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2021 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

Judiciary
Room JW327B, State Capitol

HB 1140
1/27/2021

Relating to contingent fee arrangements.

Chairman Klemin called the hearing to order at 9:00 AM.

Present: Representatives Klemin, Karls, Becker, Christensen, Cory, K Hanson,
Jones, Magrum, Paulson, Paur, Roers Jones, Satrom. Absent: Rep. Buffalo
and Vetter.

Discussion Topics:

e Amendment request

¢ Emergency commission meeting

Al Jeager, Secretary of State: Testimony #3518 9:00

Chairman Klemin closed the hearing at 9:11.

Rep. Satrom: Do Pass Motion
Rep. Paur: Seconded

Roll Call Vote:

Representatives V
Chairman Klemin
Vice Chairman Karls
Rep Becker
Rep. Christensen
Rep. Cory
Rep T. Jones
Rep Magrum
Rep Paulson
Rep Paur
Rep Roers Jones
Rep B. Satrom
Rep Vetter
Rep Buffalo
Rep K. Hanson
12-0-2 Motion carried
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Carrier: Rep. Christensen
Chairman Klemin closed at 9:15.

DelLores D. Shimek
Committee Clerk



Com Standing Committee Report Module ID: h_stcomrep_02_060
January 27, 2021 9:18AM Carrier: Christensen

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
HB 1140: Judiciary Committee (Rep. Klemin, Chairman) recommends DO PASS (12
YEAS, 0 NAYS, 2 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1140 was placed on the
Eleventh order on the calendar.

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 1 h_stcomrep_02_060



#3518 PHONE (701) 328-2900
EMAIL sos@nd.gov

ALVIN A. JAEGER
SECRETARY OF STATE

WEBSITE sos.nd.gov

SECRETARY OF STATE

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
600 EAST BOULEVARD AVENUE DEPT 108
BISMARCK ND 58505-0500

January 27, 2021

TO: Chairman Representative Klemin and Members of the House Judiciary Commission
FR: Al Jaeger Secretary of State

RE: HB 1140 — Contingent Fee Arrangements

Today, | am appearing in my role as the Secretary for the Emergency Commission, of which | am also a
member. N.D.C.C. § 54-16-01.

This bill is requesting an amendment to N.D.C.C. § 43-12-08.1. This section of law was adopted by the
1999 Legislative Assembly (1999 Session Laws, Chapter 453, SB 2047)

Since the enactment of this law 22 years ago, three requests seeking approval for a contingent fee
arrangement have been submitted to the Emergency Commission. All three were from the Retirement and
Investment Office.

Because of the confidential legal aspects of the requests, it is the only time the Emergency Commission
has met in Executive Session; June 20, 2016, June 17, 2019, and May 12, 2020.

When the last request was considered in 2020 by the Emergency Commission, members questioned the
relatively low threshold of $150,000. It was suggested that the 2021 Legislative Assembly be asked to raise
the threshold to one million dollars.

Because this section of law pertains to the Attorney General's authority, | contacted him. He agreed, that
while the law should remain in place, he supports increasing the threshold to one million dollars.

| request your favorable consideration for a Do Pass recommendation.
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2021 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

Judiciary Committee
Peace Garden Room, State Capitol

HB 1140
3/3/2021

A BILL for an Act to amend and reenact section 54-12-08.1 of the North Dakota Century
Code, relating to contingent fee arrangements.

Hearing called to order all Senators Present: Myrdal, Luick, Dwyer, Bakke, Fors,

Heitkamp, Larson. [10:05]

Discussion Topics:

e Public Meeting and Public Record Exceptions
e Allocation of a Special Assistant Attorney

Secretary of State Alvin Jaeger Provided Testimony in Favor #7125 [10:08]

Senator Dwyer Moved a DO PASS
Senator Bakke Seconded the Motion
7-0-0 Vote Passed

Senator Dwyer Carried the Bill

Hearing Adjourned [10:16]

Jamal Omar, Committee Clerk

DO PASS ON HB 1140 ote
Senator Diane Larson Y
Senator Michael Dwyer Y
Senator JoNell A. Bakke Y
Senator Robert O. Fors Y
Senator Jason G. Heitkamp Y
Senator Larry Luick Y
Senator Janne Myrdal Y




Com Standing Committee Report Module ID: s_stcomrep_36_012
March 4, 2021 4:37PM Carrier: Dwyer

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
HB 1140: Judiciary Committee (Sen. Larson, Chairman) recommends DO PASS (7
YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1140 was placed on the
Fourteenth order on the calendar.
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#7125

PHONE (701) 328-2900
EMAIL sos@nd.gov

ALVIN A. JAEGER
SECRETARY OF STATE

WEBSITE sos.nd.gov

SECRETARY OF STATE

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
600 EAST BOULEVARD AVENUE DEPT 108
BISMARCK ND 58505-0500

March 3, 2021

TO: Chairman Larson and Members of the Senate Judiciary Commission
FR: Al Jaeger Secretary of State

RE: HB 1140 — Contingent Fee Arrangements

Today, | am appearing in my role as the Secretary for the Emergency Commission, of which | am also a
member. N.D.C.C. § 54-16-01.

This bill is amending N.D.C.C. § 43-12-08.1. This section of law was adopted by the 1999 Legislative
Assembly (1999 Session Laws, Chapter 453, SB 2047)

Since the enactment of this law 22 years ago, three requests seeking approval for a contingent fee
arrangement have been submitted to the Emergency Commission. All three were from the Retirement and
Investment Office.

Because of the confidential legal aspects of the requests, it is the only time the Emergency Commission
has met in Executive Session; June 20, 2016, June 17, 2019, and May 12, 2020.

When the last request was considered by the Emergency Commission in 2020, members questioned the
relatively low threshold of $150,000. It was suggested that the 2021 Legislative Assembly be asked to raise
the threshold to one million dollars.

Because this section of law pertains to the authority of the Attorney General, | contacted him. He agreed,
while he believes the law should remain in place, the threshold should be raised to one million dollars.

| request your favorable consideration for a Do Pass recommendation.
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