppe lman@ nd .gov; 
vrl an i ng@nd .gov; sc louser@ nd.gov; kmroh r@nd .gov; aschauer@ nd.gov; mschne ider@ nd .gov; 
smvetter@ nd .gov 
bertanderson@nd .gov; d l o ngmu i r@ nd .gov; cfeg ley@ nd .gov; tbjones@nd .gov; Shane Goett le; 
Gary Weisenberger; B l ake Crosby 
HB # 1 375 

Dea r Cha i rm a n  Kasper a n d  Hono ra b l e  Members of the Gove rnment & Vete ra ns Affa i rs Com m ittee :  

I a m  req u esti ng  you  to s u ppo rt a "DO NOT PASS" on  House B i l l  #1375 re l a t i ng  to pa rty affi l i a t ion of cand idates fo r city e l ective 
offices .  

C ity e l ect ive offices in o u r  great State of North  Da kota h ave been e lected without pa rty des ignat ion l i ke ly  s i nce statehood . Why 
the cha nge, pa rty affi l i at i on  i s  i rre l eva nt to p rovid i ng qu a l i ty serv ices at  the  loca l l eve l .  The dec i s ion ma k ing process amongst 
e l ected c ity offi c i a l s  i s  not b a sed  or i n fl uenced by pa rty affi l i a t ion ;  dec i s ions  a re made  fo r the common  good of the c it izens .  

Owing the  ca m pa ign  p ro cess, c a nd i d ates a re free to state the i r  t rue  be l iefs, rathe r  than the be l i efs of the  pa rty affi l i a t ion . 
• 's best fo r the  p ub l i c  i n te rest ca n eas i ly  fa l l  v ict im to what's best fo r the  pa rty a nd its contr ib utors . I n  most c it ies, l oca l 

id ates a re known fo r t he  p e rson they a re, not for the pa rty t hey a re affi l i ated to .  

C ity e lect io ns  a re he ld  i n  J u n e  w i th  the  Prima ry E l ect ion,  i f  a pe rso n i s  o n ly a l l owed to vote fo r one  po l it ica l pa rty, c ity e l ect ive 
offi ces wi l l  be determ i ned  m e re l y  by pa rty affi l i at ion ,  or in the  case of t h ree ca nd ida tes be i ng e lected to office, can  a vote r 
c hoose to cast t he i r  vote for two pa rties i n  the case of a c i ty e l ect ion .  C ity e lect ions  a re fi n a l , a n d  ca nd idates do not adva nce to 
t h e  Genera l  E lect ion .  N ot s u re i n  House B i l l  #1375 if  the ca nd id ates w i l l  be p l a ced on the no-pa rty b a l lot or the pa rty ba l l ot .  

Do  we want  loca l ca nd i d a te s  e l e cted to the pa rty they rep resent o r  fo r the  peop l e  they rep resent .  Keep c ity e lected offices 
n on-pa rty a ffi l i a te d .  

Aga i n, you r  s uppo rt fo r a "DO  N OT PASS" on  House B i l l  #1375 is  g reat ly  a pp rec iated .  

S i n ce re ly, 

Ms . A l lyn Sveen , City Auditor 
City of Stanley 48 South Main 

Box 249 
anley ,  ND 58784 

70 1 - 628 - 2225  
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Blake Crosby 

To: 

Subject: 

David Stee le < d avid . stee l e 1 955@gma i l . com>  
Tuesday, J anuary 29, 20 1 9 1 1  : 3 2  AM 
B l ake Crosby 
Fwd :  HB 1 375 E l ected Offi c ia l s  dec lare po l it ica l  party 

---------- Forwa rded  m essage ---------
F ro m :  David Stee le  <dav id .stee l e1955@gma i l . com> 
Date :  Tue, Jan 29,  2019 at  1 1 : 3 1  AM 
Subject :  HB 1375 E l ected Offi c i a l s  dec l a re po l it ica l party 
To : <jkaspe r@nd .gov> 

tf q --
{18 137s.  
� --f - q 

Cha i rman  Kaspe r  a nd m e m be rs of the  House Government  a nd Vetera ns Affa i rs Comm ittee .  For  the  reco rd I a m  David Stee le, 
from the city of J a mestown, a n d  I a m  a newly e l ected City Cou nc i l  mem ber. I a m  deep ly conce rned that cit izens  that a re 
i nte rested i n  se rv ing  a c ity o r  a schoo l  boa rd wou l d  be d isco u raged to ru n fo r a posit ion if one  had  to dec l a re a po l it ica l 
posit io n .  With o n e  wee k  rema i n i ng to p ick u p  a petition ,  to gather  s ignatu res, no one  had  comm itted to run  fo r one  open  seat 
fo r a city cou nc i l  pos it i on  in J amestown .  On  the fi n a l  day, one other pe rson d ec ided to run, givi ng J amestown two ca nd id ates 
fo r the posit i o n .  Ne it he r  o n e  of has had to dec l a re a pa rty pos it ion  a nd in c ity gove rnment a ct ions a dec l a rat ion of pa rty 
m a kes a bso l ute ly no sense othe r  t han  to d iscou rage ind iv id u a ls from run n i ng .  I no r  the  othe r  ca nd idate had  eve r ru n fo r office 
befo re a nd we d i d  not d iffe r great ly on city concerns or matte rs, but both of us  agreed that if we wou l d  h ave had to dec l a re a 

•
ula r  pa rty o r  i n dependent, ne i ther  one  of us wou ld h ave taken the  step to offe r o u r  services to the commun ity. I have 
n to many i n d iv id ua l s, wh i l e  work ing door to door, and nea rly eve ryone  sa id ,  tha n k  you fo r stepp ing  u p  and why in the 

wor ld wou ld  you want to do th is in the fi rst p l a ce .  Vote rs do  not ca re a bo ut pa rty affi l ia t ion when it comes to loca l c ity a nd  
s choo l  boa rd gove rnance .  C it izen s  a re conce rned a bout common  sense a nd trust i n  who they a re e l ecti ng to  serve them and  
who  t hey  fee l  that  they ca n contact a nd  ta l k  to  when issues a rise .  I u rge you  to  defeat t h i s  b i l l  s o  t h a t  those t h a t  a re wi l l i ng to 
se rve a re not d isco u raged to do so s im p ly beca use they m ust dec l a re a po l it ica l posit ion  in a non-po l it ica l service to the i r  
com m u n ity. 
Tha n k  you fo r you r  t ime, 
Dav id Stee l e  ( C ity Cou n ci l  M e m be r  from J amestown) 

• 

1 \LP 



Blake Crosby 

• 
To: 

Subject: 

Char Gu st < cha rgust@ hotma i l .com>  

Tuesday, J a n u ary  29, 20 1 9 1 2 :27 PM 

B l ake Crosby 
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FW: ACT ION N E EDED :  Leg is la t ion Requ i ri ng Loca l  Offi c i a l s  to Dec l a re a Po l i t ica l  Party 

Message fo r Cha i rman Kasper and  members of the House Government and Veterans Affairs Committee .  

Fo r  the record I am  Charleen Gust from the City o f  Casselton and  I am a counci l  member. I do not th ink it' s  necessary for 
c ity offic ia ls to decla re a pa rty . Our  job is  to represent the cit izens in  a non parti san way. 

Thanks 
Char Gust 
70 1 -36 1 -2070 

• 
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Blake Crosby 

• 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Er ic  B .  Gjerdevig < E ric .Gjerdevig @westfa rgond .gov> 
Tuesday, J a nuary 29, 201 9 1 :06 PM 
j kasper@ nd .gov; bko p pe lman@nd .gov; aschauer@ nd .gov 
B l ake Crosby 
House B i l l  1 375 

C h a i rm a n  Kaspe r a nd m e mbe rs of the  House Gove rnment  and Vete ra ns  Affa i rs Com m ittee -

I ' m  writ ing rega rd i ng H ouse B i l l  1375 .  My name  is E ric Gje rdevig .  I ra n a nd was e lected o nto the  West Fa rgo City Com m ission  
i n  2018 .  I h a d  a d es i re to se rve my commun ity but  d id N OT wa nt to make i t a bout po l it ics a nd/o r pa rty affi l i at ion .  I rea l i ze 
t h e re a re po l it i cs  in c i ty government, but those po l itics a re a bout  key issues such  a s  Spec ia l Assessments; they a re not a bo ut 
R epub l i c an  versu s  Democrat a ffi l i a t ion .  

I d o n 't n e ed  t o  l o o k  a ny fa rt he r  t h a n  o u r  nat io na l  po l it ics t o  unde rsta nd  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  wou l d  keep  good cand idates o ut of 
se rv ice to o u r  com m u n ity. Loca l po l it ics shou ld  be about issues, experience, i deas, a n d  dozens  of other  importa nt facto rs. 
M a ki ng i t  a bou t  pa rty l oya lty wi l l  h u rt loca l e ngagement by fu rthe r  po l it i c i z ing l oca l  po l i t ics a nd m a ke i t ha rder  to get the j ob  
done .  F u rthe rmore, t he re a re such  fa ct ions with i n  both pa rt ies today I 'm  no t  even s u re what  pa rty affi l i at ion means  a nymore .  

Let 's no t  create a n  i ssue  ( by pa ss ing  t h i s  b i l l )  where one  doesn 't ex ist a nd l ets keep l oca l e l ect ions  about t he  issues t h a t  w i l l  
h e l p  i m p rove o u r  c i t ies i nstead  of c reate d iv is ions with i n  t hem .  

Tha n ks fo r you r  se rv ice a n d  l i sten i ng . 

• jerdevig 

• 
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C:.tT·V �- LISBON 
N O R T H  D A K O T A  

J a nuary 28, 2019 

Cha i rman  Kasper  a nd members of the House Government and  Vete rans Affa i r  Committee, 

For the record I am Tim Meyer from the City of Lisbon a nd I a m  the Mayor. 

I DO NOT support th is  bi l l .  I fee l  it wou ld d iscourage citize ns of my commun ity from vo l u nteeri ng the ir  
t ime and  ta lents to run fo r loca l gove rnment. Th is  b i l l  wou ld  fo rce po l itics d i rectly i nto the l ives of 
com mun ity m i nded citizens .  There a re many residents I fee l  wou ld  no  longe r be wi l l i ng to step forwa rd if 
they a re forced i nto po l itics. Than k  You for you r  service to our state . 

� (\-\� 
Tim Meyer  

423 Ma i n  Street - PO Box 1079 - Lisbon, ND 58054 

Phone (701) 683-4140 Fax (701) 683-9710 

TDD: 1-800-366-6888 

This /ns htu twn is un eq 110I opporturll ly proV11:ler, and employer . 
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J a n u a ry 25 ,  2019 0 

Cha i rm a n  Kaspe r  a n d  members of the  House Gove rnment a nd  Vete ra ns  Affa i rs Com m ittee :  

Fo r t he  reco rd I a m  Joan  Ca rve l l  from the  City of Casse lton .  I a m  a c ity counc i l  member .  

I have been  made aware of House b i l l  1375 .  I a m  strong ly aga i nst c and idates  fo r loca l gove rnment 
hav ing  to d isc lose t he i r  pa rty affi l i at io n .  C i ty cou nc i l  pos it ions  a re not s u pposed to be po l it i ca l .  We do 
not c hoose s ides, we work fo r the bette rment of the city and i t s  reside nts. 

I a p p rec i a te the h a rd work o u r  Leg is lators do a nd  wou l d  a pp rec iate you r  co ns iderat ion  on  this matte r. 

Tha n k  you fo r you r  se rvice and  t ime .  

J oan  Ca rve l l  

City of  Casse lton 

Counc i l  Membe r  

I - f 



Blake Crosby 

• 
To: 

Subject: 

Ki n l ey R. S l auter < ki n l eys@medora . co m >  
Fr iday, J a nua ry 25, 20 1 9  4 :37 PM  
B l ake C rosby 
H B 1 375  

Cha i rman Kasper  and members o f  the  House Government and  Veterans Affa i rs Committee .  For the  reco rd I am Kin ley 
S la uter  from the Ci ty of H istoric Medora and I serve on the Medora City Counci l .  I u nderstand leg i s lat ion regard ing 
declar ing pa rty affi l i ation  fo r c i ty e lections is be ing cons idered . I can ' t  imag ine what good it wou ld  do our commun ity o r  
cou ntry to  i ntrod uce one ounce more pa rtisan d iv ide .  Le t  voters dec ide based on what they know about the  candidates 
and  the facts ava i l ab le ,  not on percept ion of one's position based on typ ica l  or stereotypical  pa rti san understand ing .  
P lease do hear  what  supporters of  th i s  b i l l  have i n  m ind  but  i n  the  end I encourage you to  not  pass  such leg isl ation as i t  
p rov ides no benefit to  a commun ity l i ke ours ,  wh ich i s  very representative of  many of the  commun it ies i n  ou r  
state . Thanks for your  cons ideration .  

Respectfu l l y ,  
K i n l ey R .  S l a uter  

• 

• 

1 

)- / 



• 

• 

January 26 ,  201 9 

Honorab le  Cha i rman Kasper 
and mem bers of the House Government and Veterans Affai rs Com m ittee: 

For the record , I am Charles (Chuck) And rus from the City of South Heart ,  ND and I am 
the Mayor of th i s  commun ity. 

I am contacti ng  you regard ing  House B i l l  1 375 .  I am req uesti ng th is  bi l l  NOT be 
passed out  of  com m ittee .  

Th i s  b i l l  i s  not i n  the best in terests of loca l governm ent and wou ld  very wel l  po larize 
cit izens  fu rther  than  the existi ng  state of affa i rs .  D ivid ing  comm u n i ties on pol it ical l i nes 
at the loca l l evel wi l l  on ly fu rther d ivide  rather than u n ify commun iti es. 

P lease vote against House B i l l  1 375. 

Best Regard s ,  

Chuck Andru s  
Mayor 

C ity of South Heart 
PO Box 249 
South Heart, ND 58655 

Emai l :  candru s@ndsupernet.com 
Ph :70 1 .290 . 6 1 40 
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Cha i rm a n  Kaspe r  

M e m be rs o f  t h e  House Govern ment a n d  Vete ra ns  Affa i rs Comm ittee : 

Fo r  t h e  reco rd I a m  Ca ro l M .  S iege rt from the  c ity of H u nter, N D  a nd  I 

s e rve o n  t h e  H u nter  C ity Cou n c i l  a n d  a l so se rve as  Deputy Mayor fo r 

H u nter .  

I am opposed to Leg i s l a t i on  Req u i r i n g  Loca l Offi c i a l s  to Dec l a re a 

Po l it i ca l Pa rty Affi l i at i o n .  

I s e e  a bso l ute ly  no  reason why  a pe rson  shou l d  n eed t o  dec l a re the i r  

po l it i ca l affi l i a t i on  wh i l e  ru n n i ng  fo r a p ub l i c offi ce . For  a po l i t i ca l 

offi ce, yes ,  h oweve r not fo r a p ub l i c offi ce . 

Th a n k  you fo r you r  t ime .  

Ca ro l M .  S i ege rt 

H u nte r C ity Cou n c i l  & Deputy H u nte r M ayo r 



• 

• 

• 

:ft / 
�-1 rs \ -:s 7 => 

- 1 - -

To Chairman Kasper and members of the House Government and Veterans Affairs Committee . 

For the record I am Susan Schmidt from the City of Sawyer, ND and I am the City Auditor. 

Sawyer is a smal l  city of 357 residents in North Centra l  ND about 1 5  m i les SE of M inot. Our City 
Council is made up of a Mayor and four Counci l  members . We have a City Staff of two employees. 
As with most smal l  communities, getting citizens to run for an office is next to impossible. 
I n  addition getti ng residents to the polls is also very d ifficul t. Most of our e lections have less than 5 0  
actua l voters, which i s  less than 1 5% of our residents who are voting age. 

I wish to express my concern if House B i l l  No. 1 375 passes. 
But fi rstly, I must ask why must every person have a label? 
Race= label, Rel ig ion=label, Gender= label, Sexual Orientation=label, Pol itical Party choice= label .  

Once someone has a label , disagreements begin and in the worst cases hate begins because of 
someone's assumed bel iefs. E i ther I assume that person bel ieves 1 00% the same as I bel ieve, or 
that person bel ieves 1 00% opposite of what I bel ieve .  
Therefore I am more l ikely to vote for them because of their pol itica l  party labe l ,  or vote against them 
because of their label . 
How is this a good th i ng? 
How is this help ing smal l  communities, or any commun ities for that matter? 

As with a l l  good candidates, not every opinion fol lows 1 00% to the party l ine .  
Al l  good candidates should be able to th ink on their own ,  make decisions on thei r own and have 
viewpoints of the i r  own, without showing loya lty to a particular party . 

Voters a re more l i kely to vote for a cand idate based on thei r  personal viewpoint rather than their  
loya lty to a party. I hear i t  t ime and time again, year  after year  that people a re upset that they have 
to vote the party l i ne during the primary election . People want to make a decision based on the 
candidate's v iewpoint. Many voters skip voting to fi l l  an office because they do not want to vote the 
party l ine. 

If a candidate must now "represent" a party, they wi l l  most l ikely lose voter loyalty i nstead of increase 
i t. If th is b i l l  passes, it is my opin ion as the City Auditor of Sawyer that it wi l l  have a negative impact 
on people runn ing for office , especial ly in smal l town ND .  Additional ly, I predict even less people wi l l  
go to the pol ls to vote at al l .  

A l l  i n  al l ,  th is b i l l  is a very bad idea, and wi l l  only make the election process more removed from ALL 
the people the candidates are supposed to be representing . 
Our government is not about what party you represent, but rather the people you represent 
regardless of a label . 

�!XL�' �( k,�12 /f-
Susan Schmidt 
City of Sawyer Auditor 
Sawyer, ND 58781 



• 

• 

• 

# 9  
-H B ) -{13:, 

,.9 - 1 - 1 1 
No .  I t  i s  of no importance what po l it ical affi l iation a smal l  town counc i lperson has . It has 
no bearing  on how wel l  the ind ivid ua l  does h is/her job. And in smal ler  commun it ies it wi l l  
i nh i b it peop le from seeking office .  

R ichard Cheatley 
Counc i l  Member 
Riverda le  
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Cha i rman  Kasper and member of the House Government and Veterans Affa i rs 
Committee :  

For t he  record , I am  Brad Olson from the City of West Fargo and  I am a City 
Commiss ioner. I oppose th is b i l l ,  as it wi l l  l im it peop le l i ke me ,  a federa l  government 
emp loyee to run o r  hold office as we can on ly  part ici pate nonpart isan e lections .  The 
Hatch Act p roh ib its federa l  employees from partic i pating in part isan e lect ions .  I see no 
reason to e l im i nate these peop le from extend ing the i r  commun ity service , by enact ing 
th is leg is lat ion .  

S i nce re ly ,  
B rad O lson 
West Fargo  C ity Commiss ioner 
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"For the reco rd , my name is Rory Mccann  and I serve on the city counc i l  for Wahpeton . 
As a nation ,  we a re a l ready d ivided on many levels d ue to po l it ica l  pa rty affi l iations .  
Loca l po l it ics shou ld  be about a person 's  ab i l it ies and des i re to he lp  the i r  commun ity, 
not about the letter next to the i r  name. I oppose any leg is lat ion requ i ri ng pol it ical pa rty 
affi l i at ion at the local leve l .  I t 's not on ly unnecessary, but as in i ne .  Thank  you for your  
cons ideration .  

Rory Mccan n  
Wahpeton C ity Counci l "  

Rory Mccann  
70 1 -640-8999 
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January 28 ,  20 1 9  

Re: HB 1375 

Representative Kasper and members of the Committee on Government and 
Veterans Affairs : 

For the past six years I have served as a member of the Jamestown City Council ,  
now serving as president of the council .  

In  reading this bill, I am unable to  find any rationale for  singling out municipal 
offices as in need of having the party affiliation of a candidate stated, while prohibited for 
other local offices. 

In my campaigns for city council , including three other times for a different local 
office, I was never once asked to declare a party affiliation or that I was running as an 
independent. I was elected because the voters chose me over others, and never has any 
thought of partisan political affiliation entered our deliberations as a council .  

I believe the singling out of these offices is arbitrary, while serving no useful 
purpose. I respectfully urge you to give this bill a "do not pass ." 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Dan Buchanan 
Councilperson 
Jamestown, ND 

- 1 - , --
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House Government and Veterans Affai rs Committee 
Chai rman Kim Koppleman 

Testimony From : 
Lisa M. O lson 
City of Minot,  Alderman 
Cel l :  70 1 -720- 1 853  
Lisa . Olson@Minotnd .org 

Dear Representative Koppelman, 

H B  1375 

Thank  you for tak ing a moment to cons ider my test imony in opposition to HB  1375. I am not 

in  oppositi on  to the  entire b i l l ,  but I do have serious reservations to the  portion that refers to 

City Counc i l  Cand idates, who would be requ i red to designate wh ich  pol it ical pa rty they 

be long to. This  is where my quest ion comes i nto play. I a m  interested in  knowing the  purpose 

• of th i s  amendment .  I have been an Alderman with the  City of Minot s ince 2010. The pol it ica l 

pa rty that I a m  affi l iated with has  never offered support du ring my cam paigns nor have they 

attempted to  i nfl u ence my vote. If my exper ience i s  sim i l a r  to many of my peers a round the  

state, why i s  th i s  amendment needed? I wou l d  suggest that i t  is not. I t  a ppears to be a fa r 

reach ing attempt to  i nfl uence mun ici pal e lect ions.  However, as an  Alderman, I strive to see 

both s ides of a situat ion, so if t here is a reasonab le  pu rpose in  th i s  amendment, I am very 

interested i n  knowing it. Thank you agai n for you r t ime and  consideration . 

• 



Blake Crosby 

• 
To: 

Subject: 

Vick i ,  C ity Aud itor < g l enu l l i n aud ito r@m idconetwork.com >  
Tuesday, J anuary 29, 20 1 9  9 :03 AM 
B l ake Crosby 
Opposit ion  to b i l l  

Thanks B lake for passi ng  on  these com ments to  the committee .  

Cha i rman Kasper  and mem bers of  the House Government and Veterans Affa i rs Committee .  

I am Vick i  Horst, the C ity Aud i to r  from Glen U l l i n .  

I a m  opposed to  H B 1 375 40 .2 1 .07 regard i ng declari ng a pol i t ical party when runn ing  for local e lections .  

I th i n k  th is  shou ld be an  optiona l  question , not requ i red when completi ng the app l ication for loca l  e lections .  At the 
smal l  town local  leve l  the e lected offic ia ls  a re not voti ng on loca l  issues as  a pa rty member they a re voti ng on what they 
fee l  i s  ri g ht fo r the town .  They a ren ' t  concerned with how the i r  "party" wou ld  want them to vote . When the loca l offic ia ls  
a re e lected they a re e lected based on the i r  merit or past voti ng record not by wh ich pa rty they a re affi l i ated with . Most of 
our c i ty offic ia ls  wou ld  say they a re not affi l i ated with any pa rty and wou ld  not want to be forced to p ick a party .  As the city 
aud i to r  wou ld  I have to reject the i r  app l ication because they d i dn 't want to choose a pa rty? Wou ld we lose good 
cand idates beca use of th is  issue? We cannot afford to lose any cand idate that wants to run for e lection ,  we have so very 
few now with most offi c ia ls  run n i ng unopposed or no one runn i ng at a l l .  I don ' t  feel that naming a pol it ical party on  the 
local  e lect ion ba l lot wou ld  serve any  pu rpose that wou ld  benefit the town . I t  seems l i ke the pol i t ica l  pa rt ies a re look ing for 

• 
members .  P lease remove th is  language from the proposed b i l l .  

k you  fo r serv ing  ou r  state a nd you r  consideration on  th is b i l l .  

V1ck1 Horst 
G l e n  U l l i n  City Aud ito r 
119 South Ma i n  Street 
PO Box 70 
G l e n  U l l i n , ND 58631-0070 
(701)  348-3683 
G len -u l l i n . co m 

• 

1 
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Cha i rman Kasper and members of the House Government and Veterans Affa i rs Committee. 

For the record I am Amber Larson from the City of Mandan ,  and I was e lected i n  June 201 8 to the 

Mandan C ity Com miss ion .  I am contacti ng you regard i ng  House B i l l  No .  1 375 ,  and specifica l ly the 

proposed language that wou ld  requ i re i nd ivi d ua ls runn i ng  for local office to designate a party 

affi l iation .  I am strongly opposed to th is  change.  

Wh i l e  I see the val ues and merits of our  party structures, I feel the d i fferences between them have 

l i t t le beari n g  on the decis ions we are mak ing  at the local l evel .  I a lso be l ieve that local pol it ics attract 

can d idates l i ke myself who are deeply rooted in the i r  local commun ity, but  sometimes don' t  feel a 

strong pu l l  to party i nvolvement. During  my run ,  th ree of my opponents pub l ic ly shared a party 

affi l i at ion .  Whi le  I don't  th i n k  that was the cause, it is worth noti ng  that the two of us cand idates who 

d i d  not fol low su i t  won the seats. 

I a lso  be l ieve that d eclari ng a party affi l iat io n  wou ld  i ncrease the cost to run in local e lections. Whi le  

the parti es d o  have resources to d raw upon ,  wh ich I was fortunate to tap i n  to from both s ides, 

keep ing local  elect ions fi nancia l ly atta inab le is a benefi t to the process ,  cand idate pool and u l t imately 

the const i tuents . 

I thank  you for you r  t ime and consideration of my testimony .  

Commissioner  Amber Larson 

C i ty of Mandan 

_:j ( 
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Tuesday, J a n u a ry 29, 2019 

RE :  House b i l l  no .  1375 

Cha i rman  Kasper and members of the House Gove rnment & Vetera ns Affa i rs Comm ittee :  
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For  the reco rd, I a m  from the city of Ca rr ington and  I am the City Aud ito r. I wou ld  oppose a ny leg is lative 
cha nges tha t  wou l d  requ i re city offic ia ls to dec l a re a po l it ica l p arty when ru nn i ng for city offices. 

• The focus of loca l e lections shou ld  be on  commun ity issues a n d  vote rs shou ld  vote for 
ca nd idates that have sim i l a r  concerns .  The goa l fo r ru nn i ng fo r city offices shou ld  be to 
bette r the city, not focus o n  pa rty po l it ics .  

• Wh i l e  I have o n ly been in my pos it ion fo r o ne  e lect ion cycl e, o u r  c i ty struggles with 
fi nd i ng ca nd idates w i l l i ng to run fo r office .  I f  leg is l a tive changes a re made requ i ri ng the 
ca nd id ate to dec l a re a po l i tica l party, I fee l  there wou ld  be fu rthe r  hes itat ion from 
cand idates i n  gett ing involved i n  c ity government .  

• Imp l ement ing these legis lative cha nges at a loca l l eve l  is a d istracti on  from the ta sk at 
h and ,  i .e .  br ing ing e lected offic i a l s, c i ty emp loyees, a nd residents togethe r  to bette r the 
c i t ies i n  which we l ive a nd work. 

Tha n k  you for you r  t ime and cons iderat ion. 

S ince re ly, 

J e nn ife r Ga st 
C ity Aud ito r 
C ity of Ca rr i ngton 



Blake Crosby 

II 
Subject: 

Gra nt Johnson < c ityofkenmare@g ma i l .co m >  
Tuesday, J a n u a ry  29, 20 1 9  9 : 55  A M  
B l a ke Crosby 
Testi mony fo r H B  1 375  

Cha i rman Kasper  a nd members o f  the House Government and Veterans Affa i rs Committee .  For the record I am Grant 
Johnson from the City of Kenmare and I am the City Auditor .  I wou ld  strong ly  recommend a no vote on HB  1 375 .  I t  i s  my 
assertion that po l i t ica l  party affi l iat ion at the local level does not provide enough i nfo rmation  for loca l e lections as it is  not a 
complete rep resentatio n  of the cand idate's cha racter nor the i r  be l iefs on  any g iven top ic .  Genera l ly  it i s  more of a broad 
categorizatio n  for peop le to ass ign to opposite ends of a spectrum and u ltimate ly po larize e lections based on gut reaction .  
Be i ng the most i ntimate form of government with the  least d i stance between officia l s  and constituents ,  I wou ld recommend 
leav ing the j udgment of cand idates be based on persona l  i nteractions and the i r  i ntent ions to he lp  the i r  city , not be 
ostracized on  the bas is  of association with a pa rt icu la r  po l i t ical party.  Thank you for you r  t i me and consideration .  

G ra nt Joh nson Auditor 
City of Ken m a re 

CO NTACT US 
PO Box 816  I Ke n m a re, ND 58746 
P (701) 385-4232 F (701) 385-3292 
www.ke n m a rend . co m  

• 
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Chairman Kasper and members of the House Government and Veterans Affairs Committee.  For the 
record I am Kevin Bunn from the City of Enderl in  and I am the City Counci l President. I 'm contacting 
you regard ing House Bi l l  1 375 and urging a do not pass recommendation. 

In my opin ion , local  leaders are to work for the benefit of the enti re community, not a pol itical party or 
for themselves. House Bi l l  1 375 cou ld potential ly change this agreed upon focus by i ntroducing the 
need to satisfy a local leader's  personal agenda or group of leaders' agenda based on their affi l iation 
with a pol it ical party. Local government needs d iversity i n  its leadersh ip  and a community could lose 
out on good citizens who won't want to run for office because they' re not wi l l ing to d ivulge the 
po l it ical party they may be normal ly associated . Or, l ike myself, don't  associate with any pol itical 
party by doing my research and voting for the best candidate. Again ,  I u rge a vote of do not pass. 

Thank you for taking the time to read my view and testimony on House Bil l 1 375. 

Sincerely, 

Kevin Bunn 
City of Enderl in ,  ND  
Counci l  President 
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19. 0069.02002 
Title. 

13 1 � 7 � 
Prepared by. the Legislative Council staff for .;;> _ 15 _ 1 a 
Representative Louser \ 

February 12, 2019 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 1375 

Page 1, line 2, after the first comma insert "40-21-06, " 

Page 1, line 3, remove "; and to repeal section 40-21-06 of the North Dakota Century Code, " 

Page 1, line 4, remove "relating to references to party affiliation in petitions of candidates for 
city elective offices" 

Page 1, line 12, overstrike "or" 

Page 1, line 13, after "instruction" insert ", or an elective county office other than county 
commissioner, state's attorney, and sheriff'' 

Page 2, line 24, overstrike "mentioned" and insert immediately thereafter "identified as no-party 
candidates" 

Page 2, line 24, after "law" insert "as a no-party office" 

Page 3, after line 29, insert: 

"SECTION 5. AMENDMENT. Section 40-21-06 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

40-21-06. Reference to party ballot or affiliation in petition of candidate for 
municipal office prohibited . 

No reference may be made to a party ballot nor to the party affiliation of a 
candidate in a petition to be filed by or in behalf of a candidate for nomination to a 
public office in any incorporated city in this state, except as required by 
section 40-21-07. " 

Page 4, line 18, after "candidates" insert "for city council member, city commissioner, mayor, or 
park board member" 

Page 4, line 20, replace "independent" with "no party" 

Page 5, line 7, after "individual" insert "for an office for which a party designation or no-party 
designation is required under section 40-21-07" 

Page 5, line 9, replace "word "independent" with "phrase "no party" 

Page 5, remove line 15 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 19.0069.02002 
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Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for .., - I s - / q Representative Louser 
February 13, 2019 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 1375 

Page 1, line 1, after "sections" insert "15.1-09-08, 15. 1-09-11 ,"  

Page 1, line 2,  after the first comma insert "40-21-06, "  

Page 1, line 3 ,  remove "; and to repeal section 40-21-06 of the North Dakota Century Code, " 

Page 1, line 4, remove "relating to references to party affiliation in petitions of candidates for 
city elective offices" 

Page 1, after line 5, insert: 

"SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 15.1-09-08 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

15. 1-09-08. School district elections - Candidate filings. 

An individual seeking election to the board of a school district shall prepare and 
sign a document stating the individual's name aRa� the position for which that individual 
is a candidate; and the party designated by the individual as being the party to which 
the individual belongs, or, if the individual chooses, identifying the individual as "no 
Q.filt.i'.. A candidate shall also file a statement of interests as required by section 
16.1-09-02. Whether or not the election is held in conjunction with a statewide election, 
these documents must be filed with the school district business manager, or mailed to 
and in the possession of the business manager, by four p.m. of the sixty-fourth day 
before the election. 

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 15. 1-09-11 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

15.1-09-11. School district elections - Preparation of ballots. 

1. At least forty days before the election, the business manager shall prepare 
and cause to be printed, or otherwise uniformly reproduced, an official 
ballot containing the names of all individuals who have indicated their 
intent to be candidates by meeting the provisions of section 15. 1-09-08. 
Next to or underneath each candidate's name, the ballot must include the 
name of the designated party or "no party" as selected by the candidate 
under section 15. 1-09-08. The business manager shall notify the 
candidates as to the time and place of the drawing for position on the 
ballot. 

2. The ballot must be nonpartisan in form and include: 

a. The words "official ballot" at the top; 

b. The name of the school district; 

c. The date of the election; 

d. The number of persons to be elected to each office; and 

Page No. 1 19.0069.02003 



e. Below the list of candidates for each office, blank spaces in which 
names not printed on the ballot may be written." 

Page 1, line 12, overstrike "or" 

Page 1, line 13, after "instruction" insert ", or an elective county office other than county 
commissioner, state's attorney, and sheriff" 

Page 2, line 24, overstrike "mentioned" and insert immediately thereafter "identified as no-party 
candidates" 

Page 2, line 24, after "law" insert "as a no-party office" 

Page 3, after line 29, insert: 

"SECTION 7. AMENDMENT. Section 40-21-06 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

40-21-06. Reference to party ballot or affiliation in petition of candidate for 
municipal office prohibited. 

No reference may be made to a party ballot nor to the party affiliation of a 
candidate in a petition to be filed by or in behalf of a candidate for nomination to a 
public office in any incorporated city in this state, except as required by 
section 40-21-07." 

Page 4, line 18, after "candidates" insert "for city council member, city commissioner, mayor, or 
park board member" 

Page 4, line 20, replace "independent" with "no party" 

Page 5, line 7, after "individual" insert "for an office for which a party designation or no-party 
designation is required under section 40-21-07" 

Page 5, line 9, replace "word "independent" with "phrase "no party" 

Page 5, remove line 15 

Renumber accordingly 
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