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Relating to invalid signatures on an initiated petition; and to provide a penalty. 
 
Chairman Klemin opened the hearing on HB 1230 at 10:00 AM. 
Members present: Chairman Klemin, Vice Chairman Karls, Rep. Bahl, Rep. Christensen, 
Rep. Cory, Rep. Henderson, Rep. S. Olson, Rep. Rios, Rep. S. Roers Jones, Rep. Satrom, 
Rep. Schneider, Rep. VanWinkle, Rep. Vetter 
 
Discussion Topics: 

• Signatures on petitions 
• Amendment 
• Liabilities 
• Invalid petition  
 

 
Rep. Nathe: Introduced the bill, testimony #14336, presented testimony for Michael Howe, 
Secretary of State, #13360. 
 
Paul Henderson, ND resident spoke in opposition to HB 1230. 
 
Hearing closed at 10:53 AM. 
 
Delores Shimek, Committee Clerk 
 



2023 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Judiciary Committee 
Room JW327B, State Capitol 

HB 1230 
1/23/2023 

Relating to invalid signatures on an initiated petition; and to provide a penalty 

Chairman Klemin opened the meeting on HB 1230 at 11:33 AM.  

Members present: Chairman Klemin, Vice Chairman Karls, Rep. Bahl, Rep. Christensen, 
Rep. Cory, Rep. Henderson, Rep. S. Olson, Rep. Rios, Rep. S. Roers Jones, Rep. Satrom, 
Rep. Schneider, Rep. VanWinkle, Rep. Vetter 

Discussion Topics: 
• Amendment
• Chairman responsibilities
• Ballot requirements

Rep. Vetter moved to amendment 23.0349.01003.  Testimony #15530 
Seconded by Rep. Satrom 

Chairman Klemin:  Decided not to accept this motion now. 

Committee Discussion 

Meeting closed at 11:50 AM 

Delores Shimek, Committee Clerk 



2023 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Judiciary Committee 
Room JW327B, State Capitol 

HB 1230 
2/6/2023 

  
 

Relating to invalid signatures on an initiated petition; and to provide a penalty 
 
Chairman Klemin opened the meeting on HB 1230 at 2:56 PM.  Members present: 
Chairman Klemin,  Vice Chairman Karls, Rep. Bahl, Rep. Christensen, Rep. Cory, Rep. 
Henderson, Rep. S. Olson, Rep. Rios, Rep. S. Roers Jones, Rep. Satrom, Rep. Schneider, 
Rep. VanWinkle, Rep. Vetter 
 
 
Discussion Topics: 

• Proposed amendment. 
• Corrupt business practice. 

 
Rep. Vetter moved to amendment 23.0349.01004.  Testimony #27125 
Seconded by Rep. Satrom 
 

Representatives Vote 
Representative Lawrence R. Klemin Y 
Representative Karen Karls Y 
Representative Landon Bahl Y 
Representative Cole Christensen Y 
Representative Claire Cory Y 
Representative Donna Henderson Y 
Representative SuAnn Olson N 
Representative Nico Rios Y 
Representative Shannon Roers Jones Y 
Representative Bernie Satrom Y 
Representative Mary Schneider Y 
Representative Lori VanWinkle Y 
Representative Steve Vetter Y 

 
Roll call vote:     12 Yes   1   No   0   Absent 
 
Rep. Vetter moved to further amend Page 2, Line 3 take out the word a delete line 4 and 
delete the word or on line 5. Line 7 adding have willfully collected invalid signatures. 
 
Seconded by Rep. Satrom 
 

Representatives Vote 
Representative Lawrence R. Klemin Y 
Representative Karen Karls Y 
Representative Landon Bahl Y 
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Representative Cole Christensen Y 
Representative Claire Cory Y 
Representative Donna Henderson Y 
Representative SuAnn Olson Y 
Representative Nico Rios Y 
Representative Shannon Roers Jones Y 
Representative Bernie Satrom Y 
Representative Mary Schneider Y 
Representative Lori VanWinkle Y 
Representative Steve Vetter Y 

 Roll call vote:   13   Yes   0   No   0   Absent 
 Motion carried. 
 
Rep. Karls moved a Do Pass as Amended.   
Seconded by Rep. Vetter 
 

Representatives Vote 
Representative Lawrence R. Klemin Y 
Representative Karen Karls Y 
Representative Landon Bahl N 
Representative Cole Christensen N 
Representative Claire Cory Y 
Representative Donna Henderson N 
Representative SuAnn Olson N 
Representative Nico Rios N 
Representative Shannon Roers Jones N 
Representative Bernie Satrom A 
Representative Mary Schneider Y 
Representative Lori VanWinkle N 
Representative Steve Vetter Y 

  Roll call vote:  5   No   7  Yes   1  Absent 
  Motion Failed 
 
Rep. Henderson moved a Do Not Pass as Amended. 
Seconded by Rep. VanWinkle 
 
 

Representatives Vote 
Representative Lawrence R. Klemin N 
Representative Karen Karls N 
Representative Landon Bahl Y 
Representative Cole Christensen Y 
Representative Claire Cory N 
Representative Donna Henderson Y 
Representative SuAnn Olson Y 
Representative Nico Rios Y 
Representative Shannon Roers Jones Y 
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Representative Bernie Satrom A 
Representative Mary Schneider N 
Representative Lori VanWinkle Y 
Representative Steve Vetter N 

Roll Call Vote:   7 Yes   5   No   1   Absent.  
Motion carried 
 
Carrier:  Rep. Christensen 
 
Meeting closed at 3:47 PM 
 
Reconsidered 2/07/2023 
 
Delores Shimek, Committee Clerk 
 



2023 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Judiciary Committee 
Room JW327B, State Capitol 

HB 1230  
2/7/2023 

  
 

Relating to invalid signatures on an initiated petition; and to provide a penalty. 
 
Chairman Klemin opened the hearing on HB 1230 at 10:10 AM.  Members present: 
Chairman Klemin, Vice Chairman Karls, Rep. Bahl, Rep. Christensen, Rep. Henderson, 
Rep. S. Olson, Rep. Rios, Rep. S. Roers Jones, Rep. Satrom, Rep. Schneider, Rep. 
VanWinkle, Rep. Vetter; Absent Rep. Cory 
 
 
Discussion Topics: 

• Reconsidation 
• Problems with the bill. 
• Amendment requested. 
• Different section of code. 

 
Rep. Satrom moved to reconsider  
Seconded by Rep. Vetter 

Representatives Vote 
Representative Lawrence R. Klemin Y 
Representative Karen Karls Y 
Representative Landon Bahl N 
Representative Cole Christensen N 
Representative Claire Cory A 
Representative Donna Henderson N 
Representative SuAnn Olson Y 
Representative Nico Rios N 
Representative Shannon Roers Jones Y 
Representative Bernie Satrom Y 
Representative Mary Schneider Y 
Representative Lori VanWinkle N 
Representative Steve Vetter Y 

 Roll Call Vote:    7   Yes     5   No   1   Absent 
 
Meeting closed at 10:19 AM. 
 
Delores Shimek, Committee Clerk 
 



2023 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Judiciary Committee 
Room JW327B, State Capitol 

HB 1230 
2/8/2023 

  
 

Relating to invalid signatures on an initiated petition; and to provide a penalty. 
 
3:19 PM Chairman Klemin opened the hearing.  Members present: Chairman Klemin, Vice 
Chairman Karls, Rep. Bahl, Rep. Christensen, Rep. Henderson, Rep. S. Olson, Rep. Rios, 
Rep. S. Roers Jones, Rep. Satrom, Rep. Schneider, Rep. VanWinkle, and Rep. Vetter. 
Absent:  Rep. Cory 
 
Discussion Topics: 

• Amendment 
• Hog house. 
• Under election offices in the law. 

 
Rep. Vetter:  Presented amendment:  Testimony #20012 
 
Rep. Vetter moved the amendment 23.0349.01006  
Seconded by Rep. Satrom 
 
Roll call vote: 
 

Representatives Vote 
Representative Lawrence R. Klemin Y 
Representative Karen Karls Y 
Representative Landon Bahl Y 
Representative Cole Christensen Y 
Representative Claire Cory A 
Representative Donna Henderson Y 
Representative SuAnn Olson Y 
Representative Nico Rios Y 
Representative Shannon Roers Jones Y 
Representative Bernie Satrom Y 
Representative Mary Schneider Y 
Representative Lori VanWinkle Y 
Representative Steve Vetter Y 

 Roll call vote:  12   Yes 0  No  1  Absent 
 Motion carried. 
 
 
Rep. VanWinkle moved a Do Not Pass as Amended; 
Seconded by Rep. Henderson 
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Roll call vote: 
 

Representatives Vote 
Representative Lawrence R. Klemin N 
Representative Karen Karls N 
Representative Landon Bahl Y 
Representative Cole Christensen Y 
Representative Claire Cory A 
Representative Donna Henderson Y 
Representative SuAnn Olson Y 
Representative Nico Rios Y 
Representative Shannon Roers Jones N 
Representative Bernie Satrom Y 
Representative Mary Schneider N 
Representative Lori VanWinkle Y 
Representative Steve Vetter N 

 Roll Call Vote   7   Yes    5   No   1 Absent:  
Motion carried 
 
Carrier:  Rep. Christensen 
 
Meeting closed at 3:25 PM 
 
Delores Shimek, Committee Clerk 
 



23.0349.01006 
Title.03000 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Representative Vetter 

February 8, 2023 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 1230 

Page 1, line 1, after "A Bl LL" replace the remainder of the bill with "for an Act to amend and 
reenact section 16.1-01-12 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to invalid 
signatures on an initiated petition; and to provide a penalty. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-01-12 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

16.1-01-12. Election offenses - Penalty. 

1. It is unlawful for an individual, measure committee as described in section 
16.1-08.1-01, or other organization to: 

a. Fraudulently alter another individual's ballot, substitute one ballot for 
another, or otherwise defraud a voter of that voter's vote. 

b. Obstruct a qualified elector on the way to a polling place. 

c. Vote more than once in any election. 

d. Knowingly vote in the wrong election precinct or district. 

e. Disobey the lawful command of an election officer as defined in 
chapter 16.1-05. 

f. Knowingly exclude a qualified elector from voting or knowingly allow 
an unqualified individual to vote. 

g. Knowingly vote when not qualified to do so. 

h. Sign an initiative, referendum, recall, or any other election petition 
when not qualified to do so. 

i. Circulate an initiative, referendum, recall, or any other election petition 
not in its entirety or when unqualified to do so. 

j . Pay or offer to pay any individual, measure committee, or other 
organization, or receive payment or agree to receive payment, on a 
basis related to the number of signatures obtained for circulating an 
initiative, referendum, or recall petition. This subsection does not 
prohibit the payment of salary and expenses for circulation of the 
petition on a basis not related to the number of signatures obtained, 
as long as the circulators file the intent to remunerate before 
submitting the petitions and, in the case of initiative and referendum 
petitions, fully disclose all contributions received pursuant to chapter 
16.1-08.1 to the secretary of state upon submission of the petitions. 
The disclosure of contributions received under this section does not 
affect the requirement to file a pre-election report by individuals or 
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organizations soliciting or accepting contributions for the purpose of ~~ 
aiding or opposing the circulation or passage of a statewide initiative 
or referendum petition or measure placed upon a statewide ballot by 
action of the legislative assembly under chapter 16.1-08.1. Any 
signature obtained in violation of this subdivision is void and may not 
be counted. 

k. Willfully fail to perform any duty of an election officer after having 
accepted the responsibility of being an election officer by taking the 
oath as prescribed in this title. 

I. Willfully violate any rule adopted by the secretary of state pursuant to 
this title. 

m. Willfully make any false canvass of votes, or make, sign, publish, or 
deliver any false return of an election, knowing the canvass or return 
to be false; or willfully deface, destroy, or conceal any statement or 
certificate entrusted to the individual's or organization's care. 

n. Destroy ballots, ballot boxes, election lists, or other election supplies 
except as provided by law, or negatively impact the confidentiality, 
integrity, or availability of any system used for voting. 

o. Sign a name other than that individual's own name to an initiative, 
referendum, recall, or any other election petition. 

Q.,. Willfully submit an initiative or referendum petition that contains invalid 
signatures totaling thirty percent or more of the total number of 
signatures on the petition for a measure that ultimately is placed on 
the ballot. 

2. a. A violation of subdivisions b, e, f, or h through I of subsection 1 is a 
class A misdemeanor. 

b. A violation of subdivisions a, c, d, g, or m of subsection 1 is a class C 
felony. 

c. A violation of subdivision n of subsection 1 is a class C felony. 

d. A violation of subdivision o of subsection 1 is a class A misdemeanor if 
an individual signs one or two names other than the individual's own 
name to a petition and is a class C felony if an individual signs more 
than two names other than the individual's own name to a petition. 

e. An organization, as defined in section 12.1-03-04, that violates this 
section is subject to the organizational fines in section 12.1-32-01 .1. 
The court in which the conviction is entered shall notify the secretary 
of state of the conviction and shall order the secretary of state to 
revoke the certificate of authority of any convicted organization or 
limited liability company. The organization may not reapply to the 
secretary of state for authorization to do business under any name for 
one year upon conviction of a class A misdemeanor and for five years 
upon conviction of a class C felony under this section, except an 
organization operating a signature gathering business, or similar 
enterprise, that violates subdivision p of subsection 1, and is convicted 
of fraud. is subject to a class A misdemeanor and may not reapply to 
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the secretary of state for authorization to do business under any name 
for five years following the entry of judgment. ~°' 

(h'd'?; 
1v 

f. A violation of subdivision p of subsection 1 by the chairman of a 
measure committee. including an initiative or referendum sponsoring 
committee or an agent acting on behalf of. or in conjunction with a 
measure committee for the purpose of collecting signatures for a 
petition under this chapter is subject to a fine of two dollars for each 
signature deemed invalid by the secretary of state. 

An individual who is a member of an organization may be convicted of 
a violation as an accomplice under section 12.1-03-01. 

3. Every act this chapter makes criminal when committed with reference to 
the election of a candidate is equally criminal when committed with 
reference to the determination of a question submitted to qualified electors 
to be decided by votes cast at an election." 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. ¾ 
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Com Standing Committee Report Module ID: h_stcomrep_02_110
February 9, 2023 11:48AM  Carrier: Christensen 

Insert LC: 23.0349.01006 Title: 03000

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
HB 1230: Judiciary Committee (Rep. Klemin, Chairman) recommends  AMENDMENTS 

AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends  DO NOT PASS (7 YEAS, 5 
NAYS, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1230 was placed on the Sixth order on 
the calendar. 

Page 1, line 1, after "A BILL" replace the remainder of the bill with "for an Act to amend and 
reenact section 16.1-01-12 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to invalid 
signatures on an initiated petition; and to provide a penalty.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-01-12 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-01-12. Election offenses - Penalty.

1. It is unlawful for an individual, measure committee as described in 
section 16.1-08.1-01, or other organization to:

a. Fraudulently alter another individual's ballot, substitute one ballot for 
another, or otherwise defraud a voter of that voter's vote.

b. Obstruct a qualified elector on the way to a polling place.

c. Vote more than once in any election.

d. Knowingly vote in the wrong election precinct or district.

e. Disobey the lawful command of an election officer as defined in 
chapter 16.1-05.

f. Knowingly exclude a qualified elector from voting or knowingly allow 
an unqualified individual to vote.

g. Knowingly vote when not qualified to do so.

h. Sign an initiative, referendum, recall, or any other election petition 
when not qualified to do so.

i. Circulate an initiative, referendum, recall, or any other election 
petition not in its entirety or when unqualified to do so.

j. Pay or offer to pay any individual, measure committee, or other 
organization, or receive payment or agree to receive payment, on a 
basis related to the number of signatures obtained for circulating an 
initiative, referendum, or recall petition. This subsection does not 
prohibit the payment of salary and expenses for circulation of the 
petition on a basis not related to the number of signatures obtained, 
as long as the circulators file the intent to remunerate before 
submitting the petitions and, in the case of initiative and referendum 
petitions, fully disclose all contributions received pursuant to chapter 
16.1-08.1 to the secretary of state upon submission of the petitions. 
The disclosure of contributions received under this section does not 
affect the requirement to file a pre-election report by individuals or 
organizations soliciting or accepting contributions for the purpose of 
aiding or opposing the circulation or passage of a statewide initiative 
or referendum petition or measure placed upon a statewide ballot by 
action of the legislative assembly under chapter 16.1-08.1. Any 
signature obtained in violation of this subdivision is void and may not 
be counted.

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 1 h_stcomrep_02_110
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k. Willfully fail to perform any duty of an election officer after having 
accepted the responsibility of being an election officer by taking the 
oath as prescribed in this title.

l. Willfully violate any rule adopted by the secretary of state pursuant to 
this title.

m. Willfully make any false canvass of votes, or make, sign, publish, or 
deliver any false return of an election, knowing the canvass or return 
to be false; or willfully deface, destroy, or conceal any statement or 
certificate entrusted to the individual's or organization's care.

n. Destroy ballots, ballot boxes, election lists, or other election supplies 
except as provided by law, or negatively impact the confidentiality, 
integrity, or availability of any system used for voting.

o. Sign a name other than that individual's own name to an initiative, 
referendum, recall, or any other election petition.

p. Willfully submit an initiative or referendum petition that contains 
invalid signatures totaling thirty percent or more of the total number 
of signatures on the petition for a measure that ultimately is placed 
on the ballot.

2. a. A violation of subdivisions b, e, f, or h through l of subsection 1 is a 
class A misdemeanor.

b. A violation of subdivisions a, c, d, g, or m of subsection 1 is a class C 
felony.

c. A violation of subdivision n of subsection 1 is a class C felony.

d. A violation of subdivision o of subsection 1 is a class A misdemeanor 
if an individual signs one or two names other than the individual's 
own name to a petition and is a class C felony if an individual signs 
more than two names other than the individual's own name to a 
petition.

e. An organization, as defined in section 12.1-03-04, that violates this 
section is subject to the organizational fines in section 12.1-32-01.1. 
The court in which the conviction is entered shall notify the secretary 
of state of the conviction and shall order the secretary of state to 
revoke the certificate of authority of any convicted organization or 
limited liability company. The organization may not reapply to the 
secretary of state for authorization to do business under any name 
for one year upon conviction of a class A misdemeanor and for five 
years upon conviction of a class C felony under this section, except 
an organization operating a signature gathering business, or similar 
enterprise, that violates subdivision     p of subsection     1, and is   
convicted of fraud, is subject to a class A misdemeanor and may not 
reapply to the secretary of state for authorization to do business 
under any name for five years following the entry of judgment.

f. A violation of subdivision     p of subsection     1 by the chairman of a   
measure committee, including an initiative or referendum sponsoring 
committee or an agent acting on behalf of, or in conjunction with a 
measure committee for the purpose of collecting signatures for a 
petition under this chapter is subject to a fine of two dollars for each 
signature deemed invalid by the secretary of state.

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 2 h_stcomrep_02_110
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g. An individual who is a member of an organization may be convicted 
of a violation as an accomplice under section 12.1-03-01.

3. Every act this chapter makes criminal when committed with reference to 
the election of a candidate is equally criminal when committed with 
reference to the determination of a question submitted to qualified 
electors to be decided by votes cast at an election." 

Renumber accordingly

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 3 h_stcomrep_02_110
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2023 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

State and Local Government Committee 
Room JW216, State Capitol 

HB 1230 
3/17/2023 

Relating to invalid signatures on an initiated petition; provide a penalty. 

10:05 AM Chair Roers opened the hearing. Present: Chair Roers, Vice Chair Barta, Sen 
Cleary, Sen Estenson, Sen J Lee, and Sen Braunberger.  

Discussion Topics: 
• Term limit measure
• Fraud activity
• Initiated sponsors
• $1000 fine
• Signature irregularities

Rep Nathe, Dist 30, bill sponsor testified in support #25701.

Michael Howe, Secretary of State testified neutral with no written testimony. 

Lee Ann Oliver, Sec State Office provided information. 

Charles Tuttle, Minot, ND testified opposed with no written testimony. 

Additional written testimony:  
Mitchell Sanderson, Park River opposed #25390. 
K. Roers #26040

10:28 AM Chair Roers closed the hearing. 

Pam Dever, Committee Clerk 



2023 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

State and Local Government Committee 
Room JW216, State Capitol 

HB 1230 
3/24/2023 

Relating to invalid signatures on an initiated petition; provide a penalty. 

3:13 PM Chair Roers opened committee work. Present: Chair Roers, Vice Chair Barta, Sen 
Cleary, Sen Estenson, Sen J Lee, and Sen Braunberger.  

Discussion Topics: 
• Amendment
• Signatures

Chair Roers went over amendments #25701 and provided information. 

3:23 PM Chair Roers adjourned the meeting. 

Pam Dever, Committee Clerk 



2023 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

State and Local Government Committee 
Room JW216, State Capitol 

HB 1230 
3/31/2023 

 
Relating to invalid signatures on an initiated petition; provide a penalty. 

 
10:07 AM Vice Chair Barta opened committee work. Present: Vice Chair Barta, Sen Cleary, 
Sen Estenson, Sen J Lee, and Sen Braunberger. Sen Roers was absent. 
 
Discussion Topics: 

• Maximum penalty 
• Class C felony  
• Committee action 

 
Sen Lee read an email from Chris Joseph, Legislative Council, #27228. 
 
Sen Braunberger moved amendment 23.0349.03001 #25701 and added ‘no fine’ on line 2.  
Sen Lee seconded the motion. 
 

Senators Vote 
Senator Kristin Roers AB 
Senator Jeff Barta Y 
Senator Ryan Braunberger Y 
Senator Sean Cleary Y 
Senator Judy Estenson Y 
Senator Judy Lee Y 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  YES – 5  NO – 0  Absent – 1  Motion PASSED 
 
Sen Estenson moved a DO NOT PASS as Amended.   FAILED due to no second. 
Sen Cleary moved a DO PASS as Amended.  Sen Braunberger seconded. 
 

Senators Vote 
Senator Kristin Roers AB  
Senator Jeff Barta Y 
Senator Ryan Braunberger Y 
Senator Sean Cleary Y 
Senator Judy Estenson N 
Senator Judy Lee N 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  YES- 3  NO – 2  Absent – 1     Motion PASSED. 
      Sen Braunberger will carry the bill. 

 
10:31 AM Vice Chair Barta adjourned the meeting.  
Pam Dever, Committee Clerk 
 
NOTE: This bill was brought back to the committee on April 6, 2023 for corrections. 



2023 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

State and Local Government Committee 
Room JW216, State Capitol 

HB 1230 
4/6/2023 

 
 

Relating to invalid signatures on an initiated petition; provide a penalty. 
 
9:30 AM Chair Roers opened committee work. Present: Chair Roers, Vice Chair Barta, Sen 
Cleary, Sen Estenson, Sen J Lee, and Sen Braunberger.  
 
Discussion Topics: 

• Invalid 
• Fraudulent 
• Legal verbiage 
• Bill review 

 
9:30 AM Senator Roers brought forth proposed amendment. #27333 
 
9:32 AM Sen Lee moved to reconsider previous committee action on HB 1230.    
9:33 AM Sen Barta seconded the motion. 
 

Senators Vote 
Senator Kristin Roers Y 
Senator Jeff Barta Y 
Senator Ryan Braunberger Y 
Senator Sean Cleary Y 
Senator Judy Estenson Y 
Senator Judy Lee Y 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YES – 6 NO – 0 Absent – 0      Motion PASSED 
 
9:33 AM Committee discussed. 
 
9:46 AM Chair Roers recessed the meeting. 
9:54 AM Chair Roers called the meeting back to order. 
 

      9:53 AM Dustin Richard, Legislative Council, legal, provided information. #27333 
 

10:04 AM Chris Joseph, Legislative Council, legal, further explained possible amendment 
change. 

 
10:09 PM Chair Roers adjourned the meeting. 
 
 
Pam Dever, Committee Clerk 



2023 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

State and Local Government Committee 
Room JW216, State Capitol 

HB 1230 
4/6/2023 

 
 

Relating to invalid signature on an initiated petition; provide a penalty. 
 
11:49 AM Chair Roers opened committee work. Present: Chair Roers, Vice Chair Barta, 
Sen Cleary, Sen Estenson, Sen J Lee, and Sen Braunberger.  
 
Discussion Topics: 

• Committee action 
 
Sen Cleary moved amendment 23.0349.03003 #27379 and further amend not to exceed 
$3000 penalty.     
 
Sen Braunberger seconded. 
 

Senators Vote 
Senator Kristin Roers Y 
Senator Jeff Barta Y 
Senator Ryan Braunberger Y 
Senator Sean Cleary Y 
Senator Judy Estenson Y 
Senator Judy Lee Y 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YES – 6  NO – 0  Absent – 0          Motion PASSED 
 
Sen Cleary moved a DO PASS as Amended.   Sen Barta seconded the motion. 
 

Senators Vote 
Senator Kristin Roers Y 
Senator Jeff Barta Y 
Senator Ryan Braunberger Y 
Senator Sean Cleary Y 
Senator Judy Estenson Y 
Senator Judy Lee Y 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YES – 6  NO – 0  Absent – 0            Motion PASSED 
 

Sen Cleary will carry the bill. 
 
12:01 PM Chair Roers adjourned the meeting. 
 
Pam Dever, Committee Clerk 
 



23.0349.03004 
Title.05000 

Adopted by the Senate State and Local 
Government Committee 

April 6, 2023 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL NO. 1230 

Page 1, line 2, replace "invalid" with "fraudulent" 

Page 2, line 26, replace "invalid" with "one or more fraudulent" 

Page 2, remove line 27 

Page 2, line 28, remove "a measure that ultimately is placed on the ballot" 

Page 3, line 18, replace "the chairman" with "any member" 

Page 3, line 22, replace "fine" with "civil penalty" 

Page 3, line 22, replace "two dollars for each signature deemed invalid by the secretary of 
state" with "not more than three thousand dollars. The civil penalty may be recovered in 
an action brought in the district court of Burleigh County by the attorney general" 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 23.0349.03004 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
HB  1230,  as  engrossed:  State  and  Local  Government  Committee  (Sen.  K.  Roers, 

Chairman) recommends  AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, 
recommends  DO  PASS (6  YEAS,  0  NAYS,  0  ABSENT  AND  NOT  VOTING). 
Engrossed HB 1230 was placed on the Sixth order on the calendar. This bill does 
not affect workforce development. 

Page 1, line 2, replace "invalid" with "fraudulent"

Page 2, line 26, replace "invalid" with "one or more fraudulent"

Page 2, remove line 27

Page 2, line 28, remove "a measure that ultimately is placed on the ballot"

Page 3, line 18, replace "the chairman" with "any member"

Page 3, line 22, replace "fine" with "civil penalty"

Page 3, line 22, replace "two dollars for each signature deemed invalid by the secretary of 
state" with "not more than three thousand dollars. The civil penalty may be recovered 
in an action brought in the district court of Burleigh County by the attorney general" 

Renumber accordingly

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 1 s_stcomrep_61_002



TESTIMONY 
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 MICHAEL C. HOWE 
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REPRESENTATIVE LAWRENCE KLEMIN, CHAIRMAN 

TESTIMONY PRESENTED BY   

MICHAEL HOWE, SECRETARY OF STATE 
 

The Office of Secretary of State respectfully submits neutral written testimony on HB 1230. This bill 
seeks to create fines for measure committees and committee members who willfully submit invalid 
petitions. 

This office believes that anyone who seeks to falsify petitions should be prosecuted to the fullest extent 
of the law, however, our role is simply to administer the process related to petitions and the subsequent 
placement of approved measures onto the ballot. Any penalties or fines associated with falsification are 
at the discretion of the legislature and those who would pursue legal action for such activities.  

The language of this bill does not change our administration process.  

 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1230  
JANUARY 16, 2023 
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23.0349.01001 
Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Representative Nathe 

January 12, 2023 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 1230 

Page 1, line 22, after the second "committee" insert", or an entity or employee of an entity, 
acting on behalf of or in conjunction with a measure committee for the purpose of 
collecting signatures for a petition under this chapter," 

Page 2, after line 2 insert: 

"4. Any member of a measure committee, including an initiative or 
referendum sponsoring committee, or an entity or employees of an entity. 
acting on behalf of or in conjunction with a measure committee for the 
purpose of collecting signatures for a petition under this chapter, may be 
held liable for civil damages associated with collecting invalid signatures 
and submitting an insufficient petition." 

Renumber accordingly 
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23.0349.01003 
Title . 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Representative Vetter 

January 20, 2023 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 1230 

Page 1, line 17, remove ".any" 

Page 1, line 18, replace "member" with "the chairman" 

Page 1, line 19, remove "invalid" 

Page 1, line 20, after "petition" insert "having invalid signatures totaling thirty percent or more of 
the total number of signatures on the petition for a measure which ultimately is placed 
on the ballot" 

Page 1, line 20, replace "not less than one thousand dollars" with "up to twenty-five thousand 
dollars" 

Page 1, line 22, replace "t.hfil" with ", or an agent acting on behalf of or in con junction with a 
measure committee for the purpose of collecting signatures for a petition under this 
chapter, which" 

Page 1, line 23, remove "invalid" 

Page 1, line 23, after the underscored comma insert "having invalid signatures totaling thirty 
percent or more of the total number of signatures on the petition for a measure which 
ultimately is placed on the ballot," 

Page 1, line 24, after "conducting" insert "signature gathering" 

Renumber accordingly 
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23.0349.01006 

Sixty-eighth 
Legislative Assembly 
of North Dakota 

Introduced by 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1230 

Representatives Nathe, Bosch, Boschee, Dockter, Hagert, Heinert, Lefor, Stemen 

Senators Hogue. Meyer, Patten 

1 A BILL ror an Aot to amend and reonaot seotion 16.1 01 10 ofthe North Dakota Century Godc-;-
2 relating to invalid signatures on an initiated petition; and to provide a penalty.for an Act to 
3 amend and reenact section 16, 1::.Q.1:1.Z_Qt_t.M Nort~entury Code, relating to invalid 
4 fil9llitlures on an initi~angjQ_Q.[QYide a penalty. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

6 SECTION 1. AME-NBMENT. Seotion 16.1 01 10 of the ~Jorth Dakota Century Gode is 
7 amended and reenacted as follows: 

8 16.1 91 19. Se&retary of state to pass upoA suffi&ieA&y of petitioAs Method Time 
9 limit PeAalty. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

.L The seoretary of state shall have a reasoflable period, not to e:><oeed thirty five days, in 
which to pass upon the suffi€iefloy of any petition mentioned in seotion 16.1 01 09. 
The secretary of state shall conduot a representative random sampling of the 
signatures contained in the petitions by the use of questionnaires, posteards, 
telephone eolls, personal interviews, or other aoeepted information gathering 
techniques, or any oombinations thereof, to determine the validity of the signatures. 
Signatures determined by the seoretary of state to be invalid may not be oountod ane­
atl-violations of la1h' disoovered by the secretary of state must be reported to the 
attorney general for prosecution. 

2.: IA addition to tt,e penalties presoribed in subseotion 2 of seolion 16.1 01 12, oAy 
member of a measure oommittee. including an in~jatiye or referendum sponsoring 
oommittee, who is fouod to have willfully submitted aR invalid iRitiati ... o or referendum 
petitioR js subject to a fine of Rot less than ORO thousaAd dollars. 

a. In additioo to the penalties prescribed in subsection 2 of seolion 16.1 01 12. a 
measure COfflIDittee, jnoluding aR initiative or referendum sponsoring committee that is 
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Sixty-eighth 
Legislative Assembly 

1 found to have willfully submitted an invalid initiative or referenduffi potjtion, is subjeot 

2 to a fine of not less than ten thousand dollars and is banned froEB oond1,1eting business 

3 in North Dakota for five years following the entry of judgA-1ent for the offense under 

4 scetion 10.1 01 12. 

5 s·ee;r,10.N .1.. AMENli>:l'vlENJ'. Se.cti0.a 1\6 .. 1-01-t2 0ftlile ISl.011tlil Dakota Cemt1:111y~Code is . 

6 ememde.d amd. re.ona"Gted as -follows·: 

7 1.s .. 1 .. 011-1:2. Electi,on offens~s -•Pena-lt,y. 

8 1. It is ur:ilawf1,.1I for arn -imdlv.idl!Jal, measarn c0r,mrnittee as des_cnilire.G im seoti<llil 

9 116.1,·08 .. 1-0.'1, or 0tlil.e.r 0r:gamizati0m, t0: 

10 a. Fra1:url1:1lerntly alte.r am0tliler'im11f-i}Jic,j,l!lal/s, ball0.t, !:il!lbstitu,te.()lra·e:.l:ilalltJt fq~,a!ll;~,m.er. ;(!>T 

11 0tli1erwise defrlaoc,j a voter 0'f"that v0:ter's v0te . 

ti.. Ob.str,oGt a q1:1alifie.d -eleGt0r ·0.r,1 tliie w.al:J to a p0llimg p>laG.e. 

c. \10.te 1n0r,e tlil'81il 01iloe ira ara¥ eJe:cti0.n . 

€1. K1:10wingLy v.0te irn tlile w110Ag electi0m fi!liOGirac:t-0.niistr.ic.t. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

e.. Disobey the Jaw.fuli.e01ii:11nand of aa ele:Gtior,i 0ftk;er as l:l~fimed ia cma~er 1'6.1--0.5. 1 

f. ~ra0wim§l,y excll!lde a q,1:1alifie:d e1e·ct0riri0lilil v0.timg.0r ·kr:i0.w.irrgl¥ a110w ara 

l!llilq_l!lalifielli. ir:1.c:fo.1.idl!JaJ<t0 y,0:te. 

g . Km;i;wim@1¥ vo.te w,tien liH>t•~.l!lalified.tQ do ~0. 

Iii. S1ga.alil ililitiaHv.e., r.efer.em<ill!lliTl , r.ecall, or any otmer--eie:cti0n· p>.etitiorn wliler.i 1:r01 

ql!Jalified ,te €1.0 s0. 

i. Cirrculate aA initiativ.e, ~efer,endl!llil'il, Fe.call, er amy atl;i,er ete•cti0.m l!)e.titiorn_ ra:ot im its 

entir.et.y or w.heA 1:mqualifie<il t0 do sm .. 

j. Pa¥ or 0ffeFt0 p>a¥--ar-ty·ira•dill7idl!lal, liTileas·l!Jne G0rmr:mittee, 01uotl1l;er 0tg-aralzati0r.1, 0'r 

re,ce.iv.e; payflilerat er ag-r.ee t0 r:e:ceht.e Ji>ay,l'iTilemt, 0rn a t>asis r.elate('j to·&lil.e li]'.l!Uililh>e~ 

.. 

0f signatu~es obtained for cir:culatiA@ am initiati:lze., nefer,en·0ur:m,-0r recall, p>e.fitie-m. 

Tlilis snbse.ctiom. d·0.es A'©t )Dr.ohit:llt0the pa,ymerat ofsalarty ar,ili.1 e:><pens·es fer 

eirct1lati0A,.0Ulil:e Ji)B.titiom 0m a bas-is limt nelate<il t0ttae mirnr.it>:er of si@lilatl!lr,~s 

oll>tained, as Ion@ as·tlile cir:cl!llators file ttle .i"1.tenrt0 r.er,rauJiler.ate ll>,e.f.0r,e:s,l!lbl)lilittira•g1 

the p.etitiorns and, irn the case 0f'iAitiafiv.e alilG refell.end.t11'iT:l .p:etiti0r.1s, full~ discl0:s·e 

all e0ntr.il!>uti0.ms Fet:·eLve.d p>l!Jrsi:ramt t0 emap>.ter 1'6.1--08,.1 to tme s·e·cr.etar-y of s.tate 

l!lpon su.l!lr:missien of tlil.e Jil~titi0:rn9. "Jihe C!lis0l0.sane 0f e0:rilt~i1Dl!iti0rirs re.c.e.ive.cd uralll.er , 
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Sixty-eighth 
Legislative Assembly 

t, 

..., 

k. 

tlilis s·e•<ct:i0n do.e.s r:i@t affe<ilt tb:e r.eq:ciinem.e.Flt,tt!l file a fi)te-e1ecti0A r.efi)olit'by 
~ 

ir.rdiv.ia.uals 0r orgarni~ati0ras s0lio'iUr,rg 0r acGe:ptirng Ge.ratnibuti0ras fartlile J!)ucp.0.s:e m:n 

aidir.ig 0r011l'Jil:0Siffg•th'e circt'llati0rn 0r J!)assage o:t a statewide imit'iafoze or 

r,efer,em1ll:1m fi)e.titiot1 0rrne,as.l!lr.e ,J!l.la-Ged tl(i)Glil a statewitil,e lil.alle.U:::,y a'Gti0m,0.tt·be 

le@',islati;v.e assernlilly l!llila·er clilaJ:)ter 1i6.1,-08 .. 1. Any sigm"att:rne ebtaiF.t.ed irn v.ialatl0n 

0Mlilis sutldi:v,isiom is \/0.i<il ara.d liFra¥-ra0t b,e eo:l!lmted,. 
. . 

Willfl!llly fail't0 -J!)e.lif0flit1 arn,y. <ill".11•¥ of l;lt1.ele:0ti0m 0ffk;er after'l:1awimg acc.efi)te.d tlile 

.reslf).0msibility 0f tile'ilil!!J ara e.le,ctiora 0ffic.er by ta~irn!!J tlinM!l.ath.as pr.escliil!>e<ll~in ~lilis 

title. 

I. Willf.lillly 'ilralate an;y r.ule ad:0;Jl)te·a b1/ tlil.e se:cnetar,y, 0.f state Jfl.l!rnsuamt .t0•t.fnis title .. 

m. Willfully Ailake aray false <i:ar,wass atv0.te·s. or r,make, sign, p110lisrn, or <ile'li;ller any 

fals.e r.eturm 0f-arn electiorn., knowjmg tlil~ can)l.ass 0netl!lfllil 10 be. fals.e.; .0rwillfl!llly 

deface, d.estwy, orcoAc.eal any st,atement 0r Getiliflcate entrimsted t0'tme 

irndi.v.ifl.ualls 0r 0t!1Jat1izatiC1Jlil's care. 

n. Oestfo:y ballots, ball01 00xes, ele:Gt:i0ra lists, 0r o.tlil.er ele-cti0_rn S'Uplfllies exCeJi)t as 

f:lf;©Xt.ided ID¥ law, <n rn·e·gati\te.ly ili1i1Ji).a:ct•t,lil.e c0rn1fiaeratiality;•irntegr,iby, 0J a,vai.l?bilit,y 0 

ali1¥ system l!lsed -t0r v,0.tiflg . 

0.. S.igra a nalilile 0tlilerililam .tm:at -i 1110i1✓.iCllual!s o.wr,i· rnalilile w am irnitiati~.e, net,eneAliicu,m, . 

re.cail, er alily otliler electi0rn p.etitl0n. 

---~R· Willfully sut,mit an initk-:illve or referfil1l1Jum PE:lmion tba! gontajAs imyallij sig.rua~ures: 

totaling thirty percent or more of the total number 0f signatures on t!lil petition for . 

runeasure t11 m ulH!'.lli!~S...Rill.Qe_<i.Q11 tt.1e pallet. 

a. A vi0lafi0m 0f s-wb~iv,isi0As b, e, f, 0.r IJ flilrnu§lii-1 of'sl!ltil_se.cti@n 1 is a cll:l,ss A 

A11is.0e1itileam0r. 

b. A -v.io lati@A 0f•sabdi\zisi0os a, c, Cll, g, 0.r m o.f sl!fb:se:ctiorn 1 is a Glass C tel0Ay. 

c. A vi0Jatiom of s.l:lb.Gli~ision n 0J-s.l!lbs:e.oti.0.m 1 is a class G fel01aiy. 

ct. A vi0JatiCi1rn 0f sub0ivisi0n o 0f·su0se.cti<1m 1 is a-cla-ss A r:r.iis.0emean0.r if arn 

il;rdh1i(!h1al signs 0:ne trctw.0 rnar.rne.s 0.tliler:--tlilara tlile imclh:tial!l:al!s ·m~m raacr,;reto a , 

petition anCll is a cla·ss C fel0.m:y if am- inraivi<::h.11al signs rn0ce than tw0 ma!iTies 0tlil:er 1 

tlifara .. the im<i:Hwidl!lal!s 0.w.rn ra·ar.me t0 a J:)·etiti@n. 

Page No. 3 23.0349.01006 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

Sixty-eighth 
Legislative Assembly 

,. . 

"' 

.. 

e. An 0Jgar.rizaN01i1,.as 0:efin;ecl irn s.e.oti0rn 1:2.1,-0I3-04, tlil·at v.i<iJ.late.s-tl;lis"seGtiem~is 

Sl!lli>je:ct"t0 Ure 0cganizat1©1il·aliin.es iA s.e:cti0m 1;2.1-32-0,1.1. 1'.til.e c.0cmt im·wl:liclil tme 

con~iefi0n-is .e.mter.ed sb-a-11 n.0.tif¥ trne s·ecr,.etar,y 0,t state 0.Mrne c0mvictJ0.n ai:u:I slflall· 

0.rder tl:le secretary 0f•state to r.evoke the c--eFtlficate of awtli10r.it¥ 0f.ai:i,y o.OJ:1Micte.0 
. . ·, 1 

0.r@anizat,ic:m 0r lir.mitea.liabilily cor.mf:)any. Tire 0rganizati0n·lil'la1/ ra0t rie-afl}f:)1¥ to tl:1.e 

se,ctetar,y 0J state far auth0r;izat-i0m ta do 1b.l!lsiriress um€1e~ arao/ lilame•f.or ane year · 

apor.i c0.n.victi0R 0f'a class A l'il'illsa:er:meatmr .and for·five yeariS l!lf:)en c.0.A.viCti0n·0f c! 

clas.s· C feJ0Ay l!lnderthis s·ecti01il~@J)..1..rul..Q(gMizill.12n...ower.atir.ig a sig0@ture ; 

@atne1'ing_JllifilDess. or sirnjlaf enter-grjse, that violates s11MJylsi011 p of 

st1bsect1011 1. ar.ittl 1s cgfildcted of fr;aud .• is su0iect to a class/\ misderneanor and 

@~QQ.1..mfillato tl,e secretary of state for rJ!:l.tilQ.E]_z._a.wo t-o do business wneler 

a1J·y name for five ye-ars f0J.)0wigg tl'.e..filtlr:y 0f j~1cl€J£Ilfill:!. 

f. A..Yiolation of subdivlsioA .. P. of Sl,J'bsection.JJ1.yJ~cl1airmi!.D_QUJ.JJl.fillSJ1~e 

committee. jnCll1diAg an initiati~.cre'fereru;LYfll.filmfil.filiJID_c.Q_111JI1iHee or an~ 

agent acting on be~1alf of. or in con junction with a measure co-mmittetlo.I.ib!L 

purpose of collecting sig1,s1tures for a petition under t.Eti.s...91.lli.PJ~ subjectJQ_J,L 

fine of two dollars for eaclJ signature deemed ju valid by the secretarLof state, 

______ g....,._Alil irr<ilhziaual wb0 is a merinli>er 0f an 0:r.ganizati0n tna¥ 0.e colilvictea. 0f a, vi0lati0ra ·• 

3. 

as am a:cc.©1ililpliee um<iler·s.eciilil.lil 1:2J •0.3•(!);1. 

EX(erty acttlilis Ql;raptenmake.s cnimir,ial wlil:efl c0mm1tte,<iJ •witt,i rieference t0. tlile· eJe.0ti0n a:f< 

a camGliCilate is eiquallJ cnirn;iimal wt.ren c01ilillililit.te:<!I with r.efefem.0.e'.to flire Cileterir:mlr,iatiojil' 0f ~ 

a C1.J11e.sti0m s:t!ibrr.iitte,el t0 Gjt1alifie0 eJe0to.rs t0 li>e cife•cia:eCiJ 11>.y votes cast at am ,eJe.cHdra. 
. -
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23.0349.01006 
Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Representative Vetter 

February 7, 2023 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO.1230 

Page 1, line 1, after "A BILL" replace the remainder of the bill with "for an Act to amend and 
reenact section 16.1-01-12 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to invalid 
signatures on an initiated petition; and to provide a penalty. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-01-12 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

16.1-01-12. Election offenses - Penalty. 

1. It is unlawful for an individual, measure committee as described in section 
16.1-08.1 -01, or other organization to: 

a. Fraudulently alter another individual's ballot, substitute one ballot for 
another, or otherwise defraud a voter of that voter's vote. 

b. Obstruct a qualified elector on the way to a polling place. 

c. Vote more than once in any election. 

d. Knowingly vote in the wrong election precinct or district. 

e. Disobey the lawful command of an election officer as defined in 
chapter 16.1-05. 

f. Knowingly exclude a qualified elector from voting or knowingly allow 
an unqualified individual to vote. 

g. Knowingly vote when not qualified to do so. 

h. Sign an initiative, referendum, recall, or any other election petition 
when not qualified to do so. 

i. Circulate an initiative, referendum, recall, or any other election petition 
not in its entirety or when unqualified to do so. 

j. Pay or offer to pay any individual, measure committee, or other 
organization, or receive payment or agree to receive payment, on a 
basis related to the number of signatures obtained for circulating an 
initiative, referendum, or recall petition. This subsection does not 
prohibit the payment of salary and expenses for circulation of the 
petition on a basis not related to the number of signatures obtained, 
as long as the circulators file the intent to remunerate before 
submitting the petitions and, in the case of initiative and referendum 
petitions, fully disclose all contributions received pursuant to chapter 
16.1-08.1 to the secretary of state upon submission of the petitions. 
The disclosure of contributions received under this section does not 
affect the requirement to file a pre-election report by individuals or 
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organizations soliciting or accepting contributions for the purpose of 
aiding or opposing the cfrculation or passage of a statewide initiative 
or referendum petition or measure placed upon a statewide ballot by 
action of the legislative assembly under chapter 16.1-08.1. Any 
signature obtained in violation of this subdivision is void and may not 
be counted. 

k. Willfully fail to perform any duty of an election officer after having 
accepted the responsibility of being an election officer by taking the 
oath as prescribed in this title. 

I. Willfully violate any rule adopted by the secretary of state pursuant to 
this title. 

m. Willfully make any false canvass of votes, or make, sign, publish, or 
deliver any false return of an election, knowing the canvass or return 
to be false; or willfully deface, destroy, or conceal any statement or 
certificate entrusted to the individual's or organization's care. 

n. Destroy ballots, ballot boxes, election lists, or other election supplies 
except as provided by law, or negatively impact the confidentiality, 
integrity, or availability of any system used for voting. 

o. Sign a name other than that individual's own name to an initiative, 
referendum, recall, or any other election petition. 

11. Willfully submit an initiative or referendum petition that contains jnvaHd 
signatures totaling thirty percent or more of the total number of 
signatures on the petition for a measure that ultimately is placed on 
the ballot. 

2. a. A violation of subdivisions b, e, f, or h through I of subsection 1 is a 
class A misdemeanor. 

b. A violation of subdivisions a, c, d, g, or m of subsection 1 is a class C 
felony. 

c. A violation of subdivision n of subsection 1 is a class C felony. 

d. A violation of subdivision o of subsection 1 is a class A misdemeanor if 
an individual signs one or two names other than the individual's own 
name to a petition and is a class C felony if an individual signs more 
than two names other than the individual's own name to a petition. 

e. An organization, as defined in section 12.1-03-04, that violates this 
section is subject to the organizational fines in section 12.1-32-01 .1. 
The court in which the conviction is entered shall notify the secretary 
of state of the conviction and shall order the secretary of state to 
revoke the certificate of authority of any convicted organization or 
limited liability company. The organization may not reapply to the 
secretary of state for authorization to do business under any name for 
one year upon conviction of a class A misdemeanor and for five years 
upon conviction of a class C felony under this section, except an 
organization operating a sjgnature gathering business, or simi!ar 
enterprise, that violates subdivision p of subsection 1. and is convicted 
of fraud, is subject to a class A misdemeanor and may not reapply to 
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the secretary of state for authorization to do business under any name 
for fiye years following the entry of judgment. 

f. A violation of subdiyision p of subsection 1 by the chairman of a 
measure committee. including an initiative or referendum sponsoring 
committee or an agent acting on behalf of, or in conjunction with a 
measure committee for the purpose of collecting signatures for a 
petition under this chapter is subject to a fine of two dollars for each 
signature deemed invalid by the secretary of state . 

a.. An individual who is a member of an organization may be convicted of 
a violation as an accomplice under section 12.1-03-01 . 

3. Every act this chapter makes criminal when committed with reference to 
the election of a candidate is equally criminal when committed with 
reference to the determination of a question submitted to qualified electors 
to be decided by votes cast at an election." 

Renumber accordingly 
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HB 1230 

(Initiatives) 

Leave the Citizens initiative process alone! 

You should be adding wording to this bill to charge those in government who violate the Federal 

Hatch Act and ND Corrupt Practices Act.  

Many in the ND government have violated both of these laws opposing a citizen’s initiative 

which is in violation of Federal and State laws. You cannot even use you title or resources 

to support or oppose an initiative. Looks like we are going to have to file legal action on 

those in government who have violated these laws!!!!! 

You all should be helping the people get involved in the government instead of punishing those 

who do the initiative process because their legislators are failing the people.  

It is Unconstitutional to restrict or hinder the initiative process in any way! This will be 

challenged in court if any restriction or hindering is done in any bill!!!!! 

#25390
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23.0349.03001 

Sixty-eighth 
Legislative Assembly 
of North Dakota 

Introduced by 

FIRST ENGROSSMENT 

ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL NO. 1230 

Representatives Nathe, Bosch, Boschee, Dockter, Hagert, Heinert, Lefor, Stemen 

Senators Hogue, Meyer, Patten 

1 A BILL for an Act to amend and reenact section 16.1-01-12 of the North Dakota Century Code, 

2 relating to invalid signatures on an initiated petition; and to provide a penalty. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

4 SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-01-12 of the North Dakota Century Code is 

5 amended and reenacted as follows: 

6 16.1-01-12. Election offenses - Penalty. 

7 1. It is unlawful for an individual, measure committee as described in section 

8 
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16.1-08.1-01 , or other organization to: 

a. Fraudulently alter another individual's ballot, substitute one ballot for another, or 

otherwise defraud a voter of that voter's vote. 

b. Obstruct a qualified elector on the way to a polling place. 

c. Vote more than once in any election. 

d. Knowingly vote in the wrong election precinct or district. 

e. Disobey the lawful command of an election officer as defined in chapter 16.1-05. 

f. Knowingly exclude a qualified elector from voting or knowingly allow an 

unqualified individual to vote. 

g. Knowingly vote when not qualified to do so. 

h. Sign an initiative, referendum, recall, or any other election petition when not 

qualified to do so. 

i. Circulate an initiative, referendum, recall, or any other election petition not in its 

entirety or when unqualified to do so. 

j . Pay or offer to pay any individual, measure committee, or other organization, or 

receive payment or agree to receive payment, on a basis related to the number 

of signatures obtained for circulating an initiative, referendum, or recall petition. 
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This subsection does not prohibit the payment of salary and expenses for 

circulation of the petition on a basis not related to the number of signatures 

obtained, as long as the circulators file the intent to remunerate before submitting 

the petitions and, in the case of initiative and referendum petitions, fully disclose 

all contributions received pursuant to chapter 16.1-08.1 to the secretary of state 

upon submission of the petitions. The disclosure of contributions received under 

this section does not affect the requirement to file a pre-election report by 

individuals or organizations soliciting or accepting contributions for the purpose of 

aiding or opposing the circulation or passage of a statewide initiative or 

referendum petition or measure placed upon a statewide ballot by action of the 

legislative assembly under chapter 16.1-08.1. Any signature obtained in violation 

of this subdivision is void and may not be counted. 

k. Willfully fail to perform any duty of an election officer after having accepted the 

responsibility of being an election officer by taking the oath as prescribed in this 

title. 

I. Willfully violate any rule adopted by the secretary of state pursuant to this title. 

m. Willfully make any false canvass of votes, or make, sign, publish, or deliver any 

false return of an election, knowing the canvass or return to be false; or willfully 

deface, destroy, or conceal any statement or certificate entrusted to the 

individual's or organization's care. 

n. Destroy ballots, ballot boxes, election lists, or other election supplies except as 

provided by law, or negatively impact the confidentiality, integrity, or availability of 

any system used for voting. 

o. Sign a name other than that individual's own name to an initiative, referendum, 

recall, or any other election petition. 

12.,. Willfully suem-i-tSubmit an initiative or referendum petition that contains one or 

more invalid signatures totaling thirty percent or more of the total number of 

signatures on the petition for a measure that ultimately is placed on the batfe:t. 

29 2. a. A violation of subdivisions b, e, f, or h through I of subsection 1 is a class A 

30 

31 

misdemeanor. 

b. A violation of subdivisions a, c, d, g, or m of subsection 1 is a class C felony. 
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3. 

c. A violation of subdivision n of subsection 1 is a class C felony. 

d. A violation of subdivision o of subsection 1 is a class A misdemeanor if an 

individual signs one or two names other than the individual's own name to a 

petition and is a class C felony if an individual signs more than two names other 

than the individual's own name to a petition. 

e. An organization, as defined in section 12.1 -03-04, that violates this section is 

subject to the organizational fines in section 12.1-32-01.1. The court in which the 

conviction is entered shall notify the secretary of state of the conviction and shall 

order the secretary of state to revoke the certificate of authority of any convicted 

organization or limited liability company. The organization may not reapply to the 

secretary of state for authorization to do business under any name for one year 

upon conviction of a class A misdemeanor and for five years upon conviction of a 

class C felony under this section, except an organization operating a signature 

gathering business, or similar enterprise. that violates subdivision p of 

subsection 1, and is convicted of fraud, is subject to a class A misdemeanor and 

may not reapply to the secretary of state for authorization to do business under 

any name for five years following the entry of judgment. 

f. A violation of subdivision p of subsection 1 by the ehairmans:iny member of a 

measure committee, including an initiative or referendum sponsoring committee 

or an agent acting on behalf of, or in conjunction with a measure committee for 

the purpose of collecting signatures for a petition under this chapter is subject to 

a fine of two dollars for each signature deemed invalid by the secretary of 

s-t-arenot less than one thousand dollars. 

g.,_ An individual who is a member of an organization may be convicted of a violation 

as an accomplice under section 12.1-03-01. 

Every act this chapter makes criminal when committed with reference to the election of 

a candidate is equally criminal when committed with reference to the determination of 

a question submitted to qualified electors to be decided by votes cast at an election. 
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Title. 

Prepared. by the Legislative Council staff for 
Representative Nathe 

March 7, 2023 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL NO. 1230 

Page 2, line 26, replace "Willfully submit" with "Submit" 

Page 2, line 26, after "contains" insert "one or more" 

Page 2, remove line 27 

Page 2, line 28, remove "a measure that ultimately is placed on the ballot" 

Page 3, line 18, replace "the chairman" with "any member" 

Page 3, line 22, replace "two dollars for each signature deemed invalid by the secretary of 
state" with "not less than one thousand dollars" 

Renumber accordingly 
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Sixty-eighth
Legislative Assembly
of North Dakota

Introduced by

Representatives Nathe, Bosch, Boschee, Dockter, Hagert, Heinert, Lefor, Stemen

Senators Hogue, Meyer, Patten

A BILL for an Act to amend and reenact section 16.1-01-10 of the North Dakota Century Code, 

relating to invalid signatures on an initiated petition; and to provide a penalty.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-01-10 of the North Dakota Century Code is 

amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-01-10. Secretary of state to pass upon sufficiency of petitions - Method - Time 

limit -   Penalty  .

1. The secretary of state shall have a reasonable period, not to exceed thirty-five days, in

which to pass upon the sufficiency of any petition mentioned in section 16.1-01-09.

The secretary of state shall conduct a representative random sampling of the

signatures contained in the petitions by the use of questionnaires, postcards,

telephone calls, personal interviews, or other accepted information-gathering

techniques, or any combinations thereof, to determine the validity of the signatures.

Signatures determined by the secretary of state to be invalid may not be counted and

all violations of law discovered by the secretary of state must be reported to the

attorney general for prosecution.

2. In addition to the penalties prescribed in subsection     2 of section 16.1  -  01  -  12, any  

member of a measure committee, including an initiative or referendum sponsoring  

committee, who is found to have willfully submitted an invalid initiative or referendum  

petition, is subject to a fine of not less than one     thousand dollars.  

3. In addition to the penalties prescribed in subsection     2 of section 16.1  -  01  -  12, a  

measure committee, including an initiative or referendum sponsoring committee  , or an  

entity   or   employee of an entity, acting on behalf of or in conjunction with a measure  

committee for the purpose of collecting signatures for a petition under this chapter,   that  
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is   found to have willfully submitted an invalid initiative or referendum petition, is subject   

to a fine of not less than ten     thousand dollars and is banned from conducting business   

in North Dakota for five years following the entry of judgment for the offense under   

section 16.1  -  01  -  12.  

        4.        Any member of a measure committee, including an initiative or referendum sponsoring   

committee, or an entity   or   employees of an entity, acting on behalf of or in conjunction   

with a measure committee for the purpose of collecting signatures for a petition under 

this chapter  ,   may   be held   liable   for civil damages   associated with collecting invalid   

signatures and submitting an insufficient petition.
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Sixty-eighth
Legislative Assembly
of North Dakota

Introduced by

Representatives Nathe, Bosch, Boschee, Dockter, Hagert, Heinert, Lefor, Stemen

Senators Hogue, Meyer, Patten

A BILL for an Act to amend and reenact section 16.1-01-10 of the North Dakota Century Code, 

relating to invalid signatures on an initiated petition; and to provide a penalty.for an Act to 

amend and reenact section 16.1-01-12 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to invalid 

signatures on an initiated petition; and to provide a penalty.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-01-10 of the North Dakota Century Code is 

amended and reenacted as follows:

      16.1-01-10. Secretary of state to pass upon sufficiency of petitions - Method - Time 

limit -   Penalty  .

1. The secretary of state shall have a reasonable period, not to exceed thirty-five days, in

which to pass upon the sufficiency of any petition mentioned in section 16.1-01-09.

The secretary of state shall conduct a representative random sampling of the

signatures contained in the petitions by the use of questionnaires, postcards,

telephone calls, personal interviews, or other accepted information-gathering

techniques, or any combinations thereof, to determine the validity of the signatures.

Signatures determined by the secretary of state to be invalid may not be counted and

all violations of law discovered by the secretary of state must be reported to the

attorney general for prosecution.

2. In addition to the penalties prescribed in subsection     2 of section 16.1  -  01  -  12, any  

member of a measure committee, including an initiative or referendum sponsoring  

committee, who is found to have willfully submitted an invalid initiative or referendum  

petition, is subject to a fine of not less than one     thousand dollars.  

3. In addition to the penalties prescribed in subsection     2 of section 16.1  -  01  -  12, a  

measure committee, including an initiative or referendum sponsoring committee that is  
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found to have willfully submitted an invalid initiative or referendum petition, is subject   

to a fine of not less than ten     thousand dollars and is banned from conducting business   

in North Dakota for five years following the entry of judgment for the offense under   

section 16.1  -  01  -  12.  

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-01-12 of the North Dakota Century Code is 

amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-01-12. Election offenses - Penalty.

1. It is unlawful for an individual, measure committee as described in section

16.1-08.1-01, or other organization to:

a. Fraudulently alter another individual's ballot, substitute one ballot for another, or

otherwise defraud a voter of that voter's vote.

b. Obstruct a qualified elector on the way to a polling place.

c. Vote more than once in any election.

d. Knowingly vote in the wrong election precinct or district.

e. Disobey the lawful command of an election officer as defined in chapter 16.1-05.

f. Knowingly exclude a qualified elector from voting or knowingly allow an

unqualified individual to vote.

g. Knowingly vote when not qualified to do so.

h. Sign an initiative, referendum, recall, or any other election petition when not

qualified to do so.

i. Circulate an initiative, referendum, recall, or any other election petition not in its

entirety or when unqualified to do so.

j. Pay or offer to pay any individual, measure committee, or other organization, or

receive payment or agree to receive payment, on a basis related to the number

of signatures obtained for circulating an initiative, referendum, or recall petition.

This subsection does not prohibit the payment of salary and expenses for

circulation of the petition on a basis not related to the number of signatures

obtained, as long as the circulators file the intent to remunerate before submitting

the petitions and, in the case of initiative and referendum petitions, fully disclose

all contributions received pursuant to chapter 16.1-08.1 to the secretary of state

upon submission of the petitions. The disclosure of contributions received under
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this section does not affect the requirement to file a pre-election report by 

individuals or organizations soliciting or accepting contributions for the purpose of 

aiding or opposing the circulation or passage of a statewide initiative or 

referendum petition or measure placed upon a statewide ballot by action of the 

legislative assembly under chapter 16.1-08.1. Any signature obtained in violation 

of this subdivision is void and may not be counted.

k. Willfully fail to perform any duty of an election officer after having accepted the

responsibility of being an election officer by taking the oath as prescribed in this

title.

l. Willfully violate any rule adopted by the secretary of state pursuant to this title.

m. Willfully make any false canvass of votes, or make, sign, publish, or deliver any

false return of an election, knowing the canvass or return to be false; or willfully

deface, destroy, or conceal any statement or certificate entrusted to the

individual's or organization's care.

n. Destroy ballots, ballot boxes, election lists, or other election supplies except as

provided by law, or negatively impact the confidentiality, integrity, or availability of

any system used for voting.

o. Sign a name other than that individual's own name to an initiative, referendum,

recall, or any other election petition.

p. Willfully submit an initiative or referendum petition that contains invalid signatures

totaling thirty percent or more of the total number of signatures on the petition for 

a measure that ultimately is placed on the ballot.

2. a. A violation of subdivisions b, e, f, or h through l of subsection 1 is a class A

misdemeanor.

b. A violation of subdivisions a, c, d, g, or m of subsection 1 is a class C felony.

c. A violation of subdivision n of subsection 1 is a class C felony.

d. A violation of subdivision o of subsection 1 is a class A misdemeanor if an

individual signs one or two names other than the individual's own name to a

petition and is a class C felony if an individual signs more than two names other

than the individual's own name to a petition.
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e. An organization, as defined in section 12.1-03-04, that violates this section is

subject to the organizational fines in section 12.1-32-01.1. The court in which the

conviction is entered shall notify the secretary of state of the conviction and shall

order the secretary of state to revoke the certificate of authority of any convicted

organization or limited liability company. The organization may not reapply to the

secretary of state for authorization to do business under any name for one year

upon conviction of a class A misdemeanor and for five years upon conviction of a

class C felony under this section, except an organization operating a signature

gathering business, or similar enterprise, that violates subdivision p of

subsection 1, and is convicted of fraud, is subject to a class A misdemeanor and

may not reapply to the secretary of state for authorization to do business under 

any name for five years following the entry of judgment.

f. A violation of subdivision p of subsection 1 by the chairman of a measure

committee, including an initiative or referendum sponsoring committee or an

agent acting on behalf of, or in conjunction with a measure committee for the

purpose of collecting signatures for a petition under this chapter is subject to a

fine of two dollars for each signature deemed invalid by the secretary of state.

g. An individual who is a member of an organization may be convicted of a violation

as an accomplice under section 12.1-03-01.

3. Every act this chapter makes criminal when committed with reference to the election of

a candidate is equally criminal when committed with reference to the determination of

a question submitted to qualified electors to be decided by votes cast at an election.
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Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Representative Vetter 

January 26, 2023 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 1230 

Page 1, line 17, remove "any"

Page 1, line 18, replace "member" with "the chairman"

Page 1, line 19, after "committee" insert "or an agent acting on behalf of, or in conjunction with 
a measure committee for the purpose of collecting signatures for a petition under this 
chapter"

Page 1, line 19, remove "invalid"

Page 1, line 20, after "petition" insert "having invalid signatures totaling thirty percent or more of 
the total number of signatures on the petition for a measure which ultimately is placed 
on the ballot"

Page 1, line 20, replace "not less than one     thousand dollars  " with "two dollars for each 
signature deemed invalid by the secretary of state"

Page 1, line 22, replace "that" with ", or an agent acting on behalf of, or in conjunction with a 
measure committee for the purpose of collecting signatures for a petition under this 
chapter, which"

Page 1, line 23, remove "invalid"

Page 1, line 23, after the underscored comma insert "having invalid signatures totaling thirty 
percent or more of the total number of signatures on the petition for a measure which 
ultimately is placed on the ballot,"

Page 1, line 24, after "and" insert ", if convicted of fraud,"

Page 1, line 24, after "conducting" insert "a signature gathering" 

Renumber accordingly
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Wolf, Lynn 

From: Lee, Judy E. 
Sent: Friday, March 31, 2023 10:10 AM 
To: -Grp-NDLA Senate State and Local Government; Dever, Pam; Wolf, Lynn; NDLA, Intern 

03 - McCormick, Connor 
Subject: Re: HB 1230 

Here is info from LC on 1230 

Senator Judy Lee 

From: Joseph, Christopher <cjoseph@ndlegis.gov> 
Sent: Friday, March 31, 2023 10:01 AM 
To: Lee, Judy E.<jlee@ndlegis.gov> 
Subject: HB 1230 

Good morning Senator Lee, 

This email is in response to your inquiry regarding House Bill No. 1230 (2021). Under North Dakota Century Code Section 
16.1-01-10, whenever the Secretary of State discovers a violation of law, the secretary of state is obligated to report the 
violation the Attorney General. So for purposes of administering the bill, the Attorney General would be administering 
the prosecution of any violation of the provisions within House Bill No. 1230. 

In sum, a criminal penalty (like the ones on page 3, lines 6 through 17} means the violation can result in capital 
punishment (death penalty), jail time, incarceration, probation, legal fees, revocation of certain licenses, loss of certain 
rights, loss of citizenship, retribution, or rehabilitation. 

A civil penalty (like the one listed on page 3, l ines 18 through 23 [$1,000 fine]) is a non-criminal remedy for a party's 
violations of laws or regulations. Civil penalties usually only include civil fines or other financial payments as a remedy 
for damages. 

Here is a link to North Dakota's penalties for misdemeanors and felonies (Section 12.1-32-01 and 12.1-32-01.1). 

I hope this information is helpful Senator Lee. If I can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher S. Joseph 
Senior Legal Counsel 
North Dakota Legislative Council 
600 East Boulevard Ave 
Bismarck, ND 58505 
(701) 328-2916 
cioseph@ndleg is.gov 

From: Lee, Judy E. <jlee@ndlegis.gov> 
Sent: Friday, March 31, 2023 9 :25:20 AM 
To: Bjornson, John D. <jbjornson@ndlegis.gov> 
Subject: HB 1230 

1 



The State & Local Gov't committee needs clarification about the misdemeanor and felony penalties in this bill, who 
"administers" it, as the chair said, and how it works. What is a criminal and what is a civil offense? 
A quick response, perhaps from the drafter, to SLG in 216 or in an email would be VERY helpful. An uninformed person 
is trying to tell us about it. 

Senator Judy Lee 
1822 Brentwood Court 
West Fargo, ND 58078 
Home phone: 701-282-6512 
Email: jlee@ndlegis.gov 

2 
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Sixty-eighth 
Legislative Assembly 
of North Dakota 

Introduced by 

FIRST ENGROSSMENT 

ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL NO. 1230 

Representatives Nathe, Bosch, Boschee, Dockter, Hagert, Heinert, Lefor, Stemen 

Senators Hogue, Meyer, Patten 

1 A BILL for an Act to amend and reenact section 16.1-01-12 of the North Dakota Century Code, 
2 relating to invalidfraudulent signatures on an initiated petition; and to provide a penalty. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

4 SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-01-12 of the North Dakota Century Code is 
5 amended and reenacted as follows: 

6 16.1-01-12. Election offenses - Penalty. 
7 1. It is unlawful for an individual, measure committee as described in section 
8 16.1-08.1-01, or other organization to: 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 
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24 

a. Fraudulently alter another individual's ballot, substitute one ballot for another, or 
otherwise defraud a voter of that voter's vote. 

b. Obstruct a qualified elector on the way to a polling place. 
c. Vote more than once in any election. 

d. Knowingly vote in the wrong election precinct or district. 
e. Disobey the lawful command of an election officer as defined in chapter 16.1-05. 
f . Knowingly exclude a qualified elector from voting or knowingly allow an 

unqualified individual to vote. 

g. Knowingly vote when not qualified to do so. 

h. Sign an initiative, referendum, recall, or any other election petition when not 
qualified to do so. 

i. Circulate an initiative, referendum, recall, or any other election petition not in its 
entirety or when unqualified to do so. 

j. Pay or offer to pay any individual, measure committee, or other organization, or 
receive payment or agree to receive payment, on a basis related to the number 
of signatures obtained for circulating an initiative, referendum, or recall petition. 
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This subsection does not prohibit the payment of salary and expenses for 

circulation of the petition on a basis not related to the number of signatures 

obtained, as long as the circulators file the intent to remunerate before submitting 

the petitions and, in the case of initiative and referendum petitions, fully disclose 

all contributions received pursuant to chapter 16.1-08.1 to the secretary of state 

upon submission of the petitions. The disclosure of contributions received under 

this section does not affect the requirement to file a pre-election report by 

individuals or organizations soliciting or accepting contributions for the purpose of 

aiding or opposing the circulation or passage of a statewide initiative or 

referendum petition or measure placed upon a statewide ballot by action of the 

legislative assembly under chapter 16.1-08.1. Any signature obtained in violation 

of this subdivision is void and may not be counted. 

k. Willfully fail to perform any duty of an election officer after having accepted the 

responsibility of being an election officer by taking the oath as prescribed in this 

title. 

I. Willfully violate any rule adopted by the secretary of state pursuant to this title. 

m. Willfully make any false canvass of votes, or make, sign, publish, or deliver any 

false return of an election, knowing the canvass or return to be false; or willfully 

deface, destroy, or conceal any statement or certificate entrusted to the 

individual's or organization's care. 

n. Destroy ballots, ballot boxes, election lists, or other election supplies except as 

provided by law, or negatively impact the confidentiality, integrity, or availability of 

any system used for voting. 

o. Sign a name other than that individual's own name to an initiative, referendum, 

recall, or any other election petition. 

Q.,. Willfully submit an initiative or referendum petition that contains invalidone or 

more fraudulent signatures totaling thirty percent or more of the total number of 

signatures on the petition for a measure that ultimately is placed on the ballot. 

29 2. a. A violation of subdivisions b, e, f, or h through I of subsection 1 is a class A 

30 misdemeanor. 

31 b. A violation of subdivisions a, c, d, g, or m of subsection 1 is a class C felony. 
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3. 

c. A violation of subdivision n of subsection 1 is a class C felony. 

d. A violation of subdivision o of subsection 1 is a class A misdemeanor if an 

individual signs one or two names other than the individual's own name to a 

petition and is a class C felony if an individual signs more than two names other 

than the individual's own name to a petition. 

e. An organization, as defined in section 12.1-03-04, that violates this section is 

subject to the organizational fines in section 12.1-32-01.1. The court in which the 

conviction is entered shall notify the secretary of state of the conviction and shall 

order the secretary of state to revoke the certificate of authority of any convicted 

organization or limited liability company. The organization may not reapply to the 

secretary of state for authorization to do business under any name for one year 

upon conviction of a class A misdemeanor and for five years upon conviction of a 

class C felony under this section, except an organization operating a signature 

gathering business. or similar enterprise. that violates subdivision p of 

subsection 1. and is convicted of fraud, is subject to a class A misdemeanor and 

may not reapply to the secretary of state for authorization to do business under 

any name for five years following the entry of judgment. 

f. A violation of subdivision p of subsection 1 by the chairmanany member of a 

measure committee, including an initiative or referendum sponsoring committee 

or an agent acting on behalf of, or in conjunction with a measure committee for 

the purpose of collecting signatures for a petition under this chapter is subject to 

a fiAecivil penalty of two dollars for each signature deemed invalid by the 

secretary of stotenot less than one thousand dollars. The civil penalty may be 

recovered in an action brought in the district court of Burleigh County by the 

attorney general. 

~ An individual who is a member of an organization may be convicted of a violation 

as an accomplice under section 12.1-03-01. 

Every act this chapter makes criminal when committed with reference to the election of 

a candidate is equally criminal when committed with reference to the determination of 

a question submitted to qualified electors to be decided by votes cast at an election. 
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Adopted by the Senate State and Local 
Government Committee 

April 6, 2023 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL NO. 1230 

Page 1, line 2, replace "invalid" with "fraudulent" 

Page 2, line 26, replace "invalid" with "one or more fraudulent" 

Page 2, remove line 27 

Page 2, line 28, remove "a measure that ultimately is placed on the ballot" 

Page 3, line 18, replace "the chairman" with "any member" 

Page 3, line 22, replace "fine" with "civil penalty" 

Page 3, line 22, replace ''two dollars for each signature deemed invalid by the secretary of 
state" with "not more than three thousand dollars. The civil penalty may be recovered in 
an action brought in the district court of Burleigh County by the attorney general" 

Renumber accordingly 
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