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Minules:

Chairman Earl Rennerfeldt, Vice Chair Jon O, Nelson, Rep. Brekke, Rep. DeKrey, Rep, Drovdal,

Rep, Galvin, Rep, Keiser, Rep, Klein, Rep. Nottestad, Rep. Porter, Rep. Weiler, Rep, Hanson,

Rep, Kelsh, Rep. Solberg, Rep, Winrich

Chairman Rennerfeldt: 1 will open the hearing on HI3 12064,

Rep, Herbel: This bill iy similar to HB 1263 except it deals with bow hunters, it would allow
people fifty-five years and older to ase lighted pins to assist with sighting, Most of thu bow
hunting is done in mornings and evenings in low light. It is a problem not just being able to
focus, but with less light. I believe this is not about killing deer, but more so about not wounding
them and doing better with the kill, Also 1 think is allows people of that age category to continue

to hunt, | ask that you Do Pass HB 1204,
Rep. Keisers What is a lighted pin?
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Herbel: 1 will defer that question to Phil Johnston who is a bow hunter, 1 am not,

Chairman Rennetfeldt; Anyone else to speak in favor of this bill?

Phil Johnston: (sce written testimony).

Rep, Porter: Can you describe what is termed legal in regards to sight pins and colors of sight
pins to help people with color problems?

Johnston: | will take u shot at it. [ don’t think we make reference to color, we just simply say iv
can't be a lighted pin. No reference to color of sight.

Rep. Porter: Right now they are using fluorescent type. They have a glow, but not lighted,
Johnston; Only if there's available light. I have a fluorescent pin on my sight and during legal
shooting hours in dim light, 1 simply can't sce that sight. 1 talked to several people who were
having the same problem, This bill is good for ND hunters and good for the game we hunt.
Rep. Porter: Hope and Young disqualify any deer shot with lighted sight pins.

Johnston: That is cotrect.

Rep. Porters 11 the deer shot with lighted sight pins wouldn't even qualify for records or
registration, why should the state of ND allow them?

Johnston: With all due respect, 1 don’t think the people we are talking about here are interested in
getting an animal in the book, [ am only interested in extending the golden years, Improving the
hunting for the people in their golden years,

Rep. Galyin; | personally would have more empathy for this bill {f it focused on the degree of
sight impairment rather than age,

Rep Hetbel: 1 introduced this, s u start, perhaps it could be amended at a later date to include

more people. 1 thought if we opened it up to too manyv people, it would be fuced with such
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opposition that it would never pass and the people in their golden years would not be able to
benefit from this, | wouldn’t have any opposition.

Johnston: We talked to Game and Fish and one of the muzzle loading members agreed we don’t
have any idea how many people this bill will impact, The best estimate we can make is 500
people over the age of 55 that hunt big game in ND. This pretty much says that the muzzleloader
lottery will not be inundated by thousand and thousands of people applying for muzzleloader
tags and this isn't going to impact thousands and thousands of bow hunters. In the case of bow
hunters I am going to guess 200-300 people.

Rep. Porter; Are you familiar with the innovative techniques of laser cye surgery? That a person
never has to wear bifocals again? When those innovations are here right now in Bismarck, ND
and as people take advantage of those, what’s your argument back on that?

Johnston: T am glad you asked that question, One of my friends just went through the eye surgery
and he lost the use of his right eye.

Rep. Porter; As with any medical procedure there are complications involved and those are the
risks everyone assumes when they do nonessential surery,

Johnston: 1 don*t want to be disrespectful here, what T am talking about is a $2 ligit to put on
your sight pins versus a $2000,00 surgery that you might have.

Rep. Herbel; 1 addressed that issue, 1 was going to have that surgery. 1 was tui d that § would still
need my bifocals because that surgery docs not correct the use of a bifocal. It would hels vou to
sce distances but in my case wouldn't do any good.

Chairman Rennerfeldt; Any further questions of the committee? Anyone else to testify in favor

of HB 12647 Anyone opposed?
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Kevin Lech - Government and Conservation Director for the ND Bow hunters Assn.: 1 am a bow

hunter in opposition to this bill. We accept the challenge of bow hunting, Al sportsmen have
benefited from our association. Currently there are 10,532 bow hunters in the state. The majority
ol people are strongly opposed to the lighted sight pin technology. (Shows two sights to the
commitice and explains the difference.) With so many advancements that have been made in
archery, we are very concerned about how far technology will push our sport, Today there is new
fiber optic sights available for muzzle loaders and bows. (passes out sight and explains
differences.) 1 have no trouble seeing that sight during low light legal hunting scason. Tam notan
eye doctor, but 1 asked Dr, Colby to submit a letter recommending a 1o Not Pass, (sce letter
attached). Another issue brought up was Pope and Young or PNY. 10 was started in 1961 (o
recognize animals in North America harvested by Tegal archery. Itis the decision of the
governing board that a light on the sight is not the fair chase, That is a real concern ol ours. 1 is
the recommendation of the ND Bow Hunters Assn. that you do not pass HI3 1264,

Vice Chair Nelson: Are you familiar with bow hunting laws similar in other states?

Lecli: | do not know the law in most states, but in many of the states do allow that technology. A
lot of those taws were enacted long ago when this sight was common. (shows sight), With
todiy's technology it just isn't needed.

Vice Chair Nelson: Do you cousider it an advantage to bow hunters of ND to include more

people in this sport? Or do you think that is a disadvantage?
Leeh: Uthink that neoviding we have the right type of people joining our spott I would welcome
ail ethical people that are going to be law abiding in terms of = am 1 trying to exclude people by

not supporting HB 1204, absolutely not. T am basing that on my knowledge of the technology
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available today, testimony from Dr, Colby and other eye doctors, Today's equipment does
provide for older people if their eyes do change to be able to see the pins.

Viee Chair Nelson: From your perspective, you looked for an advantage when you went for the

fiber optics sight and as we progress in age and our cyes do get poorer, it seems to me if' it is bow
hunters in this bill or muzzle loaders in the other bill, that we do get to a point where our vision
may stop us from hunting, | think we would want to include people as long, as possible and yet
preserve the identity of the sport. There's the challenge,

Lech: When we look at the technology available today, the reason | switched from the original

equipment [ used to the compound cquipment was that | have a 12 year old son that is starting to
shoot. I wanted him to start with traditional style equipment because it is casier to use o
compound bow. That was the reason | made that personal choice. With regard to more people
getting involved in this sport, we have to be very careful with that, Last year | worked with the
departinent on a technology issue similar to the sight pin issue. 1 don't think technology
advancements like these are beneficial to our sport,

Vice Chair Nelsoi: You think by the passage of this bill we would be starting down that

dangcerots path,

Leehs Yes, 1 think vhat would happen would be start this with over 55 years of age and then in
two or four years we find from an enforcement standpoint that it would be changed and that
technology would be available for everybody and then 1 have a concern about cthics and fair
chase and shooting afier hours,

Rep, Nottestad: You threw the term unethical out a nuniber of times. [ have very mueh concerns
with that, in your estimation nsing that term us you did, all of the states that permit lighted pin

use, in your indication woul” ke all uncthien?
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Lech: No, I don’t think that the hunters are all uncthical. What | am saying is, when the lighted
pinis on the bow, it allows the hunter to see that pin before legal shooting time. Not necessarily
use and shoot an animal before,

Rep, Nottestad: Much as using your headlights to sce to spot a deet?

Lech: Yes, that would be much unethical,

Rep. Nottestad: But it would be much the sane, a choice of the individual to become uncthical,

The instrument doesn’t make it unethical? 1t is the choice of the individual,
L.ech: ‘I'hat is correet,

Chairman Rennerfeldt: Any other questions of the committee? s there anyone else to speak in

opposition to this bill?

Mike Dopahue - NDWI & USND: We support the bow hunters association and ask for a Do Not

Pass on HB 12064, The reasons are there has been much discussion between muzzle loading and
periteters of equipment, the question is asked, what next? How about radar, global positioning,
laser guided arrows, that technology could lead. Fair chase has been mentioned, we ask that you
please keep in mind fair chase as a resource for the animal, We just ask that you Do No Pass,
Rep, Keiser: What is your position on fish locators?

Donuhug; Personally, not for these two outfits, [ am not currently up on the technology of fish
locators, but from what 1 am hearing, this has gone far enough,

Chairman Rennerfeldt: Any more commiitee questions? Anyone else opposed to this bill?

Payl Crary - Coss County Wildlife Club: I just want you know that we are on record as being
opposcd to this bill and ask you to Do Not Pass,

Chairman Repuerfeldt, Auy commitice questions? Any one else in opposition to HB 1264, 1 not

I will close the hearing on HB 1204,
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COMMITTEE WORK

Chairman Rennerfeldt: Okay, let’s do HB 1264 dealing with lighted sight pins while bow

hunting,
Rep, Porter: I move a4 Do Not Pass on HB 1264,

Rep, Solberg: 1 second.

Rep. Porter: This bill unlike the previous bill has nothing to do with eyesight. During the
testimony it was explained that it’s going to make it a ot casicr to see a half hour before the sun
comes up. You saw the sights presented, they gather light and ifluminate without an additional
light source, and to add onemore trick to someones bag does not make hunting and I urge a Do
Not Pass on this bill,

Chairman Renperfeldt: Any further discussion? No further opinions?

Vice Chair Nelson;: | don't see that Rep. Porter is looking at this ... | think there is a lot of

similarity to the last bill, Bow hunters are a special group of hunters, | think the samwe issucs are
in this bill as in the last bill, Thete are a fot of responsible bow bunters and at (that time of day or
night, the gimics Rep. Porter talks about are just that... Fiber oplics, that's a gimmic, Maybe fore
somebody that has good eyesight that is adequate, It certainly enhances their chances of shooting
the deer, the fact is that people with more impaired sight, the light gives them the same
advantage as they were getting with these other enhancements, once again it allows mote people
to go out and bow hunt, | think that {8 good for the state of ND. It is good to get people invovled

in the sport,

shairman Rennerfeldt: 1s there uny further discussion?
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Vice Chair Nelson: One last thing, I'think the best question asked of the day was Rep. Keiser

asked Mike Donahue whether he used a fish finder or not. We all have used technology to our
advantage and 1 think we will continue to want to do that. ‘That’s just general nature,

Chairman Rennerfeldt: Call the roll on the Do Not Pass.

MOTION FOR A DO NOT PASS
YES, 6 NO,9

Motion fails

. Rep, Dekrey: I move a Do Pass,

Rep. Drovdal; T second.

Chajrman Rennerfeldt: We have a motion fora Do Pass by Rep. DeKiey and a second by Rep.

Drovdal, Call the roll,

MOTION FOR A DO PASS

YES, 10 NO,S§

CARRIED BY REP, GALVIN
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Eleventh order on the calendar.
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BILL TO MAKE
LIGHTED SIGHT PINS LEGAL
ON
ARCHERY GFAR DURING
HUNTING SEASON
HB 1264
By
Phillip W, Johnston

Thank you Mr. Chairman. It's an honor and privitege to be with you and the Committee today.

1B 1264 is designed only to make hunting seasons better for our scasoned hunters-men and
wotnen who have hunted for most of their lives, in many cases.

The use of lighted sight pins for bow hunting is widely accepted in the United States. Currently
44 states specifically allow such sight systems or make no reference to them in their current
regulations, according to recent data from the Nalional Rifle Association,

This bill was carefully crafted to eliminate many of the objections put forth by several dominant,
vocal clubs and associations in our Great State,

A This bill would not impact the general population that is less than 55 years of
age and will not preatly impact the annual deer harvest.

B, This bill would not result in hunters taking uncthical shots in the ficld simply
because their bow is equipped with a lighted sight pin because only seasoned,
experienced hunters would carry such equipment. An experienced hunter knows
how far his or her bow is effective, regardless of the sights being used.

C. This bill does not mandate that anyone must hunt with lighted sight systems or
any other personally unacceptable gear on their chosen archery gear. It simply
offers an alternative sight system that might allow a hunter to spend the sunset
of hig or her life doing what they love most--hunting.

D. This bill would not alter the legal hunting hours. it would simply allow our
mature hunters to accurately place their projectiles during the best 20 minutes of’
each day-the time when animals are moving in the shadows before sunrise or
sunset. The time when it Is most ditficult to see the front sight or the sight pin
on archery tackle.

E. This bill, if passed, will allow hunters who choose a lighted sight system _to
make ethical shots in the ficld-shots that take game cleanly because the shot was
put exactly where it needed to go. It will reduce poor shots in the fiold resulting
from an inability to see the sight systemn.

Not long ago [ was chatting with a veteran hunter, one who takes a great deal of ptide in a
collectlon of photos on the wall that support a lifetime of hunting with archery gear and shotgun.,
There arv photos of dogs that are and great dogs that long ago passed away. This hunter said that
for the first time in his life it was impossible to sve the sights on his bow and that he'd missed three
shots at 4 great buck simply because he couldn't see the sights, this past season.

This is a bill simply designed to allow our hunters a full season, If you will, An effort to help
those of us who love hunting so very niuch that we might continue hunting oven through our
golden years when the pulse still beats just a bit faster with each approaching hunting season even




though the rest of the body might protest just a bit. This is an effort to provide even our senior

hunters with the accuracy necessary to place a quick, lethal, and humane shot in the field, an ethic
that we've been committed to for so long. Something that is simply impossible when we can no

longer see the sights on our hunting equipment.

VI.  Passing this bill is the right thing to do. It's right for North Dakota. 1t's its right for our hunters
and it's right for the game we hunt.

VIIl.  Thank you.
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STATE-BY-STATE POSITIONS REGARDING
USE OF SIGHTS/LIGHTS (BATTERY POWERED, FIBER OPTICS, ETC.)
IN ARCHERY HUNTING*

4

. “(As they appear in aurrent published rufas and re
STATE . - -

Alabama

has a light source attached that Is capable of casting a beatn of
light (Including a laser sight) forward of salg bow or gun or to
posgess such a light source adapted for attachment to said bow
or gun while hunting.

it shall be unlawful to use any equipment that uses electronics 10
Insraase the ubillty to see in the dark (night vision equipment) to
hunt any spacies of wildlife, both protected or unprotecied
species.

Alaska NOT - use electronic devices or light attached 10 the bow, arrow
or arrowhead with the excaption of a non-liluminating camera.

NOT - use scopes or other devices attacned to the bow or arrow
for optical enhancement,

‘WW---“

| Arizona B Not addressed in regulations

:rkg;nsgs ) Telesiopfa fﬂ rgﬁgnifylng sights cannot be used.
Qau_fomi:“ _:,..... Not addrassed in regulations N o
Colorado | Not addressad in regulations B

Connecticut Not addressed in ragulations
Delaware ‘ Not addressed In regulations

Prohibited - Hunting with & bow aquipped with sights or aiming

Florida

dovices with electranic computational capabillities or light
o | projection (laser) features, o

Georgla Net addressed in regulations o

Hawali Not addressed in regulations B

ldaho Prohibited - Electronic or trifum-powered devices v

Minols Not addressed In regulations -

Indiana Not addressed in reguistions o

lowa | Not addrassed in ragulationa

Kansas It Is legal to uge lightad pin sights, dot aights, holographle sights,
optical scopes, and range finders if the systems do not project \

visible light toward the target and do not slectrically amplity light.
Laser scopus and night scopas ars prohiblted.

Phiaan Wity i,

entucky Not addressed In ragulations .
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Louisiang

Not addressed In ;eguiatlor;:

Maine

Not addressed in regulations

Maryland

Not uddressed in reguiations

Massachusetts

Not addressed in regulations

Not addressed in regulations

Michigan
Minnesota

Not addressaed In regulations

Mgslaaippi

Not addressed In regulations

—

r-w-‘ A

Missgauri

Prohibited - Any tighting device that casts a beam of light on the
Q_E‘mﬁ.

Montana

Prohibited - Blectronic or ballery-powered devices attached to a
hunting bow, A bow sight or arrow which uses artificial light,
luminous chemicals such as tritium or electronics.

Neb;;ska

lt'is unlawful to have any aelectrical d;;kze attached o a ﬂrwewnr"rvn or
bow while hunting big game with the excepntion of lighted sight
ping attached to front of bow,

Nevada

Not addressed in regulations

New Hampshira

Not addressed in regulations

_ New Jorsey

Not addressed In reguiations

New tﬁ_axicoﬁ

Sights on bows may not magnify or project light.

New York

Not addressed in regulations

North Carolina

Not addressed in reguiations

North Dakota

Electronin sighting devices and stationary lighted sight pins
cgnnot be pessessod while nunting.

Ohio

it Is unlawful 10 have attached to a iongbow or crossbow any
muchanical, electical, or elactrunic device capable of projecting

a beam of N_g_ht. o

Okiahorna

Prohiblited - Laser sights and electronic fracking devices.

Oregor

No elacironic devicés may be attached 10 a bow or arrow.

Pennsylvania

Not addressed In reguiations

Rhode !Island

Not addressed in regulations

Seuth Carolina

Not addrassed in ragulations

South Dakota

Prohibited - Telescople sights, lighted sight pins, laser sights.

Weapors may be equipped with sighting devices except those
davices using an arificial light capable of locating wildlife,

o Tennessee
exas

Rin sight lights on archery aquipment are legal devices.
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The foﬂgwing equipment or devices maY not be used to take big
gume - @ bow with an attached electronio
magnitying aiming device.

Vermont Not addressed In reguiations

range finding device or

t:lwot addressed In reguiations

It Is Hlegal to huve any electrical equipment or dovTc;(s) attached
to the bow or arrow while hunting.

Wett Virginia Not addressed in regulations
Wisconsin Nt addressed in regulations

Wyoming Not addressed in regulations

y_lrglnlaw
Washington

TOTAL P.04
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January 24, 2001

Natural Resources Committee
2001 Tegielative Beossion

? Rat Housa Bill #1264

Natural Rcsourcas Committoe,

I am wrlting this letter to opposo Housc Bill #1264, I am an Optomatrigt

with over 20 years experience in visleon care and my profaseional opinior

lg that there is no visual requiroment of a normally sighted individuili
Mogt vislic

to need a sighted sight pin at age 8% when ueing a bow slght,

deacraasing changen in the eye other than the nced for a near reading glags
for close work do not oceur until much later in life. I cannot disagree
with the fact that a lighted sight pin is easler to sc¢o in very little
light conditiens or at night but at the present time it would bonefit
primarlly before or after legal bhunting hours. There are numerous lega
bow sights that uase fiber optic ping that adeoquately gather more than
enough light to allow a normally sighted person to use Of a bow sight trrt

they can sca during legal shooting hours,

rsonal opinion as a bow hunter who 18 older than 40 ycars or age is

@
&ﬁag a bow 1s a primitlve weapon and I have had no problems mysclf using
a It is hard to justify a battery operated sight with

tandard sights.

thousands of older hunters using bows without having had any problems with
shooting or aiming. One final consgsideration, if a person would claim thet
thoy cahnot see a bow silght is why not use a bow without a sight at it hes
hean dono for thousands of years. I hopo you will keep in mind that th's
bill #1264 doas not help promote bow hunting but rathrer makes the rules
more aomplicatad as wall as provides opportunity for nonethical individuals
the ability to shoot past legal shooting hours, This is why I gannot sunpor
this bill and would consider your committce recommending it do not pass,

Binoe '
04

Dr. D& Colby

Optomatriat

Kenmare, ND
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