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2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. HB 11395
House Human Services Committee
W Conference Committes

Hearing Date January 30, 2001

_TapeNumber | sideA [ SideB | Meterd
Committee Clerk Signature C?mwwua o ? ) .

Minutes:

Chairman Price, Vice Chairman Devlin, Rep. Dosch, Rep. Gatvin, Rep. Klein, Rep. Pollert,
Rep. Porter, Rep. Tieman, Rep. Weiler, Rep. Weisz, Rep. Cleary, Rep. Meteall, Rep. Niemeier,
Rep. Sandvig

Chuirmin Prige: Open hearing on HIB 1398,

Rep, Gulleson: Presented Bill. My task is to walk you through this bill, The bill basically

provides a uniform sct of standards for assistance dogs throughout the state so that as people with
disabilitics move between states, the standards will be the same, They won't be denied aecess in
one state where they were allowed access in another. That is the goal of this bill.

Chairman Price: The Senate Bill has o Sec. 5 in it that yours does not, is that the amendment

you're talking about?

Rep, Gulleson: Yes.

bt e A



Page 2

House Human Services Committee
Bill/Resolution Number HB 1395
Hearing Date January 30, 2001

Chairman Price: Do you see any problems if we enact See. 4 as far as an employer that may be o

food establishment owner or in another case, a medical provider?

Rep. Gulleson: Current law already provides exceptions for these types of situations,

Rep. Porter: On refusal to provide housing - is there a provision for the landlord that he can
require more of a seeurity deposit for damages?

Rep. Gulleson: Current law states fees cannot be higher.

Rep. Porter: In Sec. 2 it states the individual is Liable for damages done by an assistance dog, but
that same language does not appear in the housing portion. This is conflicting. Another question
is when you look at Sec. § and Sec, 7, vehicles required to yield to the individuals with assistinee
dogs, there is no provision that they have to have certain markings that will identify theny as
assistance dogs.

Rep. Gulleson: 1 am going to let Mike Gehring answer that question,

Rep. Porter: In the employer part of it. what about other employees that have allergies?

Rep, Gulleson: Hopefully, that could be worked out in the work place.

Mike Gelring: Exccutive Dircctor of Great Plains Assistance Dog Training. 1 would like to
address the question regarding food service establishments - more than likely they would work at
a cashicr's counter, Hospital scttings, of course common sense hae to be interjected. As far as
the pedestrian issue, the dogs have white lettering and harnesses. The first they need to look at in
the entire issue is to stop looking at this as 2 dog, and start Jooking at it as an auxiliary device for
an individual with a disability.

Chajrman Price: Close hearing on HB 1395,




2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. HB 1395

House Human Services Committee
O Conference Commitiee

Hearing Date January 31, 2001

Tape Number SideA Side B Meter # .
Tape 3 X 3770 10 5220

Committee Clerk Signature /Zégﬁm@“ Mm J e

Minutes:

COMMITTEE WORK:
CHAIRMAN PRICE: The amendmients that were passed out make this bill the same as the

Senate Bill 2365, That is for the trainer to be able to work with the dog in public. The sponsors

are in favor of that,

REP. GALVIN: Did they get around the allergy issue?

CHAIRMAN PRICE: It is the same as for perfume, or hair spray, ot smoker. Something that
would have to be handled by employee-employer negotiations.

REP, METCALF: | motion a Do Pass on your amendment.

REP, WEILER: Does this mean we have to get rid of Section 5, lines 13 and 14,

CHAIRMAN PRICE: We're not replacing, we're adding, All in fuvor signify by saying Aye.

We have an amended bill,
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House Human Services Committee
Bill/Resolution Number HB 1395
Hearing Date January 31, 2001

REP. PORTER: I have two concerns with this bill. Concern number one is Section 4. | think
that by putting this kind of verbage into law that we are creating a conflict with the federal ADA
standards by mandating an employer and not leaving it up to negotiations., Not everybody has an
office big enough. From an ADA standpoint and a medical standpoint we arc putting a big
burden on the employers that we shouldn't do. My second problem with this bill is Section 5.
We're stating that we have to give caution to people with a guide dog, but we aren’t saying how
are we going to recognize that dog as a guide dog in comparisou to me walking my dog down the
street,

REP. DOSCH: T agree with Rep. Porter on this. | have several problems with the bill and one is
in that section, We're suppose (o be extra careful when an individual with a dog is there, but
what about 4 little kid on his bike. Do we need a special faw for that? Do we need a special law
for & mother pushing a kid across the street in a stroller? Do we need to address that? We're
Picking out one little aspect and making a law out of it. 1 think ADA covers people with
disabilities very well, and § just don’t see the need for another picce of legislation,

REP. WEISZ: Are we going beyond even what is cutrently provided for a sccing eye dog?
CHAIRMAN PRICE: Committee, would you like to have the intern to research how this bill sits
with the ADA, as far as what is required of the employer und that sort of thing? 1 still have an
amended bill in front of us, but we will let Annette do some of that,

REP. METCALF: On Section 5 it really hasn't changed anything of the law that is currently

there except that it changed the verbage a little bit, but added injury to the assistant dog. 1t is

alteady there,

CHAIRMAN PRICE: We're done for today,




2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. HI3 1395 A
House Human Services Committee
L Conference Committee

Hearing Date February 6, 2001

Tape Number Side A - Side B Meter /1
Tape | X 3030 to end

Tape | X () 10 2940

Commiittee Clerk Signature %_Mm

Minutes:

COMMITTEE ‘WORK;:

CHAIRMAN PRICE: Let's go to HB 1395,

REP, CLEARY: [ have a note here that says this provides uniform standards between states,
VICE CHAIRMAN DEVLIN: What arc the ADA requirements about a dog being marked?
REP. WEISZ: Doecs Section 4 have to be put in when there is no reference to seeing cye dogs?
CHAIRMAN PRICE: I think it is a case by case basis. It is not a law, but [ think most
businesses realize they have to allow that,

REP. DOSCH: I don’t see the need for this law, Most of these issued are already regulated
through ADA.

REP, METCALF: This is a changing from u secing cye dog to an assistant dog. Sccondly, there

is a housing area there. 1 guess as far as Section 4 is concerned that has nothing to do with

allowing of patrons into an establishment, it has to do with an employer,




Page 2

House Human Services Committee
Bill/Resolution Number HB 1395
Hearing Date February 6, 2001

REP. NIEMEIER: 1 think the benefit of this bill is to get the language “assistant dog” in as it
relates to handicap persons who the dog will pick up things for them and perform little tasks, |
would like to move the amendment to expand Section § - add the trainer.

REP. METCALF: [ really don’t think this is going to be that big of a problem,

REP. PORTER: In Section 3, we're telling the public that you can't refuse to provide housing,
but we're not telling them that the security deposit can be more because of the dog. We're not
telling them they are responsible for any damage done by the assistance dog. | think Scction 4
should be completely removed from the bill, | think Scction § should be amended so that alter
fine 19 afler the word dog we insert “easily identificd by a harness.”

CHAIRMAN PRICE: (Committee discussion.)

REP, WEISZ: Motioned a Do Not Pass as amended.

REP. KLEIN: Second.

CHAIRMAN PRICE: (Committee discussion,)

REP, PORTER: Move to amend Sections 3 and 4.

REP. POLLERT: Second,

CHAIRMAN PRICE: We have a motion and a second for an amendment. Discussion on the
amendment,

REP, METCALF: 1 would like to ask a question regarding ADA and Section 3. Is this Section 3
more stringent than the ADA requirement or housing requirements

REP, DOSCH: 1 do believe it is because it is requiring all landlords to do it.

REP. METCALF: You're saying then thut there can be no apartment houses set aside that say

“no pets” - that would be completely outlawed?

. REP. DOSCH: Yes.




Page 3

House Human Services Committec
Bill/Resolution Number HB 1395
Hearing Date February 6, 2001

REP. NIEMEIER: [sn’t an assistance dog classificd as a pet - [ don’t think so?

CHAIRMAN PRICE: I don’t have anything the Intern pulled off for me as far as housing goes.
You're right, assistance dogs arc not pets. We have a motion in front of us to delete Section 3,
Scetion 4, and put “special haress” in Scction 5, All those in favor signify by saying Aye (1
Yes, 3 No). We have an amended bill in front of us.

REP. PORTER: Motion DO PASS as amended.

REP. WEISZ: Second,

CHAIRMAN PRICE: The clerk will take the roll on a DO PASS as amended.

11 YES 3NO 0ABSENT CARRIED BY REP. WEISZ




PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HB 1385

Page 1, line 1, replace "three” with “four”

Page 2, after line 12, insert:

SECTION 5. A new section to chapter 25-13 of the North Dakota Century Code
is created and enacted as follows:

Trainer and assistance dog - Admission to public places. The trainer of an
assistance dog, with the assistance dog, may enter any place of public accommodation,

common carrier, facility of a health care provider, and any place to which the putlic is
generally invited, without being required to pay an extra charge for the assistance dog,

1. The trainer wears a photo identification card issued by assistance dogs
international indicating that the trainer is a member of assistance dogs
international; and

2. The trainer is liable for any damage done to the premises or facility by the.

assistance dog.

Renumber accordingly




10745.0101 Adopted by the Human Services Committee 0 }
Title.0200 February 6, 2001 2/ lo
HOUSE AMENDMENTS TO HB 1395 HOUSE HS 2-7-01

Page 1, line 1, replace "three" with "two"

HOUSE AMENDMENTS TO HB 1395 HOUSE HS 2-7-01

Page 2, repiace lines 1 through 12 with:

"Trainer and assistance dog - Admission to public places. The trainer of an
assistance doq, with the assistance dog, may enter any place of public accommaodation,
common catrier, facility of a health care provider, and any place to which the public is
gf;enerally invited, without being required to pay an extra charge for the assistance doq,
if:

1.  The lrainer wears a photo identification card issued by assistance dogs
international indicaling that the trainer is a member of assistance dogs
international: and

2. Thetrainer is liable for any damage done to the premises or facility by the
assistance dog."

Page 2, line 19, after "an" insert "easily identified"”

Renumber accordingly

Page No. 1 10745.0101
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Roll Call Vote #: /

2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES
BILL/RESOLUTIONNO. H{E 1398

House  Human Scrvices Committee

Subcommittee on
or T
Conference Comiitiee

Legislative Council Amendment Number

Action Taken Do NoT- PﬂSS Ay Arnendlel )

Motion Made By : Seconded .
'@Q{J)- ulaw? By QEG"“K@%‘“"‘““““

A P - e —
——

Representatives Yes | No Representatives Yes | No
‘ Rep. Clara Sue Price, Chairman | Rep. Audrey Cleary e
Rep. William Devlin, V, Chairman v~ | Rep. Ralph Metealf L
. Rep. Mark Dosch e Rep. Carol Niemeicer s
Rep. Pat Galvin v Rep. Sally Sandvig
Rep. Frank Klein v
Rep. Chet Pollert Ve
Rep. Todd Porter v
Rep. Wayne Tieman /!
Rep. Dave Weiler v
Rep. Robin Weisz VA
—— ]
Total  (Yes) L} No Lo
Absent

Floor Assignment _

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:
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Roll Call Vote it: 2o

2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES
BILL/RESOLUTIONNO. HB (395

Committee

House  Human Services

Subcommittee on

or
Conference Commitiee

Legislative Council Amendment Number

" , , )
Action Taken Mnmmyi/“&édéj&% J.aﬁhlz(a‘z 1 S &
Motion Made By Seconded
Kep. il By Reg. Polley
I Represcentatives

; | No Representatives Yes | No

Rep, Clura Sue Price, Chairman e Rep. Audrey Cleary L/

Rep. William Devlin, V, Chairman | .~ Rep. Ralph Metcalf L

Rep. Mark Dosch . v Rep. Carol Niemeier /
W vl
/
%

o

Rep. Pat Galvin Rep. Sally Sandvig

Rep. Frank Klein
Rep. Chet Pollert
Rep. Todd Potter v
Rep. Wayne Tieman /
Rep, Dave Weiler /
Rep. Robin Weisz v

,

Total  (Yes) I No _ 3

Absent

Floor Assignment

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:




Datec: 2 -4-a/
Roll Call Vole #: 3

2601 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES
BILL/RESOLUTIONNO. HE 1349%

House  Human Services Commitice
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Legislative Council Amendment Numbey

Action Taken DO E@,_QSM-MM&_
Motion Made By Seconded ‘
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Representatives Yes | No Representatives Yes | No
Rep. Clara Sue Price, Chairman W/ Rep. Audrey Cleary o
Rep. Willjam Devlin, V, Chairman | Rep. Ralph Metcalf N
. Rep. Mark Dosch Vv Rep. Carol Niemeier 2 ‘

Rep. Pat Galvin \ Rep. Sally Sandvig L
Rep. Frank Klein v i
Rep. Chet Pollert Vv

[Rep. Todd Porter v
Rep. Wayne Tieman L/
Rep. Dave Weiler s
Rep. Robin Weisz L/

Total  (Yes) L] No 3

Absent

Floor Assignment ‘_‘Q_oe‘ujmga_w

if the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:




REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: HR-22-2588

February 7, 2001 12:53 p.m. Carrier: Weisz
Insert LC: 10745.0101 Title: .0200

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
HB 1395: Human  Services Committee (Rep. Price, Chairman) recommends
AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS
(11 YEAS, 3 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1395 was placed on the
Sixth order on the calendar.

Page 1, line 1, replace "three" with "two"

Page 2, replace lines 1 through 12 with:

"Trainer_and assistance dog - Admission to public places. The trainer ol an
assistance dog, with the _assistance dog, may enter any place of public
accommodation, common carrier, facility of a health care provider, and any place to
which the public is _generally inviled, withou! being required to pay an extra charge for
the assistance dog, if:

1. The trainer wears a photo identification catd issued by assisiance dogs
internationa! indicating_that the {rainer is a member of assistance dogs

international; and

2. The trainer is liable for any damage done to the premises or facility by the
assistance dog."

Page 2, line 19, after "an" insert "gasily identified"

Renumber accordingly

2) DEBK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 HR-22.2688
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2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. HB 1395
Senate Human Services Committee
O Conference Committee

Hearing Date March 7, 200

Tape Number Side A bldc B - Mclc o
- S I 489,
2 X )
March 28, 2001 I X |
Committee Clerk Signature 4-11(,/'_" e L/\/ /) { /

Minutes:

The hearing was opened on HB 1395,

REPRESENTATIVE PAM GULLICKSON, sponsor, recommends a DO NOT PASS. 1 support
SENATOR ERBELE’S bill 2365. There will be an amendment on that bill and am very
suppottive of the concept. SENATOR MATHERN: [f this were the bill that was needed to
address this need, would there be any amendments to make it as good as possible? REP.
GULLICKSON: It clarifies the definition of assistance dog. Not just your pet. SENATOR
ERBELLE: This is the school for dogs in Judd, They need trainer access to public places so the
dog can learn the different situations and react, There is a responsibility to identify and notify
the public places before bringing the animal in,

No further testimony.

The hearing was closed.

Students from Thompson visited the committee and visited with the Senators.




Page 2

Senate Human Services Commitlee
Bill/Resolution Number HI3 1395
Hearing Date March 7, 2001

March 28, 2001, Tape 1, Side A,

Discussion resumed on HB 1395, SENATOR ERBELE moved to amend to mateh SB 2365,
SENATOR MATHERN scconded the motion.  Discussion, Amendments explain the
difference between assistance dogs and therapy dogs. Voice vote carried. SENATOR
MATHERN moved a DO PASS AS AMENDED. SENATOR ERBELIL seconded the motion,

Roll call vote carried 6-0. SENATOR ERBELE will carry the bill,




Date: 3/2'06/‘9/
Roll Call Vote #: [

2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES
BILL/RESOLUTIONNO. /395

Senate  HUMAN SERVICES Committee

Subcommittee on
or
Conference Committee

Legislative Council Amendment Number

Action Taken __DQ__@&MJ ap We_,{,

Motion Made By Seconded

_@MY MM

| Senators Senators

| Senator Lee, Chairperson Senator Polovilz
Senator Kilzer, Vice-Chairperson ' Senator Mathern
Senator Erbele
[ Senator Fischer

Total (Yes) L, No »

Absent /D

Floor Assignment _@ é sleli

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:




REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: SR-54-7058

March 28, 2001 4:33 p.m. Carrier: Erbele
Insert LC: 10745.0201 Title: .0300

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
HB 1395, as wngrossed: Human Services Committee (Sen. Lee, Chairman) recommends
AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS
(6 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). Engrossed HB 1395 was placed
on the Sixth order on the calendar,

Page 1, line 1, after "A BILL" replace the remainder of the bill with “for an Act 1o create and
enac! two new sections lo chapter 25-13 of the Norlh Dakota Century Code, relating to
assistance dogs; to amend and reenact sections 25-13-02, 25-13-03, 25-13-04,
39-10-33.3, and subsectlion 22 of section 40-05-02 of the North Dakota Century Code,
relating to the rights of individuals with disabilities who are accompanied by assistance
dogs and the licensing of assistance dogs; and to provide a penally.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1. A new section to chapter 25-13 of the North Dakota Century Code
is created and enacted as follows:

Assistance dog - Definition. For purposes of this Act.

1.  "Assistance dog" includes a dog that has been specially trainzd o _assis!
an individual with a disabllily. The term includes guide doys that guide

are hard of hearing_to specific sounds, and_service dogs for_individuals
with _disabilities_other than blindness or deafness. The term does not
include a dog that is nol trained o mitigate an individual's disability, but the
presence of which is fo provide_for _the comfori, protection, or personal
defense of an individual.

"Service dogs" Includes dogs trained to perform a variety of physical tasks,

[po

objects, and providing assistance in a_medical crisis.

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 25-13-02 of the North Dakota Century
Codes is amended and reenacted as follows:

25-13-02. Blind-or-handicapped-persen-aceompanied-by-gulde-or-serviee
Individual with a disabllity - Assistance dogte-be-admitted-te - Admission to public
laces.Evory-totaty-e-partiaky-blind-perser-has-the-ight An individual with a disability

Is_entitled to be accompanied by a-guide an_assistante dogand-every- ped
nareon-has-the-tahtto-be-a A A-SOrHae-doag—asna6 aired-for-those
putpeses; In places of public accommodations, common catrlers, facilities of a health
care provider, and all places s to which the public s generally invited, without being
raquired to pay an extra charge for the gulde-erserviee assislance dog; provided,
thal ¢_Individual is liable for any damage done to the premises

oriaelitieafacllity by the degs assistance dog.

SECTION 3. A new sectlon to chapter 25-13 of the North Dakota Century Code
s created and enacted as follows:

- oUW aValalnVlaalatalallnla - n¥eaValla 4
viwAw VAw Nn v v rvaw ran) -

joramte
o 2

Trainer and assistance dog in training - Admission to public places.

1. Alralner with an assistance dog. In tralning may _enter any place of public
accommodation, common catrler, facllity of a health care provider, and any
place to which the public Is genorally Invited. without being required to pay

an exira charge for the assistance dog In tralning, provided:

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 SH.54.70b




REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: SR-54-7058

March 28, 2001 4:33 p.m. Carrier: Erbele
Insert .C: 10745.0201 Title: .0300

. a. The trainer nolifies an onsile manager that an_assislance dog in
training is being brought onlg the premises;

b. The trainer wears a photo identification card issued by a dog training
program _holding._membership _in assistance dogs international,
international federation of guide dog schools, or United States council
of dog_guide schools; and

¢. The trainer is liable for any damage done to the premises or facilily by
the_assistance dog in training.

Upon_receiving notice_as provided in_subseclion 1, the onsile manager
may not deny admission to the trainer and the assistance dag in_training
without good cause.

[ro

SECTION 4. AMENDMENT. Section 25-13-03 of the North Dakota Century
Code Is amended and reenacted as {ollows:

25-13-03. Preecautions-of-driver Driver of motor vehicle when-approaching

- Precaution - Individual with assistance dog. Fhell the driver of a

motor vehicle i partally approaches an_individual who is
blindpedestian or visually impaired and who is carrying a cane predominately white or
metaliic in color, with or without a red tip, or using-e-guide who is accompanied by an

assistance dog, the driver shall take all reasonable precautions to avoid injuty to sueh
bind-pedestran—and-anythe individual and the assistance doy. Any driver who fails to
take sueh reasonable precautions is llable in-damagesto the individual for any injury
caused an ' . An_individual who is

blindpedestdanor visually Impaired and not carrying suel a cane orusing-a-guide an

individual with a disability who is not accompanied by an assistance dog M—aﬁy%eHhﬁ
154 7 ; . € nhas a
of the rights and privileges conferred by law upon other ; » individuals.
The fallure ofe—totally—or-partialy an Individual who Is blindpedestrian or visually

Impalred to carry sdeh a cane or use-a-guide the fallure of an Individual with a disabilily

to be_accompanled by an assistance dog #- ' ' '

- a¥alaVe

is r'xot by Itseif evidehce

SECTION 5. AMENDMENT. Seaction 25-13-04 of the North Dakota Century
Code Is amended and reenacled as follows:

25.13-04. Penalty for interfering or denying use of facilities. Any person e¢
the-ageont-el-any-persen who denles or Interferes with admittance to or enjoyment of the
publicplaces or facilitles enumerated In section 25-13-02 or otherwise Interferes with
the rights of a-tetaty-orpartaliyan Individual who is blind petsenor visually Impalred, ot
with the rights of an Individual who Is accompanied by an assistance dog, is guilty of a
class A misdemeanor. This_section does not apply to a denlal of admission under

section 3 of this Act,

SECTION 6. AMENDMENT. Section 39-10-33.3 of the North Dakota Century
Code Is amended and resnacted as follows:

the right of way to any-blind-pedestdanan (ndlvidual who Is blind or visually Impaired
and carrying a clearly visible white cane or {o_an Individual with a digabllity who s
accompanied by an assistance dog.

. 39-10-33.3. Blind pedestrian right of way, The driver of a vehicle shall yield

(2) DEBK, (3) COMM Page No, 2 81-64-7068
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March 28, 2001 4:33 p.m. Carrier: Erbele
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. SECTION 7. AMENDMENT. Subsection 22 of section 40-05-02 of the 1999
Supplement to the North Dakota Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

22. Dogs. To license dogs, and to regulate the keeping of dogs including
authorization for their disposition or destruction in order to protect the
health, salety, and general welfare of the public; provided, however, thal
license fees are waived in the case of an assistance dog.”

Renumber accordingly

(2) DESK, (3} COMM Page No. 3 §H.54.7058
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MAR-M%-B1 MOH 17116 GREAT PLATHEG FOUHDAT TOH PPt eRS 22N

TaiSenator Robert Erbele
Eromu Michyul D, Goghuelag! Cieonst Plalns Ansistance Dougs Foyudntion, ine
Late: 3 /304

RE;. Senate I 2363

Dear Senator Brbele;

Of'the 1wo bills the Senate Bill Is most favorable in my opinion. Specifically it wore thoroughly
addresses the traincts access igsue,

There Is new verbage being defined and debated within the Depe. of Justice and within o coulition
of assistance dog training organizations, guide dog schools and disubled indlviduals partnered with
assigtance dogs. The following definition is endorsed by the coalition, It is the hope of this coalition that
the DOY will adopt this verbage. T just ruceived this definition late last week and just learned today that it is
belng sndorsed by all members of the coalitlon. Assistancy Dogs Intermational Is a pact of the conlitlon,

CFR 36,104-Definition of Swrvice Anlmal (proposcd)*

Assistance animal means an assistance dog, and may include other animals

specifically trained to perform physical tasks to mitigate an individual’s disability.

Assistance dogs Include: gulde dogs that guide individuals who are legally blind;
hearing dogs that alert individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing to specific sotunds;
and, service dogs for individuals with disabilities other than blindneess or deafness.
Service dogs are trained to perform a variety of physical tasks including but not limited
to pulling a wheelchalr, lending balance support, picking up dropped objects or
providing assistance in a medical crisis. The presence of an animal for comifort

profection or personal defense does not qualify an animal as being trained to mitigate

an_individual’s disability and therefore does not qualify said caimal as an assistance

animal,

In being absolutely blunt and honest with you I woutd personally like to see North Dakota adopt
this new language. I am not sure If we can. First, this is not the current definition under CFR 36.104. This
has been proposed, although it is now (thls week) being forwarded to the DOJ for consideration.
Representatives from the DOJ already have met with coalltion members regarding the proposed change.
Secondly, Is it too late ln our process to even consider this? I do not want North Dakota to adopt somethin
moro restrictive that federal law, potentially getting the state into a lawsuit. :

The last sentence (underlined) is the language that I find ve i
} ry useful. This langu
things up for owners of rental propeitics and business owners. This takes away an lnd?fldauii*?s::i:ﬁ:g i




MAR-B% &) MO

frete GREAT FPLAINS FOUNDAT IO FfUl 68D 220

nght to claiim thot thelr pet Is an assistance dog becausy they nre “muro comfortable” with . However it
loaves open the sight of someone with mental of emotlonal Hinoss 1w aquire o tralned wnd certified

Therapeutic Companfon.

Would you take a mounent 1o consider whether we could ppssibly use this detlnltion of Assistaace

Anima) undet Section 17 Or could wo add that underlined sentence (o what you ciirently hove in Section

I. Oy s it best to go with what we have, wait to see what the DOJ has to say, and amend things further in
the fusure?

| i) ﬂncvrpLy surry to spring this ou ypu af the lust momyn|. Elqwaver, as | stiygd 1 just learned of
thg epdorsenipnt for the fangunge today. The enly patentlal point of controyyrsy within the propased
lupgm‘?ﬂ 4 vy [th the word “comfort” [in the last spyjence). Those that wonj argue wifl eppw fom the

eXIrdf} thm’ disahility rights camp.

"Myl b over... sev what you think. )
youly ?mn ww most current languago on the l(,;‘g
|qguu_qrds somo protgetion from having “everyine and the
nss{ktaneo dog undes the lotter of the law.

. I

Id sye ghoose to agopt (his languige. .. Narth Dakota

’(s. lsl;Pply kg |pe facs that it g?vcs brighpss owpers and
ir mothpr! clyfm that theic untralnge pet j§ an

{ thank-you so vety sincerely for your time, etfort ol constderation on all of this, \hep vygryone

cinje compalgning through
ngain. The fact that Rep Gullgson, yourself and otfyers have taken this
thoso that use assistance animals as thelr mode of hoeulth intervention,

$
%rcat Plalns last yvar Ireplly figured it would all Just fall by the y ﬁ}'ﬁqa fie
nn Is very gratitying to myself dnd

Thank-You

Migheal D. Goehring
Executive Program Pir.
Orent Flains AssistAtce Dogs Fouqqmmp, Ine.




