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Minutes:

REP. M, KLEIN called the hearing to order, with all committee members present.

. In favor:

REP, ALAN H., CALLRSON, DISTRICT 41

CARLSON introduces the bilf to the committee. International family of codes and conform to

local needs.

REP, M, KLEIN asks if this is going in the dircetion of new building codes, CARLSON replics

yes, REP, DEVLIN asks if this would take away local control? CARLSON doesn’t believe so.

In favor:

DOREEN MEHLHOFF, EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE NORTH DAKOTA ASSOCIATION

OF BUILDERS

Please see attached testimony,
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REP DEVLIN comments again that he is coneerned that local zontrol is being taken away.

MEHLHOFELE comments about maybe amending the state code.
In favor:

RICHARD GRIEY, DIVISION OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

Please see altuched testimony,

JERRY RATZLALE, PRESIDUENT , NORTH DAKOTA BUILDING OFEICIALS ASSOC,

Please see attached testimony.

RICHARD GRAY. addresses the committee again,_GRAY talking ubout citics and counties

participating. REP. KLEMIN asks how many are there, GRAY. replies that it all depends,

REP. BRUSEGAARD usks about local jurisdiction. GRAY comments, amend the code, trying to

get a state code, GRAY mentions that JOHN BIORNSON passed out amendments, add

. continuation to existing code. The committee then goes over the amendments,
Oppose: (section 1)

L.OIS HARTMAM, NORTH DAKOTA FIREFIGHTERS ASSOCIATION

HARTMAN comments that they arc opposed to scction one.

Neutral:

JERRY HIELMSTAD, NORTH DAKOTA LEAGUE OF CITIES

HJELMSTAD states to the comenittee that they are in support of the amendment.

In favor;

TERRY TRAYNOR, NORTH DAKOTA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES

TRAYNOR states to the commiittee that they are in favor of this bill,

Being there was no further testimony in favor or in opposition the hearing was then closed.

. Action was not taken at this time,
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Minutes:
COMMITTER WORK:

REP, M. KLEIN calfed the commiitiee to order, HB 1423 was heard on Feb, 9th, 2001,

ACTION:

All members were present, exeept REP. BRUSEGAARD,

REP, GRANDE motioned to accept the amendments, seconded by REP. HAAS. A voice vote

was taken with the majority passing it. REP, CLARK then motions for a DO PASS AS

AMENDED, scconded by REP, MEIER. The roll call vote was taken with 11 YES, 3 NO and |

ABSENT AND NOT VOTING. The motion passes, The CARRIER of the bill is

REP. GRANDE,

HB 1423: DO PASS AS AMENDED 11-3

CARRIER: REP. GRANDE
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HOUSE AMENDMENTS TO HB 14
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HOUSE AMENDMENTS T i
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Page 2, line 3, after "ef" Insert "State”, remove the oversirike over "buiding", afler "ettielale”
Insert "code", and remove the uverstrike over the period

Page 2, line 4, remove the oversttike over "&"
Page 2, line 5, remove the overstrike over "&:"
Page 2, line 8, remove "2,"

HOUSE AMENDMENTS TO HB 1423  HOUSE GVA 2/15/01
Page 3, after line 27, insert:

"SECTION 4. TRANSITION. The state building code In effect on January 1,
2001, must remain in effect until publication of rules under section 64-21.3-03 to
implement the International bulilding, residentlal, mechanical, and fuel gas codes as the

state bullding code.”

Renumber accordingly
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
HB 1423: Government and Veterans Affairs Committee (Rep. M. Klein, Chalrman)
recommeonds AMENDMENTS A8 FOLLOWS and whon so amended, recommends
DO PASS (11 YEAS, 3 NAYS, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1423 was placed

on the Sixth order on the caiendar.
Page 1, line 2, after "code” insert "; and to provide for transition*
Page 2, line 1, overstrike “latest edition of the"

Page 2, line 3, after "ef" Ingert "Slalg", remove the overstrike over "building”, after "efttelals"
Insert "gode", and remove the overstrike over the periad

Page 2, line 4, remove the overstrike over "g:"

Page 2, line 5, remove the oversirike over "3"

Page 2, line 8, remove "2,"

Page 3, alter line 27, insert:

"SECTION 4. TRANSITION. The state building code in effect on January 1,

2001, must remaln In effect until publication of rules under secllon 54-21.3-03 lo
Implement the International building, residential, mechanical, and lue! gas codes as the
state buliding code."

Renumber accordingly
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Minules:

.

The hearing was opened on HB 1423, which relates to the state building code. Al the senators
were present exeept for Senator Lee who was absent,

REPRESENTATIVE AL CARLSON: District 41, This bill deals with the state building cede.
There are two main interests in the bill. That happens to be that in and give you a bit of history.

The building code that we usc in the state is the UBC and its the Uniform Building Code. It was

last updated 1997 and as of now, these are going to be no further updates to the UBC. The UBC

is one across the nation of three codes that were basically used, the UBC being one, the Building
Officials and Codc Administrators, (BOCA) and the Southern Building Code was the third onc.
For years now they have studying and trying to come with a what they call the International
Building Code, or the International Family of Ccde which they would role all of these codes into
one family of codes. That now has been accomplished. And what this bill does, is it brings those

codes into play as a building codes for the state of North Dakota, International Building Family
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ol Codes. There are butlding admimstrators here and offickals, there are representitives from the
building industry as well, there is a key ingredient from my perspectine is the bndder s the part
that gives the focal jurisdictions the ability to amend the state building code o contorm 1o focal
needs. And that is part of this bill. And those are the twointerests that | bring, Number onge
think it is time to bring the codes together und the seeond one 1 think that we're not the exactly
the same as Florida or California, So we need the ability to have review and to hayve Joeal
Jurisdiction make some adjustments to that code, Those things are both in this bill and there are
sone coneerns about who decides what those changes will be. You will hear debate on that
today and there are some amendments dealing with, who will be the group that meets and
reviews this and puts together any changes necessary (o adjust to local needs, My main coneern
as | was involved in introducing the bill, was number one to get it to the nternational Family of
Codes and number two to make sure that we had that local control where we could mike
conformity to local needs in the bill. DORENE MELHOFF: North Dakota Association of
Builders, See wrilten attached testimony. She explained her handout, section by section, (Meter
#3.1-12.9) Todd Kranda for the North Dakota Society of Professional Engincers has signed in
support of this and these amendments, The engincers agree that they would like to be involved at
that point to in the voting, Tom Kranda had to go to another hearing but asked me to mention

that for that group. SENATOR FLAKOLL: The House may amend it though, they still have to

have approval in the state is that cotrect? DORENE MELHOFF: [ am not certain of that. I don't

believe so. Rich Gray from the Division of Community Services might be able to better answer
your question as far as state approval trom the local, SENATOR COOK: Dorene, we've been
holding 1118, because it deals with the same section, Are you saying if we take out Scetion One,

we can let HB1118 go through and then we won't have problems with codifying? DORENE
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MELTTOFE: Correct, and 1 know Joel Boestplug is here and is the expert on that section. Yes,
believe its completely dealt with in TS and the reference is done s FEES as sl soesers ting:
should be codified, JERRY THELMSTAD: North Dakota League of Cities, See wntien it
testimony, M, Hjelmstad explained his testimony and amendments proposed o the conitiee. |
ask for a Do Pass with these amendments. SENATOR WA TNE: T Took at your amendments and
then 1ook at Dorene’s amendments and both of you remove Lines 1-4 of the first part, And then
you have only the eligible jurisdiction and she has five other entities am Funderstanding that
cotrectly? JERRY THELMSTAD: Right, that would be the main differences, Justa vaviation of
how the amendments to the state building code itself would be approved, SENATOR WATNL:
So do you have an objection to those other five adults outlined in Dorenes” amendments? JERRY
HIELMSTAD: T guess from our viewpoint, we feel it is important o have a majority ol the
enforeing jurisdictions approving the amendments because we're trying to promote uniformity
across the state, That's the way the procedure is now, that a majority of those enlorcing
jurisdictions must approve that amendment before it can be adopted, so that is the key T guess for
us is that you can’t get a majority of enforcing jurisdictions to agree to it, your not really going to
have a fair uniform code across the state. So we would like to keep as @ majority of the unitorm.
As far as the other votes, I don’t know how that would fit in with related to getting a majority of
the enforcing jurisdictions. SENATOR MATHERN: | guess | don't understand exactly what
your saying? Are you opposed to the five people having a vote on the board and saying that there
wouldn’t be a majority with 104 compared to 5? JERRY HIELMSTAD: No, | am not saying that
they wouldn’t still have their majority available, but, | think the way the system is set up now,
anytime there is an amendment proposed you need to get a majority of those enforcing

jurisdictions, Now, when you add the five, are you really going to be doing anything. I mean you
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would stll geta majority but if your on that boederling, «o you really want an imendment ta the
stute building code that is going to impact the entire code, orare we, do we really want to
promote uniformity, and try and get as many entorcing jarisdictions to agree to i1 thimk that is
the key, is trying to promote uniformity, so that the ditterent buitders will know, they won't hine
1o worry aboutif there is going to be a few exceptions because ol different conditons around the
state. But to keep as unilorm as possible, so imwe're going to amend the owr bisis set of the cade,
the state code, that o majority ol the enforcing jurisdictions should be in agreement with that,
SENATOR COOK: Jerry, do you support this subsection five on page three that gives every
governing body the ability 1o opt out, should I say? JERRY HIELMSTALD: Definitely that is an
important part, because we do have, around the state your going to have dilferent conditions that
are different local needs that will need to be met. So, it is very important to have that in as part of
the bill,

SENATOR COOK: Jetry, then my question then, is if were looking for uniformity, and you have
a majority of the jurisdictions say, this is what we're going to do and that's important to you, but
then yet you also allow the minority to all opt out. Is that not correct? Am | reading that right?
JERRY HIELMSTAD: Right, but I think what were referring back to though as were starting out
with the basic state building code. This is what our state building code is. Now your allowed to
make some corrections and those can be pointed out to the builders, but we've got that basic code
that we’re enforcing statewide, And if you can’t get a majority of the enforcing jurisdictions to
agree to that amendment to that entirz code, that were all going to work with, then you know that
is kind of your starting point. After that, it will be necessary to make some variations, but | think

were trying to keep that basic starting point uniform as possible. SENATOR COOK: Okay, I am




Page §

Senate Political Subdivisions Commitice
Bill/Resolution Number 1B 1423
Hearing Date March 9, 2001

looking at this pink stip here wd T got to just make sure T understand this, cause sometnes
people asked me whit { voted on

and it ulways seems to make me nervoas here, Okay [see here smoke rods o drain or entiy door
and that is i the 2000 tnternational Resident Code, its not regalated i the 1997 Undorm
Buitding Code, So T am assuming then that there is no regufation requiring that right now? 1s that
correct? JERRY THELMSTAD: 1 wouldn™t be able to answer, we do have i number of building
ol, maybe they would be able to answer that, SENATOR COOK: [ will save that untif fater then,
JEFE KOHLER: Bismirek-Mandan Home Builders Association, See written attached testimony:,
COLBY WELL: See written attuched testinmony, Spoke in support of HIBBT423, The key issue
here is safety and quality. By adding architects, engineers, us builders, the mechanical
subcontractors and the other subeontractors that work on town homes, condos, single family
homes need a representative in this, RON STRANID: Represent the city of Fargo, T am a building
official there and ! also have a lot of fellow building officiats from the ND Building Officials
Association wha would also address you [ think this morning. Your not going to hear a lot of
dispute about the benefits of this bill. It really boils down to one thing, And that is the benelits of
once amendment versus another amendment. | thought about what 1 was rising to today and what |
am rising to today, is really a point of principle. We get along good with the builders, we think
they do a goed job. We're all interested in the same things, safety. The product, what our people
receive when the job is done. So to that extent at least what were going to say is the same thing, |
have to diverge, however, when it comes to the issue of who's responsible for deciding what the
law is going to say. [ am talking specifically about the amendments and about the state code.

Don’t be confused by a bunch of stuff. The only people responsible for that are the clected

people that is you and the city commission that I represent, the councils and the commissions are
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these people. There responsible to the people. That’s the way it should be. So, when you hear
arguments about the issuc of voting, that's really what your hearing us say in it. [ isn't that we
have any purpose here, other than that. So what is the difference? So what happens if a few
builders vote, or a few architects vote or a few engineers vote. What really happens? You look at
five votes, and you sa}; five votes, not much really happens, when your talking in context of one
hundred and four votes, But doesn’t something actually happen? I mean what have we done?
We've been franchised someone who is not vesponsible to the people. We said your going to be
part of the decision making. Is that a bad thing? Yes, [ think it can be a bad thing, We have
examples of what a co-consensus codes out there, in fact the state has adopted one. What are the
con census codes is the [-apple Uniform Plumbing Code. What happens by con census, Well con
census, means that all the parties that are interested, the suppliers, the actual contractors, the
regulators all rise to the discussion to what is going to happen and make the decision jointly,
That sounds good on its face, but lets have an example now in Fargo.(Mcter#26.8- 27.7) The
principle 1 am laying on the table for you this morning is hang with principle. Hang with purity.
The regulators should be the people making the decision about these laws, Not the people that
are being regulated. SENATOR FLAKOLL: Now, is my math right. [f we potentially go from
104 to 109 people that can vote, so essentially we would go from 53 required for a simple
majority to 55 required for a simple majority? RON STRAND: That certainly would be my
understanding, SENATOR MATHERN: [ think you were ihvolved in the Renaissunce in the
building in the Fargo aren correet? Did you want (o have any say in what happened there with
your job or did you want the Division of Community Services to dictate what Fargo was going to
do? RON STRAND: I am not sure | understand the question, [ don’t think that I was exeluded.

SENATOR MATHERN: So you felt that it was important since you were doing the work that
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you were included in the work, in the decision making? RON STRAND: | was included in the
regulatory decision which would be appropnate for my involvement. Chairman Cook, if' 1 might
add. Tam in support of the bill. I’m actually in support of nearly everything that everyone said,
except in issuc of voting, In the case of'the voting issuc I am in support of the League of” Cities
amendment, GARY MARTINSON: Building official for the City of Devils Lake. He spoke for
Mayor Fred Bott, in support of HB1423, as amended by the amendment proposed by the League
of Citics as far as the voting, Sce written attached testimony. Mr. Martinson also sat on the
committee of the Technical Review Committee that were discussing sitice its inception by the
office of OMB, Prior to that the updates of the building code was a complicated thing that came
down here to Bismarck every time it was updated, We used to update the code by coming down,
doing it by law because we alwayg vut the addition, the year of the code, in the state law. i the
1995 session that got changed where we just tatked about the most recent edition of the updated

codes. It was put into the office of OMB where they established these administrative rules which

set up the administrative or the technical review committee and the voting. Prior to that updating

a code was a messy situation, and I don't think the building officials and the city officials or the
builders really cared for the way it was done, Finally we found a system that worked, By putting
the building codes in the home of OMB, getting the technical review committee to review ay
amendments that were proposed to it and allowing the jurisdictions to vote on it afier two
updates of the code, the system worked real well, We wouldn’t be looking ot changing it, other
than now we have the International Code. The state law says the Uniform Code, there is no more
uniform building code after 1997, So this bill actually started out as something to update to the
International Code. Now its kind of muddled up with taking an Advisory Committee which is the

Technical Review Committee out of sdministrative rules that has wotked fairly well and bringing
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it into state law and making that committee a voting committee. Taking the votes away from the
jurisdiction. I am here to say that | did serve on that Technical Review Committee, I think we did
a good job with it. We did all the reviews of all the amendments, We didn't always agree on all
of them, but it was a place where we could hash out those disagreements between engineers,
architects, builders, building officials and bring them back on a majotity of vote from that
committee to the jurisdictions to be voted on, BONNIE STAIGER: Represent the American
Institute of Architects, It is my intent to see the most confident person that you hear this morning,
We are here in support of this bill and are in support of the amendments that have been proposed
by the Builders Association. It is our wish that as soon as possible our state can be in compliance
with the International Building Codes and we would like to see that every effort be made to
move us toward that, SENATOR COOK: We accomplish that Bonnic as soon as we pass this
bill, is that correct and its signed? BONNIE STAIGER: Pretty close, yuh, JERRY RATZLOFE:
President of the North Dakota Building Otficials. No prepared testimony. { think you have heard
testimony from a lot of our people, We're a pretty unified group right now. We're in support of
the way things have been done. You've heard how a few others have felt that have served on
these committees, | didn’t have the pleasure to serve on the committee, but 1 was involved in
some of the amendments, We think it worked well. Our group is been polling around the state
with builders. All the involved groups and I haven’t had a negative comment from anybody of
how it has worked. Everybody that | have tiiked to and members of our group, it has worked
very well. We’re just saying the wheel wasn’t broken and [ don’t think it needs fixing.
SENATOR WATNE: [ sce in that list of 104, because I am from Minot, 1 checked and there were

hine from Minot and I see they our building officials. And your president of the building

officials, How do those hundred and four get appointed to become a part of that group? In other
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words, why do we have those chosen and not some others or whatever? Is that a local decision?
JERRY RATZLOFE: Those committee members is based on population of the jurisdiction. So
the number of eligible votes depends on population. Did 1 answer your question, SENATOR
WATNE: How did they get selected as individuals? JERRY RATZLOEFF: 1 think maybe ask
Rich Gray to comment on that. He was in on that, MIKE WOLF: North Dakota Association of
Counties. I am also here today in an effort to not be repetitious of what you have already heard
today, We are in support of this bill. The adoption of the International Codes is very important
and its important that the local jurisdictions are able to keep and make some adjustments to mect
their loca!l needs, So 1am just here on behalf of the association to express our support.
SENATOR COOK: Do you have a problem with the amendments presented by the Builders
Association? MIKE WOLF: At this point, we don’'t necessarily have that, that we haven't seen
the amendments from the League of Cities but we would probably be interested in seeing those
and looking at those as well, SENATOR COOK: Okay. RICH GRAY: Division of Community
Services. Sce written attached testimony, SENATOR COOK: Do you want to start with Scnator
Watne’s question first? T assume that these people are appointed within their cach individual city
o, RICH GRAY: What is happens is the, effective August [, 1994, the building code became the

code that if your going to elect to adopt and enforce the code that's the code you have o elect to

adopt and enforce, It takes a long time, we still have communitics out there that even reference

old codes, It is just a learning process. We do, typically the code is updated every three years:
and the commiittee meets every three years. What we do prior to that is going into the process of
updating the code, We go out and do a survey of all the communitics aguin, Now, o8 we go, we
don’t have to do it and survey as many causc we know what their laws are so we keep surveying

the communities and we depend on their surveys coming back, What we ask them is have you
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adopted the State Building Code, and it also scrves as a point for us to be able to work with
communitics in tenr.s tf your using some other code, you can't do that., and we work with them
that way. The list that Dorene provided to you was used in 1998, Now originally in the previous

Committee [ said 35, but its now 45 communitics responding to the surveys that were then

qualified because they have in fact started (o elected to adopt and cnforee the state building code.

The results are from those who can get their stuff in by a certain date and said that they in fact
were enforeing the state building code. From that list then, we sent out the voting packages, we
did it a little different last year, We had voting packages and you will see check marks next to 28
of those. The number of votes that you sce are the votes represented by the League of Cities
structure of so many votes. But quite frankly we’ve never had to use all that. 1t has been all
we've been able to just assign these number of votes but when your actually look at the results of
the voting cvery city got one vote. Is what it amounted to, because the majority of people all
voted for the same amendments. So we didn't have to, The only time you really have to add up
all the votes is if all of a sudden you have a real close decision making voting on the amendment,
Every year we have to declare who is going to be cligible to vote, and then the citics pick the
person to be their representative, SENATOR COOK: Rich, right now, existing law, if there is
going to be a change in the state uniform building code, first this group in the administrative
code, that the professional would sit down and present the amendments to this group who is
going to vote on it, Is that correct? RICH GRAY: The way it really works, essentially yes, But
what happens is that everybody from building officials, to all those groups representative are
encouraged to submit amendments, Those amendments are then put together as a package for
that technical review committee and a public hearing is held. At the public hearing, everybody

can come in and comment because we send out the whole package. Everyone gets a copy of the
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complete package of proposed amendments. Then we have the public hearing, the committee sits
at the public hearing and listens as everybody comes in and makes their comments, SENATOR
COOK: the Technical Review Commiittee. RICH GRAY: The Technical Review committee. So
the technical review committee listens to the comments provided by everyone who wished to
testify on each one of the proposed amendments. Following that then the technical review
committee votes on the amendments to cither accept the amendment or reject an amendment,
Their recommendations then are put out to all of the cities and counties to vote on, So their either
going along with the recommendations or their going against the recommendations for this,
SENATOR COOK: The only way the citics then can, they can either approve these anmendments,
they can’t add new amendments to themselves, right there can they? RICH GRAY: What we
allow, you mean at the committee hearing? SENATOR COOK: No, once the technical review
commiittee is done and they have approved the amendments that are going to go out 1o RICH
GRAY: Your absolutely vight, Nothing clse is added at that time. The only time that anything
gets added is if a local community looks at these amendments and decides that for some reason,
(Ex. Given), SENATOR COOK: Now [ am going to this pink slip here, and I am going to talk
about hand rails, Handrails requires with three or more risers, that is the 1997 uniform building
code, so if I have three or more risers, steps in a house, | am going to have to have a handrail, Is
that correct? RICH GRAY: According to the UBC in its purity, yes that is absolutely correct. But
again the state or the local jurisdiction could clect to handle that differently depending on that is
amended. SENATOR COOK: Okay, if we pass this bill, arc we going to go right away to
handrails required with two or more risers? RICH GRAY: What happens, that is a comparison

that takes the IRC, compliant to the Uniform Building Code which that would commereial and

residential, The IRC just deals with the residential, So what happens is that when we take the
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International Residential Code we will take it in its pure form and then that will be reviesed, that
will go out and say do you have any amendments to this thing, And if local communitics and the
Home Builders and so forth want to propose an amendment 1o that, that amendment will be
considered as part of the process of updating to the IRC. SENATOR COOK; So, if we pass this
bill, we do not immediately make changes to building code that will affeet citizens of North
Dakota? RICH GRAY: Exactly, we still have 1o go through the process of allowing everyone to
comment on those codes, SENATOR COOK: And is the process of the review committee still in
place then where they would be able Lo take a ook at all the changes that are brought forth
because of the 1BC and are they able to first then make the amendments that goes out Lo the citics
and building officials to vote on? RICH GRAY: Typically, what will happen, is as soon as we
know that it’s the International Codes are approved so that we can make the transition, and we
have to go through an administrative, or we might have to change administrative rules. But when
we get down to the point of the code what we'll do is we will notify everybody that the technical
review committee is now entertaining amendiments to the code. And we put out a form and send
it out everywhere, We sent it out across the state and so at that particular point in time everyone
has a change to go ahcad and provide amendments to. We don't have a separate review
committee sit down and look it. We give everyone the opportunity to bring in amendments at one
time. SENATOR POLOVITZ: How do you get these people appointed that are going vote?
RICH GRAY: Well now, the cities decide. SENATOR POLOVITZ: Okay. SENATOR
WATNE: We have the 1997 Uniform Building Code now that covers residential and
commeteial, And the 2000 International covers the residential, What's' happening with the

commercial? RICH GRAY: First, of all if | nay just add one thing. The curtent state building

code says that we use the uniform building code and uniform mechanical code produced by the
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International Conference of Building Officials. That is the 1997, What were doing now is the
family of codes is split up a little bit different. You have the building code, the 1BC will pertain
to commercial structures and then certain types of residential structures over three stories, apt
buildings and so forth, The IRC which, in fact the Home Builders were very much a part of the
committee that put that together, will deal with single family homes and anything less than three
storics. So you still have the 1BC for commercial and that and the IRC simply for single family.
SENATOR FLAKOLL: In terms of you know, we have a ot of state buildings and we also have
a lot of federal buildings, and there covered by a different set of codes then, what happens if the
city someplace has some state buildings, even state owned residential buildings and the city says
well we need to change this and because of Ut someone, do we have a fear about any litigation
involved because some municipalitics may go into change a state code, and because of that there
be injured parties as an example, Can you make me feel better about not having to worty about
the state getting sued because we allowed citics to change their codes? RICH GRAY: That's an
interesting...] am not an attorney. 1 will tell you that what we, what typically is that the state
building code is mandatory for state buildings, local government buildings and schools. We
allow the local jurisdictions to enforce the code. The state does not enforce the code, So the
codes are enforced at the local level, Typically, what will inppen, '] use Bismarck as an
example, is that the state isn’t required to take out building permits and the federal government
really isn’t required to take out building permits 2ither. What will happen is that the city of
Bismarck, will do inspections on work that is done here at the state level on state buildings. 1f
there are local amendments to those codes, it really hasn't been an issue in terms of whether or

not any local amendments are going to be a problem., unless they get less restrictive, 1f they are

more restrictive as [ understand from the attorneys it won't be a problem, if they get less
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restrictive there may be a possibility of a problem. SENATOR FLLAKOLL: One of my bigpest
concerns is in the city T am at, the university is probably the biggest perpetrator of hot even
bothering with building codes half the time or building permits half the time, You have to beg
them. There wasn't much of a question in there, but you will probably agree that you have to
track them down o lot of times {o get a building code out of them, or building permit. RICH
GRAY: That is probably very true. It varies from agencies to agencies. Remember the state
agencies have control over their own buildings, so it does but, usually there is working
arrangements and there has been some issues up at UND with some things with the city, but they
get worked out. SENATOR COOK: One more time. 1 am looking at subscction three on page
three, the state building code advisory committee, and that's who were talking about is who's
going to be on that committee, but this committee shall meet with the Director of Office
Management and Budget or a designee, that designee is you? So it says that this committee will
micet with the designee at least once cach year to address proposed amendments to the state
building code. Now If | listening to you right, your telling me if I understand you, that this
technical review committee will still be bringing forth those amendments, However, when | read
the testimony here, its that by amending, by passing HB 1423, it moves the technical review
committee from the administrative code to the century code and basically changes its name to the
State Building Code Advisory Commiittee. Now are you saying that your going to keep in
administrative rules the technical review committee and keep their place, their function in this
whole process in place or is it, going to be gone? RICH GRAY: First of all, I guess | am not
willing to say anything, The Technical Review Committes and the Advisory Committee are the
same committee. There isn’t any change in the makeup of that, The voting in terms of how we all

vote and so forth, no, administrative rules are still going to be required because now you have the
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whole process of how voling will take place. How we're going -~ get amendiments in and how
the amendments are going to be reviewed and soforth and you still have the scooping
requirements in terms of what or who the code is applicable to and so forth, So now, your not
really changing anything in administrative rules other than the fact that when we rewrite the
rules, we'll take, we'll simple change the technical review committee and the makeup of that
committee and make just reference to the advisory committee, because it will already be in law,
So we don’t touch that again in administrative rules. SENATOR CHRISTENSON: Can you help
me out with the idea ol enforcement? Exactly what kind of authority empowered to this advisory
committee have and where does it take place and follow through with me if you will? RICH
GRAY: The International Code Council is the body that puts together the international codes,
They set up committees for the various parts of the code. People go to the committees to bring
proposals to themy, in fuct there are associate proposals right now for various committees. At the
commitiee hearings then all of the if'und buts about the codes are hassled out, And then the
committee and the people at the committee meetings, they have two votes, the committee vote

and an assembly vote, The results of those votes on cach of the proposed amendments to the code

go to the whole body, in this case all building officials. That is the same principle that we've

been using, We have a committee thut represents broad interests and then that committee will
solicit from everybody what do you think we should change? And in representing broad interest
they’re then going to take those and they will hasste out and we'll have the public hearings just
like we do at the national level, And then that committee is responsible for developing
recommendations to go to the whole body, and who's the whole body, The whole body is the
citles and counties, right now. And so they don't have any authority other than making

recommendations, The cities then vote, once they vote, we publish the state building code in a
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little booklet, we tell them what version of the code so we'll be in this case the International
Building Code 2000, and then we publish the amendments to the various parts of the code so that
citics have that and they can automatically just adopt that or they can make additional
amendments to it and then they do all the enforcement's. So that is the only enforcement's in this

at the local level. BILL WOCKEN: City Administrator of the City of Bismarck, Sce written

attached testimony. SENATOR COOK: And you are comfortable that deleting Section One

takes care of our concern with H118? BILL WOCKEN: Fam very comfortable with that, The
groups that testified on HB TS did a fot of work to revise that language | wouldn't want to see
it moved backward with 1423 inadvertently when this group has spent a lot time thinking about
those changes.

Hearing Closed on HI3 1423,

March 18, 2001 ( Tape |, Side A, Mcter # 17.6-19.6)

Senator Cook asked the commiittee to review the amendments that were prepared by the
Legislative Council for this bill. Afler short discussion it was decided to continue their
discussion on Friday morning, Mecting adjourned.

March 16, 2001 (Tape 1, Side A, Meter #0.3-27.2)

All the senators were present except for Senator Flakoll,

Senator Cook asked the committee to discuss the amendments related to HB1423, Rich Gray,
Division of Community Services came in and explained the amendments that have been
proposed, Much discussion with questions and responses followed.

Schator Watne moved to Adopt the amendments of the North Dakota Association of Builders
adding A through E, that would be written then in administrative rules,

Senator Lee- 21,
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Roll call vote: 8 Yeas, 0 No, 0 Ab,
Senator Lee moved a Do Pass as Amended HI31423

Scenator Mathern- 2nd
Roll call vote: 8 Yeas, 0 No, 0 Ab.

Carricr: Senator Walne
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Testimony before the Government and Veterans Alfairs Committee
February 9, 2001
House Bill 1423
Jerry Ratzlaff, President, North Dakota Building Officials Association

Chairman Klein, Committee Members: My name is Jerry Ratzlaff | am President of the

Narth Dakota Building Ofticials Association and the Ramsey County Buitding Official.

I am representing the North Dakota Building Ofticials Association as their President together

with several code enforcement personnel from across the state that are also present today,

My testimony is concerning subsection 3, page 3 of the abovementioned proposed amendment,

The North Dakota Building Ofticials Association supports legistation regarding the adoption of the
International Codes as stated on the attached resolution,

We do not support legislation that would remove authority now available to local jurisdictions to vote on
adoption and amendments to the state building code.

Our organization has strived to include jurisdictions across the state to be involved in preserving the
public health, safety and welfare while promoting statewide uniformity for our built environment. We feel
this has been accomplished by allowing communities to vote on development and amending of the state
building code.

House Bill 1423 as written would remove the voting authority of local jurisdictions and allow control of

special interests to influence the state building code advisory committee,

This process may encourage cach community to amend the state building code to their local needs rather

than adopting and cnforcing the wishes of these special interest groups. This would defeat our efforts to
have a uniform statewide building code with minimum local amendments.

Therefore, to keep North Dakota communities working together towards uniformity, please amend
Subsection 3, page 3 of House Bill 1423 to read as follows: The state building code advisory committec
shall meet with the director of the office of management and budget or a designee of the dircctor at least
once cach calendar year to address proposed amendments to the state building code. The director of the
office of management and budget may not adopt an amendment to the state building code unless the

amendment is approved by a majority of the eligible jurisdictions in a manner_as established in the

administrative rules of the Office of Management and Budget,

This concludes tmy testimony. I will respond to any questions you may have.
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A RESOLUTION REGARDING THE ADOPTION AND USE OF
THE INTERNATIONAL CODES AS PROMULGATED BY THE
INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL BY THE

NORTH DAKOTA BUILDING OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION CHARPTER
OF THE
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF BUILDING OFFICIALS

WHEREAS, the model codes system in the United States has been successful in preserving the
public health, safety and welfare while promoling regional consistency In regulations for our buill
environment; and,

WHEREAS, improvements in both communication and transportation continue to facililate
national and global tradeo in construction and construction-related manufacturing industries; and,

WHEREAS, the model codo system of development has been, and will continua to be, based on
sclontifically hased safety critoria which are universal in their application; and,

WHEREAS, the consensus procedures of the International Code Council (ICC) ensurge the
participation in the davelopment of the International Codes by all inturested partios with the final
determination of code provisions remaining bayond the control of vested and proprietary interesls
and reserved for those dedicated to the preservation of the public health, safety and welfare -
Code officlals; and,

WHEREAS, the international Code Council is an organization comprised of Bullding Officials and
Code Administrators International, Inc., International Conference of Building Officials, Inc., and
Southern Building Code Congress Internalional, Inc., all of whose model code documents are
respected and adopted throughoul the country; and,

WHEREAS, the purpose and mission of the North Dakota Building Officials Association Chapter
of the International Conference of Bullding Officials, Inc., Is to promote uniformity in codes and
their enforcement, and {o enhance the efficlency and effectiveness of code enforcement, both of
which are facllitated by the adoption of a comprehensive and coordinated famlily of International
Codes; now therefore

BE [T RESOLVED, that at a mesling of the membaers on this 12th day of October, 2000, the North
Dakota Building Officials Association Chapter of the International Conference of Building Officials,
Inc. did hereby endorse the Inlernational Code Council and the International Building Code,
International Residential Code, International Machanical Code, Internationat Fuel Gas Code, and
encourage their adoption and use by all units of local, state and federal governments; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the members here assembled encourage all of their
colleagues to bring the message and content of this resolution to the attention of the officials
tasked with enacting the laws intended to protect the public from the inharent threats and dangers
in the built environment; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the members here assembled are commitied to supporting
the International Code Council and the Infernational Codes through attendance at, and
participation in, the ICC Code development Processes o the extent possible.

Resolution was adopled this 12th day of October, 2000.

Attest: Secretary/Treasurer




Testimony By Richard Gray
On
House Bill 1423

Mr. Chairman, committee members, my name is Richard Gray. 1 am with the Division of
Community Services and one of my responsibilities is to oversee the North Dakota State
Building Code. I am here to speak in support of the provisions of 13 1423 that will enable us to
update the State Building Code to the International Codes,

The reason for 113 1423 is that our current law requires that the state building code must consist
of the Uniform Building Code (UBC) and the Uniform Mechanical Code (UMC), which are no
longer being published. As a result, the state building code is quickly becoming outdated.
Beginning back in 1994 the three model code groups in the United States - the International
Conference of Building Officials, the Building Officials Code Administrators International, and
the Southern Building Code Congress International - began responding to concerns that
American businesses and manufucturers would not be able to compete globally because of the
multiplicity of codes and standards used in the United States, There was, and still is to some
extent, a concern that if something wasn’t done by the three code groups, that the Federal
government would enter the field of building codes. To this end, the three code groups banded
together under the banner of the International Code Council, announced the ceasing of the

publication of their respective building codes, and proceeded to develop one set of building codes
for the entire nation, as well as other countries, to adopt, called the International Family of Codes

The International Codes actually consist of a series of interrelated codes that are designed to
complement one another so that they work together to build safe, affordable, and casy to maintain
commercial and residential structures, The intent is to provide a family of codes that are
consistent with one another and can be used in any location, 1t is also an effort to create more
uniformity in the codes being used throughout the country. HB 1423 is not written, however, to
cnable the adoption of the entire family of the International Codes. It only includes for use in the
state building code the International Building Code, the International Residential Code, the
International Mechanical Code, and the International Fuel Gas Code. These codes, however,
cross reference other members of the family such as the International Fire Code, International
Plumbing Code, and International Electrical Code, and the International Energy Conservation
Code. With passage of this Bill, we will then implement the administrative rules to adopt the
specific publication year and appropriate amendments, We will also need to harmonize these
codes with the state plumbing code, since the Plumbing Board elected not to adopt the
International Plumbing Code.

It is important to note that while the term “International Codes™ is new, the codes themselves are
not new, They have been compiled through a process of reviewing the three existing model
codes, and then deciding the most appropriate provisions and language to use in the International
Codes.. Some things may be new to those of us that belong to the International Conference of
Building Officials and have been using the Uniform Building Code and Uniform Mechanical




Code, but they have been tested and used by one or both of the other two code groups. In some
cases, the provisions streamline the previous codes and make the provisions less restrictive.
However, it is important to note that the [ Codes do rely heavily on the existing contents in the
UMC and UBC.

Fo update and amend to state building code, a process was instituted through administrative rule
making in 1994, That process involves the use of a Technical Review Committee 1o solicit
proposals for amendments (o the codes. A public hearing is held to give everyone the opportunity
to conument on proposed amendments, The Committee develops a recommendation on each
proposed amendment, and the code enforcing cities then vote to uphold or reject cnch
recommendation, Following the vote by the cities, we publish the state building code, indicating
the specific publication year and approved amendments. The intent of this process is (o
encourage the members of the organizations represented on the committee 1o propose
amendments af the state level instead of city by city, and to minimize the need for the cities to
further amend the codes, since they get to vote on all of the amendments submitted to the
committee, This process has worked well and it goes a long way in helping to create more
uniformity statewide in the application of the codes, As now written, HIB 1423 will change the
adoption and amendment process, [t puts into law the Technical Review Committee now
identified in our administrative rules, renaming it the Building Code Advisory Committee. We
support this because it does elevate the stature of the Committee and hopefully will encourage
more participation by members of the represented entities on the Committee. Then, however, it
indicates that instead of the code enforcing jurisdictions being able to vote on recommendations
from that committee on proposed amendinents, the Committee will do the voting,

We first proposed incorporating the International Codes into the state building code during the
1999 Legislative session, but since some of the actual code documents had not yet been
published, the Legislature decided to wait until the entire family of International Codes was
available. That time is now, and I urge you to give a due pass on HB1423 so that we can ensure
that the state building code keeps pace with the most up to date codes and standards now being
used in the 21* Century,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on HB 1423, T will be happy to answer any questions.
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I would like to begin by suggesting to the Committee that the adoption of the
State building codes be approved as it has been in the previous two or three
sessions. By this, I am requesting that you do not consider any new
amendments being recommended by the North Dakota builders.

My main concern s that we building officlals, be the last indjviduals to make an
amendment to the code because we are responsible for the life and safety to the
people in the state of North Dakota. If the community over sees amendments
after the adoption of the code, they could make modifications in different
directions and then we would lose the consistency and/or uniformity through
out the state, This is the main reason why we have gone through the present
process when adopting codes.

Anyone has the right to submit an amendment, but the Technical Review
committee is responsible for reviewing these submittals and then either
determines if it should be considered or not. This committee would consist of:

a. Two representatives appointed by the ND building officials association,
one of whom must be from a jurisdiction of fewer than ten thousand

people.

One representative appointed by the ND chapter of the American institute
of architects,

One representative appointed by the ND society of professional engineers,

64674310

W1 1eS
U2 301)
bb? 1208
[T R VAP
b7 5250
[ZAS ¥R AV
66! 3211
bb? 1219
067 3123




One representative appointed by the ND assoclation of bullders.

One representative appointed by the ND association of mechanical
contractors.

One representative appointed by the assocltated general contractors.
A fire marshal appointed by the state fire marshal.

One individual appointed by the state electrical board.

These building officials would have the authority to correct and to make any
final decisions. If anyone feels there should be changes in the community, they
could have a hearing before the review board and then it would go before the
City or County board. The reason for creating the Technical Review hoard was
so that individuals or agencies could discuss with the committee for their input
on the codes,

You can either pass these codes as always and make the individual make all
recommendations to the Technical Review committee and keep the current
guidelines or if you would decide to not adopt the codes as in the past, I then
recommend that Subsection 3, Page 3, be revised as follows:

The state bullding code advisory committee shall meet with the
director of the office of management and budget or a designee of
the director at least once each calendar year to address proposed
amendments to the state bullding code. The director of the office
of management and budget may not adopt an amendment to the
state building code unless the amendment {s approved by a
majority of eligible jurisdictions in a manner as established in
the administrative rules of the Office of Management and
Budget.

However, once again, I would like to strongly urge the committee to consider
approval as in the last few sessions due to the fact that with this formality, it
appears to go smoothly for the building officials, committee members, and the
builders. Why would we want to create situations that could create inequities
for the state I codes in ND?
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February 9, 2001

Legislative Committee Members
Acting on H.B. 1423

I encourage the committee to approve H.B., 1423 and the
proposed amendment, which is to allow the eligibloe
Jurisdictions across the State of ND to have a say in any
future changes to the state bujlding code,

It is those jurisdictions in our state, which employ
inspection departments, that enforce and maintain good
contractural practices, Therefore, it is with great interest
and concern that changes and decislons proposed to be made
relative to the state building code, should include the input
from those jurisdictions working with these codes on a daily

basis,

Employed as a building inspector in the state of North

Dakota for 21 years, I understand and appreciate the need and
proper enforcement of building codes and hope to be able to
offer positive changes and adoptions of new codes in the
future., Code enforcement officials and their knowledge will
continue to be & benefit to everyone building, working and
living in North Dakota,

I appreciate your consideration and encourage an affirmative
vote to H.B., 1423 with the proposed amendments.

Thank you,

Vo @

James R, Weight
Building offféial
City of Jamestown

*BUY NORTH DAKOTA PRODUCTS"
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February 8, 2001

Chairman Klein and members of the
Government and Veterans Affairs Committee

As the Building Ofticial for the City of Devils {ake and member of the technical review
committee for the past two code cycles, T wish to express my view toward the changes being
proposed through 1.8, 1423,

| have been in contact the last couple of weeks with other members of the North Dakota Building
Officials Association and 1 can assure you we all feel caught off guard with H.B. 1423 as written.
Our primary interest has been, through significant review the last few years, the adoption by the
State of North Dakota of the new International Codes. | was under the impression that H.13, 1423
was the vehicle to accomplish this objective,

It’s true H.B. 1423 includes the adoption of the International Codes. This | support. It
unfortunately includes much I cannot support, 1 am opposed to the transfer of the former
Technical Review Committee from the ad ninistrative rules of the Office of Management and
Budget to the newly formed Advisory Committee and it’s capacity to write law regarding
building codes and amendments.

Attached is a copy of the present rules and regulations that the Office of Management and
Budget has adopted for the State Building Code. I think these regulations are clear and thorough.

As a member of the present technical review committee | have found the procedures now in
place to be thorough, efficient, and inclusive to the many parties having an interest in code
development. The most important aspect of the present system in my view, is the voting process.
This process insures that the communities charged with the responsibility to enforee codes, not
special interests, are casting the votes.

Much effort went into establishing this process and it has worked very well for the past two code
cycles. I feel changing it now will not only disrupt the process but thwart the uniformity we've

. gained throughout the state.

TODD E. DALZIEL GARY A. MARTINSON GLENN J, OLSON LYLE P. JAEGER J. THOMAS TRAYNOR, JR.

Auditor Assassor/Building Officlal Engineer Public Works Direcior City Attornoy
(701) 662-7600 (701} 6627607 (701)662-7614 {701)662-7618 (701)662-4077
E-mal: lodd_d@ci.devilsJake.nd.us E-mall: gary_m@ci.devils-lake.nd.us  E-mail: glenn_o@cl.devils-lake.nd.us  E-mall: ljaeger@steliarnet.com  E-mail: tombraynor@traynor-tutien.com




The Clty of Devils Lake's support for H.B. 1423 is limited to the adoption of the Intemational
Codes. Although [ can see no harm in transferring the Technical Review Committee to state law,
| see no purpose in doing it. I do see great harm in making this committee anything other than a
review committee with reccommendation authority. In the event the advisory committee as so
named in H.B. 1423 remain as proposed, | support and strongly recommend you consider the
amendment that is being proposed by the North Dakota Building Officials Association that

would retain the present, successful voting procedure.

Sincerely,
%4‘" e
ary Martinson

Building Official




ARTICLE 4-68

STATE BUILDING CODE AND ENERGY CONSERVATION STANDARDS
IN NEW BUILDING CONSTRUCTION

Chapter
4-08-01 State Building Code and Energy Conservation Standards

in New Building Construction

CHAPTER 4-088-61
STATE BUILDING CODE AMD ENERGY COMSERVATION STANDARDS
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Section
4-08-01-01 Organization of the State Building Code and Energy
Conservation Standards in New Building Construction
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4-68-01-681. Organization of the state building code and energy
conservation standards in new building construction.

1. History. The legislative assembly adopted the state building
code in 1979 and the state energy conservation standards in
1977. The state building code is codified as North Dakota
Century Code chapter 54-21.3, and the energy conservation
standards in new building construction is codified in North

Dakota Century Code chapter 54-21.2. In 1983 the legislative
assembly transferred responsibility of the state building code
from the state construction superintendent to the director of
the office of management and budget and removed reference in
the energy conservation standards to any designated office.
In 1993 the legislative assembly amended the energy
conservation standards, giving the office of management and
budge’. responsibility for impiementing, updating, and amending

the code.




History:

The Jegislative assembly designated that ths state building
code will consist of the uniform building code published b

the {international conference of building officials. In 198

the legislative assembly added the uniform mechanical code as
a component of the state building code, with an amendment to
section 504(f), LPG Appliances, of that code. For
manufactured housing, the legislative assembly identified the
manufactured homes construction and safety standards under
24 CFR 3280 adopted pursuant to the Manufactured Construction
and Safety Standards Act {42 U.S.C. 5401 et seq.] as the state
building code for manufactured housing. In 1991 the
legislative assembly amended North Dakota Century Code section
54-21.3-03, designating the 1969 edition of the model energy
code as the minimum energy conservation standards that must be

met.

In 1991 the legislative assembly amended subsection 3 of North
Dakota Century Code section 54-21,3-03 to allow cities,
townships, and counties to amend the state building code to
conform to local needs. In 1993 the legislative assembly
amended subsection 1 of North Dakota Century Code section
54+21,3-03 to permit the director of the office of management
and budget to adopt rules to implement and periodically update
the code, and to adopt rules to amend the code. Subsection 3
of North Dakota Century Code section 54-21.3-03 was also
amended by the le?islativa< assembly to require cities,
townships, and counties that elect to administer and enforce a
building code to adopt and enforce the state building code.
This provision became effective: August. 1, 1994.

Administration. Administration and. enforcement of the state
building code and. energy conservation standards in new
building construction are local responsibilities. The
director of the office of management and budget assigned the
director of the officer of intergovernmental assistance the
responsibility to develop rules and regulations to {implement,

update, and amend both codes as necessary.

Inquiries. Inquiries regarding the office of
intergovernmental assistance may be addressed to the building

code administrator:

Building Code Administrator

Office of Intergovernmental Assistance
State Capitol - 14th Floor

600 East Boulevard Avenue

Bismarck, ND 585685-017€

Effective December 1, 1994.

General Authority: NDCC 54-21.2-83, 54-21.3-63
Law Implemented: NDCC 54-21.2-03, 54-21.3-03




4-08-01-02.. Intent. It is the intent of this chapter to prescribe
rules for implementing, updating, and amending nationally recognized
standards for use in the construction, alteration, movement, demolition,

repair, and use of buildings in the state of North Dakota,

History: Effective December 1, 1994.
General Authority: NDCC 54-21.2-03, 54-21,3-03
Law Implemented: NDCC 54-21.2-03, 54-21,3-03

4-68-01-83, Scope.

1. This chapter supplements all laws defined within the North
Dakota Century Code relating to construction, alterations,
imorovements, and siting of buildings, unless specifically

exempted.

This chapter applies to all counties, cities, and townships
that adopt, administer, and enforce building codes within

their jurisdictional boundaries,

3, This chapter applies to all state and local government public
buiidings.

History: Effective December 1, 1994,
Genera)] Authority: NDCC 54-21,2-03, 54-21,3-03
Law Implementeds: NDCC 11-33-01, 18-12-06, 23-13-04, 40-47-01,

54.21,2-03, 54-21,3-03,. 58-03-1]

4-08-61-84, Definitions. The following definitions shall be used
when referred to in this chapter:

1. "ASHRAE" means the American society of heating, refrigerating,
and air conditioning engineers.

*Codes" means the state building code in North Dakota Century
Code chapter 54-21.3 and the energy conservation standards in
new building construction in North Dakota Century Code chapter

54-21.20

"ICBO" means the international conference of building
officials.

"MEC" means model energy code published by the council of
American building officials.

*OIA" means office of intergovernmental! assistance,

"UBC* means uniform building code published by the
international conference of building officials.




7. °UMC*™ means uniform mechanical code published by the
international conference of building officials.

History: Effective December 1, 1994.
General Authority: NDCC 54-21,2-83, 54-21.3-063
Law Implemented: NDCC 54-21.2-83, 54-21.3-03

4-68-81-65. Responsible agency. The office of intergovernmental
assistance is responsible for implementing the procedures for updating
and amending the state building code and the energy conservation
stai.dards for new building construction. The O0IA will publish and
distribute amendments, if made, to the state building code and energy

conservation standards in new building construction.

History: Effective December 1, 1994.
General Authority: NDCC 54-21,2-03, 54-21.3-03
Law Impiemented: NDCC 54-21.2-03, 54-21.3-03

4-08-01-06.. Code  administration and enforcement.. The
administration and enforcement of the state building code and energy
conservation standards for new construction are the responsibility of
each city, township, and county. No Jjurisdiction is required to
administer and. enforce building codes, but those that elect to
administer and enforce: building codes must adopt and enforce the state
building code. as of August 1, 1994, and thereafter, The energy
conservation standards for new building construction must be separately
adopted. by each city, township, and county to be administered and

enforced.

Kistory: Effective December 1, 1994,
General Authority: NDCC 54-21.2-03, 54-21,3-03

Law Implemented: NDCC 54-21.2-03, 54-21.3-03

4-08-81-87. Updating and amending the codes. The following
procedures will be used to update and amend the codes:

The 01A will assemble a technical

review committee within six months of the publication by the
1CB0 of updated versions of the UBC and UMC, changes announced
by the secretary of energy concerning energy conservation

1. Technical review committee.

standards, and updates to the MEC and ASHRAE energy
conservation standards. The committee will be assembied by

nominations from the following entities:

a. Two members from the North Dakota building officials
association., One member must be from a Jjurisdiction of
less than ten thousand pesople. The size of a county will
be determined by the gopu1ation of nonincorporated areas,
and Jurisdictions that have relinquished their authority
to administer and enforce the codes to the county;




One: member from the North Dakota chapter of the' American
institute of architects;

One member from the North Dakota society of professional
engineers;

One member from the North Dakota association of builders;

One member from the North Dakota association of mechanical
contractors;

One fire marshal nominated by the North Dakota state fire
marshal;

g. One member nominated from the North Dakota electrical
board; and

h. One member from the associated general contractors.

One committee member- will be selected by the committee members
as the chairman. The chairman will vote only in the case of a

tie,

The technical review committee will meet once for up to two
days to review the updated UBC and UMC, MEC, and ASHRAE 96-1,
as applicable, and statewide proposed amendments, The
committeer may also propose amendments.. A1l  proposed
amendments will be made available by the 0lA, and a second
meeting of the conmittee will be scheduled for one day to
receive testimony on each proposed amendment, The committee
will then develop a recommendation on each proposed amendment,
and for adoption of the UBC, UMC, MEC, and ASHRAE 96-1, as
applicable. The committee's recommendations will be
distributed by the 0lA to all interested parties.

Submission of an amendment. Each proposed amendment must be
submitted to the OIA for consideration by tha technical review
committee within one hundred twenty days of the publication of

the updated code.

Statewide meeting. Within thirty days of the publication of
the recommendations from the <iechnical review committee, a
statewide meeting will be held to hear testimony and vote on
the recommendations. The statewide meeting may be held for up

to two days.
Yoting. Eaéh Jurisdiction that has adopted and administers

and enforces the state huildin? code and the energy
conservation standards for new building construction may vote

on the recommendations developed bg1 the tachnical review
e

committes. The O1A will be responsi for certifying voting
eligibility up to one week prior to the statewide meeting.

12/94




The number of votes permitted by each eligible jurisdiction
will be as follows:

Number of Residents Number of Votes

1- 999 1
1,600 - 4,999 2
5,008 - 9,999 3

4
5
6

10,000 - 29,999
30,000 - 49,999
58,060 +

The population of an eligible county will be determined by
subtracting the population of eligible cities.

Publication of amendments. The OIA will publish and
distribute all adopted amendments.

Contingency. During interim years, suppiements are published
for the UBC and UMC by the ICBO. If the OIA,. in consultation
with the entities. represented on the technical review
committee, determines that significant changes have been made:
to the codes, a technical review committee may be assembied

and statewide voting may occur,

History: Effective December 1, 1994..
General Authority: NOCC 54-21,2-83, 54-21.3-03
Law Implemented: NDCC 54-21.2-03,. 54-21,3-03

4-08-01-08.. Limitation. Subsection 2 of North Dakota Century
Code: section 54-21,3-03 specifies that for manufactured homes,. the state
building code consists of the manufactured homes construction and safety
standards under 24 CFR 3280 adopted pursuant to the Manufactured Housing
Construction and Safety Standards Act [42 U.S.C. 5461 et seq.]. This
subsection may not be amended as these are federal minimum standards for
construction of manufactured homes inspected by the department of
housing and urban development. Each manufactured home carries a label

of inspection indicating that it meets these standards.

History: Effective December 1, 1994,
General Authority: NDCC 54-21.2-03, 54-21.3-03
Law Implemented: NDCC 54-21.2-03, 54-21.3-03

4-08-01~89, Supplements. The ICBO publishes {nterim yearly

supplements to ‘the UMC and UBC. The provisions of those supplements
are included in the updates to the UMC and UBC every three years. The




supplements will not be considered as part of the state building code,

except as provided in subsection 6 of section 4-68-61-67.

History: Effective December 1, 1994.
General Authority: NDCC 54-21.2-03, 54-21.3-03
Law Implemented: NDCC 54-21.2-03, 54-21.3-63

4-08-81-18. Appendix chapter of the UBC and UMC. These chapters
must be separately adopted by statewide voting to be included as part of
the state building code, with or without amendments.

History: Effective December 1, 1994.
General Authority: NDCC 54-21.2-63, 54-21,3-63
Law Ymplemented: NDCC 54-21.2-83, 54-21.3-63




ATA North Dakota

A Chapter of The Amaerican institute of Architects

Testimony in Favor of HB 1423
Hearing Date and Time: February 9, 2001 8:30am
House Government Affairs Committee

Chairman Klein and Members of the Commiitee

My name is Bonnie Larson Staiger (Lobbyist #215), Executive Director of AIA North
Dakota. [ am unable to attend this hearing due to a meeting out of town. However, we do
want to offer our position on this bill for your consideralion,

We are in favor of HB1423 as long as it continues to include the multi-disciplinary
advisory committee and International Building Code recently adopted by the professions.
These two features of the bill give the design and building industries much necded
uniformity; further protect the health, safety, and welfare of North Dakotans; and offer a
means to insure the code is updates via the advisory committee,

1 you have any questions, please feel free to call me,

418 East Brandon Drive
Bisinarck, North Dakola 585603.0410
701.223.56560
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Testimony in Support of House Bill 1423
House Government and Veterans Affalrs Committee

Dorcen Mehlhofl, Executive Officer
North Dakota Association of Builders
February 9, 2001

Chairman Klein and members of the House Government
and Veterans Affaix‘s Commitiee, the North Dakota Association
of Builders (NDAB) respectfully asks for your support of H13
1423 which provides for the updating and amending of the

State Building Code.

The NDAR represents approximately 1,400'mcmbers
statewide, and is affiliated with five local builders associations
in Bismarck-Mandan, Dickinson, Fargo-Moorhead, Grand
Forks, and Minot., We are also part of a larger federation, the
National Association of Home Builders (NAHB), which has over

200,000 members across the nation.

The State Building Code (NDCC 54-21.3 - attached)
currently references the Uniform Building Code (UI3C), a model
code last updated in 1997, and which will have no further
updates, The UBC has been one of three sets of model building
codes used across the county ~ the others are the Building
Officials and Code Administrators (BOCA) Code, and the
Southern Quil(ling Code. In 1994, the three groups formed the
International Codes Council, working together to develop a
single set of comprehensive and coordinated model codes - the

International Family of Codes.

This single, complete set of construction codes eliminates
the technieal disparitics among the three codes and provides for
greater nationwide consisteney, Homebuilders participated in
the drafting of the International Residential Code, and NAHI i

represented on the code maintenance committee, NAHI'S policy
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is to support codes governing home building that are fair and maintain housing

affordability, while providing for the health and safety of the home occupants.

T'he NDAB supports the International Residential Code (IRC) that builders
may use (o construct one- and two-family dwellings, and townhomes. Here are

some reasons why NDAB supports the adoption of the IRC:
o  Wrilten in a clear and understandable code language.

Format is preferable for builders, following the order of the building

process. (2000 IRC Table of Contents attached on yellow paper)
e Simplified, understandable, and easier to enforce,
e Includes new building technologies and products.

¢ Stand-alone code - the only code the builder needs to construct a

home,

o Compares to the UBC in many aspects. (Comparison chart attachec)

!

s

[, -

As of February 5, 2001, states' adoption of the IRC is in process as follows:

| .
(33 states responded to this NAHB survey)

o Starting adoption process: 16 states

(includes North Dakota, Montana, and Minnesota)

¢ Considering adoption: 11 states
(inchudes South Dakota)

. Adop't.ed: 2 states

“ {South Carolina and Utah)
‘ F e e )

Article 4-08 of the North Dakota Administrative Code {attached) provides

for the updating and amending of the State Building Code by the Technical
Review Comimittee (?1-()8-01-07, page 4). 131423 moves the Technical Review
Committee from the Administrative Code to the Century Code, a8 most
commiftees are siructured in law, and changes its name to the State Building

Code Advisotry Committee, a more identifying name, This is not establishing o




new committee, since the committee has been in place. Also, we are not
proposing any changes to the make-up of the committee, which we believe is a

well-rounded group of representatives from building-related organizations.

The nine members of the Technical Review Committee are building
officials {two) and representatives of various groups within the building industry
(1-08-01-07, puge 4-5). This committee reviews proposed amendments, receives
testimony, and develops recommendations, but is not allowed to vote on the
amendments. Voting (4-08-01-07, page 5) is turned over to local jurisdictions
having adopted the State Building Code, with the number of votes based on
population levels (4-08-01-07, page 6), and generally cast by building officials.
Being a member of the committee, but not having a vote, is discerning to our

members,

Since the State Building Code is mandatory for state government and
school buildings, it would be more appropriate to have a state group vote on and
determine amendments to the code. The State Building Code Advisory Committee
consists of representatives of statewide organizations who have an interest in the
codes, and who deserve a voice in voting on amendments (HI31423, page 3, lines

14-19).

Local jurisdictions will continue to have the authority to amend the State
Building Code to conform with local needs, as they presently exercise, In
addition, building officials from the local jurisdictions will maintain the ability to
propose and submit amendments to the State Building Code Advisory
Committee, We recognize that the building officials are excellent resources in this
process, providing committee members with valuable information and

recommendations,

The North Dakota Association of Builders and its membership strongly
support the adoption of the International Codes, the renaming and codifying of
the State Building Code Advisory Committee, and the attainment of voting rights
for the State Building Code Advisory Committee in the amendment process, We
ask the House Government and Veterans Affairs Committee to support House
Bill 1423,




CHAPTER 54-21.3

STATE BUILDING CODE

64-21.3-01. Purposes of chapter. The purposes of this chapter are to:

1. Provide the citizens of this state with nationally recognized standards and
requiremenits for construction and construction materials.

2. Eliminate restrictive, obsolete, conflicting, and unnecessary construction regulations
that tend to increase construction costs unnecessarily or restrict the use of new
materials, products, or methods of construction, or provide preferential treatment to
types or classes of materials or products or methods of construction.

3. Ensure adequate construction of buildings throughout the state and to adequately
protect the health, safety, and welfare of the people of this state.

54.21.3-02. Definitions. As used in this chapter, unless the context requires otherwise:
1. "Agricultural purposes" includes purposes related to agriculture, farming, ranching,
dairying, pasturage, horticulture, floriculture, viticulture, and animal and poultry
husbandry.

2. "Building" means a combination of any malerials fixed to form a structure and the
related facilities for the use or occupancy by persons, or property. The word
"building" shall be construed as though followed by the words "or part or parts
thereof".

3. "City" means any city organized under the laws of this state.

4, "Construction” means the construction, erection, reconstruclion, alteration,

conversion, or repai* of buildings.
5. "Jurisdictional area" means the area within which a city or township has zoning

jurisdiction,
8. "State building code"” means the state building code provided for in this chapter.

54-21.3-03, State bullding code - Amendments.

1. The state building code consists of the Uniform Building Code with any existing
supplements and the Uniform Mechanical Code with any existing supplements as
referenced by the Uniform Building Code, except that section 504(f) of the Uniform
Mechanical Code is amended to read as follows:

Section 504(f). LPG Appliances.

Liquefied petroleum gas burning appliances, both automatically and manually
controlled, may be installed In basements or similar locations only if (a) the
appliances are of an American gas association-approved type and installed in
accordance with national fire protection association pamphlets 54 and 58, (b)
automatically controlled appliances are equipped with safety shutoff devices of

the complete shutoff type, and (¢) gas piping has been pressure tested and

proven {o be gastight,

The director of the office of management and budget shall adopt rules tc implement
and periodically update the code and may adopt rules to amend the code.

2. For the purposes of manufactured homes, the state building code consists of the
manufactured homes construction and safely standards under 24 CFR 3280
adopted pursuant to the Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards
Act {42 U.8.C. 5401 el seq.).

3. The governing body of a city, township, or county that efects to administer and
enforce a building code shall adopt and enforce the siate building code. However,
the state building code may be amended by cities, townships, and counties to
conform to local needs,




54-21.3-04. Exemptions.

1. The following statewide codes are exempt from this chapter: '
a. The Standards for Electrical Wiring and Equipment, as contained in Norih (
Dakota Administrative Code article 24-02.

b. The State Plumbing Code, as contained in North Dakota Administrative Code

article 62-03, '

c. The State Fire Code, as contained in the rules of the state fire marsha!l as

provided in section 18-01-04,

2. The following buildings are exempt from this chapter:

a. Buildings which aie neither heated nor cooled.

b. Buildings used whose peak design rate of energy usage is less than one watt

per square foot [929.0304 square centimeters] or three and four-tenths British

thermal units an hour per square foot [929.0304 square centimeters) of ficor

area.

c. Restored or reconstructed buildings deliberately preserved beyond therr normal

term of use because of historical associations, architectural interests, or public

policy. or buildings otherwise qualified as a pioneer building, historical site,

stale monument, or other similar designation pursuant to state or local law.

3. Any building used for agricultural purposes, unless a place of human habitation or

for use by the public, is exempt from this chapter.

54-21.3-04.1. Accessibility standards. Notwithstanding section 54-21.3-04, every

building or facility subject to the federal Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 [Pub. L. 101-
336;

104 Stat. 327) must conform to the accessibility standards of the Americans with Disabilities Act
Accessibilily Guidelines for Buildings and Facilities as conlained in the appendix to itle 28,
Code ‘
of Federal Regulations, part 36 [28 CFR 36]. State and political subdivision entities may not (
claim the exceptions to the requirement that elevators be installed in certain buildings as those
exceplions are staled in exception 1 1o section 4.1.3(5) and in section 4.1.6(1)(k)(i) in the
Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibilily Guidelines for Buildings and Facilities found in the
appendix to 28 CFR 36. A structural change to an existing state or political subdivision building
or facility is not required if another method is effective in achieving compliance with regulations
adopted under Public Law 101-336. for public accommodations, an alternative to a structural
change in existing buildings or facilities is permitted only after it has been documented, in
accordance with regulations adopted under Public Law 101-336, that a particular structural
change is not readily achievable. A state agency or the governing body of a political subdivision
shall require from any person preparing plans and specifications for a building or facility subject
to the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 [Pub, L. 101-336; 104 Stat. 327), a siatement that
the plans and specifications are, in the professional judgment of that person, in conformance
with the Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines for Buildings and Facilities
fend in the appendix to 28 CFR 36, subject to the axception stated in this section. A statement
of conformance must be submitted to the division of community services for recording.
54.21.3-04.2. Notice of federal accessibility guldelines required. A building permit

issued under section 11-33-18, subsection 6 of section 40-05-02, or other similar grant of
authonty must contaln the following statement;

Federal law may require this construction project to conform with the Americans with
Disabiliies Act Accessibility Guidelines for Buildings and Facilities.




§4-21.3-05. Enforcement of code by city, township, county - Relinquishment. A city

or township may administer and enforce the state building code only within its jurisdictional
area.

A county may administer and enforce the state building code within those areas of the county in
which the state building code is not administered by a city or township. Cities and townships
may

relinquish their authority to administer and enforce the state building code to the county in which
they are located in the manner provided by section 11-33-20. The governing body of a city,
township, or county electing to administer and enforce the state building code may designate an
enforcement agency Cities, townships, and counties may provide by agreement for joint
administration and enforcement and may contract for private enforcement of the state building

code.
54-21.3-06. Continuing education - Responsibllity, Repealed by S.L. 1983, ch. 511,

§8.




CHAPTER ]

Section
R101
R102
R103
R104
R105
R106
r107
R108
R109
R110
R
R112
R113
R4

Part II—Definitions . . . .

CHAPTER 2 DEFINITIONS

Section
R201
R202

2000 Il
TABLE OF CONTENTS

. Part [—Admintstrative .. .ooovvivivei i 1

ADMINISTRATION ..o |1

Title, Scope and Purpose .. cove i )
Apphicability .o 1
Depaniment of Building Safety «.....ooovioin [
Dutics and Powers of the Building Official .......... |
Petmils Lo i e 2
Construction Documents oo iiinnisaenons 4
Tempotary Structures and Uses oo n 5
Fees o i i e .. 5
fnspections ..o o i i G 5
Centificate of OCCUPANCY vt viivr s i 6
Service Liilities oo e 7
Board of Appeals ......... e e 7
Violations .o C e 7
Stop Work Order . ... e Ve 8

FRE R S I S R BRI}

L I T I S B R S B R S T R I R B | 9

General i e e e e 9
Definitions oo v v vees e e L9

Part 11]——Building Planning and Construction ........ 21

CHAPTER } BUILDING PLANNING ..oovvvvl 21

Section
R301
R302
R303
R304
R305
R306
R07
R308
R309
R3O
RN
R312
R313
R34
R3S
R316
R317
R318
R0
R320
R

Design CRICHA v u oo o 20
Locationon Lot o .ovvvivvivs Cer i e coee 42
Light, Ventilation and Heating ... ovveiini, 42
Minimum Room Areas .......... P X
Ceiling Height .. v oviiviiicii i, vo 43
Sanftation v e A voveas 43
Toilet, Bath and Shower Spaces ....ovvvvvvninno 44
Glazing...... T 1
Garages and Carponts oo vvv e v 46

Emergency Escape and Rescue Openings . ov.uvuoy 47
Exits ...000. Cer e I ¥
Landings . v vvivii i caas s 4
Ramps ... .. B I .
Stalrways o i e, 48
Handralls oo ciiiiiiiisiiiiii, 49
Guards .ov v e 49
Smoke Alarms ., 49
FoamPlastie .. o0 v v v vvineiiiiiviniiiiiiend 50
Flame Spread and Smoke Density ..o vvvvvvvvavo SO
Insulation .. .,
Dwelling Unit Separation ...

R R T A B B R A

LI O T I B T B N N B I I I R A A N} 50

lllllllllllllllllllsl

2000 INTEFAINATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE™

R322  Moisture Vapor Retarders ..o oinn, Ceee 52
R323  Protection Against Decay ..o v 52
R324  Protection Against Termites ..o, 53
R325  Site Address ..o i e 54
R326  Accessibilily oot 54
R327  Flood-resistant Construction «v.vivinvvieen vy 54
CHAPTER 4 FOUNDATIONS .. vvvviiiiivns o 87
Section
R401  General .. o 57
R402  Materals ...l e e 57
R403  FoDlngS oo s i . 58
R404  Foundation Walls ... .ovviiii i i i 66
R40S  Foundation Drainage ... vvviii i Cieeed 16
R406  Foundation Waterproofing and Dampptoofing ... .. .76
RAOT  Columns .o i e 78
R408  Under-floor Space ..o 78
CHAPTERS FLOORS ... i.ciiviiiiiiiiinna e 19
Section
RSGT  General .o i e i 79
R502  Wood Floor Framing ............. .. e 79
R503  Floor Sheathing ... i, .. B0
R3504  Pressure Preservatively Treated-wood

Floors (On Ground) oo oo oo i i ciincvnonas B8
R505  Steel Floor Framing ... oo ivvvvns e §8
R306  Concrete Floors (On Ground) o ovvvvviins cooen 101
CHAPTER 6 WALL CONSTRUCTION ......... 103

Section
R60I  General ..o i 103
R602  Wood Wall Framing ....ooovvoiiins, NN .. 103
R603  Steel Wall Framing ..o 122
R604  Wood Structural Panels oo oo v oo 165
R605  Panleleboard ..., .. e e 165
R606  General Masonry Conslructon ... .. e 165
RGO7T  Unit Masonry o ov v iiinens veed 173
R608  Multiple Wythe Masonry .o oo ov v, o 175
R609  Grouted Masonry ... ... e . 175
R610  Glass Unit Masonry . vvvvvvrvivn oo 177
R61)  Insulating Concrete Form Wall Construction ...... 179
R612  Conventionally Formed Concrete
Wall CONSIruction «v.vvviere v viereierinaees 198
R613  Exterior Windows and Glass Doors .o v ovvvvnny 198
CHAPTER 7 WALL COVERING .. vviveiveas 201
Section
R701 General. .o ivin oo 200
R702  Interdor Covering ....vuuvvt .. 0]
R703  Exterlor Covering vvv.vvviviiiviveerinsiis 204
vil




CHAPTER 8 ROOF-CEILING

Section
R80)
R8(2
K803
R&O4
R805
R806
R§07
R808

CHAPTER 9

Seclion
ROOI
R9G2
R903
R904
R90S
R906
R907

CONSTRUCTION .....

Roof Sheathing ... .. ... ... o o
Steel Roof Framing ... ................. e
Ceiling Finishes

Ruoof Ventilation

ALNCACCESS oo i e ) :
Insulation Clearance

ROOF ASSEMBLIES

Geneta) oo e
Roof Classification

Weather Prolection

Materials

Requirements for Reol Coverings

Roof Insulation

Reroofing .o ovv oo e e

CHAPTER 10 CHIMNEYS AND

Section
R1001
RiG02
R1003
R1004
R1005

FIREPLACES ...,

Mnsmm Chimneys ... oL 20
Factorybuilt Chimness .,

Masonry Fireplaces .

Factory-built Fireplaces .............0 .o s,

Exterior Air Supply

Part IV—Energy Conservation . . . ..

CHAPTER 11 ENERGY EFFICIENCY ..., .00,

Seclion
N1101
N1162
N1103
N1104

Part V.

General ,

Building & mclopc e e
Mechanical Systems

Service Water Heating

seMechanical .o oo i i e e

CHAPTER 12 MECHANICAL

Section
M120)

AD:\IINIS'I‘RIX.I‘ION [ N A A B R AP

Gcncml Cen

CHAPTER 13 GENERAL MECHANICAL SYSTEM

Section

REQUIREMENTS «...coovvuyury, 289

MI130) Qenersl........ e .

M1302 Approval ..

Labehng of Apphances ... o o L 289
Type of Fuel

Appliance Access

Clearances from Combustible Construction

Apphance Installstion

Mechanical Systems Installation

M1303
M1304
M130S
M1306
M1307
M1308

CHAPTER 14 HEATING AND COOLING

E()U]}’b\iﬁN’r LI R R O O L I I I I R R R S N I ) 295

Section
Mid40]
M1402
M1403
M 1404
M 1405
M 1406
M14Q7
M1408
M 1409
MO
M4
MI1412
M43
Midid

General ... .. e 295
Central Furnaves

Heat Pump Equipment

Reftigeration Cooling Equipment

Baseboard Convectors .

Radiant Heating Systems

Duct Heaters

Vented Floor Furmaces ..o v 296
Vented Wall Furnaces

Vented Room Healers
Refrigeration Cooling Equipment
Absorption Cooling Equipment
Evaporative Cooling Equipment
Fiteplace Stoves

CHAPTER 158 EXHAUST SYCTEMS ...0000.
Section
MI1501
M1502
M1503
M504
M1508

Clothes Divers Exhaust ooy oo oviiiiia Ce
Range Hoods ..o 00y, e 259
Installation ol Microwave Ovens .

Oscerhead Exhaust Hoods

Exhaust Ducts

CHAPTER 16 DUCT SYSTEMS ... vvvviivinny 301

Section

MGG Duet Construcion ..oy 101
MIGO2 Return Air

MI603 Supply Air ..o v 303

CHAPTER 17 COMBUSTION AIR . ovvvvvians 305

Section

M1701 General e
MI1702 Al Air from Inside the Bu;ldmg ................ 105
MI703  All Ait from Qutdoors ..., ... e v 308

CHAPTER 18 CHINMNEYS AND VENTS ..\.\0, 318

Section
M1801
M1802
M1803
M 1804
MIBOS

Yent Components
Chimney and Vent Connectors . ......... P
Venls

2000 INTEANATIONAL RESIOENTIAL CODE ™




CHAPTER 19 SPECIAL FUEL-BURNING

P:QU]["\!IZN'I‘ LI T O I R R B N B O B B B B B ) 31‘)
Section
MI1901 Rangesand Ovens oo 319
MI902 Sauna teaters o e 319
CHAPTER 20 BOILERS/WATER HEATERS ..... 32]
Seclion
M2001 Boilers o000 Ve |
M2002 Operating and Safety Controls .. .o.oovviu cveee 321
M2003 Expansion Tanks ..o iini e 32)
M2004 Water Heaters Used for Space Healing ....... ..., a2
M2005 WaterHealers oo, 322
M2006 Pool Heaters ............... e in
CHAPTER 21 HYDRONICPIPING ..o vvvvvnnys 323
Seclion
M2101 RHydronic Piping Systems Installation ..., 323
M2102 Baseboard Conveclors oo w313
M2103 Floot Healing Systems ... oo oo 323
M2104 Low Temperature Piping ..o oo vt 33
M2105 Ground Source Heat Pump System Loop Piping . ... 324
CHAPTER 22 SPECIAL PIPING AND STORAGE

SX'S'l‘EI\lS L I I I I I A B R I Y N N A N N ) 327
Section
M220} OilTanks v v 7
M2202 Ol Piping, Fitling and Connections ..., ..., .. k¥
M2203 Instalation ..o i 327
M2204 Oil Pumps and Valves oo oo 328
CHAPTER 23 SOLARSYSTEMS .o vvvvivveny 329
Section
M230) Solor Energy Systems oo . 329
Pan 1’1""‘!’”91 Gas LN JN I S N I R I T R D I N I D BT RN B NS RN NN R N | I LI ] l?31
C}{f\P'I‘ER 24 FUEL G{\S I B R B A AN 2 I e B R B B B Y | 331
Section
Oz“ol Gcnefa]lollhltllllllllllllll'llllllllIIIIII 33]
G402 Gemeral oo vvuu i e 3N
02403 Gcncra’ Deﬁnillons LI R T T R O I I I L I I B O R BT T B N B ) 331
GJ"OJ Ocncfal LI R R T I R N IO T I N R O A A O A A B B T R B B B ) LINE I I I B B | 336
02405 Slmclural Safcly L N O I B I O O O O L I T N R I 'Y 337
02406 Appl'ancc Localion L I R O I O LR T I I D T S T SO T T N B ') 337
G2407 Combustion, Ventilation and Dilution Alr. ... .., .. 337
02408 l"sta"n(lon L I O O e e A A I N I N N I I S 34]
G2409  Clearance Reduction ..o.vvvviv e irne, 341
02“’0 [;lec‘riCnl LI O L e I L T R B I Y I B N B | 34d
02“'] Gencra'Illllbllllllllllllllllilll(‘llll‘.l( 344
02“'2 Pipe Slzing L A I B e R e R O I N I R I B I I I D A | 345

L B L Al R R e e N A RN EE L AT N W N I

G413 Piping Materials .. ... ... P 47
G414 Piping System Installation ... 349
G2d15  Piping Bends and Changes

InDirecltion oo 3s0
G2416  Inspection, Testing and Purging ... 0.0 .. 350
G417 Piping Suppont oo 352
G218 Drips and Sloped Piping oo oo 352
G2419  Gas Shuteff Valves ..o oo iiici o, 352
G20 Flow Controls oo v i 352
G212 Apphonce Connecions oo veaan o, coes 353
(2422 CNG Gas-dispensing SYstems «..ovvvivvion i, 353
G2423  Piping Support Intervals oo oo 353
G224 General co oo Ce 353
G225 Vems oo e 355
G2426 Venting of Equipment ..ooovviioiiiiii o, 355
G2427  Sizing of Category | Appliance Venting Systems ... 3064
G428 Directvent. Integral Vent, Mechanical Vent and

Ventilation/Exhaust Hood Venting ... covvins 373
G429 Factory-built Chimnevs ..o v oo .o 373
G230 General . oo 373
(2431 Decorative Appliances for Installation in Fireplaces . 374
G2 Loglighters oo oo i v 374
G2433 Vented Decorative Apphiances ... ooovusnini o ., 374
G233 Nepted Wall Furnates oo, e 374
G235 Floot Fumaces .o i iiic i 374
G236 Clothes Dryers ..., .. e 375
G2437 Clothes Dryer Exhausl ..o oo 375
G248 Saura Healets oo 38
G439 Pooland Spa Heaters ..o oo viiiii oo v 376
G240 Forced-air Warm-air Fumaces .. ..o, 376
G241 Conversion BUImers ... oo oo 377
G2 UnitHeaters oo i . 377
G243 Unvented Room Heaters oo oo a1
G443 Nented Room Heaters ..o 377
G245 Cooking Appliances ..o vci i e 377
G246 Water Heaters v 378
G447 Air Conditioning Equipment ... oot v 378
G448 Dluminating Appliances ..o Cvie 378
G449 Infrared Radiant Hedters oo oo 378
G2450 Boilers ..., e i vorae 378
G451 Chimney Damper Opening Atea ov.vvvvv oo 379
Pact VIIePlumbing .. ooovviviiiiviviiiinii 381
CHAPTER 25 PLUMBING ADMINISTRATION .. 181
Section
PROT General vy v 38]
PS02  Fxisting Plumbing Systems v ovvvvvvrivan oo, 381
2503 Inspection and TestS v ov v iviin v crieeoss 381

CHAPTER 26 GENERAL PLUMBING
REQUIRE‘\’EN'I‘Sllll.ll'llllll‘ 383

Section

POOT General .o st ei v eir e 383
P60 Individual Water Supply and Sewage Disposal . ... 283
60X Sinictural and Piping Protection . .ooovvooiroaeo 383

Ix




P2604  “Trenchang and Hackfilling ... oo 383
P2605  Supporl ... R R X84
12606 Waterptoofing of Openings ..o oovvv v, 384
P2607  Workmanship . ... 0. AP e, 384
P2608  Matenaly Evalustion and Listing . .. .. e 184

CHAPTER 27 PLUMBING FIXTURES v ovvvv 0 287

Sectlon

P270)  Fixtures, Faucets and Fixtore Fitlings ... 0.0 0 g7
P2702  Fislure ACCESSOMeS oo o viiniiriniris.. 387
P2703  TaitPieces oo e e v 387
P2704  Access o Conpections ..o oo oa i 187
P2705 Instsbation ... o000 e oo 387
P2706  Waste Receplors oo oo i oo 387
P2707  Directional FRlings . oo iiiceic e 388
pP2708  Showers ...... e e Jg8
P2709  Shower Receplors «vvvin s iviiiinnenineos 189
P2710  ShowerWals . ............ v e 389
P2TVL Lavalones vt et e 189
P2712 WaterClosets ... v e e e 389
P2713 Bathubs ......... N R 390
P74 Sinks .o e e 390
P2715  Laundry Tubs .. oo i 390
P2716  Food.-waste Grinder .. ... ..o iiiiiviin i, 390
P2717  Dishwashing Machines ...l coene 390
P2718  Clothes Washing Machine ... .00, 390
P2719  FloorDrains o oo oo i e 390
P2720  Whirlpool Bathtubs ... o000 390
P2721  Bidet Installations ........... e 391
P2722 Fixwre Fiting .. oo, e n
P2723  Macerating Toilel Systems ... iiiii i, 391

CHAPTER 28 WATER HEATERS .............. 393

Sectlon

P28B01 General ..o voos 393
P2802  Water Heaters Used for Space Heating ........... 393
P2803 Relief Valves ... ooooiuvinn, L e e 393

CHAPTER 29 WATER SUPPLY AND
D!STRIBUTIONlilli'l'l‘ll'll‘l 395

Section

P2901  General vv vt v 395
P2902 Protection of Potable Waler Supply e 195
P2903  *Water-supply System . e e 396
P2904  Materials, Joints and Connccu'ons ......... e 401
P2905  Changesin Direction v, .oovvivreivinininn, cros 403
P2906  Support ... ieiii e 403
P2907  Drinking Waler Treatment Units ....vuvinns. ., 403

CHAPTER 30 SANITARY DRAINAGE .......... 405

Section

P3001 General ... v vove. 405
P3002  Materials oo i e coeae 405
PY003  Joints and Connections ............. deere . 405
P3004  Determining Dranage Fixture Unils ... . ... ., (oo 408

P3005  Drainage System B
P3006  Sizing of Drain Pape Offtets

P3007  Sumpsand Epectors oo
3008 Backwater Valves ... ...

CHAPTER 31 VENTS ........

Section

P30T Veni Systems | . R §
P3102  Vent Stacks and Sl.uL \‘uus e e 413
P3103 Vent Tetnunals oo 413
3104 Vent Connections and Grades oo oo oon ey 413
P30S Fixture Vents oo 414
P3106 ndividual Venl ... o o oo, 414
P07 CommonVenl ... oo, .. 418
P3108  Wel Venling ..o oo ove i 415
P3IO% Waste Stack Venl . ..o oo 415
PINO CireuttYenting oo 415
P31IT Combination Waste and Vent System ..o oL 416
P3112  Jsland Fixture Venting ... oo, e 416
P33 VYent Pipe Sizing ..o oo 416
P3LI4  Air Admittance Valves ... .1 e 417
CHAPTER 32 TRAPS « ivv i viiei i 4258
Section

P3201  Fixture Traps

Part VIII—Electrical . .

CHAPTER 33 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS ..., 427
Section

E3301 CGeneral ..o i 427
E3302 Building Structure Protcctlon .................. 427
E3303 Inspectionand Approval ... ..o 427
E3304 General Equipment Requirements ............. .. 427
E3305 Equipment Location and Clearances ... ... ... 428
E3306 Electrical Conductors and Connections ........... 430
E3307 Conductor and Terminal Identification . ....... ... 430

CHAPTER 34 ELECTRICAL DEFINITIONS ..., 433

Section

E340) General ....... e e e 433

CHAPTER 35 SERVICES .........oovvveviva.. 437

Scclion
E3501  General Services oo, 437
E3502 Service Size and Raling ......... e 437
E3503  Service, Feeder and Grounding Electrode

Conductor Sizing v\ v i i, .. 438
E3504 Overhead Service-drop and Service Conductor

Installation ..........00 00 e 43
E3505 Service.entrance Conduclors . ...ovvvvvvvivninn, 44
E3506 Service Equipment—General ...........iuiean. 44
E3507 System Grounding ....ovvvirininniiiiin e . 442
£3508 Grounding Electrode System .. ......... Civee 442

2000 INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE™




E3S00 Bondidg ..o e . 443

EAS10  Growmbing Elecirode Conductors ... o444

135))  Grounding Electrode Conductor Cm.nmmn {o thc
Grounding Electrodes , 144

CHAPTER 36 BRANCH CIRCUI'T AND FEEDER
REQUIREMENTS «..vvvivivvians

Section
E3601
3602
E3603
£3604
E36035
E3606

General Ciee

Branch (‘ncuu Ralmu

Required Branch € ucuns

Feeder Requitements o oo oo s
Coanductor Sizing and Overcurient Protection . ...
Panelboards ..

CHAPTER 37 WIRING METHODS |

Section

E3701 General Requireiments

E3702  Above-ground Installalion Requitements

E3703  Underground Installadon Requisements ... ... 453

CHAPTER 38 POWER AND LIGHTING
DISTRIBUTION . ..oovvvv i1 oo 459

Section

EAR0L  Receptacle Outlets .. .

E2802 Ground-fault and Arc-fault Cnrum mhrmphr

Protection

Lighting Qutlets

General Instatlation Requirements

Boxes, Conduit Bodies and Fittings

Installation of Boxes, Conduit Bodies and Fittings ..

Cabinels and Panelboards

Grounding

Flexible Cords

E3803
E3804
E3805
E3806
EXS07
E3808
E3809

CHAPTER 39 DEVICES AND LIGHTING
Fll\.TURES LI I N I O 2 L I I I B I I I R B B B 479

Seclion
E390)
E3902
E3903
E3904
E3903

Swilches
Reveptacles
Fixtuses

Fixture [nstallation
Teack Lighting

CHAPTER 40 APPLIANCE INSTALLATION ..

Section
E4000 General

CHAPTER 41 S\WIMMING POOLS .....ovvvuvy. 48

Section

E4)01  Oeneral

E4102  Wining Methods for Poals, Spas, Hot Tubs .md
Hydromassage Bathlubs

DANNINTERNATIONAL RESINENTIAI CODE ™

E4103
E4104
£4108
£4106
E4107
L4108
EA109

Equipment Location and Clearancey .
Bonding .. .. .

Grounding ........ e e ,

Equipment Instaltaion ..

Storable Swimming Pools

Spasand HotTubs oo L
Hydromassage Bathiubs

CHAPTER 42 CLASS 2 REMOTE-CONTROL,
SIGNALING AND POWER-LINITED
Cll{(:(}l'l‘s LN IR TR T R D I IO I O I I R A B R I AT | 495

Section
E420)
E4202
E4203
E4204

General .00 000

Power Sources

Wirtng Methods

Installation Requirements oo L

Part IX—Referenced Standards oo vvooiiiiinn 497
CHAPTER 43 REFERENCED STANDARDS ..., 497
Part X—Appendices .. ...

APPENDIX A SIZING AND CAPACITIES OF GAS
PIPING ....... o 81

CE e

APPENDIX B SIZING OF VENTING SYSTEMS
SERVING APPLIANCES EQUIPPED
WITH DRAFT HOODS, CATEGORY |
APPLIANCES, AND APPLIANCES
LISTED FOR USE AND TYPE
BVENTS .oovveiivniniriniosiny, 513

APPENDIX C EXIT TERMINALS OF MECHANICAL
DRAFT AND
DIRECT-VENT VENTING
SYSTEMS .....

I R R R R BRI S RN )

APPENDIX D RECOMMENDED PROCEDURE FOR
SAFETY INSPECTION OF AN
EXISTING APPLIANCE
INSTALLATION ..

LRI}

APPENDIX E MANUFACTURED HOUSING

USED AS DWELLINGS ... ..... 529

Section
AEIOT Scope oot 529
AE102 Application to Existing Manufactured Homes
and Building Service Equipment
AE201 Definitions
AE30L Permits oo e e 530




AE302 Apphication foi Permit oo o 830 APPENDIN I ENISTING BUILDINGS AND
. AEJ():; Pcrln"SIss““ncc LR A 53' S'I‘I‘l/‘(:.l‘{.}l{lcs LR R I B A I A B A B R A A R A R I
ABMOL Fees o o 531 ,
‘ Section
AE3OS dnspections ..o A2 X ,
ALIOG Specia) Inspections ..o oL 833 :j:gl :_,"’P(:;F '“.“’ Intent o :2:
AE307 URlity SEvIce ... oo T A l,‘“'l‘,“ ,'*‘"‘°h'1' e AR oo
AE40L Occupancy Classificanon ..o 0oL 813 y fehminary MeChng ... o Lo
AF402 Location on Pro ity L Q3 AJIO4 Evaluation of an Eaisting Building .............. §§1
AESO] Dosign P e A0S Permit P PPPRY $52
¥ S . 2 PNy S e e e e 5

ALES02  Foundation Systems ..o v SM ::jlg: L:ﬂ_::’ll:m“ fgg
AES03  Skinting and Perimelter Enclosures ... ..o 33 AJAOI Rpg;y1ﬁag$‘ """""""""""""" e ;;3
AESO4 Structural Additions ..o 3 AJ50] \I'ler'n‘ions """""""""""""""" SSW
AES0S Building Service Equipment .o AN AJ;)OI '!?cco;lslrucli‘(:ln """""""""""""""" ;,S't
AESO6 EXHS ... 84 ST e e 9 ‘
AES07  Occupancy, Firesafely and Energy

Contervation Standards ... o ..., 838 APPENDIX K SOUND TRANSMISSION ......... &85
AEG00  Special Requirements for Foundation Systems ., .. 534 Section
AEGO) ['omings and Foundations ..................... 835 AKIOL Genetal . o oo 555
2}‘328? :;IP,?QE:‘(?;(;?,];,‘;O[I:;; ART02 Airbome Sound ... . oo iy, 555

- c L I O T e R B A I ) L T T T T T YL ] . al
AEG04  Anchorage Installations .. ........... ... ......, %3§ AR103 Struciural-borne Sound ... ovenn P 533
AE605 Ties, Materials and Installation ... ... ......... &6
I‘\II)IE:I\' lllll L e O T T I T T B I T T T T T S R'Y Al.557

APPENDIX F RADON CONTROL
METHODS oovoviniiiiiii oo 337

Seclion
AFI10l  Scope ...... Y

AF102  Definilions ..oy 37

AF103  Requirements ..ooiiinnn i on v, .. $37

APPENDIX G SWINMING POOLS, SPAS AND

HOTTUBS . ivvviiiniiiiinan . 848
Section
AGI0l General ............. A . & 1
AGI02 Definilions . ..oovvvii e v, .. S48
AGIO3 Swimming Pools ... v, 545
AGI04 Spasand Hot Tubs ...oooovnvniiiiiininn. .. 543
AGI05 Barrier Requirements ....ooovvuvin i iniin.., 545
AGL06 Abbreviations ......oovvviri i, . 546
AGl07 Standards ................ i 546

APPEND]X ]'l pf\'rlo CO\’ERS L R R B B I B A 547

Section
AH101 Generat........ e e e 47
AHI02Z Definition .o e e 547
AHI03 Permitted Uses . ovvv oot 47
AH104 Design Loads ... .. e e 547
AHI05 Light and Ventilation/Emergency Epress ......... 547
AH)06 Footings ..........ccoviius. e e 547
APPENDIX 1 PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL ... 5§49
.cclion .
All0l  General . ... ... e e e e e 549

il 2000 INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE ™




The 2000 IRC: Changes Affecting Fleld Inspection

By Bob Foote, Code Services International and Tom Meyers, City of Broomfield

%p"‘-,‘.\\‘.‘.y,’;, R RPN ',1,", .

200 sf dotached accassary examot

T
e ! )
-~ 4

o "-.V‘.“.‘., plediocey T s

7
8

120 sf slnala.story datachaed exempt |

Floodplaln Inspection required

Not specliically required

Not limited

| Dead loads of structures “limited”
_Slespling area live load = 30psf

Sleeping area live load = 40 psl

8% floor area = natural light

10% lloor area = natural light

Artificial light allowed (exc. Egress)

Adtificlal light only allowed in kitchens

4% floor area = natural ventilation

5% floor area = natural ventilation

Min one habltable room = 160 sf

Min one habitlable room = 120 sf

Kitchen = 70sf minimum

Kitchen not rogulated

7'-0" minimum habitable headroom

7'6" minimum.or habitable rooms

Non-habitable basement = 6'8"
(6'4" to underside of beams, ducts, elc.)

Not regulaled

Garaqe separation = 2" standard GWB

Malearials req'd for 1 slde of a 1:hr

Slope qaraqe to drain or entry door

Not requlated

5.0 sf egress opening at grade

5.7 sf required everywhare

Basement egress If habitable only

Basemen! eqress required reqardless

Handrails required with 2 or more risers

Handrails required with 3 or more risers

Handrall cross section = 2-5/8" max

Handrail cross section = 2" max

Handralls may encroach 4-1/2" max

Handrails may encroach 3-1/2" max

7-3/4" max rise — 10" min, run

8" max rise - 8" M ¢ . ri'd

Spiral stairs permitted as an exit

Spiral stalrs sarving only 400 sf as exil

Stalr quards shall not be climbable

Climbability Is not requlated

Duplex — 1 hr FR construction to deck

1 hr FR construction w/altic draftstop

Townhouse = 2 hr parly wall permitted

Independent 1 hr walls requirad

“Townhouse" does not need propenty lines

Property lines required for R-3

Flood resistant construction requlated

Only requlated if appendix adopled

Foundation must extend 4" above grade
when Masonry veneer Is used

Not specifically regulated
(6” wood to earth separation)

Ventiiation & access req'd for all crawlspaces

Required for wood only

Sieel floor construction addressed

Not addressed prescriptively

Double top plate splice = 24 inches

Double top plate splice = 48 inches

Firebiocking = ¥z inch GWB

GWB thickness not specified

16" high fiberglass = acceptable fireblock

Fiberglass quantity not requlated

Prascriptive Insulated Concrete Form criteria

See ICBO-ES report — PCA criteria

Celling qreen board: 12 for 12" and 16" for 5/8”

No modification for 5/8" board

Masonry tie to support up to 3-1/4 square

2 square feet maximum

—d

Truss moditication prohibited w/o “engineer”

Not prescriptively addressed

Roof ventilation mandated

Roof ventilation when required by the BO




Associated General Contractors
'ﬁ Petorson Of NOI’th Dal{Ota

cutive Vice President

422 North 2nd Street, Box 1624, Bismarck, North Dakota 88502 ¢ Phone: 701-223-2770 ¢ FAX: 701-223-6719

TESTIMONY ON HB1423
PROVIDED BY CURT PETERSON, EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT
ASSOCIATED GENERAL CONTRACTORS OF NORTH DAKOTA

2-9-01

Chairman Klein and members of the House Government and Veterans Affalrs
Committee, House Bill 1423 provides for use of the International Building Code as a
reference for the State Building Code, and codifies the State Bullding Code Advisory
Committee, allowing members of the committee to vote on the amendments to the State

Building Code.

By updating the State Building Code to reference the International Building Code,
our state will join others in adopting this new code that will be used nationwide, as opposed
to having multiple building codes around the country that could potentially cause
confusion in the building industry. The Uniform Building Code will uo longer be updated,
and we recognize the new code will provide for consistency in our industry and take into

consideration new technologies in the building world today.

Our association strongly supports the renaming and codifying of the Sate Building
Code Advisory Committee, currently known as the Technical Review Committee, and
providing committee members with voting rights in the amending of the State Building
Code in North Dakota. We, along with other statewide groups in the building industry,
have a member on this committee, and believe we should be involved in the final voting

process on amendments to the State Building Code.

The Associated General Contractors of North Dakota support House Bill 1423 and

encourage the House Government and Veterans Affairs Committee to favorably consider

passage of this legislation.

BUILD WITH THE BEST A




To: Senate Political Subdivisions Committee

From: Jerry Hjelmstad, North Dakota League of Citics
Date: March 9, 2001

Re: House Bill No, 1423

House Bill 1423 has three distinct sections, Section | is included in the
bill only because there is a reference to the state building code. Changes to that
section of the law were also made in House Bill 1118, which received a
unanimous “do pass” recommendation from this committee. The changes made
in HB 1118 were supported by the state fire marshal, the fire chief’s association,
the firefighter’s association, and the state risk manager, We ask that the
committee delete section 1 from this bill so that there will be no confusion about

the changes.

Section 2 of the bill provides for the adoption of the international codes as
the state building code. This is an important change since the uniform code will

no longer be published, We understand that 29 states have adopted or are in the
process of adopting the international codes. We support the adoption of thesc

international codes.

Section 3 of the bill relates to the procedure for making amendments to
the state building code. We support an amendment to keep the current
procedure calling for these building code amendments to be approved by a
majority of the enforcing jurisdictions. Part of the goal is to have as much
uniformity as possible, so it seems logical that the amundments should need to
be supported by a majority of the enforcing jurisdictions. The advisory
committee still has a very important role because they are the group that
develops proposed amendnients to the state building code.

We ask that you recommend a “do pass” on HB 1423 with these
amendments.




To: Scnate Political Subdivisions Commitice
From: North Dakota League of Cities
Date: March 9, 2001

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL NO. 1423

Page 1, line 1, remove “18-08-12," and the second comma

Page 1, remove lines 4 through 22

Page 3, line 19, replace “members of the state building code advisory committee” with

“aligible jurisdictions in a manner as established in the administrative rules of the office of
management and budget”

Renumber accordingly
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Testimony in Support of House Bill 1423
Senate Political Subdivisions Cormmittec

Doreen Mehihofl, Kxecutive Oflicer
North Dakota Association of Builders
March 9, 2001

Chairman Cook and members of the Senate Political
Subilivisions Committee, the North Dakota Association of
Builders (NDADB) respectlully asks for your support of HI3 1423
which provides for the updating and amending of the State

I3uilding Code, .

The NDAB represents approximately 1,400 members
statewide, and is affiliated with five local builders associations
in Bismarck-Mandan, Dickinson, Fargo-Moorhead, Grand

Forks, and Minot, We are also part of a larger federation, the

‘National Association of Home Builders (NAHI3), which has over

200,000 members across the nation,

The State Building Codc\ (NDCC 54-21.3 ~ attached)
currently references th‘c Uniform Building Code (UBC), a model
code last updated in 1997, and which will have no further
updates. The UBC has been one of three sets of model building
codes used across the county ~ the others are the Building
Ofﬁcinl's and Code Administrators (BOCA) Code, and the”
Southern Building Code. In 1994, the three groups formed the
International Codes Council, working together to develop a
single set of comprehensive and coordinated model codes - the

International Family of Codes.

This single, complete set of construction codes eliminates
the technical disparities among the three codes and provides for
greater nationwide consistency. 'Homcbuildcrs pérticipatcd in
the drafting of the International Residential Code, and NAHB is

represented on the code maintenance committee. NAHB's policy

I
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is to support codes governing home building that are fair and maintain housing

affordability, while providing for the health and safety ol the home ocenpants,

The NDAR supports the Internationa) Residentinl Code (IRC) that builders
may use to construct one- and two-family dwellings, and townhomes. Here are

some reasons why NDAD supports the adoption of the IRC:
o Written in o clear and understandable code lun;;\mg(:.

Format is preferable for bullders, folowing the order of the building

process, (2000 IRC Table of Contents attached on yellow paper)
Simplified, understandable, and easier to enforce,
Includes new building technologies and products.

Stand-alone code - the only code the builder needs to construct a

home.

Compares to the UBC in many aspects. (Comparison chart attached)

S —— - =

As of February §, 2001, states’ adoption of the IRC is in process as follows:
| (33 stales fesponded to this NAHB survey)

Starting adoption process: 16 states

(includes North Dakota, Montana, and Minnesota)

Considering adoption: 1 1 states

(includes South Dakota)

Adopted: . 2 states

{South Carolina and Utah)

«Article 4-08 of the North Dakota Administrative Code fattached) provides
for the updating and amending of the State Building Code by the Technical
Review Committee (1-08-01-07, page 4). HB1423 moves the Technical Review
Committee from the Administrative Code to the Century Code, as most

committces are structured in law, and changes its name to the State Building

Code Advisory Committee, a more identifying name. This is not establishing a




new comuiittee, since the committee has been in place. Also, we are not
proposing any changes to the make-up of the committee, which we believe is u

well-rounded group of representatives from building-related organizations.

CThe nine members of the Technical Review Commiriee are building
officints (two) and representatives of various groups within the building industry
(1-08-01-07, page 4-5). This committee reviews proposed amendments, receives
testimony, and develops recommendations, but is currently not allowed to vote
on the amendments, Voting (1-08-01-07, page 5) is turned over to local
jurisdictions having adopted the State Building Code, with the number of votes
based on population levels (4-08-01-07, page 6), and generally cast by building
officials, Being a member of the committee, but not having a vote, is discerning to
our members, and they would certainly like to have a voice when voting on this

new set of codes.

With our proposed amcndrnc.nts, we have kept the voting in place for
jurisdictions, and are simply adding five votes for representatives of the building
industry. Having a group of industry professionals from the architects, engineers,
builders, associated general contractors, and mechanical contractors included in
the voting process is advantageous and should be welcomed by all parties

involved.

The eligible votes from the jurisdictions (attachment) numbered 104 in
1998, and we believe that the five single votes we are asking for in this
amendment will not control or hamper the process, but will add the industry

expertise which is greatly needed. Current voters are often building inspectors,

but may also be city assessors and auditors who may not be well-versed in

building codes:

We strongly believe that these five members of the State Building Code
Advisory Committee, who work with building codes on a daily basis, deserve a

voice in voting on amendments (HB1423, page 3, lines 14-19),

Local jurisdictions will continue to have the authority to amend the State
Building Code to conform with local needs, as they presently exercise. In
addition, building officials from the local jurisdictions will maintain the ability to

propose and submit amendments to the State Building Code Advisory




Committee, We recognize that the building officials are excellent resources i this
process, providing committee members with valuable information and

recommendations.

The North Dakata Association of Builders and its membership strongly
support the adoption of the International Codes, the renaming and codifying of
the State Building Code Advisory Committee, and the attainment of voting rights
for the State Building Code Advisory Committee in the amendment process, We

ask the House Government and Veterans Affairs Committee to support House

13ill 1423,
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15
16
17
18
19
20

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Provided by the North Dakota Association of Builders

AMENDMENT TO HB1423

{New language in boldface type.)

Remove Section | from line 4 through 22. (This section is in HIBTTI8, with appropriate

reference changes made in that bill)

Amendment to Scection 3 on page 3

3, The state building code adyisory committee shall meet with the director of the

offfce of management and budget or o desinee of the director ot least once each

calendar year to address proposed amendments to the state building code, The

director of the oflice of management and budeet may not adopt an amendment to

the state building code unless the amendment is approved by a majority vote of:

the-members-of-the-state-building code-advisory-commiliee;

],

b,

o,

d,

e,

f.

One reprosentative appointed by the North Dakota chapter of the

American institutec of architects,

One representative appointed by the North Dakota socioty of

professional engineers,

One representative appointed by the North Dakota association of

builders.

One representative appointed by the North Dakota association of

mechanical contractors.

One representative appointed by the associated general contractors.

Representatives of eligible jurisdictions as established in administrative

rules.

Page No. 3
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« CITY COMMISSION -

- CITY OFFICES -
423 Sixth Slraet Fred Batt, President
£.0. Box 1048 Dick Johnson

Oeavils Lake, ND §8301-1048 Tim Haeisler
Rick Morse

Fax (701) 662-7612
TDO (701) 862-7610 Craig Stromme

March 6, 2001

Chairperson Dwight Cook

& Senate Political Subdivisions Committee
600 East Boulevard Ave.

Bismarck, ND 58505

Dear Chairperson Cook:

Witl: this letter we are expressing our support for House Bill 1423 with the proposed
amendment to line 19, page 3, which aimended would delete ... Members of the state
building code advisory committee” from line 3 and substitute *.... Eligible jurisdictions
in a manner as established in the administrative rules of the Office of Management and

Budget.”

Our community suppotts the concept of a uniform building code for the State of North
Dakota and its jurisdictions. This bill will accomplish that end with the inclusion of the
proposed amendment, The bill and its amendment will maintain the present hearing and
adoption process and enable the upgrade of our present state code to the International

Building Code set.

Failure to pass the amended version of this bill will eliminate the jurisdictions’ present
prerogative to vote on the code and its amendments. If the amendment is not included in
the passage of this bill, the decision-making body will become the building code advisory
committee and render the cities and counties lobbyists rather than a part of the decision-
making process. This would represent a significant reduction in the jurisdictions’
authority. In turn this could lead to an erosion of the very uniformity we desire and

support,

Zud) 8,4

Fred Bott
Mayor, City of Devils Lake

TOOD €. OALZIEL GARY A, MARTINSON GLENN J. OLSON LYLE P, JAEGER J, THOMAS TRAYNCR, JR,

Audios AssassorBuilding OMalal Englneer Public Works Director Cily Atiornay
(701) 862:7600 (701) 682.7607 (701)662:7814 [701) 62:7848 (701) 662.4077

E.mak; lodd _o@cidevislakandus  E.mal: gary_m@c.devislake.ndus  E-mail: glann_o@c.devis-lake.ndus  E-mail: jaeger@stellametcom  E-mail: lomraynot@traynor-rutten.com
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“f Testimony in Support of House Bill 1423
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ux Colby Waell

b - www.homeswellpuilt.com

a2 C g Well-Built Homes, Inc.

‘,;v ‘:‘-"7"’04“'“"4’7‘2«’-«;.NW“.awmam, N
| | am Colby Well, owner of Well-Built Homes here in the

™ i Bismarck-Mandan area. | am secretary/treasurer of the

B S N : Bismarck-Mandan Home Builders Association (HBA). As a bullder

SN SR | who uses building codes every day, | encourage this committee to
= L ‘ support House Bill 1423 and the amendments provided by the

North Dakota Association of Builders.

As a builder and member of the Bismarck-Mandan HBA
and the North Dakota Association of Builders, | want my
association to have a representative involved in voting on
amendments to the State Building Code. If there are technical
questions or issues that may be best answered by a builder,
engineer, architect, bulilding inspector or a mechanical contractor,
| want to be assured that these Issues are addressed. In moving
to the new International Building and Residential Codes, it is more
Important than aver for all these entities to have a representative
at the table when the voting is done.

Please give me and my colleagues across North Dakota a
voice In the amending of, and voting on, the State Building Code.
Leaving it only to jurisdictional volars, who are sometimes city
assessors and city auditors, is not good for us or for others in the
bullding Industry. | ask you to sugport House Bill 1423 as
amended by the North Dakota Association of Builders.

. f Y . 4. o4 . I
Niscaver e ////'m«/(/(r////// caf Levekty oell.
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HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION

‘Testimony in Support of House Bill 1423
Jeff Kohler, President

Bismarck-Mandan Home Builders Association

My name is Jeft Kohler, a builder in this arca doing business as Kohler Home
Improvements, [nc.. and currently serving as pr - ent of the Bismarck-Mandan Home Butlders
Association (HBA). Our association represents approximately 280 builder and associate members
in the Bismarck-Mandan arca. The Bismarck-Mandan HBA encourages this committee to support

House Bill 1423 and the amendments provided by the North Dakota Association of Builders.

In voting on amendments to the State Building Code. we believe it is important to hase
. representatives of the tive professional building industry groups involved in the voting process
there is discussion on particutar issues aftecting builders, we certaindy want a representatine of
our organization involved from the beginning to the end in the amendiment process. Especially
since we are moving 1o a new st of codes, there may be information that a builder or an architect.

for example, could assist with and help explain during the voting process.

We understand and respect the building ofticials™ roles in the amendiment process of the
State Building Code. Citics and countics across the state are given a certain number of voles.
bascd on population, and those votes are usually cast by building officials and city assessors We
simply ask that our professional building industey is granted the right to participate m the voling

process by having a single vote.

Builders heed a voice in the amending of and voting on the State Building Code. and we

ask vou to support House Bill 1423 as amended by the North Dakota Associavion of Builders.

|

| o e | ALK AkeTE
(5 NAHB 1424 Wost Century Avo, Suite 207 » Bismarck, North Dakola 58503 ¢ (701) 222-2400 » FAX (701) 250-6730 FOTLERRS
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Testimony By Richard Gray
On
House Bill 1423

Mr. Chairman, Committee members, my name is Richard Gray. [ am with the Division of
Community Services and one of my responsibilities is (o maintain and promote the North Dakota

State Building Code.

The reason for the introduction of House Bill 1423 was supposed to be very simple; current state
law requires that the State Building Code consist of the Uniform Building Code and Uniform
Mechanical Code published by the International Conference of Building Officials, and those
codes are no longer being published, The last publication was the 1997 Uniform Building Code
and the 1997 Uniform Mcchanical Code. As a result, the State Building Code is quickly
becoming outdated and we need to change state law lo permit using a new sct of codes called the

International Codes,

The International Codes are actually not new, just the name is new, Beginning in 1994, the three
national building code groups - the International Conference of Building Officials, the Building
Officials and Code Administrators International, and the Southern Building Code Conference
International - came togther to form the International Code Council. They agreed that the time
was right because of growing pressure from the European Union, to create a single set of
building and related codes, before the Federal Government decided to get involved in the
building code arena, These codes were developed by reviewing the codes of the three code
groups and incorporating into the International Codes the most appropriated provisions and
language. As a result, some provisions may be new to those of us that belong to the International
Conference of Building Officials, but they have been tested and used clsewhere, and very few

new provisions have been added.

The International Codes consist of a scries of interrelated codes that are designed to provide a
“family” of codes that are consistent with one another, and can be used in any location, By
having just one set of codes nationally it is hoped that more uniformity in code adoption and
enforcement will occur. This i very important for economic development nationally and on a
global basis. As written, HB 1423 will ehable the State Building Code to use the International
Building Code, International Mechanical Code, International Residential Code, and the
International Fuel Gas Code. There are other International Code referenced in these, such as the
[nternational Plumbing Code, the International Electrical Code, and International Fire Code, but
it is up to other state agencies to deal with these. We need to update the State Building Code to
these International Codes and support wholeheartedly this part of HB 1423, The National
Conference of States on Building Codes and Standards also supports the need to have one set of
building codes nationally for economic development purposes.

Now, as | stated at the beginning of my testimony, HB 1423 was supposed to be a simple Bill
that would enable us to begin using the International Codes in our State Building Code.
However, the simple has now become somewhat complicated. In 1994 we, through




administrative rules, created a process for implementing, amending, and updating the State
Building Code. The goal was to create a process that would encourage code enforcing
communitics and interested code using organizations to work together to amend the State
Building Code to meet the needs of all jurisdictions statewide. Everyone believed this would go a
long, way in promoting uniformity in the use of codes and reduce the need for code enforeing
jurisdictions to make additional local amendments. In addition, it coincides with the national
trend for more uniformity to enhance economic development.

The process created involves the use of a Technical Review Committee (the same committee
now proposed in HB 1423 as the State Building Code Advisory Committee) to solicit proposed
amendments to the codes that make up the State Building Code. The Committec conducts a
public hearing to receive comments on the proposed amendments, and then votes on cach
proposed amendment in order to develop a recommendation for cities and countics to adopt or
reject, The results of the Committee’s recommendations are then forwarded to cach jurisdiction
declared eligible to vote for the final version of the State Building Code. The cities and counties
get the {inal vote because that is how the International Codes are created, and because they are
the entities charged with protecting the health, safety, and welfare of their citizens. In addition, if
they all ngree on the contents of the State Building Code, then there is little need to further
amend the code to “conform to local needs,” because their needs have been addressed. This
process worked well in 1995 and 1998, We have a long way to go in promoting more code
uniformity statewide, but this process has helped us to come a long, long way,

1B 1423, as now written, will change this voting process. It moves the Technical Review
Committee from the administrative rules and it gives the Commiittee the final vote on the State
Building Code instead of the cities and counties. On one hand this may serve to simplify things
since we won’t have to produce, send out, and follow-up on voting packages sent to various
jurisdictions for voting, On the other hand, however, it takes authority away from the cities and
counties that have to adopt and enforce the code, and it sets up the real possibility that
jurisdictions will make their own local amendments. This, however, is what we have all been
frying to minimize, so that we won’t have, as one Legislator commented to me, n “mish-mash” of
codes statewide, The question boils down to this, who should have the final say on what the
contents of the State Building Code should be? Should it be a committee that includes a couple
of local building officials and a variety of special interest groups who use the code to build? Or
should it be up to those who are responsible for adopting and enforcing the code for the
protection of the health, safety, and welfare of their citizens who live and work in buildings? It
also comes down to whether or not we as a state believe it is in everyones best interest to try to
have more uniformity in code adoption and administration statewide, which is the intent of the
International Codes and the code enforcement community nationally and globally, or if we want
to continue to let everyone do their own fragmented thing, which in most cases results in mote
restrictive requitements and increased costs and is clearly not the trend today.




Testimony before the Senate Political Subdivisions Committee
Engrossed Senate Bill 1423
March 9, 2001

Good morning Mr. Chairman and committee members. My name is Bill Wocken. |
am City Administrator for the City of Bismarck. | am appearing on my own behalf

and not representing the city.

| would like to propose an amendment to HB 1423. | understand the desire of the
building officials to preserve their rights to vote on the modifications to the
building code they enforce in their communities and | understand the desire of
the building professions to be represented when the code changes are voted.
This practice will promote a consensus building code which | believe is important,
I think the bill can be amended to offer both parties that which they seek.

| would propose to amend this bill on Line 18, Page 3 by adding “52%” between

“a” and “majority” and to add the amendments proposed by the builders. Since

there were 104 votes allowed the last time the code was changed, this
amendment would increase that number to 109 but it would require a 52% super-
majoiity i+ enact the changes. In this way the building industry would be given its
five new votes and the building officlals would guarantee the need for a majority

of their members to favor a code change In order for it to oceur,

Thank you for allowing me to speak to you this morning.
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City of Miii at_.

Office of the Mayor

March 7, 2001

Chairperson Dwight Cook
Senate Political Subdivisions Committee

600 E Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505

Dear Chairperson COOK,

With this letter we are expressing our support for House Bill #1423 with the proposed
amendment to line 19, page 3, which amended would delete "...Members of the state
building code advisory committee" from line 3 and substitute "....Eligible jurisdictions in
a manner as established in the administrative rules of the Office of Management and

Budget.”

Our community supports the concept of a uniform building code for the State of North
Dakota and its Jurisdictions. This bill will accomplish that end with the inclusion of the
proposed amendment. The bill and its amendment will maintain the present hearing and
adoption process and enable the upgrade of our present state code to the International

Building Code set.

Failure to pass the amended version of this bill will eliminate the jurisdictions' present
prerogative to vote on the code and its amendments. If the amendment is not included
in the passage of this bill, the decislon-making body will become the building code
advisory committee and render the cities and counties lobbyists rather than a part of the
declsion-making process. This would represent a significant reduction in the
Jurisdictlons’ authority. In turn this could lead to an erosion of the very uniformity we

desire and support.

Therefore | urge you to support House Bill #1423 with the proposed amendment as
stated above,

ancerely,

,(// w0 fﬁffifz//

arrol/ W. ErfcRson
Mayor
City of Minot
* The Magic City *

515 2nd Ave, SW » Minot, North Dakota 58701-3739 « (701) 857-4750 ¢ Fax (701) 857-4751
mayor(@web.cr.minot.na.us




