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2025 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

Political Subdivisions Committee
Room JW327B, State Capitol

HB 1254
1/30/2025

A BILL for an Act to amend and reenact subsection 4 of section 54-24-03 of the North
Dakota Century Code, relating to the powers and duties of the state librarian.

9:29 a.m. Chairman Longmuir opened the hearing.

Members Present: Chairman Longmuir, Vice-Chairman Fegley, Vice-Chairman Jonas,
Representatives Bolinske, Hager, Hatlestad, Heilman, Klemin, Motschenbacher, Ostlie,
Toman, Warrey

Members Absent: Representative Davis

Discussion Topics:
e Return rate of materials
e State library rules and policies
e State library funding

9:29 a.m. Representative Eric Murphy, North Dakota Representative for District 43,
introduced the bill, testified in favor, and provided testimony #32823.

9:32 a.m. Mary Soucie, North Dakota State Librarian, testified in favor and provided
testimony #32596.

9:39 a.m. Representative Klemin moved to Amend and strike line 8.

9:39 a.m. Representative Ostlie seconded the motion.

Representatives \'
Representative Donald W. Longmuir
Representative Clayton Fegley
Representative Jim Jonas
Representative Macy Bolinske
Representative Jayme Davis
Representative LaurieBeth Hager
Representative Patrick R. Hatlestad
Representative Matthew Heilman
Representative Lawrence R. Klemin
Representative Mike Motschenbacher
Representative Mitch Ostlie
Representative Nathan Toman
Representative Jonathan Warrey

(1]

K<< <<<<<><<<|Q




House Political Subdivisions Committee
HB 1254

Jan 30, 2025

Page 2

9:40 a.m. Motion Passed 12-0-1

9:40 a.m. Representative Hager moved to further Amend and change "residents of North
Dakota" to "Citizens of North Dakota".

9:41 a.m. Motion failed due to lack of a second.
9:43 a.m. Representative Klemin moved a Do Pass as Amended.

9:43 a.m. Representative Warrey seconded the motion.

Representatives \'
Representative Donald W. Longmuir
Representative Clayton Fegley
Representative Jim Jonas
Representative Macy Bolinske
Representative Jayme Davis
Representative LaurieBeth Hager
Representative Patrick R. Hatlestad
Representative Matthew Heilman
Representative Lawrence R. Klemin
Representative Mike Motschenbacher
Representative Mitch Ostlie
Representative Nathan Toman
Representative Jonathan Warrey
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9:43 a.m. Motion passed 11-1-1
9:44 a.m. Representative Heilman will carry the bill.

Additional written testimony:

Andrea Placher, President of the North Dakota Library Association, submitted testimony in
favor #31201

Cindy Aaser, Hazer Public Library, submitted testimony in favor #31297

Kerrianne Boetcher, Library Director for the Ward County Public Library, submitted testimony
in favor #32621

9:44 a.m. Chairman Longmuir closed the hearing.

Wyatt Armstrong, Committee Clerk
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Sixty-ninth :)/{3’
Legislative Assembly \ 7 3 4
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HOUSE BILL NO. 1254 | (}L
Introduced by

Representatives Murphy, Hanson, Ista, Schreiber-Beck

Senators Barta, Cleary

A BILL for an Act to amend and reenact subsection 4 of section 54-24-03 of the North Dakota

Century Code, relating to the powers and duties of the state librarian.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Subsection 4 of section 54-24-03 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
4. Make library materials available to libraries throughout the state, to individuals

connected with departments of state, and to citizens of North Dakota-whe-de-ret-have
I " tacilitiosundert : : " :

Page No. 1 25.1096.01001



Com Standing Committee Report Module ID: h_stcomrep_16_013

January 30, 2025 2:37PM Carrier: Heilman
Insert LC: 25.1096.01001 Title: 02000

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
HB 1254

Political Subdivisions Committee (Rep. Longmuir, Chairman) recommends
AMENDMENTS (25.1096.01001) and when so amended, recommends DO PASS (11
YEAS, 1 NAY, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1254 was placed on the Sixth order on
the calendar.
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#31201

NDLA

North Dakota Library Association

Advocacy | Growth | Community

January 23,2025

Representative Longmuir and Members of the Political Subdivisions Committee,

My name is Andrea Placher, and | am the President of the North Dakota Library Association
(NDLA). We are a professional organization representing library employees and supporters
across school, public, academic, and special libraries in North Dakota. Our diverse
membership includes librarians, library staff, trustees, and friends affiliated with various
types and sizes of libraries.

I am writing to passionately advocate for HB 1254. Currently, 62 out of the 82 public libraries
in North Dakota are members of the OverDrive Consortium (Libby), giving our communities
access to a rich collection of over 65,000 eBooks, audiobooks, and magazines. By allowing
every North Dakotan to become a cardholder of the North Dakota State Library, we can
extend these invaluable resources to residents in the remaining 20 public library service
areas.

Access to the State Library will foster equity in library services and opportunities for all
North Dakotans. Many small communities in our state rely on local libraries, which often
face challenges such as limited staffing and restricted hours. This demonstrates the urgent
need for wider access to library resources.

As an association, we are proud advocates for libraries and their communities. Our
longstanding and positive relationship with the North Dakota State Library has been

instrumental in supporting our mission.

Thank you for considering this important initiative.

/ /
%' / ] dﬁrfﬁg/}/t/;?g. )

Andrea Placher

President | North Dakota Library Association
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HB 1254

Every citizen in North Dakota should have the right to get a library card with the state library. That state
library is just that a library for the entire population of the state to utilize. The state librarian should be
able to give cards to anyone that is a legal citizen of the state.
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Aorth, Dakota
State [.Eémr(j
TESTIMONY ON HB1254
POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS COMMITTEE
STATE LIBRARIAN MARY J. SOUCIE

Representative Longmuir and members of the committee,

For the record, | am State Librarian Mary Soucie, and | will provide information and
support for HB1254. The North Dakota State Library has three primary constituencies:
North Dakota libraries, state agencies, and North Dakota citizens.

Currently, statute says that we provide materials to citizens of North Dakota who do not
have adequate library facilities. There are 23 counties in North Dakota that do not have
countywide public library service and six counties that do not have any public library
service. In 2022, the State Library placed library vending machines in 9 of the 23
counties without countywide service.

Our physical collection has over 300,000 items in it. We also participate in the North
Dakota Library2Go e-materials consortium. The collection includes over 65,000 items.
The members of the consortium include 62 of the 82 public libraries in the state.

The State Library has long issued library cards to all North Dakotans, and we are
hoping to align Century Code with our current practices. Citizens that live in a
community with a library that has limited hours or a library that doesn’t participate in the
e-materials consortium have access to our collections as well as the ability to request
an InterLibrary Loan from another library. From my research, | believe that we are the
only state library in the country that will mail library materials directly to a patron rather
than requiring them to request materials through their local library. Currently, the State
Library pays the postage to the patron and the patron is responsible to return the item to
us either in person or through the mail. We do not anticipate any fiscal impact from this
change.

Chairman Longmuir and members of the committee, thank you for your time today and |
am happy to answer any questions.
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Phone 701-852-5388
Toll Free 1-800-932-8932
PO Box 5005

Minot, ND 58702

225, 3rdiSt. SE

Minot, ND 58701

January 29, 2025

Chairman Longmuir and the Members of the House Political Subdivisions Committee,

My name is Kerrianne Boetcher, and I am the Ward County Public Library director in
Minot, North Dakota. I am asking you to support HB 1254, and I am joining my fellow librarians
in asking you to do so.

While most of our public libraries in the state are members of North Dakota Library2Go,
our local Overdrive Consortium (Libby), many of our communities do not have access to these
materials.

Access to the State Library through a State Library card will open up resources and
opportunities for many North Dakotans. I was fortunate enough to get a state library card as a
young child in a small town, and it opened up a whole realm of information that I didn’t even
know existed.

Our small communities are restricted in their access by the challenges faced by their local
libraries, such as staffing, restricted hours, and restricted budgets.

Libraries are vital to North Dakota, and the State Library is a vital part of our network,
which should be available to all North Dakotans. I ask that you support libraries in North Dakota
and vote in favor of HB 1254 as proposed.

Respectfully,

i -

Kerrianne Boetcher
Library Director

Ward Coun.ty' Public Library kboetcher@wardnd.gov
701-857-6471
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HB1254

Bill Testimony

Rep. Eric J. Murphy
District 43, Grand Forks

This bill is introduced on behalf of the State Librarian.

The intent of this bill is to expand library privileges at the State Library to all North Dakotans by
allowing any North Dakotan to obtain a library card to the State Library as referenced in NDCC
54-24-03.

This new language strikes the language that required an individual to live in an area without
adequate library facilities as a requirement for a library card. Hence, this new language
removes this restriction.

This is a simple change in wording that was brought to my attention by the State Librarian, who
is in support of this language change.
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2025 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

State and Local Government Committee
Room JW216, State Capitol

HB 1254
4/3/2025

Relating to the powers and duties of the state librarian.

9:45 a.m. Chair Roers called the hearing to order.

Members Present: Chairman Roers; Vice Chair Castaneda; Senators: Barta, Braunberger,
Lee and Walen.

Discussion Topics:
e Access to every North Dakota citizen
e State library card

9:45 a.m. Representative Murphy, District #43, introduced the bill and submitted testimony
#44355.

9:48 a.m. Steven Hammel, Patron Services Director North Dakota State Library, testified in
favor and submitted testimony #44453.

9:54 a.m. Senator Barta moved Do Pass.

9:54 a.m. Senator Lee seconded the motion.

Senators V
Senator Kristin Roers
Senator Jose L. Castaneda
Senator Jeff Barta
Senator Ryan Braunberger
Senator Judy Lee
Senator Chuck Walen

Motion Passed 6-0-0
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Senator Barta will carry the bill.
Additional written testimony:

Kerrianne Boetcher, Library Director Ward County Public Library, submitted testimony in
favor #44473.

Mary Soucie, State Librarian, North Dakota State Library, submitted testimony in favor #44504.
9:55 a.m. Chair Roers closed the hearing.

Susan Helbling, Committee Clerk



Com Standing Committee Report Module ID: s_stcomrep_54_007
April 3, 2025 12:04PM Carrier: Barta

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
ENGROSSED HB 1254 (25.1096.02000)

State and Local Government Committee (Sen. Roers, Chairman) recommends DO
PASS (6 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT OR EXCUSED AND NOT VOTING). Engrossed HB

1254 was placed on the Fourteenth order on the calendar. This bill does not affect workforce
development.
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#44355

HB1254

Bill Testimony

Rep. Eric J. Murphy
District 43, Grand Forks

For the record, my name is Eric J. Murphy, and | represent District 43 in Grand Forks.
Chairman Roers and honorable members of the Senate State and Local Government
Committee, this bill is introduced on behalf of the State Librarian.

The intent of this bill is to expand library privileges at the State Library to all North Dakotans by
allowing any North Dakotan to obtain a library card to the State Library as referenced in NDCC
54-24-03.

This new language strikes the language that requires an individual to live in an area without
adequate library facilities as a requirement for a library card. Hence, this new language
removes this restriction and allows all North Dakotans the ability to hold a library card to check
out materials from the State Library.

This is a simple change in wording that was brought to my attention by the State Librarian, who
is in support of this language change.

| request a do pass on HB1254.



#44453

AMorth, Dakota
State ﬁo‘émfd

TESTIMONY ON HB1254
STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE
STEVEN A. HAMMEL, PATRON SERVICES DIRECTOR

Chair Roers and members of the committee,

For the record, | am Steve Hammel Patron Services Director at the State Library, and |
am testifying in favor of HB1254. Updating Century Code §53-24-03 will align state law
with the current practice of allowing any North Dakota citizen to apply for a North
Dakota State Library card.

The State Library mails materials to patrons in every part of the state from Hettinger in
the southwest to Cavalier in the northeast. These materials include items from the state
library’s collection as well as materials borrowed from libraries across the country.

A state library card provides North Dakota Citizens access to downloadable e-materials,
including books, audiobooks, and magazines. We have an array of other online library
resources that will help with school reports, provide opportunities to learn a new
language, or take an online class covering career training, hobbies, health, and more.

Chair Roers and members of the committee, thank you for your time. | will stand for any
questions.



#44473

Phone 701-852-5388

Toll Free 1-800-932-8932
PO Box 5005

Minot, ND 58702

225 3rd St-S5E
Minot, ND 58701

March 31, 2025

Chairman Roers and the Members of the Senate State and Local Government Committee,

My name is Kerrianne Boetcher, and I am the Ward County Public Library Director in Minot,
North Dakota. I am asking you to support HB 1254 and joining my fellow librarians in asking you to do
s0.

While most of our public libraries in the state are members of North Dakota Library2Go, our
local Overdrive Consortium (Libby), many of our communities do not have access to these materials.
This collection consists of over 65,000 eBooks, eAudiobooks, and magazines.

We also have North Dakota citizens who live in communities where their library is run by
volunteers and open only for limited hours, orthey do not have a local library at all. I grew up in one of
those communities. My hometown did not have a local library other than the small “library” at the local
café, which was short on children's materials. We were able to have the county bookmobile come once
every two weeks throughout the year, and then we shared a school librarian with a close town.

Access to the State Library through a State Library card will open up resources and opportunities
for many North Dakotans. I was fortunate enough to have a school librarian who helped me get a state
library card as a young child in a small town. I am forever thankful to her for opening up a whole realm of
information that I didn’t even know existed.

Our small communities are restricted in their access by the challenges of their local libraries, such
as staffing, limited hours, and restricted budgets. If they can access the State Library's resources, they will
be able to access that realm of information just as I was as a child.

Libraries are vital to North Dakota, and the State Library is an essential part of our network,
which should be available to all North Dakotans. Please support libraries in North Dakota and vote in
favor of HB 1254 as proposed.

Respecttully,

Wm %@%!W
Kerrianne Boetcher
Library Director

Ward County Public Library kboetcherwardnd.cov
701-857-6471




Aorth, Datota
State [.Eémr(j
TESTIMONY ON HB1254
STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE
STATE LIBRARIAN MARY J. SOUCIE

Chair Roers and members of the committee,

For the record, | am State Librarian Mary Soucie, and | am testifying in support of
HB1254. The North Dakota State Library has three primary constituencies: North
Dakota libraries, state agencies, and North Dakota citizens. Currently, statute says that
we provide materials to citizens of North Dakota who do not have adequate library
facilities. The State Library has long issued library cards to all North Dakotans, and we
are hoping to align Century Code with our current practices.

There are 23 counties in North Dakota that do not have countywide public library
service and six counties that do not have any public library service; those citizens are
eligible for a North Dakota State Library card under current Century Code language.
Citizens that live in a community with a library that has limited hours or a library that
does not participate in the e-materials consortium have access to our collections as well
as the ability to request an InterLibrary Loan from another library.

Our physical collection has over 300,000 items in it. We also participate in the North
Dakota Library2Go e-materials consortium. The e-materials collection includes over
65,000 items. The members of the consortium include 62 of the 82 public libraries in the
state.

From my research, | believe that we are the only state library in the country that will mail
library materials directly to a patron rather than requiring them to request materials
through their local library. Currently, the State Library pays the postage to the patron
and the patron is responsible to return the item to us either in person or through the
mail. We do not anticipate any fiscal impact from this change.

Chair Roers and members of the committee, thank you for your time today. | will stand
for any questions.

#44504
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