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2023 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

Judiciary Committee
Peace Garden Room, State Capitol

SB 2260
1/24/2023

A BILL for an Act relating to fundamental parental rights, parental involvement in
education, and parental right to consent to medical treatment of the parent's child.

2:29 PM Madam Chair Larson called the hearing to order.
Madam Chair Larson, Senators, Paulson, Sickler, Braunberger, Estenson, Luick,
Myrdal present.

Discussion Topics:

e National concerns
Retribution
Protection
Transparency
Parental rights and responsibilities
Fundamental rights
Parental involvement
Parental consent
FBI investigation
Student lead clubs
School board association
Awareness issues
UN Agenda 2030
Current events
Curriculum approval
Curriculum review
Curriculum fees
CRT open records
States standards
Random surveys
Panorama surveys
Data minor children
Sensitivity gender training
Government grants
Legal remedies
Consent issues
Abusive issues
ND Century code
Policy and procedures
Harmful definition
Social emotional problem
Social engineering
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Constitutional provisions
Healthcare and Schools
Parent teacher conferences
Social and emotional trend
Trust issues
Communication

Policies

2:29 PM Senator Paulson introduced SB 2260 #16402

2:56 PM Kimberly Hurst, resident of District 1, testified. #16030

3:12 PM Karen Krenz, resident of District 1, Moms for Liberty, testified. #15948
3:16 PM Travis Zablotney, District 5 Chair, verbally testified.

3:19 PM Dan Wakefield, retired educator and parent, testified. #16211

3:41 PM Matt Sharp, Senior Counsel Alliance Defending Freedom, testified. #15529

3:45 PM Tim Blossel, President of the Hospital Association, introduced Dr. Chris
Meeker.

3:46 PM Dr. Chris Meeker, Emergency Medicine Physician ND Hospital Association,
testified. #16366

3:57 PM Mike Geiermann, General Counsel ND United, testified. #16458

4:19 PM Madam Chair Larson recessed for 5 minutes.

4:27 PM Angela Sersha, Attorney for Health Law, testified. #16324

4:37 PM Amy De Kok, General Counsel ND School Board Association, testified. #16498
4:57 PM Kevin Hohertz, ND Council of Educational Leaders, testified. #15880

5:17 PM Tracy Potter- registered lobbyist and retired teacher, verbally testified.

5:23 PM Chelsy Flory Director Burleigh County Human Service Zone, testified. #16231
Addition written testimony:

Seth Flamm #14860

Patricia Burckhard #14877

Michelle Weber #15014

Megan Degenstein #15038

Rebekah Oliver #15050

Mariah Bates #15064
Susan Draper #15102
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Tim Baumann #15128
Lisa Pulkrabek #15135
Wade Pulkrabek #15137
Andrea Leingang #15259
Cionda Holter #15353
Jacob Holter #15354
Kimberly Bieber #15447
Kaitlyn Kelly #15569
Tanya Baity #15586
Sylvia Bull #15686
Courtney Koebele #15743
Bree Langemo #15774
Christopher Brown #15782
Kayla Johnson #15800
Gordon Greenstein #15823
Rosemary Ames #15891
Rody Schultz #15917
Kristie Miller #15927
Naomi Tabassum #15930
Maura Ferguson #15932
Gretchen Deeg #15935
Sarah Galbraith #15965
Erin Mcsparron #15972
Sharlet Mohr #15992
Kara Gloe #15998
Nathan Brown #16075
Faye Seidler #16089
Vicki Grafing #16105
Melissa Sitton #16207
Miki Thompson #16245
Thea Holter #16282
Aaron Holter #16284
Rozell Unruh #16289
Dwight Ebel #16290
Luane Ebel #16305

Fred Braun #16355

Jodi Plecity #16381

5:26 PM Madam Chair Larson adjourned the hearing on SB 2260.

Patricia Wilkens, Committee Clerk



2023 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

Judiciary Committee
Peace Garden Room, State Capitol

SB 2260
2/7/2023

A bill relating to fundamental parental rights, parental involvement in education, and
parental right to consent to medical treatment of the parent's child.

10:55 AM Chairman Larson opened the meeting.

Chairman Larson and Senators Myrdal, Luick, Estenson, Sickler, Braunberger and Paulson
are present.

Discussion Topics:
e Committee action

10:58 AM Committee discusses amendments.

11:02 AM Senator Myrdal moved to adopt amendment LC 23.0421.03003 (#19570, #19571).
Motion seconded by Senator Luick.

11:04 AM Roll call vote was taken.

Senators V
Senator Diane Larson
Senator Bob Paulson
Senator Jonathan Sickler
Senator Ryan Braunberger
Senator Judy Estenson
Senator Larry Luick
Senator Janne Myrdal

(1]
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Motion passes 7-0-0.

11:04 Senator Myrdal moves to Do Pass the bill as amended. Motion seconded by Senator
Luick.

11:06 AM Roll call vote was taken.
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Senators \'4
Senator Diane Larson
Senator Bob Paulson
Senator Jonathan Sickler
Senator Ryan Braunberger
Senator Judy Estenson
Senator Larry Luick
Senator Janne Myrdal

(1]
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Motion passes 6-1-0.

Senator Paulson will carry the bill.

This bill does not affect workforce development.
11:07 AM Chairman Larson closed the meeting.

Rick Schuchard, Committee Clerk



23.0421.03003 Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for

Title.04000 Senator Paulson pu
February 1, 2023 J '/(7’
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2260 / 1
e " T4 " . r/'f
Page 2, line 8, remove "in writing J
-7
Page 2, line 9, after "child" insert "as required under section 3 of this Act" L = ~j{g ,

Page 2, line 22, replace "if an employee" with "by an authorized representative"

Page 2, line 23, after "institution" insert "if an employee of the entity or institution"

Page 2, line 24, after "child" insert ", unless the employee has reasonable cause to believe the
parent committed the offense"

Page 3, line 13, after "relief" insert ", unless the claim is asserted against a government
employee. Equitable relief is the only remedy available for a claim against a
government employee"

Page 4, after line 3, insert:

e. !Teacher training materials" means materials used for professional
development, including a presentation, video, or written or electronic

materials used or distributed for a training activity."
Page 6, line 29, after the first "section" insert "does"

Page 6, line 29, replace "an" with ";
i &n
Page 6, line 29, after "14-02.1-03.1" insert: ";

b. The treatment of a sexually transmitted disease or substance use
disorder under section 14-10-17;

c. Emergency care of a minor under section 14-10-17.1:
d. Blood donation under section 14-10-18.1;
e. Prenatal care and other pregnancy care services under section

14-10-19; or

f. Health care for an unaccompanied homeless minor under section
14-10-20.

|@

A parent may bring suit for a violation of this section and may raise this
section as a defense in a judicial or administrative proceeding whether the
proceeding is brought by or in the name of the state or other person. A
person that successfully asserts a claim or defense under this chapter may
recover declaratory relief, injunctive relief, compensatory damages.
reasonable attorney's fees and costs, and other appropriate relief"

Renumber accordingly

Page No. 1 23.0421.03003



Com Standing Committee Report Module ID: s_stcomrep_25 003
February 8, 2023 8:42AM Carrier: Paulson
Insert LC: 23.0421.03003 Title: 04000

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
SB 2260: Judiciary Committee (Sen. Larson, Chairman) recommends AMENDMENTS
AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS (6 YEAS, 1 NAY, 0
ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2260 was placed on the Sixth order on the
calendar. This bill does not affect workforce development.
Page 2, line 8, remove "in writing"
Page 2, line 9, after "child" insert "as required under section 3 of this Act"

Page 2, line 22, replace "if an employee" with "by an authorized representative”

Page 2, line 23, after "institution" insert "if an employee of the entity or institution"

Page 2, line 24, after "child" insert ", unless the employee has reasonable cause to believe
the parent committed the offense”

Page 3, line 13, after "relief" insert ", unless the claim is asserted against a government

employee. Equitable relief is the only remedy available for a claim against a
government employee"

Page 4, after line 3, insert:

e. "Teacher training materials" means materials used for professional
development, including a presentation, video, or written or electronic
materials used or distributed for a training activity."

Page 6, line 29, after the first "section" insert "does"

Page 6, line 29, replace "an" with ":
i mll
Page 6, line 29, after "14-02.1-03.1" insert: ";

b. The treatment of a sexually transmitted disease or substance use
disorder under section 14-10-17;

c. Emergency care of a minor under section 14-10-17.1:

d. Blood donation under section 14-10-18.1;

e. Prenatal care and other pregnancy care services under section
14-10-19; or

f. Health care for an unaccompanied homeless minor under section

14-10-20.

2

A parent may bring suit for a violation of this section and may raise this

section as a defense in a judicial or administrative proceeding whether
the proceeding is brought by or in the name of the state or other person.

A person that successfully asserts a claim or defense under this chapter
may recover declaratory relief, injunctive relief, compensatory damages,
reasonable attorney's fees and costs. and other appropriate relief"

Renumber accordingly

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 1 s_stcomrep_25_003
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2023 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

Human Services Committee
Pioneer Room, State Capitol

SB 2260
3/22/2023

Relating to fundamental parental rights, parental involvement in education, and parental
right to consent to medical treatment of the parent's child.

Chairman Weisz called the meeting to order at 9:32 AM.

Chairman Robin Weisz, Vice Chairman Matthew Ruby, Reps. Karen A. Anderson, Mike
Beltz, Clayton Fegley, Kathy Frelich, Dawson Holle, Dwight Kiefert, Carrie McLeod, Todd
Porter, Brandon Prichard, Karen M. Rohr, Jayme Davis, and Gretchen Dobervich. All
present.

Discussion Topics:

e Primary education
Educational content at schools
Cancel culture
Informing parents
School photos
Withholding information
Parental rights and responsibilities
Unique educational needs
Ability of educators
Teacher shortages
Uniform system
Parental involvement

Sen. Paulson introduced SB 2260 with supportive testimony (#26331).
Matt Sharp, Alliance Freedom, supportive testimony (#26256).

Jacob Thomson, Policy Analyst for the North Dakota Family Alliance Legislative Action,
supportive testimony (#26298).

Jennifer Kallenbach, North Dakota teacher and parent, opposition testimony (#26135).
Michael Geiermann, representing North Dakota United, opposition testimony (#27668).
Amy De Kok, North Dakota School Boards Association, opposition testimony (#26276).

Monica Meadows, North Dakota teacher, opposition testimony (#26261).
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Additional written testimony:

(#25760)
(#26090)
(#26110)
(#26146)
(#26170)
(#26187)
(#26206)
(#26221)
(#26230)
(#26242)
(#26251)
(#26266)
(#26296)
(#26316)

#25791)
#26091)
#26111)
#26154)
#26172)
#26189)
#26207)
#26222)
#26231)
#26243)
#26254)
#26269)
#26297)
#26317)

#25821)
#26096)
#26112)
#26156)
#26173)
#26190)
#26208)
#26223)
#26232)
#26244)
#26255)
#26272)
#26299)
#26318)

#25829)
#26097)
#26121)
#26159)
#26174)
#26194)
#26209)
#26224)
#26236)
#26245)
#26257)
#26273)
#26302)
#26319)

#25889) (#25943
#26099) (#26101
#26123) (#26125
#26161) (#26166
#26177) (#26180) (#26183) (#26184) (#26186
#26196) (#26197) (#26200) (#26202) (#26204

( ) (#25974) ) )
( ) ) ) )
( ) ) ) )
( ) ) ) )
( ) ) ) )
( ) ) ) )
#26211) (#26212) (#26215) (#26216) (#26217)
( ) ) ) )
( ) ) ) )
( ) ) ) )
( ) ) ) )
( ) ) ) )
( ) ) ) )

(#26105
(#26130
(#26167

(#25983
(#26108
(#26139
(#26168

(#26023
(#26109
(#26145
(#26169

#26225) (#26226) (#26227) (#26228) (#26229
#26237) (#26238) (#26239) (#26240) (#26241
#26246) (#26247) (#26248) (#26249) (#26250
#26258) (#26259) (#26262) (#26264) (#26265
#26280) (#26282) (#26288) (#26289) (#26291
#26303) (#26304) (#26307) (#26308) (#26310
#26320)

AN TN TN TN TN TN N TN TN N AN AN AN N
AN TN TN TN AN TN N TN TN N AN AN AN N
AN TN TN TN TN TN N TN N N AN AN AN N
AN TN TN TN AN TN TN TN N N AN AN AN AN

Chairman Weisz adjourned the meeting at 11:29 AM. Hearing will resume at 3:00 PM on
March 22nd, 2023.

Phillip Jacobs, Committee Clerk



2023 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

Human Services Committee
Pioneer Room, State Capitol

SB 2260
3/22/2023

Relating to fundamental parental rights, parental involvement in education, and parental
right to consent to medical treatment of the parent's child.

Chairman Weisz called the meeting to order at 3:05 PM.

Chairman Robin Weisz, Vice Chairman Matthew Ruby, Reps. Karen A. Anderson, Mike
Beltz, Clayton Fegley, Kathy Frelich, Dawson Holle, Dwight Kiefert, Carrie McLeod, Todd
Porter, Brandon Prichard, Karen M. Rohr, Jayme Davis, and Gretchen Dobervich. All
present.

Discussion Topics:

e Parental consent
Impact of teachers
Access to medical records
Custodial agencies
Human service zones
Diversity of information
Child physical examination
Legal interpretation of bill

Leslie Bieber, Superintendent of Alexander Public School in North Dakota, opposition
testimony (#26309).

Melissa Hauer, General Counsel for the North Dakota Hospital Association, spoke in
opposition and introduced Dr. Danielle Thurtle.

Dr. Danielle Thurtle, Pediatrician at Sanford Health in Fargo, North Dakota, opposition
testimony (#26260).

Angela Sersha, North Dakota teacher and parent, opposition testimony (#26314).

Courtney Koebele, with the North Dakota Medical Association, opposition testimony
(#26312).

Chelsea Flory, Burliegh County Human Service Zone Director, opposition testimony
(#26252).

Kristie Miller, North Dakota citizen and parent, opposition testimony (#26263).

Dr. Aimee Copas, North Dakota Council of Education Leaders, opposition testimony
(#26275).
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Cardinal Redburg, Founder and President of the Two Spirit Association, spoke in opposition.

Christina Sanbor, on behalf of the North Dakota Human Rights Coalition and Human Rights
Campaign and Youthworks, opposition testimony (#26313).

Andrew Alexis Farvel, North Dakota citizen, opposition testimony (#26267) (#26268).

Chairman Weisz adjourned the meeting at 4:16 PM.

Phillip Jacobs, Committee Clerk



2023 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

Human Services Committee
Pioneer Room, State Capitol

SB 2260
4/14/2023

Relating to fundamental parental rights, parental involvement in education, and parental
right to consent to medical treatment of the parent's child.

Chairman Weisz called the meeting to order at 11:11 AM.

Chairman Robin Weisz, Vice Chairman Matthew Ruby, Reps. Karen A. Anderson, Mike
Beltz, Clayton Fegley, Kathy Frelich, Dawson Holle, Dwight Kiefert, Carrie McLeod, Todd
Porter, Brandon Prichard, Karen M. Rohr, Jayme Davis, and Gretchen Dobervich. All
present.

Discussion Topics:
e Committee work
¢ Amendment

Chairman Weisz called for a discussion on SB 2260.

Chairman Weisz discussed the proposed amendment (Christmas tree version of SB 2260).
Testimony #27711

Rep. Prichard moved to adopt amendment to SB 2260. #23.0421.04004 #27711

Seconded by Rep. Anderson.

Roll Call Vote:

Representatives \"
Representative Robin Weisz
Representative Matthew Ruby
Representative Karen A. Anderson
Representative Mike Beltz
Representative Jayme Davis
Representative Gretchen Dobervich
Representative Clayton Fegley
Representative Kathy Frelich
Representative Dawson Holle
Representative Dwight Kiefert
Representative Carrie McLeod
Representative Todd Porter
Representative Brandon Prichard
Representative Karen M. Rohr

(1]
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Motion carries 10-4-0.

Rep. Porter moved to adopt amendment to SB 2260 as follows: To remove Sub 7 on Page
three and Sub 5 on Page 6 of the Christmas tree version of SB 2260.

Seconded by Rep. Fegley.
Motion withdrawn.

Rep. Porter moved to adopt amendment to SB 2260 as follows: on Page3 remove lines 10
thru 15 the period after relief and on page 6 remove line 4 through the period after relief of
the Christmas tree version of SB 2260.

Rep. Fegley seconded.

Roll Call Vote:

Representatives \'4
Representative Robin Weisz
Representative Matthew Ruby
Representative Karen A. Anderson
Representative Mike Beltz
Representative Jayme Davis
Representative Gretchen Dobervich
Representative Clayton Fegley
Representative Kathy Frelich
Representative Dawson Holle
Representative Dwight Kiefert
Representative Carrie McLeod
Representative Todd Porter
Representative Brandon Prichard
Representative Karen M. Rohr

(1]
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Motion carries 8-6-0
Representative Porter Moved a Do Pass as Amended with #23.0421.04005.
Representative M. Ruby Seconded.

Roll Call Vote:

Representatives \"
Representative Robin Weisz
Representative Matthew Ruby
Representative Karen A. Anderson
Representative Mike Beltz
Representative Jayme Davis
Representative Gretchen Dobervich
Representative Clayton Fegley
Representative Kathy Frelich

(1]
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Representative Dawson Holle
Representative Dwight Kiefert
Representative Carrie McLeod
Representative Todd Porter
Representative Brandon Prichard
Representative Karen M. Rohr

<< <=<=<<

Motion carries 10-4-0.
Representative M. Ruby carrier.
Chairman Weisz adjourned the meeting at 11:30 AM.

Phillip Jacobs, Committee Clerk



E._
23.0421.04005 Adopted by the Human Services Committee \f}\‘"f. V)

Title.05000
April 14, 2023

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2260
Page 1, line 1, replace the comma with "and"
Page 1, line 2, remove ", and a new section to chapter 23-12"
Page 1, line 3, replace the first comma with "and"
Page 1, line 3, remove ", and parental right to consent to"
Page 1, line 4, remove "medical treatment of the parent's child"
Page 1, line 16, remove "and"

Page 1, line 16, after the second "health" insert ", and moral or religious training"

Page 1, line 17, remove "of the highest order"

Page 1, line 21, after the second underscored comma insert "or"
Page 1, line 21, remove ", or other"
Page 1, line 22, remove "institution"

Page 2, line 1, remove "Direct the education of the child, including the right to choose public.
private,"

Page 2, remove lines 2 and 3

Page 2, line 4, remove "b."

Page 2, remove lines 6 through 21

Page 2, line 22, replace "." with "b."

Page 2, line 23, replace "a" with "or other"

Page 2, line 23, remove ", or other institution"

Page 2, line 24, remove "or institution"
Page 2, line 27, replace "k." with "c."
Page 2, line 30, replace "|." with "d."
Page 2, line 31, replace "m." with "e."

Page 3, line 10, remove "A parent may bring suit for a violation of this section and may raise
the section as a"

Page 3, remove lines 11 through 16

Page 3, line 17, replace "government employee" with "A school board shall indemnify and hold

harmless all school personnel for a violation of this section"

Page 3, line 28, remove "'Educational records" includes attendance records, test scores of
school"

Page No. 1 23.0421.04005



Page 3, remove lines 29 through 31 . 2 E_R\\}A
Page 4, remove lines 1 and 2 -,'“\u'ék.":\f'
Page 4, line 3, remove "d."

Page 4, remove lines 6 through 8

Page 4, line 16, remove "syllabus,"

Page 4, line 16, remove ", and teacher training materials"

Page 4, line 17, replace "that" with "in which"

Page 4, line 17, remove "in at least seven days before"

Page 4, remove lines 18 through 25
Page 4, line 26, remove "of the curriculum or teacher training materials"

Page 4, line 27, replace "(3)" with "(2)"

Page 4, line 30, replace "notify" with "allow"

Page 4, line 30, remove "at least three days in advance and obtain the"

Page 4, line 31, replace "parent's written consent before the parent's child attends" with "to
opt-out of"

Page 4, line 31, remove "or"

Page 5, remove line 1

Page 5, line 2, replace "expression, sexual orientation, or romantic or sexual relationships" with
"the parent deems inappropriate for that parent's child"

Page 5, line 3, remove "Procedures for a parent to object to a specific presentation or
instruction on the"

Page 5, remove lines 4 through 15
Page 5, line 16, remove "g."

Page 5, line 17, replace "the laws of this state" with "this section and section 1 of this Act; and

e. Apolicy providing a school may not require an individual to use
pronouns to refer to a child which do not align with the child's sex"

Page 5, line 29, remove "A parent may bring suit for a violation of this section and may raise
the section as a"

Page 5, remove lines 30 and 31
Page 6, remove lines 1 and 2

Page 6, line 3, replace "and other appropriate relief" with A school board shall indemnify and
hold harmless all school personnel for a violation of this section"

Page 6, remove lines 4 through 31
Page 7, remove lines 1 through 16

Renumber accordingly

Page No. 2 23.0421.04005



Com Standing Committee Report Module ID: h_stcomrep_66_005
April 17, 2023 9:48AM Carrier: M. Ruby
Insert LC: 23.0421.04005 Title: 05000

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE

SB 2260, as engrossed: Human Services Committee (Rep. Weisz, Chairman)
recommends AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends
DO PASS (10 YEAS, 4 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). Engrossed SB 2260
was placed on the Sixth order on the calendar.

Page 1, line 1, replace the comma with "and"

Page 1, line 2, remove ", and a new section to chapter 23-12"

Page 1, line 3, replace the first comma with "and"

Page 1, line 3, remove ", and parental right to consent to"

Page 1, line 4, remove "medical treatment of the parent's child"

Page 1, line 16, remove "and"

Page 1, line 16, after the second "health" insert ", and moral or religious training"

Page 1, line 17, remove "of the highest order"

Page 1, line 21, after the second underscored comma insert "or"

Page 1, line 21, remove ", or other"

Page 1, line 22, remove "institution"

Page 2, line 1, remove "Direct the education of the child, including the right to choose public,
private,"

Page 2, remove lines 2 and 3

Page 2, line 4, remove "b."

Page 2, remove lines 6 through 21

Page 2, line 22, replace "." with "b."

Page 2, line 23, replace "a" with "or other"

Page 2, line 23, remove ", or other institution"

Page 2, line 24, remove "or institution"
Page 2, line 27, replace "k." with "c."
Page 2, line 30, replace ".." with "d."
Page 2, line 31, replace "m." with "e."

Page 3, line 10, remove "A parent may bring suit for a violation of this section and may raise
the section as a"

Page 3, remove lines 11 through 16

Page 3, line 17, replace "government employee" with "A school board shall indemnify and
hold harmless all school personnel for a violation of this section"

Page 3, line 28, remove ""Educational records" includes attendance records, test scores of
school"

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 1 h_stcomrep_66_005



Com Standing Committee Report Module ID: h_stcomrep_66_005
April 17, 2023 9:48AM Carrier: M. Ruby
Insert LC: 23.0421.04005 Title: 05000

Page 3, remove lines 29 through 31
Page 4, remove lines 1 and 2

Page 4, line 3, remove "d."

Page 4, remove lines 6 through 8
Page 4, line 16, remove "syllabus."

Page 4, line 16, remove ", and teacher training materials”

Page 4, line 17, replace "that" with "in which"

Page 4, line 17, remove "in at least seven days before"

Page 4, remove lines 18 through 25

Page 4, line 26, remove "of the curriculum or teacher training materials"
Page 4, line 27, replace "(3)" with "(2)"

Page 4, line 30, replace "notify" with "allow"

Page 4, line 30, remove "at least three days in advance and obtain the"

Page 4, line 31, replace "parent's written consent before the parent's child attends" with "to_
opt-out of"

Page 4, line 31, remove "or"

Page 5, remove line 1

Page 5, line 2, replace "expression, sexual orientation, or romantic or sexual relationships"
with "the parent deems inappropriate for that parent's child"

Page 5, line 3, remove "Procedures for a parent to object to a specific presentation or
instruction on the"

Page 5, remove lines 4 through 15

Page 5, line 16, remove "g.

Page 5, line 17, replace "the laws of this state" with "this section and section 1 of this Act;
and

e. A policy providing a school may not require an individual to use
pronouns to refer to a child which do not align with the child's sex"

Page 5, line 29, remove "A parent may bring suit for a violation of this section and may raise
the section as a"

Page 5, remove lines 30 and 31

Page 6, remove lines 1 and 2

Page 6, line 3, replace "and other appropriate relief" with A school board shall indemnify and
hold harmless all school personnel for a violation of this section"

Page 6, remove lines 4 through 31

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 2 h_stcomrep_66_005



Com Standing Committee Report Module ID: h_stcomrep_66_005
April 17, 2023 9:48AM Carrier: M. Ruby
Insert LC: 23.0421.04005 Title: 05000

Page 7, remove lines 1 through 16

Renumber accordingly

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 3 h_stcomrep_66_005



TESTIMONY

SB 2260



#14860

Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee,

My name is Seth Flamm and | reside in District 27. | am asking that you please render
a DO PASS on Senate Bill 2260.

The state of North Dakota should be clear in its respect for the fundamental right and
responsibility of parents to be the primary directors of the upbringing, education, and
care of their children without the unwelcome influence from activist educators and
government overreach.

Thank you for your consideration on this important issue and thank you for your service
to the state of North Dakota.

Seth Flamm



Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee,

“My name is Patricia Burckhard and I veside in District 15. I am asking that you please render a DO
PASS on Senate Bill 2260.”

The state of North Dakota should be clear in its respect for the fundamental right and responsibility of
parents to be the primary directors of the upbringing, education, and care of their children without the
unwelcome influence from activist educators and government overreach.

Thank you for your consideration on this important issue and thank you for your service to the state of
North Dakota.

Patricia Burckhard

#14877



#15014

Dear Chair Larsen and members of the Senate Industry and Business Committee,
My testimony is in opposition to Senate Bill 2260. | ask that you give this bill a Do Not Pass.

I have two objections to this bill. The first is the requirement that teachers provide curriculum for their
classes 7 days, or even 3 days, in advance. Teaching happens at different speeds. Sometimes a class will
move quickly through a portion of the curriculum, or get stuck in one area and need to be taught that
subject in a different way. Requiring all curriculum at the detail level SB2260 states to be filed publicly 3
— 7 days in advance hogties teachers and will result in less education in the state of North Dakota. This
is especially true as it relates to gender roles. If a student asks about different roles for men and women
during the 1800’s, for example, if it wasn’t in the original outline for the lesson, does the teacher have to
say, “Let me get back to you in 4 days?” A student’s natural curiosity is often the best teaching tool.

My second objection is section 2, 2.f, banning the use of nicknames and preferred pronouns. This
section goes against everything we know about psychological support of teenagers. It will make life
harder, not just for transgender teens, but all teens who are struggling to figure out who they are in the
world. Teens try out identities to figure out what is a true expression of who they are and what is just
who others think they should be. When this kind of self-expression is not allowed, teens can fall into
clinical levels of things like depression and anxiety. For transgender teens, studies show that one adult
using the pronouns and name they prefer can reduce their suicide rate. The trans youth data survey
showed that 74% if transgender youth in North Dakota contemplated suicide and 46% attempted. If this
bill prevents that one adult from helping these kids, the numbers could rise. If the point of this bill is to
assist these teens in killing themselves, it has the potential to be effective. My church hosts our
community’s Transgender Day of Remembrance service each year. Saying the names of North Dakota
youth who die from suicide because they don’t see a pathway to functional adulthood amidst a state
they fear is trying to kill them is one of the most heartbreaking things | do.

Please do not pass this bill.

Thank you for your time, consideration, and service to our state

Best regards,

Rev. Michelle Webber



#15038

I strongly oppose this bill. Trans children should be able to explore their gender identity in completely
harmless ways, such as using a name or pronouns that more accurately matches their gender identity.
Children may see schools as a safe zone where they can express their gender identity, and parents may
not be supportive of their children’s gender identity. This can become dangerous for children, because it
would take away their potential only safe space to express themselves. This could contribute to
significant mental health concerns for trans children who do not have safe spaces to express
themselves.

The fact that this bill is being considered shows ignorance on the part of the bill’s sponsors. Our state
needs to work to be more inclusive of all of our citizens, not target an entire demographic because of
personal prejudices. The fact that this bill is being considered is embarrassing for our state. It shows
such ignorance of factual information and the discriminatory behavior of our lawmakers.

Megan Degenstein, Ph.D.
Licensed Professional Clinical Counselor
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DO PASS -SB 2260

Dear Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee,

Please render a DO PASS on Senate Bill 2260.

North Dakota should be clear in its respect for the responsibility of parents as the primary directors in
the upbringing, education, and care of their children.

Thank you for considering this critical bill, and for your service to North Dakota.

Sincerely,
Rebekah Oliver

District 11



#15064

Mariah Bates
Williston, North Dakota
House Bill 1502

Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee,

My name is Mariah Bates and | reside in District 1, | am asking that you please render a DO PASS
on House Bill 2260.

The state of North Dakota should be clear in its respect for the fundamental right and
responsibility of parents to be the primary directors of the upbringing, education, and care of
their children without the unwelcome influence from activist educators and government
overreach.

Thank you for your consideration of this important issue and for your service to the state of
North Dakota.

Mariah Bates



#15102

Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee,

“My name is Susan Draper and | reside in District 1. | am asking that you
please render a DO PASS on Senate Bill 2260.”

The state of North Dakota should be clear in its respect for the fundamental
right and responsibility of parents to be the primary directors of the
upbringing, education, and care of their children without the unwelcome
influence from activist educators and government overreach.

Thank you for your consideration on this important issue and thank you for
your service to the state of North Dakota.

Susan Draper



#15128

January 22, 2023

To Whom It May Concern,

My name is Tim Baumann and I live at 1308 35" Ave. SW in Minot. I am writing today to express
my opposition to SB 2260. This legislation is an incredible burden to place on professional
educators and school systems to appease a small number of individuals. It also does little to
acknowledge and respect the professional credentials of educators, who by the time they reach the
classroom, have met or surpassed numerous licensing requirements.

Respectfully Submitted,
Tim Baumann

1308 35™ Ave. SW
Minot, ND 58701



#15135

Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee,

“My name is Lisa Pulkrabek and | reside in District 31. | am asking that you please
render a DO PASS on Senate Bill 2260.”

The state of North Dakota should be clear in its respect for the fundamental right and
responsibility of parents to be the primary directors of the upbringing, education, and
care of their children without the unwelcome influence from activist educators and
government overreach.

Thank you for your consideration on this important issue and thank you for your service
to the state of North Dakota.

Lisa Pulkrabek


mailto:wadenlisa@aol.com
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Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee,

“My name is Wade Pulkrabek and | reside in District 31. | am asking that you please
render a DO PASS on Senate Bill 2260.”

The state of North Dakota should be clear in its respect for the fundamental right and
responsibility of parents to be the primary directors of the upbringing, education, and
care of their children without the unwelcome influence from activist educators and
government overreach.

Thank you for your consideration on this important issue and thank you for your service
to the state of North Dakota.

Wade Pulkrabek



#15259

Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee,

My name is Andrea Leingang and | reside in District 34. | am asking that you please render a DO PASS on
Senate Bill 2260.

The state of North Dakota should be clear in its respect for the fundamental right and responsibility of
parents to be the primary directors of the upbringing, education, and care of their children without the
unwelcome influence from activist educators and government overreach.

Thank you for your consideration on this important issue and thank you for your service to the state of
North Dakota.

Thank you for your consideration of this important issue and for your service to the state of
North Dakota.



#15353

Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee,

My name is Cionda (C.C.) Holter and I reside in District 3. | am asking that you
please render a DO PASS on Senate Bill 2260.

The state of North Dakota should be clear in its respect for the fundamental
right and responsibility of parents to be the primary directors of the
upbringing, education, and care of their children without the unwelcome
influence from activist educators and government overreach.

Thank you for your consideration on this important issue and thank you for
your service to the state of North Dakota.

Cionda (C.C.) Holter
701-580-4746



#15354

Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee,

My name is Jacob R. Holter and | reside in District 3. | am asking that you
please render a DO PASS on Senate Bill 2260.

The state of North Dakota should be clear in its respect for the fundamental
right and responsibility of parents to be the primary directors of the
upbringing, education, and care of their children without the unwelcome
influence from activist educators and government overreach.

Thank you for your consideration on this important issue and thank you for
your service to the state of North Dakota.

Jacob R Holter



Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee,

“My name is Kimberly Bieber and | reside in District 0702. | am asking that you
please render a DO PASS on Senate Bill 2260.”

The state of North Dakota should be clear in its respect for the fundamental
right and responsibility of parents to be the primary directors of the
upbringing, education, and care of their children without the unwelcome
influence from activist educators and government overreach.

Thank you for your consideration on this important issue and thank you for
your service to the state of North Dakota.

Kimberly Bieber

#15447
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ALLIANCE DEFENDING

FREEDOM

FOR FAITH. FOR JUSTICE

North Dakota Senate Judiciary Committee
Senate Bill 2260

Written Testimony of Matt Sharp
Senior Counsel, Alliance Defending Freedom

Alliance Defending Freedom is the nation’s leading nonprofit legal
organization that advocates for religious liberty, free speech, life, and marriage and
the family. We regularly analyze proposed laws and their effect on constitutional
freedoms. ADF also currently represents families in several states who have
personally suffered under government policies that deprive parents of their right to
raise and educate their children consistent with their beliefs and values.

Everyone should care about how children are raised. They become our
nation’s leaders, after all. Everyone should also be able to agree that, in nearly
every case, parents are best positioned to protect their children’s health and
welfare.

Parents take care of us before we can take care of ourselves. They bring us
into the world. They teach us to walk, to talk, to love. They prepare us to enter
society and live as upstanding citizens. Of all the people who share in shaping a
child’s moral character and the adults they become—from teachers and coaches to
spiritual mentors, extended family, and others—parents have far and away the
deepest and most enduring influence.

Therefore, our laws must protect the right and ability of parents to direct the
care and upbringing of their children. We must support parents by giving them the
tools and support they need as they nurture and prepare children for adulthood.

Sadly, we are seeing growing instances nationwide of government officials
actively seeking to replace parents as the ultimate determiners of what's best for
children. Some schools are indoctrinating students into divisive ideology that
subject them to unequal treatment because of their race, ethnicity, religion, and
other characteristics. Government policies are promoting a destructive gender
ideology and even keeping students’ mental health struggles secret from parents.
And medical institutions are performing harmful, experimental procedures on
children who experience a sense of disconnection between their sex and their
internal sense of gender.

North Dakota SB 2260
Written Testimony of Matt Sharp Page 1



e A Madison Metropolitan School District policy instructed district employees
to assist children of any age to adopt a transgender identity at school upon
the child’s request, without notice to or consent from parents. The policy
required teachers and staff to conceal this action from the parents and even
instructed employees to deceive the parents by calling the child by his or her
preferred name at school but using the child’s birth name around his or her
parents to keep them in the dark.

e A 12-year-old student in the Kettle Moraine School District in Wisconsin was
experiencing increased anxiety and depression, and a school counseling
program pushed her to say she wanted to be a boy. Her parents wanted to
give her time to work out her anxiety and depression, but school officials said
that no matter the parents’ wishes, they would refer to the couple’s daughter
by whatever name and pronoun she chose. The school blatantly ignored the
parents’ decisions regarding their child’s mental health.

e A school district policy in Albemarle County, Virginia sowed racially divisive
ideology into the classroom. The policy mandated classroom activities that
demeaned and attacked students based on their race, ethnicity, and religion.
It also forced them to support ideas that go against their beliefs. Parents are
unable to opt their children out of lessons that include hostile racial
stereotyping, and as a result, these children are being taught to judge
everyone and everything through the lens of race.

e Parents with children enrolled in Harrisonburg, Virginia Public Schools were
being excluded from conversations about their children’s mental health, and
teachers were forced to deceive parents about their children’s struggles.
Under district policy, teachers were required to affirm the school board’s view
on gender identity by using any name and pronoun a student requests. This
policy also forbids staff from sharing this information with parents.

e And in Jacksonville, Florida, a family was devasted when they received a call
that their elementary-aged daughter had attempted to hang herself in the
bathroom at school. As the family pressed for answers from school officials,
they discovered that their daughter had been struggling with gender
confusion. The school had been pushing this confusion, referring to the young
girl by male pronouns and hiding the young girl’s struggles from the parents
because of hostility against the family’s faith.

SB 2260 will help ensure that what happened to these families does not
happen to families in North Dakota. Parents’ choices about how best to raise their
children should not be ignored or overruled by school officials. Instead, it is in kids’
best interests for parents to be involved any ti