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The Forest Service received $1.2 million in federal funds in May 2001 for
community and private lands assistance associated with the United States
Department of Agriculture and Department of Interior’s National Fire Plan.
The funding requires a 50 percent cost-share match and is to be expended
over a three-year period for restoration and recovery, training and equipping
rural firefighters, building community capacity to reduce the wildfire risk, and
expanding local economic opportunities on private, state, and tribal lands.
The Forest Service has sufficient funding in the 2001-03 biennium budget for
the 50 percent cost-share match.

Community and private lands assistance.

Due to the unexpended 1999-2001 biennium appropriation authority being
$235,525, $85,525 more than anticipated, the Forest Service requested and
received approval from the State Board of Higher Education to utilize
$120,000 of the unexpended 1999-2001 biennium appropriation authority
rather than money in the State Forester reserve account for construction of
the tree storage building at the Towner nursery.  The Forest Service antici-
pates construction of the building to begin in spring 2002 and be completed
by fall 2002.

The Forest Service is using $20,000 of funding appropriated from nursery
tree sales for construction of an equipment storage building at the Lisbon
field office.  Construction began in December 2001, and the Forest Service
anticipates the building to be completed within budget in June 2003.

Capital improvements - The 2001 Legislative Assembly provided funding of
$140,000, of which $120,000 is from the State Forester reserve account and
$20,000 from nursery tree sales, for construction of an equipment storage build-
ing at the Lisbon field office ($20,000) and construction of a tree storage building
at the Towner nursery ($120,000).

Section 14 of Senate Bill No. 2003 allows the Forest Service, upon approval
from the Budget Section, to obtain and utilize any available funds in addition to
the $120,000 of special funds appropriated from the State Forester reserve
account to assist in the construction of the Towner nursery tree storage
building.
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