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Relating to the display of mobility-impaired parking permits; and to provide a penalty. 

9:00 a.m. Chairman D. Ruby called the meeting to order. 

Members Present: Chairman D. Ruby, Representatives Christianson, Dressler, 
Finley-DeVille, Hendrix, Johnston, Kasper, Koppelman, Maki, Morton, Osowski, Schatz 
Members Absent: Vice Chair Grueneich, Representative Frelich 

Discussion Topics: 
• Accessibility in placement of placards
• Parking permits on vehicle tag
• Removal of placards while driving

9:03 a.m. Representative Toman, District 34, Introduced HB 

1137.  9:14 a.m. Chairman D. Ruby closed the hearing.

9:14 a.m. Representative Koppleman moved a Do Pass.

9:15 a.m. Representative Morton seconded the motion. 

Representatives Vote 
Representative Dan Ruby Y 
Representative Jim Grueneich AB 
Representative Nels Christianson Y 
Representative Ty Dressler Y 
Representative Lisa Finley-DeVille Y 
Representative Kathy Frelich AB 
Representative Jared Hendrix Y 
Representative Daniel Johnston Y 
Representative Jim Kasper Y 
Representative Ben Koppelman Y 
Representative Roger A. Maki Y 
Representative Desiree Morton Y 
Representative Doug Osowski Y 
Representative Mike Schatz Y 

9:16 a.m. Motion passed 12-0-2. 

9:16 a.m. Representative Morton will carry the bill.
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Additional written testimony:  

Ian Sweep submitted testimony in favor #29246.

9:17 a.m. Chairman D. Ruby closed the hearing.

Janae Pinks, Committee Clerk 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
HB 1137 (25.0548.01000)

Transportation Committee (Rep. D. Ruby, Chairman) recommends DO PASS (12 YEAS,
0 NAYS, 2 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1137 was placed on the Eleventh order on the
calendar.

https://ndlegis.gov/assembly/69-2025/regular/documents/25-0548-01000.pdf


Regarding HB 1137: 

 

I'm permanently confined to wheelchair use due to a motor vehicle accident that occurred while 
working in May of 2007, and as such, 2 parking placards have been issued to me in order to utilize 
designated parking spots.  

This simple change to the law prevents an "annoyance" penalty in my opinion. As an example, if I 
forgot to hang my placard on the center rear-view mirror, I would be subject to a penalty of $5 as 
that the one only location the law currently allows. The bill in front of you adds five simple words to 
create a second legal location for the placard to be placed.  

In my opinion, this targets ONLY individuals who are otherwise legally parked and is simply an 
"annoyance" fee because the official had to exit their vehicle (otherwise the penalty would be $100 
for parking illegally). 

The simple addition of five words matters. If I, for example, forgot to hang the placard before exiting 
my vehicle, I'm still able to place the placard on my dashboard; however, it is physically impossible 
to reach the center mirror without reentering my vehicle. The physical toll of reentering my vehicle 
again to simply hang the placard is an undue burden considering I am still able to place the placard 
on my dashboard after exiting my vehicle.  

 

I humbly ask this committee to issue a “Do Pass” suggestion to the other members of the Chamber.  

 

Thank you, 

 

Ian Sweep 

#29246
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Relating to the display of mobility-impaired parking permits; and to provide a penalty. 

 
11:30 a.m. Chairman Clemens opened the hearing. 
 
Members present: Chairman Clemens, Vice Chairwoman Cory, Senator Hogan, Senator 
Klein, Senator Paulson, Senator Rummel 
 
Discussion Topics: 

• Physical ability to display handicap placard 
 
11:30 a.m. Representative Toman, District 34, introduced HB 1137 and testified in favor.  
 
11:36 a.m. Chairman Clemens closed the hearing. 
 
11:36 a.m. Senator Rummel moved a Do Pass. 
 
11:36 a.m. Senator Paulson seconded the motion. 
 

Senators Vote 

Senator David A. Clemens Y 
Senator Claire Cory Y 
Senator Kathy Hogan Y 
Senator Jerry Klein Y 
Senator Bob Paulson AB 
Senator Dean Rummel Y 

 
Motion passed 5-0-1. 
 
Senator Rummel will carry the bill. 
 
Additional written testimony:  
 
Kathrin Volochenko, Treasurer, Nonpartisan League, submitted written testimony in favor 
#37772. 
 
Ian Sweep submitted written testimony in favor #38082. 
 
11:37 a.m. Chairman Clemens adjourned the meeting. 
 
Chance Anderson, Committee Clerk 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
HB 1137 (25.0548.01000)

Transportation Committee (Sen. Clemens, Chairman) recommends DO PASS (5 YEAS,
0 NAYS, 1 ABSENT OR EXCUSED AND NOT VOTING). HB 1137 was placed on the
Fourteenth order on the calendar. This bill does not affect workforce development.

https://ndlegis.gov/assembly/69-2025/regular/documents/25-0548-01000.pdf


Greetings Mr./Madam Chair, members of the Committee, I’m Kathrin Volochenko 
of the Nonpartisan League 
 
I request that this committee bring HB 1137 to the floor with a “Do Pass” 
recommendation.  
 

As a person who uses mobility-impaired placards, in one of my vehicles I 
do have difficulty hanging the placard on the rearview mirror post mount as there 
are cables for the electronics that make it difficult to to do so. So there I am 
struggling to get the flexible vinyl placard hook aligned just right so that it will 
actually go around the cables and hang in place.  
 

Also sometimes I do have difficulty reaching up to perform this task. And 
I’m reasonably fit, so I can just well imagine how a person who isn’t as tall or is 
not as fit, must struggle to hang this placard in just the proper spot just so that 
they won’t be issued a non-compliance (“annoyance”) citation when just placing it 
on top of the dashboard in plain view would accomplish the same objective. 
 
In conclusion, adding those five words as quoted below changes everything for a 
person who has had much difficulty complying with the current law. 
 
“6. A certificate issued under this section must be hung from the rearview mirror 
or placed on the dashboard.”   
 
Thank you for your time and attention. 

#37772



Regarding HB 1137: 

 

I'm permanently confined to wheelchair use due to a motor vehicle accident that occurred while working in May of 
2007, and as such, 2 parking placards have been issued to me in order to utilize designated parking spots.  

This simple change to the law prevents an "annoyance" penalty in my opinion. As an example, if I forgot to hang my 
placard on the center rear-view mirror, I would be subject to a penalty of $5 as that the one only location the law 
currently allows. The bill in front of you adds five simple words to create a second legal location for the placard to 
be placed.  

In my opinion, this targets ONLY individuals who are otherwise legally parked and is simply an "annoyance" fee 
because the official had to exit their vehicle (otherwise the penalty would be $100 for parking illegally). 

The simple addition of five words matters. If I, for example, forgot to hang the placard before exiting my vehicle, I'm 
still able to place the placard on my dashboard; however, it is physically impossible to reach the center mirror 
without reentering my vehicle. The physical toll of reentering my vehicle again to simply hang the placard is an 
undue burden considering I am still able to place the placard on my dashboard after exiting my vehicle.  

 

I humbly ask this committee to issue a “Do Pass” suggestion to the other members of the Chamber.  

 

Thank you, 

Ian Sweep 

 

Additional information for the Senate Transportation Committee: 

 

Based on some of the questions asked during the House Transportation Committee, I would like to address those 
concerns: 

“Why doesn’t the individual use plates?” 

There are a few reasons: State Law doesn’t require plates, some individuals who qualify for placards may not be 
able to drive so they wouldn’t have a vehicle to register with plates and placards are tied to the individual, and call 
it ego or vanity but when driving I personally don’t want to advertise to everyone else on the road that I’m disabled.  

“Why doesn’t the person leave the placard hanging all the time?” 

It should be noted that the placard reads at the top, “IMPORTANT: REMOVE BEFORE DRIVING VEHICLE.” It is 
considered by law enforcement to be an obstructed view, and law enforcement will stop a person who does this. 

#38082
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