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Minutes;

Representatives Aarsvold, Bochm, Gulleson, Martinson, Monson, Wald, Wentz,

Representative Dean Hildebrand: A brief 7 minute overview video, (945) | want to touch

briefly on some of out major concerns, A big issuc is how many non residents do we have in
ND. The other issue will be, “find me a place to hunt™, Tam going to be asking for five
additional employees, one of which is a GPS, Global Position Specialist, We now manage 450
lakes with fish, We get requiests for docks, and tish cleaning stations. Wild Life Clubs help
maintain, We put up a 75 pereent cost and the club will do the 25, We need the help of these
Wild Life Clubs, but there is high maintenance, Of course we have more and more requests.

We have 150 fishing tournaments o year, These need to be monitored. These people are here tor
about a week. We have sold 22,000 non resident license, and not enough places to hunt, You
will see some signs, PLOTS, private land open to the sportsimen. We went (o the people with

CRP contracts, We told them we would pay for their seed or up to 20,00 per acre. But they
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would have to open it for walk in hunting, but only for the duration of the contract, This has
been a vital part of our program. We have 120,000 acres and 1 want to get to 140,000 acres. My
philosophy is 1 want to pay the land owner for the land we use. This has been a success story for
us. We would like to plant more pheasants in other arcas. We will need to get trees in those
areas,

Paul Schadewald; (3320) Chief Administrator to Services Division of ND Game and Fish

Department. Sce attached.

Representative Walds (4275) Will that be on your campus out where you are?

aul Schadewald: We are hoping it will be on the Fair property to the East, Continue with

attached.

Representative Wald: (4604) We used to get many complaints about leafy spurge. The

perception being, not enough being done to control weeds, What kind of a program with other
land owners or agencies do you have on the leafy spurge.

Paul Schadewald; We have done major change on that . One of the reasons for that the flea

beetle has been planted, harvested and distributed becetles to neighbors. Some cases we still do
some spraying which is not very cffective. It hasn’t taken care of all of it, but is much more
except able. Continue attached.

Representative Gulleson; (5800) Is the over abundance of deer state wide or just in ccrtain
arcas,

Paul Schadewald: Not so much in the Western part of the state, but in the North West and the
Eastern half there are very high levels, We have tried to issue more licenses, See attached

depredation, ‘There is no short casy policy on how you can manage deet.




Page 3

Education and Environment Division
Bill/Resolution Number HB1019
Hearing Date January 16, 2201

Dean Hildebrand: The best way to protect them is to call the Game and Fish Department. We

build hay proof hay yards. We buy the material if they put it up. 1t has been very effective.
Deer do bunch up in the snow. We buy hay from the farmers but they need to distribute it

Representative Aarsvold: (69) We tried to buy fishing ficense in Minnesota last ycar, We were

told you had to have certain computer linkages to St. Paul before you could get # license. 1 hope
the Department is not Jooking to that as a solution to licensing,

Dean Hildebrand: We have many pages on out web site but we also know in rural ND we still

need to deliver services Lo that customer, So we will continue the paper of licensing,

Representative Wald: (229) People are ready to pay more for license rather than give up the

conveniences, Your personnel, how many have opted to move from the defined benefit

retirement plan to the defined contribution?

Dean Hildebrand: [ think two, We work very hard to establish a hunter, landowner relationship

ot relationship with Game and Fish Department. The 44 million dollar CREP Program, that goes
directly to the farmers, as well as the CRP Program, With the lake levels we work with the core
of engineers to try to maintam those levels, That is o real struggle.

Representative Wentz: Doces anyone clse wish to appear in opposition of HB1019? Secing none

we will close the hearing on HB1019,
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Minutes:
Representatives Aarsvold, Bochm, Gulleson, Martinson, Monson, Wald, Wentz.

Representative Martinson: We did meet with Game and Fish, and our Majority Leader on these

positions. 1t is our recommendation that we keep all of the positions in there, Two pame
watdens, two biologists, and one in information technology. Even if we were to pass this bill as
is they would have a reserve in access of 10 million dollars in their reserve fund. | thought Dean
and Paul did a good job of explaining why they needed the biologist, and also the wardens, and
information. Madam Chairman | move that we approve the budget HB1019 as presented Lo us.
Representutive Bochm: 1 second it.

Representative Wentz: 1t has been moved aud seconded that we recommend the budget as

presented to us to the full committee, Repeesentative Martinson you will carry it to the full

committee,
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The roll call vote 7 yes, 0 no on HB1019. Representatives Aarsvold, Boehm, Gulleson,

Martinson, Monson, Wald, Wentz,
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Minutes;

ACTION ON HB 1019,

‘ Rep. Bob Martinson: HBI1019 is the appropriation tor the Game and Fish Department, these are .
all special funds that are no general fund dollars in this bill. The committee passed it out just as it
was presented to us, and Governor Hoeven increased the Schafer budget by $200,000, and that
$200,000 dollars is to go to the agriculture department as a grant to match federal money to
control skunks, coyotes, beavers and other animals of that type. The appropriation calls for
adding 5§ FTE’s, one is o biologist for game habitat and works with the cover lock initiative
which provides for a 20 acre block of habitat for animals, That’s the biologist position, the other
is a biologist position for fish, there is a computer and network specialist position that will do
mapping and GPS and eicctronic survey type things for water surveys and nesting habitat and

then they add two FTE’s for game warden’s,

Rep. Mike Timm: Any questions for Rep, Martinson?
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Rep. Kim Koppelman: Was there any indication as to why the additional game wardens are
needed?

Response: Well, yes, because there are people out there that are doing things that they shouldn’t
be doing. They haven't added any game wardens in quite some time, and hunting and fishing is a
really big opportunity in the industry in North Dakota and it brings in a lot of revenue, lts a big
industry and they need more people to police it

Rep. Bob Skarphol:t says it provides funding for the Dept. Of Agriculture in the amount of
$68,000 for veterinary services, and I'm working on that particular budget and I'm just a fittle
curious. Could you enlighten me on that?

Response: No, | cannot

Rep. Mike Timm: Is that something to do with that one program called cover lock? Response
was no. Was it $58,000. No. It was $68,000,

Joe Morrissette, Legislative Council, That is $68,000 that the Game and Fish Dept. Uses to
contract with the Board of Animal Health for veterinary scrvices., But I'm not sure of what
instances they would have to use that,

Rep. Ole Aarsvold: | know that they share responsibilitics with the Ag. Dept. foi non typical
livestock, Elk, Buffalo, and that sort of thing, so it would be my guess that they are using
veteringry services for that purpose, and that would ﬁccount for that $68,000,

Rep. Bob Martinson: I would move a DO PASS on HB1019 as presented, Seconded by Rep.
Wald,

Rep. Jeff Delzer: On the $50,000 for noxious weeds, | don’t have a problem with that but did

they give you any kind of information if they are contracting with counties, county weed boatds,
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and how many acres did they expect to do with this and is this infact enough to cover what they
don’t think their covering?

Rep. Bob Martinson: Yes they do work with the counties, I don’t know how many acres and
I’'m sure they could use more money,

Rep. Mike Tham: [ts probably noxious weeds on game refuge’s.

Rep. Jefd Delzer: This is one of the issues that people are quite upset about, is the fact that we
bugged all the time about noxious weeds, and yet we see Game and Fish land that doesn't have it
and its more U.S. Problem than it is a state problem. 1 don’t have a problem with it, 1 just
wondering how much more they were hoping to do and where they were going at.

Rep. Francis Wald: T asked that same question at the hearing and if ] can reeall somewhiat
correctly, the commissioner said that yes they work with county weed boards and other people
interested in particularly feafy splurge. 1 was saticfizd at the hearing on their effort at weed
control was satisfactory and their doing as much as they possibly can.

Rep. Bob Skarphol: One follow up question to Rep.Delzer's question. What kind of acreage
does Game and Fish control or have oversight over?

Rep. Bob Martinson: | don’t have the answer, but T will call Game and Fish and get the answer
to this question and the other that was asked.

Rep. Rex Byerly: On the capital improvements line item, the cover locks program is 1.2 Million,
is considered in that line item that's for capital improvements?

Rep. Bob Martinson: That capital improvements ling includes $684,000 for extra ordinary
repairs spread out through different areas. And $275,000 for the construction of the storage

building and sccure storage yard , and $340,000 for habitat improvement projects,

Rep, Mike Thmm: Any other discussion? We have a motion,
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We will take the roll on HB1019. DO PASS

YES (20) NO (0) ABSENT (1)

Motion Passes.

Rep. Martinson will carry the bill to the House Floor,
Action on HB1019 is completed.

End tape at 2840,
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2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES
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Legislative Council Amendment Number
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. lRep. James Boehm - Vice
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Rep. Bob Martinson
Rep. David Monson
l Rep. Francis J. Wald
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MARTINGOY By WD
Representatives Yes | No Representatives Yes | No
Timm - Chairman vl
Wald - Vice Chairman vl A
Rep - Aarsvold i Rep - Koppelman v
Rep - Bochm v Rep - Martinson |
Rep - Byerly v Rep - Monson v’
Rep - Carlisle v Rep - Skarphol v
Rep - Delzer v Rep - Svedjan v
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Rep - Gulleson 7 Rep - Warner v |
Rep - Huether Rep - Wentz Pl
Rep - Kempenich (v
Rep - Kerzman v
Rep - Kliniske ~
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Minutes:

Senator Nething opened the hearing on HB 1019, ND Game & Fish Department.

Dean Hildebrand, Director of the ND Game and Fish Department, gave a slide presentation,
handed out numerous magazines and stated his testimony was in the ND Outdoors Magazine
(attached), pages 12-14, 2000 Overview, copies attached. Pages are on Public Service, Cupital
Improvements, 2001 Game and Fish Budget, CARA Recap, and Grassland Management,

Paul Schadewald, Chicf of Administrative Services, testificd on the budget (testimony attached),

Scnator Solberg: Your amendmient request, was this addressed in the House?

Paul Schadewald: By error it was not attached and was not amended in the House,

Senator Solberg: Hunters that hunt waterfall, do they come back to hunt deery there has been

extensive damage done by the deer population in the last couple of months; how can we control

this?
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Dean LHildebrand: There is a 80% vatio on deer and too many make it through the winder as they
group together and we try to monitor these arcas.

Senator Andrist: What is the supply of deer licenses for out of state hunters for the 196?

Dean Uildebrand: The NI bunter is very contentious with waterfall hunters; the out of state
hunters or 1% of the licenses sold in NI is mandated by legislition. This really needs to be
opened ups there is no restriction for out of state deer bow hunters, Only allowed with outfitters,

Senator Robinsen: When is your next auction for confiscated items?

Paul Sehagdewald: This is an annual auction; it is not scheduled, it depends on supplies: this is on
our web page when scheduled.

Senator Thang: 1s the slide presentation to showed to the committee availuble to the public?

Dean Hildebrand: Yes, as many as you necd.

Dean Hildebrand: Also I would like to state to the committee that our department has fost a lot

of employcees to other agencices because of wages,

Senator Nething: Explain the $200,000 amendments?

Dean Hildebrand: For hunter education; this is volunteered with great support.

With no opposition, the hearing was closed. Tape #2, Side A, meter 21.8
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3-28-01 Full Committee Action (Tape 11, Side A, Meter # 206,0-27.0)

Senator Nething reopened the hearing on HBTOTY - State Game and Fish Department. Review
and discussion followed by Senator Nething submitting proposed amendiment I{IX()I‘).(H(H s
were requested as a result of the hearing, Discussion; Senator Bowman moved the amendments
be adopted; Senator Solberg seconded. Discussion: Senitor Bowman moved a DO PASS AS
AMENDED; seconded by Senator Robinson. Discussion; call for the vote, Raoll Call Vote: 14
yes: 0 no; O absent and not voting,

Senator Robinson accepted the floor assignment,




Office of Management and Budget
Junuary 16, 2001

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BHLE NO. 1019

Page 1, line 20, replace “200,000™ with *400,000"
Page 1, lne 22, replace “$34,719,04 1" with *$34,919,641"

Page 2, line 18, replace “$200,000™ with “$400,000"

Renumber accordingly

Statoment of purpose of amendment:
To increase the wildlife services special line item by $200,000 of special funds,




18019.0101 Prepared by the Legislative Council stalf for

Title. Senate Appropriations
Fiscal No. 1 March 28, 2001
. PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BIl.L NO. 1019

Page 1, line 20, replace "200,000" with "400,000"
Page 1, lino 22, replace "C4,719,641" with "34,919,641"

Page 2, iine 18, replace "$200,000" with "$400,000"
Renumber accordingly

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT:

House Blll No, 1019 - Game and Fish Department - Senate Action
EXECUT.VE HOUSE SENATE SENATE

BUDGET VEASION CHANGES VERSION
Salaries and wages $13,888.065 $12,869.069 $13,880,059
Cperating expenses 8.320.714 8,320,714 8,320,714
Equipment 793,805 703,606 793,505
Capilal Improvements 1,269,480 1,260,488 1,259,486
Qrants 3,678,060 1,678,060 3,578,050
Noxlous wead conlrol 260,000 260,000 250,000
Land habitat and deer 4,738,478 4,738,470 4,738,476
depredation
Qrants, gilts, and donations 160,000 150,000 160,000
Nongame wildille congervation 120,000 120,000 120,000
Waterbank program 200,000 200,000 200,000
Wildlife services 200,000 200,000 $200,000 400,000
Lonetrae reservolr 1,220,351 1,220,351 S 1,220,361
Total all tunds $34,719,641 $34,719,641 $200,000 $34,910,641
Lose astimatad income 34,719,641 34,719,841 200,000 34,919 841
Qoneral fund $0 $0 $0 $0
FTE 138.00 136.00 0.00 136.00

Dept. 720 - Game and Fish Department - Detall of Senate Changes

ADD FUNDING
FORWILDLIFE ~ TOTAL SENATE
SERVICES! CHANGES

Salarles and wages

Operating expanseas

Equipment

Capital improvements

Grants

Noxious weed control

Land habitat and deer
depradalion

Grants, gifts, and donalions

Nongame wildlite conservalion

Waterbank program

Wildlife services $200.000 $200,000
{onelree reservoir

Total all funds $200.000 $200,000
Loss estimated incoma 200,000 200,000

$0
0.00

General lund $0
FTE 0.00

! The Senate amendment adds $200,000 from the game and lish fund to the wildlila services line ilem 1o provide a total of $400,000. as
recommendad In the Hoeven budget recommendation.

Page No. 1 18019.0101
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Mation Made By ,’/) Seeonded
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Senators Yes | No Senators Yes | No
Dave Nething, Chairman e
. Ken Solberg, Vice-Chairman e
Randy A. Schobinger e
Elroy N, Lindaas v
Harvey Tallackson e
| Larry J, Robinson -

Steven W, Tomac
Jocl C. Heitkamp e
Tony Grindberg v
ﬁ{ussell T. Thane ol
| Ed Kringstad e
[ Ray Holmberg e H
Bill Bowman L

Johtn M. Andrist [ I N
Total Yes y Z/ No ( | }

Abscnt & /7 _
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N\
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. It the vote is on an amendment, bncﬂy indicate intent:




REPORT OF 8TANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: 8R-65-7077

March 29, 2001 9:21 a.m, Carrler: Robinson
ingert LC: 18016.0101 Title: .0200

REPORT OF BTANDING COMMITTEE
HB 1019: Appropriations  Committee  (Sen. Nething,  Chalrman)  rocommends
AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amonded, rocommends DO PASS
(14 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1019 was placed on the

Sixth order on the calendar.
Pago 1, line 20, roplacoe “200,000" with "400,000"
Page 1, line 22, replace "34,719,641" with "34,919.641"
Page 2, lino 18, replace "$200,000" with "$400,000"
Renumber accordingly
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT:

House Bili No, 1019 - Game and Fish Department - Senate Action

EXECUTIVE HOUSL SENATY SENATLL
BUOaE! VLHSION CHANGES VERSION
Salatios and wagos $13.481,060 $13.8849.0060 $13.889.069
Qpotaling exponsos 8,320,714 H.320.714 #.320,714
Equipmant 743,605 743,605 793504
sapilal improyvomuonty 1,259,486 1,209.488 1,253,486
Chrants 3.4578.050 3578060 4578060
Noxlous waod conlrol 2h0.000 250,000 260,000
Land habital acd deor 4,738,476 4738476 4,738,476
doplradution
Grants, gifts, and -ionations 150,000 150,000 160,000
Nongame wildlifo consuivation 120,000 120,000 120,000
Walaribank program 200,000 200,000 200,000
Wildlilo sorvicos 200,000 200.000 $200.000 400,000
l.onelroe roservoir 1,220 364 1,220,361 . 1,220,351
Total all lunds $34,710.0414 $34,719.641 $200.000 $34.0919.G41
Less rutimatad incomo 34,719,641 34,719.643 200,000 34,019,641
Gones fund $0 $0 $0 $0
FTE 136.00 136.00 0.00 136.00

Dept. 720 - Game and Fish Department - Detall of Senate Changes

ADD FUNDING
FORWILDLIFE  TOTAL SENATE
SERVICES ChHANGES

Safarles and wages

Oparaling axpenses

Equipment

Capital improvements

Grants

Noxious weed conlrol

Land habitat and deer
depredation

Qrants, glits, and donations

Nongame wildila consaervation

Waterbank program

Wildlife services $200,000 $200.000
Lonetreo resarvolr e e
Total ali funds $200,000 $200,000
L.ess estimated Income 200,004 200,000
QGaneral fund $0 $0
FTE 0.00 0.00

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 SR-65.7077




REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: 8R-585.7077
March 29, 2001 9:21 a.m, Carrier: Robinson
insert LC: 18019.101  Titie: .0200

Voolhe Sumdde anunsmen ais $200.000 trom e gamo and Gsh gt the widhlo sotviees T o b poavio g tolp of $400000
tocommundaed in the Hoayen budgat tecomimendalion

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 2 SR-55-7077
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Froparod by Ihe North Oakota Logislative Council
staff for Houso Appropriations - Education and
Environmant Division

Junuary 16, 2001

.mtmom 720 - Qame and Fish Department
use Bl Mo, 1019

FTE Positions Genoral Fund Other Funde Total
2001.03 Schaler Exocullve Budgol 136.00 $34,710,641 $34,710,041
1990-2001 Logislative Appropriations - 131.00 ‘ ‘ 30,678,752 30,678,752
Increase (Docroasc) 5.00 $0 $4.140,860 $4, 140,880
2001-03 Hooven Execulive Budget 13600 006 $34,910,641
Hoaoven Incroase (Decronsa) to Schaler 0.00 $0 $200,000 $200,000

'"The 1909-2001 appropriation amounts include $70,426 of othor funds for the agoncy's share of the $5.4 milllon funding poot
appropriated to the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) for spocial market equity adjustments for classifiod smployoos and
$2,200 of uther funds for the agency's share of the $1.4 million funding pool appropriated 1o OMB for asslsling agoncios in providing
$35 per month minlmum salary Increases In July 1809 and July 2000. The 1999-2001 approprialion amounts do not include
additional other funds spending authority of $177,364 carried over from the 1997-99 biennium for caplial projocts,

Major 8chafer Recommendations Affecting Game and Fish Department 2001-03 Budgat

General Fund Other Funds Total
1. Provides funding for salary adjustments, In addition to the execulive §7,374 $7.374
budget compensation packagse, to Increase salarles to new pay range
minimums established by Central Personnal,
Increases the operating expenses line item from $7,779,014 to
$8,320,714 to reflect the following changes:
Increases funding for utitities from $213,000 to $263,000 $40.,000 $40,000
Increasus funding for Information fechnology «-data processing from 00,5663 00,6563
$222,447 to $313,000
Increases funding for information technology--softwat 1 and supplies 70,000 70,000
from $67,000 to $137,000
Decreases funding for operating fees and servizes from $709,049 to (161,600) (161,600)
$667,449
Decreases funding for repalrs from $252,900 to $212,900 {40,000) (40,000)
Increases funding for Inflationary Increas.s In varlous costs, 350,000 350,000
including State Fleet services
Increases from $100,000 to $200,0¢0 the amount of Indirect cost 100,000 100,000
reimbursement paid by the depariment
Other 82,747 82,747
Total recommended changes $541,700 $541,700
3. Adds 1 FTE blologist Il and provides the following amounts for the
department’s proposed coverlocks Initiative. (The proposed coverlacks
program will provide landowner incentives to establish 20-acre blocks
of winter habitat and provide a 30-year public easement on the quarter
sectlon contalning the coveriock habitat.)
Salaries and wages (land habltat and deer depredation line item) $81,876 $81,876
Operating expenses (land habitat and deer depredation line item) 1,118,185 1,118,195
Equipment (land habitat and deer depredation line item) 4,000 4,000

. Total recommerded appropriation $1,204,071 $1,204,071




4.

B,

10.

11,

12.

13.

Adds 1 FTE computar and network specialist 1l and provides tho
following amounis to coordinate the depariment’s use of gaographic
information systems data and technology:

Salaries and wagos
Oporating expunses
Equipment

Total recommendoed approprintion

Incroases the grants, gits, and donations line flem from $100,000 to
$160,000 10 allow the dapartment to accopt and spord 50 percent moso
for epaclal projects financed with funds from those sources.

Adds 1 FTE blologist It and provides the following amounts for the
department's proposad aquatlc habitat improvomenl initiativo:

Salarios and wagos

Opaorating expenses

Equipment

Capttal Improvements

Grants

Land habitat ar7J deor dapradation ine tem

Total racommended appropriation

Decreuasos from $248,760 to $80,000 the amount provided to the Parks
and Recreatlon Depariment; $80,000 for costs incurred in cleaning and
maintalning fish cleaning stations, boat ramps, and vault toilets (no
change trom the nmount appropriated for the 1899-2001 biennium for
this purpose); and $0 for boat ramp repalrs at state parks. The
1698-2001 appropriation included $168,760 for the Parks and
Recrealion Departmaent for boat ramp repairs al Luke Sakakawea and
Lewls and Clark State Parks.

Adds 2 FTE game warden |l positions and provides tho following
amounts for the enforcement divislon:

Salarles and wages
Operating expenses
Equlpment

Total recommended approprlation

Increases funding for noxlous weed control by 26 percent, from
$200,000 to $250,000 to reflact increased costs for chemical and
blological control methods.

Increases funding for the land habital and deer depredation line item {o
enhance the departmant’s private land habitat programs.

Increases from $45,000 to $68,000 the amount provided to the
Department of Agriculture for veterinary services utilized by the Game
and Fish Department.

Increases the wildlife services line ltem from $100,000 to $200,000 and
provides that the $200,000 is for a grant to the Departmant of
Agriculture to raplace $7200,000 of general fund appropriation authority
previously provided for the Department of Agriculture's wildlife services
line item. (The Game and Fish Department's wildiife services line item
was previously used to directly relmburse the United States Deparment
of Agriculture - Wildiife Services Agency for animal control services and
was not provided as a grant to the Department of Agriculture.)

Provides $200,000 for the waterbank program (no change from the
amount appropriated for the 1889-2001 blennium).

Qoneral Fund

Other Funds Total
$80,206 $40.205
3.000 6.000
5,000 5.000
$01.200 $01.206
$50.000 $50,000
$60.620 $89.620
35,700 36,700
5,000 6,000
340,000 340,000
81.000 81,000
400,000 400,000
$061,229 $061.220

($168,760)

($168.750)

$162,462 $162,462
60,000 50,000
12,000 12,000
$224,462 $224,452
$60,000 $50,000
$660,000 $650,000
$23,000 $23,000
$100,000 $100,000
$0 $0




Qeneral Pund Other Punds Total

14. Provides $1,299,486 for ¢ “nital improvements, a decreaso of $342,636
compared to the 1900-20u1 . nium appropriation of $1,042,122:

Extraordinary repalrs $684,486 $664,486
. Consiruction of a storago bullding and secure slorage yard in tho 275,000 275,000

Bismarck area

Aquatic habitat impravement projecls - 340,000 , 340,000

Total racommonded sppropriation $1.200,480 $1.200.480

MJjor Hooven Recommundations Affecting Game and Fish Department 2001-03 Budget
Compared to the Bill as Introduced (8chafer Budgoet)

Qeneral Fund Other Funds Total
1. Incroases tho wildlife services line item by an additional $200,000 $200,000 < $200,000
($100,000 increase Included in tho Schafer recommandation), from
$100,000 In 1909-2001 to $400,000 in 2001-03, for a grant to the v
Department of Agriciiture. (The Game and Fish Daepartiment's wildiife .

sorvicos line ltem was previously used to directly reimburse the United
States Dopartment of Agriculture - Wildlife Services Agancy for animal
control sarvicag and was not provided as a grant to the Depariment of
Agriculture.)

Major Leglslation Affecting the Game and Fish Department

SBonate Bill No. 2026 - This bill diracts the Game and Fish Dopariment to establish a doerproot hay yard program al no cost to
landowners.

Senate Bill No. 2061 - This bill requires an applicant for a motorboat license lo provide proof of paymont of sales or use tax, or proof
that the purchase of tha motorbuat was through a casual salo end is exempl from sates and uso tax.

8enate Bl No. 2170 - This bill allows all nonresident youth hunters to purchase a residont small gamo hunting liconse.




Department 720 - Game and Figh Department

.House Bill No. 1019

FTE Poslitions

General Fund

Hrepared by the North Dakold Legistatn e Councll
slaff for Senate Appropualions
Februany 13 2001

Other Funds
$34,719.641

- 40.578,752

Tolal
$34.718.64 1

30.578.752"

$4.140,889 $4,140.489

13
f

$34.919.641

vremiin

$34.919,641

_...5200.000 $200 000

2001-03 Schafor Exacutive Budget 136.00

1998-2001 Legislative Appropriations 13100

Incraase (Docraase) 5,00

2001-03 Hoeven Executive Budget .. 100

Hoeven Increase (Decrease) to Schafer o0

WSS

"The 19942001 appropriation amounts include $70,426 of other funds for the agency s shate of the $5.4 million funding pool
appropriated to the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) for special mark et couly adjus iments for classified employces and
$2,290 of other funds for the agency's share of the $1.4 million funding poo! appropriated to G for assisting agencies i providing
$35 per month minimum salary Increases In July 1999 and July 2000. The 1999- 2001 sppropnaton amounts do not nclude
addilional olher funds spending authority of $177,364 carried over from the 1927.04 Bicarom ot capilal projects.

Major Schafer Recommendations Affecting Game and Fish Department 2001.03 Budget

1. Provides lunding for salary adjustments, in addition to the executive
budget compoensation package, to increase salaries to new pay range
mitimums established by Central Personnel.

2. Increases the operating expenses line item frem $7,779,014 to
58,320,714 to reflect the following changes:

Increeses funding for utilities from $213,00C {o $263,000

Increases funding for Information technology--data processing from
$222.447 to $313,000

Increasas funding for information technology--software and supplies
from $67,000 to $137,000

Decreasas funding for operating tees and servicas from $709,049 to
$567,449

Decreases funding for repalirs from $252,900 lo $212,900

Increases funding for inflationary Increases in various costs,
incluting State Fleet services

ihcroases from $100,000 to $200,000 the amount of Indiract cost
raimbursement pald by the department

Other
Total recommended changes

3. Adds 1 FTE biologist Il and provides the following amounts for the
department's proposed coveriocks Initiative. (The proposad coverlacks
program will provide landowner Incentives 1o establish 20-acre blocks
of winlor habital and provide a 30-year public sasement on the quarter
seclion conlaining the coverlock habitat.)

Salerias and wages (land habitat and deer depredation line item)
Operating oxpenses (fand habitat and dour depredation line lam)
Equipment (land habitat and deer dapredation line item)

Tolal recommendad appropriation

General Fund Other Funds Total
$7.374 $7.374
$40,000 $40,000

90,553 90,553

70,000 70.000
(151.600) (151,600)
(40,000) {40.000)
350,000 350,000
100.000 100,000
L Ba74r ALY
$541.700 _$641.700
$81.876 $81.876
1,118,195 118,195
4000 4,000
204021 ST 071
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9.

10.

11.

12,

13,

. Adds 1 FTE compuler and netwark specialist I and provides the

foflowing amounts 1o coordinate the depardmant’s use of geogtaphic
information systems dala and technology:

Salaries and wages
Operaling expenses
Equipment

Total recommeanded appropriation

Increases the grants, gifts, and donations line ilem from $100.000 to
$150,000 to allow tha department 1o accep! and spend 50 percent morg
for special projects financed with funds from those sources.

Adds 1 FTE biofoglst Il and provides the following amounts for the
depariment's proposed aquatic habilat improvementiniiative:

Salaries and wages

Operating expenses

Equipment

Capilal improvements

Granis

Land habilal and deer depredation line ifem

Total recommended appropriation

Deocreases from $248,750 to $80,000 the atnount provided to the Parks
and Racreation Department; $80,000 for cosls incurred in cleaning ana
maintaining fish cleaning stations, boat ramps, and vault toilels (no
change from the amount appropriated for the: 1044-2001 biennium foe
this purpose); and $0 for boat ramp repairs al state parks. The
1999-2001 appropriation included $168,750 for the Parks and
Racreation Department for boal ramp repairs ot 1 ake Sokakawea and
Lewis and Clark State Parks,

Adds 2 FTE game warden Il posilions and provides the following
amounts for the anforcement division:

Salaries and wages
Operaling expanses
Equipment

Total recommended appropriation

(ncraases funding for noxious weed control by 26 percent. from
$200,000 to $250,000 1o refiect incieased costs for chemical and
blological control mathods.

Increasas funding for the land habitat and deer depredation line ilem 1o
anhance the Japartmant's privale land habital programs,

Increases from $45,000 to $68,000 the amount provided lo the
Departmant of Agriculture for veterinary services ulilized by the Game
and Fish Department.

Incroases the wildlife services line item from $100,000 to $200,000 and
provides lhat the $200,000 is for a grant to the Deparment of
Agriculture 1o replace $200,000 of general fund appropriation authority
previously providad for the Department of Agricullure’s wildlife services
fine lem. (Tha Game and Fish Department’s wildlifg services ling ltem
was previously used to directly reimburse the Uniled Statas Depariment
of Agriculture - Wildlife Services Agoncy for animal control services and
was not provided as a grant 10 the Depaiiment of Agriculture.)

Providos $200,000 for the waterbank program (no change from the
amount appropriated for tha 1999-2001 biennivm).

General Fund Other Funds

380,295
6.000
5,000

~ $91.295

$50.000

$89.529
35,700
5,000
340,000
81.000

_ 400,000
$951.229

($168,750)

$162,452
50,000
... 12,000

$224,452

Total

Sk 2y
(s.u(
5(.‘(}\/

91 2an

LR = R KR SRS L

450 0N

ua ey
35,200
5.000
340,000
K1 000
400,000

Sant ey

($168,750)

0
KRV LY
By i
AR

§77d 467

$50,000

$650.000

$23.000¢

$100,000

$0

$H0 000

S650.000

$23.000

100 000
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General Fund Other Funds Total
14. Provides $1,299,486 for capital improvements, a decrease of $342,636
compared to the 1999-2001 biennium appropriation of $1,642,122:

Extraotdinary repairs $684 480 SLBA 486
. Construction of a storage building and secure storage yard in the 275,000 275.000

Bismarck area

Aquatic habitat improvement projects 340,000 340,000

Total recommended appropriation $1.299486 $1.299.486

Major Hoeven Racommendations Affecting Game and Fish Department 2001-03 Budget
Compared to the Bill as Introduced (Schafer Budget)

General Fund Other Funds Total
1. Increases the wildlife services line ilem by an additional $200,000 $200.000 SN0 NG
($100,000 increase included in the Schaler recommendation), from
$100,000 in 1999-2001 to $400,000 in 2001-03, for a grant to the
Napariment of Agricullure. (The Game and Fish Depariment's wildlife
semvices lina item was previously used 1o direclly reimburse the Uniled
States Department of Agricullure - Wildlife Services Agency for animal
control services and was nol provided as a grant to the Depariment of
Agriculture.) {The House did nol increase the wildlife services line item,
as racommanded in the Hoeven budget.)

Major Legislation Affecting the Game and Fish Department

House Bill No. 1269 - This bill ectablishes nonresident waterfowl hunling zones in North Dakola and limits the number of tceznses to
be Issued in each zone. The fiscal nule indicales a $760,000 reduction in other funds revenue for the Game and Fish Department for

the 2001-03 bignnium.,

House Bill No. 1272 - This bill allows a gratis deer hunting license to be used in the entire hunting unit in which the tandowner's
property Is located. The fiscal note indiwates a $280,000 reduction in other funds revenue for the Game and Fish Departmaent for the
2001-03 blennium.

House BIll No. 1468 - This bill increases fees and changes the licensing structure for nonresident hunting and fishing licenses. The
iscal note Indicates one-lime other funds expenditures of $5,000 for reprinling 2001 small game stamps and additiunal other funds
ravenue of $760,000 for the 200103 biennium,

Senate BHlI No. 2025 - This bill direcls the Game and Fish Depariment {0 establish a deerproof hay yard prograrn al no cost to
landownars. Tha fiscal nole indicales additional other funds expenditures of $10,000 per biennium. This bill has passed the Senate.

Senate Bili No. 2178 - This bill enacls the Interstate Wildlife Compacl, The fiscal note Indicates additional other funds expenditures of
$5,000 per biennium. This bill has passed he Senate.

Senate Bill No. 2394 - The bill eslablishes annual licanse fees for outfitters and guides and requires that landowners chatging a fee
for hunting access on their land pussuss an outfitler's license snd a sales tax permit. The fiscal nole indicales that the fiscal impact

cannot ba determined.

Summary of Leglslative Changes to Blll as Introduced

Sea attached Statement of Purpose of Amendmaent,
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TATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT: .
fouse Bill No, 1019 - Funding Summary (
Exceutlve Huuse House
Budget Changes Version
Gatne and Frahy Departiment
Sularies and wages $13.889.059 LIRS DSY
Operating expenses 8,320,714 RA20.714
Fquupment 793,505 701404
Capdal improsements 1,259,486 I 250 ARG
Cirants 31,878,040 ATY R0
Noxwus weed control 250,000 Jshanm
Land habitat & deer 4,738,470 {738.470
deptednlion
Girants, gifis, and donativng 180.000 |50 un
MNongime wildlie 120.000 I 2000010
conseryation
Waterbank program 200,000 208 DOt
Wildhife services 200,000 200000
Lotetiee rescevou 1,220,351 220,381
Fotal afl funds 0,719,641 I VTR SE I AT
Less estitnited theaine - L L . L S A T N
General fund $0 S " L0
VI 136 00 50N bar o
Bl Total
Fotad all Tunds $34.719.641 S SOl TIvn|
Less estimated vacome Ly 2 L | B A U TR Y
Generad fund 50 L0 40
FIY: 130 00 non R {

House Bill No. 1019 - Game and Fish Department - House Action

The House did not change the Schafer executive budget recommendation for the Game and Fish Department. Governor Hoeven
proposed increasing the department’s wildlife services line item by $200.000 from the wame and fish fund - The House version does

not include this change.

HEHY




“VWARIETY IN HUNTING AND FISHING"

| DAKOTA GAME AND FiSH DEPARTMENT!

100 NORTH BISMARCK EXPIRESSWAY  BiMANRCK, NORTH LAKOTA 5850150495 PHONRE 201-328-6300  TAX /01 328 0152

February 19, 2001

2001-2003 Appropriation Request
North Dakota Game and Fish Department

The CGame and Fish Department is a special fund agency using only
hunting, fishing, and boat license revenue and federal funding.
The total budget request is $34,719,641. This is an increase of
$3,963,525(12.9%) from the 1999-2001 appropriation., Department
accounts will easgily support this level of funding. This request
includes the following amounts:

Game and Fish Fund 531,959,641
Nongame Wildlife IFund 560,000
Private Land Habitat PFFund 52,700,000

Appropriation Total $34,719,641

: Ly 1
/’/?m (. SC' /ﬂc'/é"b/,’ /(/

fund Balances - und balance projectiong are as follows:

6/30/99 6/30/01 6/30/2003
Game and Fish Fund $16,563,8%4 $16,700,000 $13,100,000
Private Land Habitat Fund $2,112,959 2,100,000 $1,900,000
Non-Game Wildlife Fund $30,560 55,600 1,500
»
\0
A \/
¢
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Tt W




Revenue - Federal revenue ig expected to be as

Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act
rederal Aid in Sport Fish Restoration Act
Recreational Boating Safety Program
Bureau of Reclamation(Lonetreec)

Total Federal Revenue

State Revenue by Fund:

game and Fish Fund{Licenses + Misc.)
Private Land Habitat Fund
Nongame Wildlife Fund(Donations)

Total State Revenue

Total All Revenue

follows:

45,381,715
45,396,790

$739,084
$1,200,000

$12,698,238

S 675,000

15,

$2,700,000
575,000

$18,450,000

$31,167,589




Fishing Related-State
$3,500,000 11.2%

Federal Aid-Fish

Federal Aid-Wildlife

$6.581,715 21.1%

Private Land
$2.700.000 8.7%

Hunting Related-State
$12,250,000 39.3%

Total = $31,167,589
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5
Items of Special Interest

Brief details on the budgets for the Department's five
Jdivigions are presented below. Major new items include funding
lor two new game warden positions, $1,200,000 for the CoverLocks
prrivate land habitat program and $1,000,000 for an Aguatic
Habitat Improvement Program.

| . Administrative Services Division Budget - Costs in this
pivigion inclnde the following:

*Secretarial support for all Divisions

*Licensing section costs

*Accounting costs

*All Department utility, telephone, office rental,
janitorial, office supply, insurance, postage, air
craft costs, office machine rental, and other similar
cogts.

*Legal services

*Costs for the Game and Fish Advisory Board

*In Lieu of Tax payments for all Department lands-
$900,000

*North Dakota Wetland Trust funding-$25,000

*Costs for the Director, Deputy Director, Administrat-

ive Services Division Chief, Data Processing Coordina-

tors and Planner.

*Capital improvement tunds for office and shop facili
ties-5149, 944

*The Department Donation account-3150,000

rStatewide Cost Allocation-$100,000

*CoverLocks Private Land Habitat Program - $1,200,000

rhe Administrative Services Division budget is increased 10% from
1v99-2001, The major, most significant increase is the addition
af 81,200,000 for the Department's CoverLocks program, Inflation-
ary lncreases are included in the operating expense line for

| ravel, tax payments and printing. A Geographic Information
dystem(GIS) position is included to direct the Department's use
wff this new technology.

(‘overlLocks Program = $1,200,000 from the Game and Fish Operating
ffund .

voverLoeks for Conservation ig a private lands regident wildlife
winter habitat project under the North Dakota Game and igh
hepartment 'a new Misgions in Woodland Habitats program, Cover-
locks addresses the need for winter habitats in the form of
l0-acre blocks that include heavy winter tree block plantings,
herbaceous cover and winter food, dstablighment of 1,000 Cove-

| Locks  on 8ix EPA-319 watersheds in south-central and southwest-
crn North Dakota will further enhance proposed EPA land-uge




(

practices or those watersheds. These areas have been djaentified
as needing treatments to improve water quality through reduction
in sedimentation and chemical and animal waste runoff while at
the same time adding long-term, high guality wildlife habitat to
the landscape.

This project unveils new producer irncentives to participation in
return for a 30-year use easement on the 20 acre Coverbochk along
with the right of public access on the centire gquarter section on
which the CoverLock sits for the same 30 years. Coverlocks
answer to the concerns of private lands public access in exchange
for realistic producer compensation for such rights along with
the development of high guality wildlife habitat on private
lands. It is the Department's view that the future of North
Dakota's wildlife resources is on private lands,

The estimated $44 million dollur project proposed by the ND Came
and Fish Department - covering an establishment time line of 15

years - secksg federal cost-share dollars from USDA's Conserva-

tion Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP). We anticipate a posi-

tive decision on this CREP applicatirn prier to the starit ob the
next legislative session.

The Department's request for a bicnnial apmopriation of 571,200,0
00 provides the match that we anticipate will be needed for the (
CREP funds. Financial conmitments are gsubject to availability

of both federal and state funds. Federal dollars continue only
with the continuation of the CREP program in future farm bills,
while state dollars can be appropriated only biennially by the ND
legislature.

This request includes funding for one position to help adwinister
this program. Working with a large number of landowners is very
labor intensive., Additional staflf g needed to implement this
program,

The funds for this $1,200,000 portion of the Private Land Habitat
and Depredation program are to come from Game and Fish Department
Fund, not the Private Land Habitat Fund, ‘'I'he Game and Fish
Department Fund hag a high balance. Thin is a good program for
thig funding.

2, Fisheries Division Budget - Thig program includes {ish produc-

tion and digtribution, fishery research and surveys, and [ishing

area and boating facility development and maintenance. Thig

divigion budget 1s increased by 26%. Almost $1,000,000 of thiw
increase is for the Aquatic Habitat/Save Our Lakes program

dascribed below. This increase includes the addition of one FTE
position to do this work. Grants are used for cost sharing with (
locval governments on fishing and boating facilities and to pay '
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the department's share of costs for the Garrisen bam National
Fish Hatchery. Grants are also used for creel survey and other
fisheries management work. Capital improvements arve used [or
fishing and boating facilities on Department managed lands.  The
Department receives 75% federal funding for most of the work in
thig divigion. In some cases the 25% match comes from local
partners such as park boards.

AQUATIC HABITAT/SAVE OUR LAKES

Budget = $85,168 Salaries, 535,700 Operating Expenses, $5,000
Equipment, $340,000 Capital Improvements, $81,000 CGrants, and
$400,000 in the Private lLand Habital & Deer Depredation line
item.

Narrative

Good fishing has been widespread across the sLate in recent
years, Yet the long-term trend points toward deteriorating
aquatic habitat and diminishing opportunities. The number one
threat to sustaining quality fisheries i1g loss of aquatic habi-
tat. As walter bodies in North Dakota age, thelr ability to
produce desirable fish declines. Accumulation of silt from the
watershed, shoreline erosion, increased turbidity and excessive
nutrients combine to limit desirable fish populations and in turn
limit the guantity and quality of fishing. Approximately 7% of
managed fishing waters in North Dakota have experienced a fish
kill. These kills are largely a result of reduced volume attrib-
utable to gedimentation and high oxygen demand, due to high
organic content caused by excessive nutrients,

Fishing is a $360 million per year industry in North Dakota.
While the number of anglers in the United States declined between
1991 and 1996 the number of anglers in North Dakota increasgsed 69%
between 1992 and 1998, Much of this can be attributed to new
waterg across the state but we must prepare for the future when
we return to more "normal" conditions. The ability to sustain
the state's fishery into the future lies in the ability to
adequately address the issues negatively affecting those fisher-
ies.

Fisheries staff identified issues suppressing recreational
fisheries across the state and prioritized 55 lakes for potential
action. The actiong ranged from simple fencing and alternative
water sources for livestock to dredging of lakes, The cumulative
cogt of corrective actions for these lakes exceeds 536 million.
Dredging is many times not a feasible alternative and when
removed as an option the remaining actions still entail approxi-
malely $6.5 million on the 55 prioritized lakes. Optiong such as
buffer strips, sedimentation dams, bypass chammels, low level
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evacuation tubes, etc. must be considered in lieu of expensive
and infeasible methods such as dredging.

Funds for preserving and restoring aquatic habitats must be
utilized in concert with other funding mechanisms and entilies in
order to truly be effective. This entails communication and
cooperation with other entities and individuals. Some examples
would be 319 projects administered by the State Health Department
or Conservation Reserve Program or Emergency Watershed Program
administered by the Natural Resources Conservation Service.

Funding at the requested level and personnel to administer
and implement projects are required in order to proactively
addregs the challenges, Not all issues can be resolved but a
concerted effort will help in reaching our goal of sustaining
quality fisheries into the future One FI'E, a Biologist TIT
level posgition is requested to administer this program, 1t is a
major effort that will also require time from our current staff.
We do not have staffing to handle a new program that is this
large.

$600,000 ig budgeted as regular line items for work on public
landa. Much of the land where lakes and regervoirs are is
publically owned. $400,000 is budgeted in the private lands line
item. Dollars from this line item can be spent only on private
land. A significant portion of our watershed work will be on
private land., The dollars for this entire proposal, including
the private land habitat portion, are to come from the game and
figh operating fund, not the private land habitat fund. The gane
and fish operating fund is in excellent shape and can be used to
fund this work.

3. Enforcement Division - This budgecu supports a staff of thirty
law enlorcement employees. This program ig increcased by 1%%.
Most of thisg increase 1s related to the addition of two addi-
tional game warden positions. The budget includes operating
expenseg mainly for State Fleet and travel costs. Came wardens
are very dependent on vehicles to do their work. Replacement
boats, motors, caupers, and computers are budgeted in the equip-
ment line item.

4. Congervation and Communication Division - Programs include

aquatic and hunter education, ND Outdoors magazine, boating
education, and supplying general information to the public. This
Divigion's budget request is a 7% increase from 1999-01. The
increase is entirely in the salary line item Lo gupport current
staff salary levels. Equipment funds are needed to replace and
enhance computer systems and video production equipment., Grants
are increased to provide funding for local ghooting range pro-
jects,
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Natural resource related reviews and recommendations are provided
to private and government entities. This divigion also includes
the nongame wildlife program. Tt ig supported by an incomn tax
checkoff and federal matching funds.

6. Wildlife Division - Thig budget includes private land habitat
and deer depredation programs, operating costs for Department
managed lands, and wildlife surveys and investigations. This
Divigion's budget it increcased by about 9% from %% 01. The
Private Land and Depredation Program is increased by $400,000 to
enhance the regular habitat and access programs. The Waterbank
Program line ig funded again at the $200,000 level. Salaries are
increased to support current staff. $200,000 is included to
gupport Wildlife Services's animal damage control work. $250,000
ig requested for noxious weed control on Department lands.

Lonetree Funding - A $1,200,000 appropriation(-$114,860) 18
requested to operate the Lonetree area. The Lonelrece area
consists of over 130,000 acres of land managed for wildlife
purposes. The North Dakota Game and Fish Depavtment providesg
technical services for Lhis area for the State of North Dakota ag
laid out in the Garrison Diversion Reformulation Act. 100% of
the funding for these services come from the Burcau of Reclama-
tion. This is the amount of funding anticipated for 2001-2603,

Department Appropriation Increase(12.9% or +$3,963,525)

The Game and Fish Department's budget request is a 12.9% increase
over 1999-2001. Department funds and anticipated revenue are
adequate to support this increase. This money is to be used in
the following areas:

Two additional game warden FTE's. $204,616
Private Land Habitat Program Increase $425,000
CoverLocks Wildlife Habitat Program w/1 FTE  $1,200,000
GIS (Geographic Infermation System)FTE $82,310
Aquatic Habitat Improvement Program w/1 FTE 5946 ,8¢8
Storage Building and fenced storage yard $275,000
Operating Expenses - S$tate fleet & inflation $350,000
Noxious Weed Control Line Item Increase 550,000
Donation Line Item Increase 850,000
Wildlife Services Support $200,000
Cost Allocation Costs - OMB $100,000
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By Rover Rostyet
Gante and Dish Deputy Divector
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PUBLIC SERVICE

The Department has been a state govern-
ment feader in adapting and implementing
new technology. Traflic at the Department
Jome page (www.discovernd.convgnl?)
1s more than doubled in the last year.
rom July 2000 through October 2000, the
web site averaged 207,000 hits per month,
conipared to about 87,000 visits per month
during the same period in 1999, In
September, October and November in
1998, the Internet site generated just
23,000 visits per month,

Some of this dramatic increase comes
from an ever-expanding base of consumers
who have aceess to the Internet and want
information on a variety of game and fish
topics. But expansion of services offered
through the web site attracts signiticant
new trattic as well. In July 1999 we pro-
vided hunters the opportunity to check
results of the first deer drawing through
the web site. We've now added this feature
for all lottery drawings.

In April 2000 we started selling fishing
and hunling licenses from onr web site,
This convenience was used by more than
10,000 individuals and generated some
$750,000 in license sales by the end of the
yeur, We expect much greater use of this
service by hunters and anglers in 2001, In
the next few months we'll also add North

wkota QUTDOORS magazine subscrip-

ns to our fist ot onfie services.

fFor the first time tast sunmmer, husters
were able to apply online for the prong-
hor lottery, This process scrved as a test
for future computer lottery applications,

Starting in 2001, applications for all spe-
cinl licenses issued by lottery will be avail-
able ouline, including deer gun and muz-
zlelonder, moose, elk, bighorn, turkey,
pronghorn, and swan, While online appli-
cations won't replace the puper version,
(his service should significantly reduce the
number of mailed applications that have to
be re-keyed into the computer database
before the drawing can be held.

CAPITAL IMPROYEMENTS
The Department completed construction
of a new office lucility at Riverdale. To
better serve the state, o long-term capital
improvenient plon was started after com-
pletion of the Bismarck headquarters
office In 1985, Since that time facilities ot
district offices in Devils Lake, Dickinson,
Williston, Jamestown and Riverdale have
been upgraded cither through complete
{lity construction, property purchuses or
wdeling and upgrades. The cone 'rue-
on of n new Bismurck district shop will
oceur over the next several budget cycles,

2001 GAME AND FISH BUDGET

In early 2001 the State [egislature will
hold its biennial session. This is always
viewed with enthusiasm by sporting and
natural resource inferests, One of the leg-
islature's actions is to determine the
Department’s budget for the next iwo
years,

The North Dakota CGame and Fish
Department is unigue in that no stale gen-
eral funds are used o fund the agency.
The Department's averall financial condi-
tion at this time is healthy: revenae has
increased the past tew years because of
increasing license sales, We are mandated
by law 1o carry o reserve fund in excess
of $10 million, Interest income is used to
fund private lands programs.

The Department has submitted o budgel
that includes several significant enhance-
ments, including two major habitat and
aceess programs. We're requesting nearly
$1 million to fund our Save Our Lakes
imtiative to improve fish habitat and pre-
pare for the time when Mother Nature
takes buck good water conditions and
returns our landscape to more normal or
drought conditions,

We are also requesting more than $1
million to fund our portion af'a North
Dakota Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program, The North Dakota
Conservation Reserve Enhancement
Program is a joint project of the U8,
Department of Agriculture Commadity
Credit Corporation and the Game and
Fish Department. Estimated project
implementation time is 2001-2016 and
will require a significant effort by *he
Guame and Fish Department,

The North Dakota CREP ugreement,
signed by Governor Schafer betore he lefl
oftice in December, is designed to
improve water quality in severat state
LiPA3 19 watersheds, with an emphasis
on development of high quality, long-
term winter wildlife habitat which bene-
fits resident wildlite,

Approximately 20,000 acres of habitat
will be established over the next 15 years
in 20-ucre tracts that include trees, grass-
legume loafing ureas, and tood plot com-
ponents. One thousand tracts will be
tocated on private land, in cooperation
with willing landowners, within key
watersheds. Lach tract will carry a 30-
year uge casement on 20 aeres, and public
access cusement on the entire quarter sec-
tlon upon which the tract is located, This
program has the potential to open
160,000 acres of private land to walking
hunting access over the next 15 years,

{wtublishment will begin with the
Beaver Creek watershed and progress to
the western Wild Rice, upper James,

Hewrt River, Knrfe River and Grand Rive
watersheds. Eust to west counties imelude
Sargent, LaMowre, Diches, Melntosh,
Logan, Emmons, Grant, Motton, Olner,
Stark, Dunn, Mereer, and Hewanger.
CREP expenses, up to approxsmitels
Sbd million over the next 1S vears, will
be cost-shitred between the Game and
Fish Departmentand TS, Depattiment of

Fvery iwo yoars Novth Dakota s fegistatine meen
Many important dectstons abatd the \ate s outeonrs
are e inside the capitol akding

Agriculture, with administration through
the Farm Service Ageney, Natural
Resource Conservation Service, loeal sorl
conservation district offices, and Game
ard Figh feld offices, The Department
will also seck non-governmental organi-
zations such as Pheasants Forever as part-
Ners.

Severe winters are a limiting factor for
niany North Dakota resident game
species. These strategically locuted 20-
acre plots of dense tree plantings, fowd
plots and loafing cover will provide
protective habitat under the worst condi-
tons, This progrant will benetit farmers
and wildlife, improve hunter secess, ind
compliment our private lands program.

The Department i3 also asking tor two
additional game warden positions, The
(st tinte the warden fovee was inercased

Jurtaary 20601
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was in 1977, Since then each warden's
workload has increased tremendously.
An issuc that will likely receive sub-
untinl fegislative interest is that of non-
ident hunter numbers, Wildlife and
pupulations are about as good as they
get for bunting and tishing in North
Dakota. Yet there is an undercurrent of
dissatisfuction among resident hunters on
how this bountiful resource is allocated.

«
-

3

A new part of the Game and Fish Depnriment §
bilennind budgel request &y for o program that witl
prutect walersheds, provide wilidlife hubital, and
work with landowners 1o provide hunting aceess
on private tand, With nonresident huntor traffic
more than tripling in the lust decade, aecess pro-
prams will beeome more important as competi-
tlon for spece thereases,

Facts and trends document thal hunting
and fishing help North Dakota’s ¢cono-
my. ‘Traditionally these economic factors
were confined to food, lodging, sporting
goods sales, and travel, In recont yeors,
commercial enterprises offering guiding
and outlitting, und access to prime hunt-
ing lands, coupled with increased num-
bers of nonresidents, Iy creating u feeling
of anxicty among North Dukota resident

mtors,

While wildlite prospers, & major chal-

Engo 18 dealing with the soclal and eco-
nomic aspects of resource management
and determining our agency's role. Many
resident hunters und landowners respect

the traditions of relatively casy access for
hunting and fishing. Much of the current
resident animosity is directed toward
puides and outfitters, landowners who
aceept or demand fees for access, and
nonresidents who are credited with creat-
ing the market, There is a fear among
some that in the future, only the wealthy
will be able to afford 1o hunt.

‘The other side of the coin is economic
development for cither thy state us a
whole or for individuals. Rural North
Dakota has not experienced ccononmic
growth common to a large portion of the
nation in recent years. Frequent poor
crops and even worse commaodily prices
have forced individuals to seck ways of
diversifying. Sclling access and services
to hunters has helped some.

Departiment leaders recently conducted
a formal facilitated review of this situa-
tion. One objective was 10 collectively try
to understand where the Department fits
into the future of wildlife commercializa-
tion, One glaring, obvious tact is th
aceess to prime hunting land and compe-
tition tor nccess is of great'concern,
North Dakota is nol rich with public land
and major land acquisition programs are
not possible or practicak. Access pro-
grams such as expansion of our Private
Lands Open To Sportsmen and the new
CREP prograin will become increasingly
important in the future.

The legislature will become the forum
for debate and decision in many of these
areas, us it sheuld be, Hunting and cco-
notnic development effect a broad spec-
trum of the public, and in some instances
special interests, The real challenge is
striking a balance,

CARA RECAP

‘The Conservation and Remvestiment
Act, i comprehensive piece of federal
legistation dealing with lorg-term federal
funding for recreation and witdhife
restoration, bumped its way through
Congress and fragmented in the fina)
days of the session. ‘The original intent of
CARA wiss to fund state programs such
as walchable wildlife, and assist species
in peril, programs not funded by exeise
taxes and license tees paid by hunters and
anglers.

The final ouwtcome is still uncertain, and
the probable outcome is that little of the
original infent of providing consistent
funding for state agencies witl remain,
repliced instead by a federal lands legacy
progran.

GRASSVLAND MANAGEMENT
Another arcu of interest was the revi-
sion of the management plan for the
Daokots Prairic National Grasstands,
Ranchers, ecologists, oit and gay inter-
ests, preservationists, recreationists, cte.
all weighed in on this one. The ULS,
Forest Service has been tagged, pulled,
and pushed from many sides of this emo-
tional issue, Years ago such a revision
was not nearly as contentious us it is
today. Naticoally, prassland ecosystems
are reeeiving far more interest and seruti-
ny than ever before. As the demand tor
use and access to high guality recreation
land is increasing, the U.S. Forest Service
has the challenge of providing compatible
multiple uses and yet preseeving the
integrity of the grasstands for the future,

During muck of 2000, discussions on use and management of North Dakota § nationat grassfunds ook
place. Toward year’s ond, Governor Schafer 5 office and federad officials proposed sohdtions to maintain aad

enhiance habttat and "multiple use” of these lands.
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7.

CLAMEANTY IS DEPARTTMENT IR R

managemoent of resident <pecies determined by the diveetor to b
threatened or ondangered speetes ol swildbife, The anthorts exerezod
must be i complinnee wirh the Endangered Speeies Aet o 1973,
Public Ly 932205 Any person who violates rules established undor
this subsection is gty of o elass B mizdomeanor,

subject ta the provisions ol chapter 28320 adopt rules for the
licensite: of guides or outfitrers, and may require record < and report
as the director derermines pecessary, The direetor may, alter duoe
hewri as provided i eliptor 292320 revoke o relise o penew the
liconse of any person who vialates the eales or Buls to provide the
records and reports. Any person who acts as o guide or outlitter
without o license is puilty of o class B misdemeanor

18, Provide for the funding of o private fand habitatand aecess nnprove.

ment progeun with monevs derived from the interest varned on the
game and fish Caod and habitar vestoration <stamp fees, The director
shall place these Tunds ina special fand eallod the “wame and fish
department private land habitat and access improvement fund™,

19, Carey out o prisate land habrGa and accoss improvement program

20, Subjeet 1o prior o

hy:
iy Isntering into eost-<sharing, habitat cahancement, and aeees:

agreements with indowners o aveneres sworkine on private lind
to help deteay al or o portion ol then <hare of Tocal, state, or
federally sponsored conservation practices consulered benelicial
fo fish and wildlite.

Leasing and doveloping fisi and sitdbite habiat or sport fishing
arcas on privade fand. Publie aceess o leaeed Tand mas not he
prohibited.

Coresing ol practices that will alleviate depreditions coused by
predators animals and biv oae anonals

Publbishing a brochore on an annaal boesis deseribing areas funded
from the wame and Jish deparoment pevate Laed habraat and
access improvemoent fund which are npen to public aevess invhis

sttt

Receiving ndvice from the gione and fish advisors board eoncern-
ing expenditures from the game and fish peivide Taed hiabitad and
aecoss improvement fand,

{)m'm':\{ ol the altorney general, fease or exchange
lands under the direetors jurisdiction or control shich are deemed
necessary for the improved managemeni ol wildlife resourees,

21, Subjeet 1o prioy approval ol the attorney general, fimpose any

condilinns or resorvations to the leases or exchanges as the divector
delermines necossary,

22, Adopt rules and issue permils [or conduceting fishing contests involy-

2

ing pubilic waters of the state, The director by rule shall deline the
tetm “fishing contest” wnd shall set eviteriac for which o fishing
contest permit is roquired, The divoctor may deay permits, No person
may conduet a fishing contest on public waters without fivst roceivs
ing a permit issued by the direetor,

3. Issue duplicates of lTost or dostroyed game and fish licenses or

permits, The procedure for reissuing the licenses or permits and fees
Lo be charged must be preseribed by the director by rule,

24, Listablish nonceriminal penaltios for any rules ndopted by the diree-

tor. The magimum noncriminal penalty that may be set by the
director is o fine of two hundred fifty dollars, Violation of iny rule not
designated as having a noneriminal penalty is considered a eriminal
violation as oslub]isﬁud in the appropriate chapter of this title,
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Contact Game and Fish for copy

2000-2002
NORTH DAKOTA
FISHING GUIDE

(Effective April 1. 2000 through March 31, 2602)

North Dakota Game and Flsh Department
100 North Bismarck Expressway
Bismarck, ND 58501-50¢15

(701) 328-6300
o-mail.ndgl @state.nd us
http:feswwy. stale.nd.usignt/




Contact Game and Fish for copy
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,:) W 2000 NONRESIDENT LICENSE APPLICATION
(" North Dakola Game and Fish Department
Licensing Division, SFN 8116

TENTATIVE Upland Game 8eason Opening Dates:

Sandhill Crane - Sapteamber 18. (Subject to Fedaral authorization).
Hungarlan Partridge, Sharplailad Grouse, Rutfed Grouse - Septomber 9.
Pheasants - Octobier 14. (Detayad opener In small portion ol McKenzio

and Williams countigs.)

PROBABLE Waterfowl 8eason Dates: Based on frumeworks established by the U.8. Fish and Wildlife Servicu. the duck, goose
and swan seasons may open on Septombor 30. Officlal season dates will not be sel until mid-August, 2000 Cali the deparimoent
at 701.328-8300, visit our website at www.state.nd.us/gnf/, or consult walarfowl ragulations for tinal details

SMALL GAME-WATERFOWL-SANDHILL CRANE-FURBEARER AND NONGAME

MAIL APPLICATION AND FEE TO:

N.D. Gameo and Fish Department
100 N. Bismarck Exprossway
Blemarok, ND 68601-8096

Phono (701) 328-6300

1. LICENSING REQUIREMENTB: Nontusidenlts inay purchase licens s to hunt upland game, crano, walerfow!, and 1ox, coyola, unprotuctod birds of
anitnaly upon making appheation lo the dupattimonlt, county wuditor's offices, or by phone or via the itomet (sve back of application tat dulatls]
Excoption: crano iiconses aro aot handtod by auditors officud or likonse vondors. Thoso wishing 1o hunt anly uplund gamo {grousu, patinlgue
phoasonts or oo squinuly), crane of lox, coyole and unproloclad bidy and animais are not roquirad to possuss the watatlowl ficunye, not arg they
(o8lrictud lo 2onou o epeiliod duays. Blalo law reslricls nonresidont winlerfowl hunters 1o 2ongs and spocifivd days vxcupt that vhiovosing ophan 1
allows hunling stalewldo. You may chouse althor option 1) a slngle zone for 14 sonsocgutivo duys, OR opllon 2) two 7 congeculivo day ponods lor the

[~

same zono gach puried or diffaront zonos for sach, QR agption
tholr license, a nonresldent ingy alse hunt walerfowl In zono 3.

. INSTRUCTIONS: Qenoral Information and Fees, Seloct licenses at right,

(If you nevd any aseislance Infitig oul this appiication, ¢ontact tho N O Gaiw & Fish Departiment )

8) Afighing, hunting and furbearar cuitilicato i tuguirod of all huntors priot
to purchasing any uihot hepnso

Tho gunmal game nid babdad and small game heonsus ace rofguusd of all
gmall gwmu, cranu and watetlowt hualars i addition, o hunl waturiow! you
musl also purchiuge e state walorlowl hcense and (it Y8 yoars ol ago or
oldor) pussesy a lotdoeral Migratory Bird Hunting and Consorvalion Slamp
{Ouck slamp). A nonrosdon hunting only fox, coyola and unprotuclod
spociot of wildiife 1ieads only a firboutwr and nongame licenss. A nontesi-
dont hunting only specios of unprotocted wildlife neods only a nongnme
licenso. Nonrasident youlh may qualily lor redussd 1alo licenses (soe back
ol application for detnils)

S~ dtolal for all licensos purchasod. Do not sBond cash. Personal chocks,
cashiar's chacks ot munoy ordars are ascoptablo,

b) If applying for a waturfowl ticanse sow backside for map ol watartow!
zonos. Fill in the 2zonw(s) and datois) you dogire lor eithor uption 1 or oplion
2 1o thu right. If choosing option 3, It in the beginning dale thal you dosiro

¢} Fithin all infosmatiun in ihe "Agphcum Inlsimabion Soction.” ATTENTIONI
If you were born after December 31, 1881, you must fiil In your hunter
education cerlifloate number and the state or province In which you
recelved It, Regqulred hunter education aertiflcation must be completed
prior to ugplloatlon being submlited. ATTENTION: Compliance Is
enforced by verlfication with stato enforcement agencies. If your
certlficata Is unnuinberad, write “none” and the year and state In whioch
you wore certifled. If you have a change In last name sinoe
compieting the course, attach a nota to 1he application,

d) Sign and dalo tho lorm aller carolfully reading soction 3, *AS AN
APPLICANT. | GERTIFY THAT."

. AS AN APPLICANT, | CERTIFY THAT:

... This Is the only application being made in my name for a nonraesident
small game license and/or nonresident waterfow! license (it is [llegal to
use more than one license),

... All IMormation providad is true and corréc! and | understand that
providing (alse Information may resull in ¢riminal prusacution;

. | am subinitting with this application the appropriate lees;

... | am aware of the hunter safely educalion course requirement for per-
sons born alter Dacember 31, 1981, and have passed an offlcial siale
or provinclal course (nol tequlred uniil age 12), or am exempt by law.

) slatewido hunting tor 7 consgculive days. In addition to any zune(s) spuciliod on

Natlonal Migratory 8ird Horvest Information Program (HIP): Al inlgratary bird huntars must bl out information n box bulow  Suu sxplanatie un brck

Solect licanses by ohecking upproprinto box(es) bulow:

[ ; NA Fishing, Hunting & Furbuater Gurtiheaty S M)
[1 NI Goneral Gamo and Habital Licunse 48 00
| J NI Small Gamo Liconso $705 04
I N Walerfow! Liconse ..., $10 00
[} NA Furbearer and Nongame Licunse $25 00
f] NR Nongumo Liconse ... 15 00
i] Sandhill Crane Liconse 45 49
l ! Non Rosidont Youth lram MN, MI. MG TN 11X <1 CO

fRosidont Ganoral Game and Habital nconso pias

Rasidont Fishing Hunting & Furboaier Cortbcuty $y L0

WATERFOWL OPTION 1

14 conseculive days bogintng on
First ¢hoice zone Socond choice zone

(Nole Zone 318 an open zone Anyone pussessing o license tor exthor zong
i of zong 2 may atso hunl in 2one 3)

WATERFOWL OPTION 2

First 7 consoecutive days beginningon

Socond choice 2ong

Firstghoicve zone __

Sgcond 7 consecutive days baginning on __ L
Sacond ¢choice zong

First cholce zone

{(Noute' Zonrie 3 is an opan zone Anyonag passessiig a hcense lor wither 2ong
1 and/or zone 2 may also hunl in zone 3)

WATERFOWL OPTION 3
7 congaculive days beginningon ___
Choosing option 3 allows hunting statewide.

National Migratory Bird Harvest Information Program (HIP)
All Migralory Bird Hunters must answer the following questions by clrcling the appropriate answer below.

@’ Do you plan to hunl ducks, guese, doves, snips, cools or woodcock this season? Yes
About how many of these migratory birds did you bag in North Dakola last season?

Oucks  None 1:10 11-30 31+
Qeese  None 110 11-30 31+ Did you hunt cools ot snipe last season?  Yes No
Doves  None 1410 11.30 31+

No I yes, answar tho quostions telow

AFPLICANT INFORMATION SECTION « Print one letter or number per box, leave one blank box as space belween words.

LAST NAME FIRgY

MIDDLE HUNTER SAFGTY NUMBE® soe 52} STATE GRUEC

ADDRLSS

SOCIAL BECURITY NUMBE R rea. ed; SEx




[y

000 42qQui240pN

saInIpuadxy 29 Osuodsay “Ad1[0d

uonepaxda(g

judunIeda( ysi,] pue awen)
8joqe(d YIoN




SPOYISIA aSuodsay pue Ad1104 1uawredaT

Ad1jod uonepaadaqg




00T JPQUISAON

SIHdV-vYdSn

0] paLiojay] uonjepaids(] IMOLIBJeAA pue Jaleaqin
uoljeiedp

bununy reraswitiien) ypm Auadoldd Uuo aoue)sSISSy ON
SjuswiAed uonjesuaduwion sbeweq oN

juswdojenag poo pue jejiqei Uo SNo0-
jureldwos uonepaidsp Aions 0] puodsay  «

1Y
8 UIYUM JISIA BJIS 9 1Y 2 UIYJIM J10BJUOD SI 8SUO0ASal popudju] «

P54 300)S8AIT JO Uohepalda(] Ylim ]SISSY
suaquunp Jsenie sjeudoiddy ysijge)sg
suopjelradQ buipss- 8JiipjifA PIOAY

Aoljcd asuodsey pue Adijod uonepsidag

AJ1104 1uaunreda(g
|

A




Buiuaiybii
Buioua
Sluajjeday

SJUS.1I9)o(] «
sajeg meliS yum AeH 1seg punoling
dollieg MBI)S «

Juswsde|d aieg aAleuls)y
bunjoe}g sjeg aAeuIs)y

suonepusWilod9y] Juswsbeur))

POUBISISSY [EIIUYID,

uoneparda(]
-

<4
<
<

<

<

<




0007 1PQUUISAON

SUOnEeN}S 919A9S 10} SISBQ 110Sal ISe| SB PosS) <
a|gissod jI abewep Buiousuadxa
Jsyouel/iswlie} woyj salddns pao) aseyoind M «

$9}IS buipss jdeaisjul
syoels buiddeip Joj eousimous
suouuen suedoid

Sjugjjedeay 18y)0 % [eBWpPOO|g
Sjjeys J8xorin

(wiel-1oysg)

S[00 |, uonepaxda(
@ ®

A A A A A




000 F2GUISAON

UOIJoNJISU0D
10J 8/qIsuodsal Jjsumopue] «
1S090
oU je sjeusjew sopirnoid G420N <
uoIjnjos wiie)-buoj
Se seaue wajqoud 21uoIyo Iof PasN «
spie i AeH J0o.id-ie9(] <
(wisy-buo)

S[00 ], uonepaida(q

U 2 e e




IR u‘v%_‘_-

Hay Bales Properly Stacked and Effectively Protected
with NDGFD-supplied Plastic Fencing
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Hay Bales Protected in a NDGFD-supplied Deer-proof Hay Yard (







«

HAY YARD PROJECT

PROJECT BUDGET = $500,000.00
TOTAL NUMBER OF OFFERS 1997-98 = 287
ACCEPTED OFFERS =170
DECLINED OFFERS = 107
NOT APPLICABLE = 10
TOTAL NUMBER OF HAY YARD PURCHASED = 240
ACCEPTED OFFERS = 170

TOTAL DELIVERED TO LANDOWNERS = 191
TOTAL HAY YARDS ON INVENTORY = 49

1597-98 EXPENDITURES = $470,229.37
HAY YARD MATERIALS = $397,961.72
OTHER EXPENDITURES = § 72,267.65

- INDIRECT COSTS (ADMINISTRATIVE)
- SALARIES

- MOTOR POOL
- TRAVEL
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DEPREDATION COMPLAINTS

11/1/00 - 2/8/01

. Devils Lake | 10 (
Lonetree H 7
Jamestown " 35 2 W
Bismarck 11
l Riverdale 7 1 1
Williston 35 1
Total 105 4 ----- 0 )




When friends or relatives drop in at
mealtime, we are likely (o invite them in
for dinner and call it unexpected compa-
ny. Il a few deer do the same thing we
view them in much the same manner. Bul
when the few turn to many, we tend Lo see
deer as creating a problem wildlife agen-
cies commonly call depredation.

Depredation is an all-encompassing
lerm thit refers to damage deer cause
standing crops, stored cattle foruge, gar-
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protbems if too many deet iarget the same hay wowree
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When natural food sowees are covered by wanter speev, deer ofien mm to stered hav, which can tead 1o

dens and ornamental shrubs. In most
sases the problem deer are whitetails.

Localized depredation problems occur
throughout North Dakota. With an
expanding deer population dercd.atmn
cases have also been increasing,

Deer, like any other wildlife, are prone
to take advantage of casily-accessible
food sources. It's easier for them 1o belly:
up 1o a stack of hay than it is to paw
through drifted snow to get at grain stub-
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ble or grass, Garden vegetables and fruit
gre perhaps more laste-appealing thun
browse.

One way the Game and Fish
.cpanmcm can attempt Lo alleviate deer

epredation is by increasing permit num-
bers in hunting units where deer are caus-

ing the most problems. However, white-
tails can move more than 30 miles in

search of winter food sotirees, 5o increas-

to chase deer.

It is much easier to deal with a depredation problem caused by

Table 1 cross-references depredation problemis with the most |
ppropriate prevention tcchniqgc. Eachlsituution presents u.aigue Hny Stacks  Yes
concerns, and there may be options availuble other than those e o

listed here. Standing
Crops

FENCING Silage Yo
Hay Stack Orchards

Snow fence provides a simple and effective means of protect- and Tree
ing hay stacks. The key to keeping fencing costs down is to keep | Nurseries Yes
hay stacks together in one or two accessible hay yards early in Omamental
the fall, Wrap snow fence, to a height of six feet, up against the Shrubs and
outer bates or sides of stacks, Deer will continue to nibble hay Gardens Yes

through the show fence, but losses should be minimal, Lon
One row of fence pluced 2-4 feet from stacks will also provide
protection, The fence prevents deer from reaching over and eat-
ing the hay, yet the hay is too close to allow deer to jump over
the fence. Plastic snow fence costs about $270 for a 165-foot

roll.

Shiage

A major problem with deer and silage is that deer walk on plas-
tic tarps commonly used to cover pits, or paw at the sides of the
bags, punching holes in the plastic and allowing some silage 1o
spoil, Usually, sttuge fermentation is complete after about four
weeks and then deer damage is less significant, However, contin-
ued pawing by deer will expose more silage,

Cattle or corral panels are used to keep deer away from silage
ored in pits and bags. They are especially effective when used
combination with harbed wire. Construet 4 burbed wire fence
around the silage 2-4 feet from the bags. Construct unother fence
made of portable cattle panels about 2-4 feet outside the burbed

@

'GENERAL GUIDELINES

I there is a primary underlying theme 1o preventing depreda-
tion problems on everything from hay stacks to gardens, it is:
Keep it close and keep an cye on it, By storing hay (especially
the best quality hay), close to home, you can more efficiently
protect it. Avoid stacking hay near wooded areas, This only
serves 1o provide deer with a resting area after they feed.

The presence of a dog in a kennel or around the farm yard is a
strong deterrent against deer. However, dogs should not be used

ing the harvest in centain units does not
always work.
While the Game and Fish Department

does not compensate tlandowners for dam-

ages caused by wildlife, the Department
does provide technical assistance, and
some materials that can help stop depre-
dation before it starts. This is one area of

‘wildlife management where an ounce of
prevention is wosth a peund of cure; or in

this instance, maybe a couple of tons of
hay.
There wre a number of things landown.

ers cin do to avoid big depredation prob-

lems, especially during winter,
Management suggestions from other
states and provinees (pacticularly

Saskatchewan), weee helpful in compiling

this information for North Dakota
landowners

five or 10 animals, than with 50 10 100 deer. Getting on top of
the situation is the key 1o successful control. If you have had a
history of deer depredation problems, posting of your own or
neighboring land during hunting season may be a contributing
factor. Alowing hunters 1o harvest deer can minimize problems
down the road. The Game and Fish Department has an abundant
supply of “Walking Hunters Welcome - Please Park Your
Vehicle and Walk,” and “Ask Before You Enter - Hunting
Allowed With Permission” signs available al no cost. The
Department can also direct hunters to an area if that is desired.

Feneing

Table One

Types of Depredation Problems
Yersus Preventative Methods

Straw  Repellents Prightening  Intercept
Baviers 0 Feeding
Yer Yes Yes
SR . - aa YL.S IR
Yes Yes
Yes Yes
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wire fence. tn this situation, the two fences ure close enough tion,

Bruw r Bureen

Putting snow fence around valuable hay can minimize or prevent deetr depredi




chcamr substitule would be 1o°use welded wire panels (about

Witliam F. Jerser

together so they do not allow deer to jump them and land in
between. The price of cattle punels is variable, but good quality
panels can be obtained for about $60 per [2-foot section. A

14 per 16-fout section),

to construct substantial and potentinlly unsightly fencing wround
their shrubs and gardens. One way to deter deer is 10 wrap shiubs
in chicken wire or snow fence during the fall. This will at feast
minimize winter browsing,
Fences around gardens should be either the slanted type dis-
cussed previously, or an eight-

—

Toot high (12-fool posts) fence
constructed of hog wire. If deer
are unable to jump over i fence,
they will attempt o crawl under
it Therefore, it is important 1o
run the fencing material close 1o
the prowmd, even covering the
hottom wire with dint, ‘This type
of funce wilh cost about $3.50 per
fool, More expensive material
such as welded wire or chicken
wire may increase the effective-
ness of the fencing

If there is a history of chronic
deer problems in the neighbor-
hood, a combination of fencing
and repellents is the best
approach, Deer can devastate a
garden in one night, making a
scaled approach for future protec-
tion a maoot point, Again, having
a dog around the yard is a4 strong

10 INCHES Ns\

Fiyure 1. A slanted fence made of several steands of wive can keop deer ot of orehards and gordens.

Orchards and Tree Nurseries
Deer damage to orchards and nursery stock can happen rapidly

.md be expensive. Much research and effort has been directed at

finding new and better ways of fencing to keep deer, ¢lk and
moose away from comumercially valuable trees.

A number of electrified and high tensile fence designs have
been developed. One example is shown in Figure 1, where eight-
foot posts are placed in the ground spaced about 30 feet apart, To
each of these posts attach another eight foot post at a 45 degree
angle to the ground. The angled post should slant in toward the
crop you wish to protect. The high end should be at least six feet
above the ground. Seven strands of high tensile wire are then
stretched between the posts at 12-inch intervals, with the bottom
wire 10 inches from the ground.

The strategy of using this type of fence is that the deer will
walk under the overbanging fence and be unable to jump over it
To remain effective, plants under the overhung should be
mowed. It has been estimnted that u seven-wire slanted fence
costs from $1.25 to $1.50 per linear foot,

Whether to frnce orchards or use other control methods is 4
cost/benefit question. A 1984 report by Ellingwood and
McAninch (Deer damage control in orchurds and vineyards.
Report No, 4946, NY Dept. of Ag. and Markets, Albany), found
that regardless of design, material costs represented about 60
percent of the total cost. On 20 acres or more, a slanted fence
costs less than three yeurs of repellent spraying. On 40 acres or
more an elght-foot woven wire fence is less costly thun five
yeurs of spraying (note: cost comparisons did not include fence
malntenance costs or life expectancy of fences),

Ornamental Shrubs and Gardens
Fencing ornamental shrubs and gardens around homes
becomes more problematic, Homeowners are genestly refuctunt

deterrent,

STRAW BARRIERS

Hay Stacks

A simple and effective means of protectiog hay is to place less
palatable straw bales around the hay bales to form a barrier, A
“fence” can be created by plucing round bales vertically around
the hay yard, then positioning other round bales horizontully on
each vertical bale. The resulting barrier will be about 11 feet
high. A simple gate can be constructed out of snw fence and 2 x
4s. If the problem continues, the bale barrier protection can he
enhanced by placing snow fence around the perimeter of the
straw bales.

REPELLENTS

There are a number of deer repelients thut have been used over
the years, Among these, one of the more effective is bloodmeat,
Bloodmeal is dried powdered pig or beef blood, It is heated to a
high temperature 1o kill all discase-carrying organisms. It is an
effective deterrent because deer do not like putting their nose in
it.

Bloodmeal cun be messy, especinlly on windy days. Inhaling
the dust should be avoided. Other similar repefients include
home remedies such as egp shakes, dog hair and predator scents.
‘There are also a number of commercial repellents on the market.

Hay Stacks

The most appropriute and cost effective repellent is probably
bloodmeal. A half-pallon plastic container, such us a mitk o
bleach jug, mukes a good scoop for hundling bloodmeal.

Tuking care to stand up wind, broadeast the bloodmeul into the
stuck up to o height of about six feet. Give areas where deer have
been actively feeding an extra dose. A reddish tinge should be
visible in the hay, Putting bloodmenl on snow-covered ground is
not effective,




Bloodmeal costs about $12 to $13 for a 50-pound bag, Cattle
and horses may avoid the treated portion of the bale.

Orchards and Tree Nurseries

11" you have a small commercial nursery and deer depredation
problems ure starting to develop, use a commercial repellent,
Results of testing on commercial repellents are a bit confusing,
but suggest one brand is about as good as another, Follow label
directions for mixing the repellents, and spray trees to a height of
about eight feet (deer will feed while standing on their hind
legs). Repellents need to be reapplied at least once a month;
more often when deer become stressed in late winter, If problems
continue, consider fencing.

Ornamental Shrubs and Gardens

Ormamental shrubs around homes can be protected, to some
extent, by spraying them with an egg shake mix, This mix can be
prepared by mixing two egps with one gallon of water, and
applying the solution with a hand sprayer. A bottle of tabasco
sauce or an ounce of ground red pepper can be added to the egg
shake, and may increase its effectiveness. This repellent should
be reapplied at least once a month, or after each rain storm.

Heuavily-scented deodorant soaps (¢.g. Soap on a Rope, Irish
Spring) have been used as deer repellents, Place the soap in old
nylon stockings and hang one or two per tree at about three feet
off the ground. Effectiveness of this method may vary, but it is
an inexpensive approach using readily available products.

Ornamental Shrubs and Gardens

An easy-to-construct scare device can be made by placing .
radio inside a metal garbage can. Position this can in the center
of the garden, tune in an sll-night rock music station, turn up the
volume and let it play all night. Apparently this method has been
successful. If you live in town, you miy want to talk to your
neighbor ahead of time about using this method.

INTERCEPT FEEDING

Standing Crops and Hay Stacks

Intercept or stop-gap feeding is a double-edged sword. 1t may
solve a problem in one area, but create another one some place
else, simply delaying the need to hiarvest mose deer in that area
until another ycar. The idea behind intercept feeding is to place a
food source between a resting arca and where deer are creating
problems.

The feed provided should be of equal or better quality than that
being protected. To be suceessful, placement of the feed stations
must tuke into accourn:

l. Distance from other food sources

2. Snow conditions

3. Protection from wind and biowing snow

4. Livestock interference

5. Distance from roads and highways

6. Pouching

7. Predation by dogs and coyotes

8. ‘The nuniber of deer involved in the depredation complaint.
In short, the use of intercept feeding should be used

only as a fust resort and with direction and input from
the Game and Fish Department,

The methods discussed above range from the sim-
plest to the most complex technigues available, Each
is effective in certain situations, Depredation by deer
can be lrustrating and a financial drain for a landown-
er, While the Game and Fish Department cannot comt-
pensate landowners for losses, the Departiment does
have resources available 1o help prevent or reduce
depredation problems. It you have a problem, or see
potential for a problem contact the Bismarck Ganse
aned Fish office, or the district Game and Fish office in
your aret,

Keeping a close watch on your hay stacks, gardens
and apple trees will speed response time and limit the
Aanage. Planning ahead to prevent problems is in the
long run the cheapest and best protection,

natural resources division.

Noise devices, such ay a propane gum, will seare deer iway for awhile, bt deer
may eventially become uccustomed o the nolse makers,

FRIGHTENING
Standing Crops, Orchard und Tree Nurserles
Standing crops of corn und alfalfa are particulurly difficult (o
roleet from deer damage. Short-term protection of standing
rops, orchards and tree nurseries is possible with propance guns,
recrackers und other scare devices, Deer do, however, become
accustomed 1o such noise makers. For assistance with the use of
such devices, contuct the Game and Fish Department.

North Dakota Game and Fish Department
District Office Locations and Phone Numbers

Devils Lake — 662-3617
Dickinson —. 227-2343
Jamestown —- 252-4681
Lisbon — 683-49(X)
Harvey — 324.2211
Mott — 824.2337
Oukes -— 742.2271
Riverdale -~ 654-7475
Williston -~ 7744320




