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2025 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

Political Subdivisions Committee
Room JW327B, State Capitol

HB 1162
1/16/2025

A BILL for an Act to amend and reenact subsection 1 of section 61-39-03 of the North
Dakota Century Code, relating to the board of directors of the Lake Agassiz water
authority.

3:28 p.m. Chairman Longmuir called the meeting to order.

Members Present: Chairman Longmuir, Vice-Chairman Fegley, Vice-Chairman Jonas,
Representatives Bolinske, Hager, Hatlestad, Heilman, Klemin, Motschenbacher, Toman,
Warrey

Members Absent: Representatives Davis, Ostlie

Discussion Topics:
e West Fargo expansion
e Primary focus of Lake Agassiz Water Authority

3:29 p.m. Representative Austin Shauer, North Dakota Representative for District 13,
introduced the bill and provided testimony #29613.

3:33 p.m. Terry Effertz, Lake Agassiz Water Authority, testified in favor and provided
testimony #29624.

3:35 p.m. Merri Mooridian, Administrative Officer of the Garrison Diversion Conservancy
District, testified in favor and provided testimony #29346.

3:37 p.m. Representative Hager moved a Do Pass.

3:37 p.m. Representative Jonas seconded the motion.

Representatives \"
Representative Donald W. Longmuir
Representative Clayton Fegley
Representative Jim Jonas
Representative Macy Bolinske
Representative Jayme Davis
Representative LaurieBeth Hager
Representative Patrick R. Hatlestad
Representative Matthew Heilman
Representative Lawrence R. Klemin
Representative Mike Motschenbacher
Representative Mitch Ostlie
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Representative Nathan Toman
Representative Jonathan Warrey

<<

3:39 p.m. Motion passed 11-0-2

3:39 p.m. Representative Jonas will carry the bill.

Additional written testimony:

Bernie Dardis, Mayor of City of West Fargo, submitted testimony in favor #29464

Timothy Mahoney, Mayor of the City of Fargo and Chair of Lake Agassiz Water Authority,
submitted testimony in favor #29347

3:39 p.m. Chairman Longmuir closed the hearing.

Wyatt Armstrong, Committee Clerk



Com Standing Committee Report Module ID: h_stcomrep_06_018
January 16, 2025 3:45PM Carrier: Jonas

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
HB 1162 (25.0653.01000)

Political Subdivisions Committee (Rep. Longmuir, Chairman) recommends DO PASS
(11 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 2 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1162 was placed on the Eleventh
order on the calendar.
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#29346

Testimony of Merri Mooridian, Garrison Diversion Administrative Officer
HB 1162
House Political Subdivisions Committee
Bismarck, North Dakota — January 16, 2025

Good afternoon, Chairman Longmuir and members of the House Political Subdivisions
Committee. Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of HB1162. My name is Merri
Mooridian, Administrative Officer of the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District (Garrison
Diversion) and Deputy Program Manager of Red River Valley Water Supply Project
Administration. Garrison Diversion is a cosponsor of the Red River Valley Water Supply Project
along with the Lake Agassiz Water Authority (Lake Agassiz).

I am here to voice Garrison Diversion’s support for the legislation to amend North Dakota
Century Code related to the Lake Agassiz Water Authority board of directors.

Garrison Diversion and LAWA have been a unified voice for the Red River Valley Water
Supply Project since Lake Agassiz’s formation by the state legislature in 2003.

We are in favor of modifying the existing Century Code to allow for representatives from
two differing cities with a population greater than 40,000 located east of state highway 1 and
south of state highway 200. Adding additional representation to the board will allow for a
broader voice for Project users.

The Red River Valley Water Supply Project is currently under construction and our ultimate
goal is to have the project completed in 2032. Garrison Diversion and Lake Agassiz are proud to
be working together to help this historic project come to fruition. Thank you for allowing my

testimony today.
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Dear Chairman Longmuir and Members of the House Political Subdivisions Committee,

We, Mayor Timothy Mahoney of Fargo and Mayor Brandon Bochenski of Grand Forks serving
as the Chair and Vice-Chair of Lake Agassiz Water Authority, submit this joint testimony in
strong support of House Bill 1162 to increase the number of board members representing cities
with populations greater than forty thousand, located east of State Highway 1 and south of State
Highway 200, from one to two.

This change is essential to ensure fair and balanced representation for North Dakota on the
Lake Agassiz Water Authority board. While Moorhead, Minnesota, already has representation
on the board, it is imperative that our state’s largest cities Fargo, West Fargo, and Grand Forks
have an equitable voice in decisions affecting the project. The inclusion of a second member
would provide a stronger platform for North Dakota’s perspectives and priorities in shaping the
future of water resource management.

Fargo and Grand Forks together represent nearly a quarter of the state’s population, and play
pivotal roles in the economic vitality of the region. Our cities bring distinct, complementary
perspectives on water resource challenges and opportunities. Increasing representation
ensures these unique viewpoints are properly considered and allows the board to make better-
informed decisions that reflect the interests of the entire region.

This bill is not merely about representation; it is about achieving equity and ensuring that the
governance of the Lake Agassiz Water Authority reflects the population it serves. The addition
of a second North Dakota representative for cities of this size will ensure that our state’s voice is
proportionally represented, fostering collaborative leadership and balanced decision-making.

We respectfully urge the committee to support this bill and thank you for considering this
important measure. Please feel free to reach out with any questions or if further information
would be helpful.

Sincerely,

Y

Mayor of Fargo, North Dakota

o @ (>

Brandon Bochenski
Mayor of Grand Forks, North Dakota
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WEST
A

A CITY ON THE GROW

Testimony in Support HB 1162
Presented to the House Political Subdivisions Committee
Prepared by Bernie Dardis, Mayor, City of West Fargo
Thursday, January 16, 2025

Mr. Chairman and members of the House Political Subdivisions Committee:

Thank you for accepting my written testimony in support of House Bill 1162
amending the selection of the Board of Directors for the Lake Agassiz Water
Authority (LAWA) to include West Fargo.

LAWA represents local water users who utilize the Red River Valley Water
Supply Project (RRVWSP) which is critical to the preservation and future of the
water supply in the Red River Valley. Upon project completion, West Fargo will
be the third largest user of water from the RRVWSP behind Grand Forks and
Fargo.

Based on current North Dakota Century Code, | represent West Fargo as a
non-voting, Associate Board Member of LAWA. This bill will allow West Fargo to
have a voting interest on the Board of Directors to represent our community’s
interest in RRVWSP and the future of West Fargo's clean and safe drinking water.

| am grateful to LAWA and to the Legislators Representing the West Fargo
community for initiating this bill for understanding the importance of equitable
representation on the LAWA board. | strongly urge a do pass and thank you for
your consideration.

Sincerely,

SENNRAS

Bernie Dardis, Mayor
City of West Fargo
bernie.dardis@westfargond.gov
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#29613

Good afternoon, Chairman Longmuir and members of the Political
Subs Committee.

My name is AS, D13, WE.

House Bill 1162 seeks to recognize the remarkable growth of West
Fargo and ensure its representation on the Lake Agassiz Water
Authority (LAWA) Board of Directors.

The LAWA Board plays a critical role in shaping water policy and
infrastructure for our region—decisions that directly affect the
future of our communities.

Currently, the West Fargo Mayor serves as an associate member of
the board, a status that allows participation but no voting power.

This arrangement made sense years ago when the city's footprint
was small, but West Fargo has grown immensely over the past
decade especially in its school enrollment.

This growth brings with it an increasing reliance on the board's
decisions. West Fargo's water needs, economic vitality, and future
development are deeply tied to the policies adopted by LAWA board.

Yet, under the current structure, the city has no formal vote, no true
seat at the table. HB 1162 calls for change.

It is curious to note Moorhead, MN holds voting power on the board.

While we recognize Moorhead is an important stakeholder, its
influence should not outweigh that of West Fargo.

HB 1162 proposes a straightforward solution: transition the West
Fargo Mayor from an associate member to a full voting member
of the LAWA. (Subsection 1b, line 9).

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am open for questions.
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Lake Agassiz www lakeagassiz.org | 701-652-3194
Water Authgrity PO Box 140, Carrington, ND 58421

Dear Chairman Longmuir and Members of the House Political Subdivisions Committee,

We, Mayor Timothy Mahoney of Fargo and Mayor Brandon Bochenski of Grand Forks serving as
the Chair and Vice-Chair of Lake Agassiz Water Authority, submit this joint testimony in strong
support of House Bill 1162 to increase the number of board members representing cities with
populations greater than forty thousand, located east of State Highway 1 and south of State
Highway 200, from one to two.

This change is essential to ensure fair and balanced representation for North Dakota on the
Lake Agassiz Water Authority board. While Moorhead, Minnesota, already has representation
on the board, it is imperative that our state’s largest cities Fargo, West Fargo, and Grand Forks
have an equitable voice in decisions affecting the project. The inclusion of a second member
would provide a stronger platform for North Dakota’s perspectives and priorities in shaping the
future of water resource management.

Fargo and Grand Forks together represent nearly a quarter of the state’s population, and play
pivotal roles in the economic vitality of the region. Our cities bring distinct, complementary
perspectives on water resource challenges and opportunities. Increasing representation
ensures these unique viewpoints are properly considered and allows the board to make better-
informed decisions that reflect the interests of the entire region.

This bill is not merely about representation; it is about achieving equity and ensuring that the
governance of the Lake Agassiz Water Authority reflects the population it serves. The addition
of a second North Dakota representative for cities of this size will ensure that our state’s voice
is proportionally represented, fostering collaborative leadership and balanced decision-making.

We respectfully urge the committee to support this bill and thank you for considering this
important measure. Please feel free to reach out with any questions or if further information
would be helpful.

Sincerely,

Timothy Mahoney
Mayor of Fargo, North Dakota

A (2

Brandon Bochenski
Mayor of Grand Forks, North Dakota
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2025 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

State and Local Government Committee
Room JW216, State Capitol

HB 1162
4/3/2025

Relating to the board of directors of the Lake Agassiz water authority.

9:00 a.m. Chair Roers called the hearing to order.

Members Present: Chairman Roers; Vice Chair Castaneda; Senators: Barta, Braunberger,
Lee and Walen.

Discussion Topics:
e Mayor of West Fargo
e Water policy

9:00 a.m. Representative Schauer, District #13, introduced the bill and submitted testimony
#44604.

9:05 a.m. Dr. Tim Mahoney, Mayor of Fargo, testified in favor.
9:10 a.m. Senator Walen moved Do Pass.

9:10 a.m. Senator Castaneda seconded the motion.

Senators V
Senator Kristin Roers
Senator Jose L. Castaneda
Senator Jeff Barta
Senator Ryan Braunberger
Senator Judy Lee
Senator Chuck Walen

Motion Passed 6-0-0
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Senator will Lee carry the bill.

Additional written testimony:

Bernie Dardis, Mayor City of West Fargo, submitted testimony in favor #44513.
9:11 a.m. Chair Roers closed the hearing.

Susan Helbling, Committee Clerk



Com Standing Committee Report Module ID: s_stcomrep_54_009
April 3, 2025 1:16PM Carrier: Lee

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
HB 1162 (25.0653.01000)

State and Local Government Committee (Sen. Roers, Chairman) recommends DO
PASS (6 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT OR EXCUSED AND NOT VOTING). HB 1162 was
placed on the Fourteenth order on the calendar. This bill does not affect workforce
development.

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 1 s_stcomrep_54_009
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A ‘WEST

A CITY ON THE GROW

Testimony in Support HB 1162
Presented to the Senate State and Local Government Committee
Prepared by Bernie Dardis, Mayor, City of West Fargo
Thursday, April 3, 2025

Chairman Roers and members of the Senate State and Local Government
Committee:

Thank you for accepting my written testimony in support of House Bill 1162
amending the selection of the Board of Directors for the Lake Agassiz Water
Authority (LAWA) to include West Fargo.

LAWA represents local water users who utilize the Red River Valley Water
Supply Project (RRVWSP) which is critical to the preservation and future of the
water supply in the Red River Valley. Upon project completion, West Fargo will
be the third largest user of water from the RRVWSP behind Grand Forks and
Fargo.

Based on current North Dakota Century Code, | represent West Fargo as a
non-voting, Associate Board Member of LAWA. This bill will allow West Fargo to
have a voting interest on the Board of Directors to represent our community’s
interest in RRVWSP and the future of West Fargo's clean and safe drinking water.

| am grateful fo LAWA and to the Legislators Representing the West Fargo
community for initiating this bill for understanding the importance of equitable
representation on the LAWA board. | strongly urge a do pass and thank you for
your consideration.

Sincerely,

SRR

Bernie Dardis, Mayor
City of West Fargo
bernie.dardis@westfargond.gov

Page 1 of 1
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Good morning, Madam Chair Roers and members of the State and
Local Government Committee.

My name is Austen Schauer, representing District 13 in West Fargo.

House Bill 1162 seeks to place the Mayor of West Fargo on the
Lake Agassiz Water Authority (LAWA) Board of Directors.

The LAWA Board plays a critical role in shaping water policy and
infrastructure for our region—decisions that directly affect the
future of our communities.

Currently, the West Fargo Mayor serves as an associate member of
the board, a status that allows participation but no voting power.

This arrangement made sense years ago when the city's footprint
was small, but West Fargo has grown immensely over the past
decade especially in its school enrollment.

This growth brings with it an increasing reliance on the board's
decisions. West Fargo's water needs, economic vitality, and future

development are deeply tied to the policies adopted by LAWA board.

Yet, under the current structure, the city has no formal vote, no true
seat at the table. It is curious to note neighboring Moorhead in
Minnesota holds voting power on the board.

While we recognize Moorhead is an important stakeholder; its
influence should not outweigh that of West Fargo.

HB 1162 calls for the Mayor of West Fargo to become a member of
the Lake Agassiz Water Authority Board of Directors. (Subsection
1b, line 9).

We ask for your support.

Thank you, Madam Chair. I am open to questions.

#44604
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