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BILL/RESOLUTION NO. 200%

Senate Appropriations Committee

O Conference Committee

Hearing Dute : January 9, 2001

2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

Tape Number Side A Side B Meter #
2 | State Fair Assoc 23.8-34.0
- 2 State Fair Assoc | 0.0-29.2
Py 4 d' Pyl

Committee Clerk Signat;(ro

,/ //
‘ - : o
i [] L/

f ident of the Board of Dire

attached), named all the Board of Directors (booklet attached). He talked about the growth of

isociation, (testimony

the state fair; the board and staff, family events, show case of agricultural for 4H & FFA; the

livestock exhibits; Ag awards; events and commercial exhibits,

Tape #, Side A 29.5
Jerry lverson, Mauager of the State Feir Association, (testimony attached), and mentioned tvo

reports he was going to review; fist an overview, second, reviews of the budget request and
special needs (reports attached), The 2001-2003 budget proposal as presented by Governor Ed
Schafer which approves the agency budget as submitted. Their agency was not allowed to
submit an increase, The budget recommends $210,000 vapital improvement Joan assistance

(projects listed) and $340,0000 prizes from the general fund. It also includes $20,000 for special

funds, (Fair income) for prizes. Total budget {s $7.4 million. The $50,000 general fund




Page 2

Senate Appropriations Committee
Bill/Resolution Number 2009
Hearing Date : January 9, 2001

recommendation represents 7% of their operational budget. He stated that 80% of the attendance
is 21 years of age or younger.
Senator Bowman: About the parking lot and grandstand problems; couldn’t you charge a user
fee to utilize the costs- is this possible?
Jerry Jverson: The fair association sets fees and rents; there is not charge for parking; it is not
feasible to charge for parking as difficult to explain to people.
Senator Bowman: Even if people understood the user fee was used to replace the parking lot?
Jerry Iverson; It’s possible and we can look at it.
The video was not played in order to let others give testimony,

End Tape #2, Side A, meter 54.0 - Start Side B, meter 0.0
Christy Kronberg, ND 4-H Ambassador, (testimony attached) gave testimony that 4-H was tool
to her advancing in life. She explained her past experiences with 4-H, FFA and the state fair and

it’s advantages. Asked for continued support for these programs,

Michelle Kraft, North Country 4-H Club, (testimony attached), gave testimony on her

experiences with state fair and 4-H, Thanked committee for their continued support,

Jerry Bugkloy, North Country 4-H Club, (testimony attached), stated his involvement with the

4-H Division, mainly sheep and his experiences. Asked committee to approve requested budget

amount by ND State Fair for premiums in 4-H and FFA projects.

John Rice, Benson County 4-H Club, explained his experience with 4-H and how it has helped

him with speaking skills, The premium money is very impottant and asked for continued

support,

Colleen Reimers Beulah FFA, spoke about the members and events with the state fair and the
incentives for everybody to participate.
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Senate Appropriations Committee
Bill/Resolution Number 2009
Hearing Date : January 9, 2001

CGrant Boeshans, Beylah FFA, spoke on the state fair and premium money. The premium money

is the root of all participation and that the chapter relies on it heavily. Ask for support of FFA.
Devon Mack, Scranton FFA, (testimony attached), spoke in support and incentives of the

programs at state fair. Asked for continued support,

Derrick Mack, Bowman County 4-H Club & FFA, talked about animals and how the state fair

teaches him responsibility with the animals and the work involved which has paid off with

awards. The premiums are important and asked for continued support,

John McMartin, Minot Chamber of Commerce, asked committee to support SB 2009 with the

additional requests. State 750 businesses in Minot are involved and support the state fair, This

is positive money and asked for continued suppott.

Neil Leigh, Minot City Council member, stated he is representing the City of Minot and showed

payments (figures attached) made to the All Season’s Area from Minot sales tax,

Marsha Dupre, Minot’s Convention & Business Bureau,  (testimony attached), asked support for

increased budget which will support and enhance family values. Thanked for past support and
considerations to continued support to the ND State Fair.

Wanita Brown, Burleigh County, farmet/ranchers testified that she supports the premium money

for 4-H & FFA,
Senator Nething: We do not have time to pass the bill like we have in the past sessions. We will

review it soon as it is still early, Thank you all that participated in support of ND State Fair.

Tape 2, Side B, meter 29,2
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Senate Appropriations Committee
Bill/Resolution Number 2009
Hearing Date : Jarfifylra0e|

ebruary 5, 2001

Senator Nething reconvened the Senate Appropriations Committee.

Roll Call was taken by the Committee Clerk: 14 members present,

Senator Nething went over the week’s schedule for full committee work and the subcommittee
work -- copies were distributed (and copy attached here for reference).

Senator Nething reopened the hearing on SB2009 - State Fair,

Senator Schobinger presented proposed amendments to SB2009 (copy of 18035.0101 attached) -
the State Fair bill. Senator Schobinger moved the amendments be accepted; Senator Solberg
seconded the motion, Discussion: Senator Andrist: The 15 thousand -- if they can raise it, we
are giving the authority to spent it? 25 thousand from the general fund?

Senator Nething: Yes.

Senator Schobinger moved a do pass as amended; Senator Tallackson seconded the motion.
Motion carried. Senator Schobinger accepted the floor assignment.

Tape 1, side a, 0.0 - 8.4
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18038.0101 Prepared br.ohe Legislative Council staff for
Title. £l Senator Schobinger
Fiscal No. 1 January 31, 2001

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2009

Page 1, line 10, replace "360.000" with "400,000"
Page 1, line 11, reptace "570,000" with "610,000"
Page 1, line 12, replace "20,000" with *35.000"
Page 1, line 13, replace "550,000" with "575,000"
Renumber accordingly

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT:
Senate Bill No. 2009 - State Fair Association - Senate Action

EXECUTIVE SENATE SENATE
BUDGET CHANGES VERSION
Total afl funds : $570,000 $40,000 $610,000
Less estimated income 20,000 16,000 35,000
General fund $5£0,000 $25,000 $575,000
FTE 0.00 0.00 0.00
Dept. 665 - State Fair Associrtion - Detail of Senate Changes
INGREASE TOTAL
FIJNOING FOR SENATE
PREMIUMS CHANGES
S provements $40.000 $40,000
Total s funds $40,000 $40,000
Lesa estimated income 16,000 16,000
General fund 326,000 $25,000
FTE T 0.0 0.00

Page No. 1 18038.0101




Date: g-'/" Z/

o . Roll Call Vote #:
2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES

Senate  Appropriations Committee

Subcommittee on
or
Conference Committee

Legistative Council Amendment Number / f 2.3572/2/

Action Taken g .
Seconded % ,
By 54 coan,

No Senators Yes | No

Motion Made By

Senators
Dave Nething, Chairman
Ken Solberg, Vice-Chairman

. Randy A. Schobinger

Elroy N. Lindaas
Harvey Tallackson
Larry J. Robinson
Steven W, Tomac
Joel C. Heitkamp
Tony Grindbe
Russell T. Thane
Ed Kringstad
Ray Holmberg
Bill Bowman
John M. Andrist

Total Yes / 6/ No &

"

Absent 4 / Z

Floor MiWOHMM

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:

USRNSSR
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HEPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: SR-20-2388
I'ebruary 5, 2001 2:20 p.m.

Carrier: Schobinger
insert LC: 18035.0101 Title: .0200

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
SB 2009: Appropriations Committee  (Sen. Nething, Chairman)  recommends
AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DG PASS
(14 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2009 was placed on the Sixth

order on the calendar.
Page 1, line 10, replace "360,000" with "400,000"
Page 1, line 11, replace "570,000" with "610,000"
Page 1, line 12, replace “20,000" with "35,000"
Page 1, line 13, replace "550,000" with "5675,000"
Renumber accordingly

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT:
Senate Biil No. 2009 - State Falr Association - Senate Action

EXECUTIVE SENATE SENATE
BUDGET

CHANGES VERSION
Total al funds $670,000 $40,000 $610,000
Less estimated incoine 20,000 16,000 96,000
General fund $650,000 $25,000 $576,000
FTE 0.00 0.00 0.00

Dept. 665 - State Fair Association - Detail of Senate Changes

INDREASE TOTAL
FUADING FOR BENATE
APAEMIUMS CHANGES
Capital improvements
Premiums $40.000 $40,000
Totad all funds $40,000 $40,000
Losa estimated income 15,000 16,000
General fund $28,000 $25,000
FTE 0.00 0.00

Page No. 1 SA-20-£300
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2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. March 19,2001

House Appropriations Committee
Education and Ervironment Division

Q Conference Committee

Hearing Date SB2009
Tape Number Side A SideB Meter #
1 of | X 4,455
i ' | Fttocit”
Committee Clerk Signature e ey ¢ c*,«é/_
‘ S ——
Minutes:

Representatives Aarsvold, Boehm, Gulleson, Martinson, Monson, Wald, Wentz,

Representative Wentz: We will open the hearing on SB2009,

Jerry Effertz: Chairman of Board of Directors of ND State Fair Association. Asking your
support of appropriations of SB2009. Mr, Efforts introduces some of the board members,

Jerry Iverson: Chairman of the North Dakota Fair Association, See attached testirony in packet,
See overview and 2000 State Fair, Pages 1-5 is a summary of the last fair. Pages 6-9 are survey
results. Every 50th person is surveyed as they go out. Pages 10-15 some news releases, Page
16-21, revenue comparisons and budget, Pages 22-27 list of capital improvements, Page 29
agency goals, Continue with attached budget request and special needs.

Discussion of revenue for concessions being under building rents, Only concession that is kept

separate is beer gardens,
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Education and Environment Division
Biil/Resolution Number SB2009
Hearing Date March 19, 2001

Representative Martinson: (1670) I look at this, and I have concerns with all the competition

for the dollar and all the other events that draw people. It is expensive, | have read letter from
people who used to come up 5 days and more and now come one, We should try and figure out a
way we can help you. You have to give people value for their dollar they spent. We need to try
and create some excitement, and maybe try and get the Canadians back. Something new and
differently. It is the value for the dollar, Your admittance has gone up in price, but your dollar
has gone down 1 think you do a good job and I look forward to working with you to maybe do
something different and help you.

Representative Wentz: (2050) Could you tell us about the sponsorship of the grandstand,

Jerry Iverson: The ND Fair Association generated 270,000 dollars for it’s operations from

sponsors, It was the very best year we ever had, We don't get many folks who just call and say |

would like to give us a certain amount of dollars. We hope this doesn’t get oftensive to folks.
Some suggest the fair gets too commercialized. We have 70 different business at this time, who
agreed to be sponsors. Amoco has sponsored judges and superintendents, show cases, and a
special picnic for the Ag teachers and county agents. It all goes towards 4-H and FFA, and
improvements at the fuir grounds, In exchange for that they get a gign on all of the tags the
young folks have their names on all the exhibits. Everyone who gives something wants theit
name somewhere,

Catly Allsager: (2330) Sophomore at (?) High School and a member of FFA Chapter. In the
years of FFA and 4-H Club, I have shown different species of livestock, and many different static
exhibits, Every year a group of these members anticipate the trip to the ND State Fair, We are

excited to show our projects and meet the new and old ftiends. We do not make a profit, and are

asking for higher premiums,
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Education and Environment Division
Bili/Resolution Number SB2009
Hearing Date March 19, 2001

Erica Rudolph; From (?) FFA Chapter. Ihave been a participant in the State fair for two years.
We learn many skills at the state fair. There are a lot of benefits that come with being involved in
the state fair, and to help one another learn, Thank you for the educational experience.

Tarand Hertsgaard: From the Kindred FFA Chapter. 1 am here to testify in favor of SB2009.
We have had to learn to get our animals ready for show. In my opinion, additional payments will
help show a profit for the FFA kids who are not able to sell their animals at a premium sale. It
doesn’t matter where you are from, we help one another all week long,

Stephanie Glason; From Kindred FFA Chapter Ambassador. All year long our chapter prepares
for the State Fair. I have had many projects through the years | have participated. We certainly
get hands on experience. We participate and cooperate with other FFA and 4-H members from
the State. After the fair there is a feeling of accomplishment.

Ken Anderson; From Kindred Chapter. The benefits of showing livestock are too numerable,
hot to mention the experience that will be useful the rest of my life, It helps us to learn and know
where our skills lie.

Ashley Vangsness: Kindred FFA Historian, I have participated in the fair for the past 7 years. It
has been a great learning experierne in participating as well as judging. Participating in the state
has allowed me to put my leadership skills to work.

Jason Snydam: From Garrison FFA Chapter President and active 4-H member. It takes a lot of
hard work to compete at the state fair, I have become the State Ambassador and gotten the
opportunity to help organize and run functions at the state fair, These skilts I have learned are
priceless. I ask you to continue your support in programs such as these.

Representative Wentz: You did a very fine job. We are impressed with all of you,

A short video is presented,




2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SB2009

House Appropriations Committce
Education and Environment Division

@ Conference Committee

Hearing Date March.29, 2001

Tape Number Side A Side B Meter #
1of | Starting at 2495 2,940

Committee Clerk Signature 9_4‘&4% @J/ﬁ%a M

Minutes:
Representatives Aarsvold, Boehm, Gulleson, Martinson, Monson, Wald, Wentz,
Representative Wentz: [ would like for us to act on the State Fair budget which is SB2009. |

have one amendment I am going to propose, amendment 18035.0201. [ would like to have part

of the Senate amount removed. They added money from the general fund to increase the amount

that is awarded for premium dollars, and also added some local match effort on the part of the

State Fair.
Representative Martinson: | make a motion to adopt amendment 08035.0201. Seconded by Rep
Boehm.

Representative Wentz: Those in fuvor say [, those oppose. The amendments pass with verbal

vote. Any other amendments? Hearing none. Rep Martinson makes a motion fot a do pass as

;
¥
3

amended. Seconded by Rep Wald, Any discussion? Vote taken, 6 yes, 0 no, 1 absent, Rep
‘. \ Boehm to carry to the floor, Thank you, the meeting is adjourned.

,ﬁ
I
I




2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SB 2009
House Appropriations Committee
Q Conference Committee

Hearing Date April 3, 2001

Tape Number Side A Meter #
04-03-01 tape #1 500 - 1002

L// /

Committee Clerk Signature m&l 'M

Minutes:

The commiittee was called to order, and opened committee wotk on SB 2009,

Rep. Wentz: Explains the amendment 18035.0201. Also explains the bill as it came over

from the Senate. Moves to adopt the amendment. Seconded by Rep. Aarsvold.
Voice vote adopts the amendment.
Rep. Wentz: Moves DO PASS AS AMENDED. Seconded by Rep. Boehm,
Vote on Do Pass as Amended : 18 yes, 3 no, 0 absent and not voting,

Rep. Boehm is assigned to carty this bill to the floor.




~ 18035.0201 Prepared by the Legislative Council stef? for
Title. House Appropriat’ons - Education and

Fiscal No. 1 Environment
March 29, 2001

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2009

Page 1, line 10, replace "400.00Q" with "385,000"
Page 1, line 11, replace "610,000" with "595,000"
Page 1, line 12, replace "35,000" with *20,000"

Renumber accordingly
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT:

Senate Bill No. 2009 - State Fair Association « House Action

EXECUTIVE SENATE HOUSE
BUDGEY

HOUSE
VERSION CHANGES VERSION
© $210,000
985,000

Caphal improvements 10,000 10,
Premiums ‘imm ‘399,&9 ($15.000)

Total all funde $570,000 $410,000 ($16,000) $595,000

Less estimated income 20,900 35,000 {15,000} 20,000
General fund $550,000 $576,000 $0 $578,000
FTE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Dept. 688 - State Fair Assoclation - Detall of House Changes
DECREASE TOTAL

FUNOING FOR HOUSE
PREMIUMS 1 CHANGES

1$15,000) (§15.000)
($15,000) ($16,000)
(12.000)

$0

o‘m

Thie arr;~dment removes the additonal $15,000 ‘crdﬂ funds nggofopmuon for premiums added by the Senate and theretore reduces the amount
of spacial funds spproptisted (o premiums from $35,000 10 $20,000. The funding provided for premiums from the general fund of $384,000

18038.0201




Date; 77t ed o &
Roll Call Vote #:

2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES
BILL/RESOLUTION N. ;" ropriations Education and Enviroment Division

House Committee

LY Subcecmmittee on /6 4200? _
or

: Conference Committee

Legislative Council Amendment Number

Z fIrer i & Aty
Action Taken " iy, &v-eo%
Motion Made By &n GAK « Seconded
fep <8y Koo Boehpor.

Representatives | Yes | No Representatives Yes | No
Rep. Janet Wentz ~Chairmzi
Rep. James Boehm - Vize
Chairman
Rep. Ole Aarsvold
Rep, Pam Gulieson
Rep. Bob Martinson
Rep. David Monson
Rep. Francis J. Wald

Total  (Yes) No

Absent

Floor Assignment

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:




Date: 777 @ ek 2 2
Roll Call Vote #: 53—

2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. Appropriations Education and Enviroment Division

House Committee

ml;zmmeoon j/ﬁ 2090 2

or
D Conference Committee

Legislative Council Amendment Number

Action Taken /% ,ﬂm s é‘xﬂ. oé./
Motion Made By z ) . g;conded K M“ ( /

7

Represeatstives Yes | No Representatives Yes | No
Rep. Janet Wentz -Chai
Rep. James Boehm - Vice <
Chairman

Rep. Ole Aarsvold
Rep. Pam Gulleson
Rep. David Monson
Rep. Francis J. Wald




Date: %-5’”0/

RollCall Voto#: /'

2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES
BILL/RESOLUTIONNO. <& _7n©)

House _APPROPRIATIONS Committee

D Subcommittee on
or
I:] Conference Committee

[ §0%. 020/

Legislative Council Amendment Number
Action Taken M p* A 0// 206t /6

Motion Made By @ . ww-é ’S;;'conded -40 | /%/ﬁ/) Y M C/

Representatives Yes | No Representatives Yes | No
Timm - Chairman
Wald - Vice Chairman

Rep - Aarsvold : -Rep - Koppelman
Rep - Boehm Rep - Martinson
Rep - Byerly Rep - Monson
Rep - Carlisle y | Rep - Skarphol
Rep - Delzer +__| Rep - Svedjan
Rep - Glassheim Rep - Thoreson
Rep - Gulleson \j\) Rep - Wamner
\V

Rep - Huether Rep - Wentz
Rep - Kempenich

Floor Assignment
If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:
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Date: 4/' g'o/

Roll Call Voto #: (.

2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO, 5 é hYo's (i

House _APPROPRIATIONS Commiittee

D Subcommittee on
or
Conference Committee

Lagislative Council Amendment Number / Xéfz . 0 ZO /

Action Taken (& [%; /%/f (4 O/ 4 d '

Motion Made By éz : , ) ’f)%i Seconded é/) éﬁ M _
By e
v

Representatives Yes | No Representatives Yes | No
Timm - Chairman vl
Wald - Vice Chairman '
Rep - Aarsvold | Rep - Koppelman '-7L
Rep - Boehm / | Rep - Martinson v
Rep - Byerly . " | Rep - Monson v
Rep - Carlisle Rep - Skarphol
Rep - Delzer : Rep - Svedjan :
Rep - Glassheim Rep - Thoreson !
Rep - Gulleson v’ Rep - Wamer
Rep - Huether 1 Rep - Wentz
Rep - Kempenich
Rep - Kerzman
- Kliniske
—
Total  (Yes) / X No ) S

Absent | o J
Floor Assignment & 62 - (m \/VVV\ '

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:
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Prepared by the North Dakota L egislative Council

staff for Senate Appropriations
Jonuary 8, 2001
"Jopartment 685 - State Fair Association
anate Bl No. 2009
FTE Positions General Fund Other Funds Total

2001-03 Executive Budget $650,000 $20,000 $570,000
1990-2001 Legisiative Appropriations 550,000 20,000 570,000
increase (Decrease) 0.00 —0 $0 $0

Major items Atfecting State Fair Association 2001-03 Budget

General Fund Other Funds Total
1. Funding is provided at the same level as the 1999-2001 blennium,
which includes $350,000 for premiums and $210,000 for a portion of
the payments on Siste Fair deit.

Major Legisiation Affecting the State Fair Assoclation
Al this time, no major legisiation has been Introduced affecting this agency.

et

~ S T e




Prapared by the North Dakota Laqgstistive Council
staff for Senate Appropriations
Januaty 18, 2001

‘:mnmom €65 - State Fair Associution
nate Bill No. 2009

FTE Positions General Fund Other Funds Total
2001-03 Schafer Executive Budget $550,000 $20,000 $570,000
1098-2001 Legislative Appropriations _ 550,000 20000 _ 570,000
Increase (Decreare) 0.00 $0 $0 $0
Sy —— -
2001-03 Hoeven Executive Budget , $550,000 $20,000 $570,000
Hoeven Increase (Docréau') to Schafer 000 $0 $0 $0

, Malor Schafer Rooommcndatiom Aﬂocﬂng State Fair Association 2001-03 Budget

General Fund Other Funds Total

1. Funding Is providod at the same level as the 1990-2001 Nonnlum
which includes 8360.000 for premiums and 3210 000 fora portlon of
the payments on sm Fair debt.

Major Hoovon Recommendations Amoting Smo Fair Association 2001-03 Budget
Compond to the Bill as lntfoduccd {Schafer Budget)

Gcmnl Fund Other Funds Total

"+ 1, The Hoeven budget rocommendaﬂon does not change the Schafor
. executive budget reoommndatlon for this agency.

. Major Lleolatlon Aﬁccﬂng tho State Fair Association
At this time, no major legislation has been introduced affecting this agency.




TN A A e T

ST ST

NORTH DAKOTA STATE FAIR

OVERVIEW
&
2000 STATE FAIR

PREPARED BY
JERRY IVERSON
'MANAGER

JANUARY 1, 2001




e SIS

A
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.
H.

TABLE OF CONTENTS

OVERVIEW & 2000 STATE FAIR

NEWS RELEASE

FAIRGOERS COMMENTS ..o 6-9
NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS

INCOME HISTORY - FAIR

EXPENSE HISTORY - FAIR

ALL SEASONS ARENA INCOME/EXPENSE HISTORY

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT SOURCE

MONEY PAID TO STATE GOVERNMENT

GOALS OF STATE FAIR/SERVICE PROVIDED ................

MASTER PLAN




2000 North Dakota State Fair
July 21 - 29 page 1

“The 2000 North Dakota State Fair in Minot was the best ever
produced,” manager Jerry Iverson said.

He listed increased a jam-packed nine-day schedule of big name
concerts and free-stage attractions, increased exhibit numbers, vast
improvements on the Fairgrounds, and, according to judges in many areas,
wonderful quality livestock, horses, fine arts and more.

Attendance of 206,584, just 2% fewer visitors than the 1999 State
Fair, was the only disappointment, Iverson said but he is still proud of a
unique state showcase that blends the carnival and concert aspects with a
family-oriented, country feeling of cows and cowboys, car races and animal
acts.

The extravaganza July 21 - 29 had a stellar stage line-up from
Christina Aguilera and Clint Black to a zany wheel event new to Minot, a
Road Hog race in which one driver steers a modified car and the other runs
the brakes,

The 600 commercial spaces were full, free stages drew happy crowds,
and the manicured grounds showed plenty of new additions and
improvements.

Adult Fair-goers could pay $6 a day or buy a $20 season pass, $13 for
juniors or $4 for 4-H and FFA members. There also were daily discounts,
Children 7 to 12 paid $1.50 with free admission for those under 6. Auto and
RV parking was free in our East Lot.

A 7-show State Fair pass for $30 or $35 for reserved seating included
Dwight Yoakam (4,700 attended), Kenny Chesney (4,900), Cart Races
(650), Enduro Auto Race (3,400), Classic Car Show & Concert (2,850)
Clint Black (5,025) and Sammy Kershaw (4,950).

Single ticket events included a Christina Aguilera concert (11,600),
Demolition Derby (1,250), Monster Trucks (2,150), Bull-a-Rama (2,072), 2
nights of rodeo(2,700) and Party in the Dirt with Montgomery Gentry
(1,950).

~ Free to fairgoers, the annual Horse Pull had the arena full with the
“Kids Showdeo” also bringing in spectators. New to the fair was the Miss
Rodeo North Dakota State Fair pageant. Kami Lee Fladeland was crowned
on Saturday, July 22 and will reign for one year with this title. The Pee-Wee
livestock show was also a favorite at the 2000 Fair.

An Alternative Livestock Barn called “Moos, Ewes, & More” drew
kids of all ages to see a sow with nine piglets and baby calves to bottle feed

‘as well as more exotic creatures like fainting goats and emu chicks.

Obedience dog demonstrations were another favorite in the barn from
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Ambush Training Kennels,
The North Dakota State Fair spent $580,000 for paid ticketed

entertainment and more than $160,000 for free attractions around the
fairgrounds. Bob Romeo of Omaha, Nebraska, booked the concerts.

Three prominent changes in the grounds changed the complexion of
the Fair. Addition of the 40,000-square foot Magic Place to the State Fair
Center was home to cooking, needlework, horticulture and many other
exhibits. That opened the former Cultural Building to allow the 4-H to
spread out.

The FFA also had more space to show off excellent exhibits, both in
the FFA Hall and in the State Fair Center lobbies and halls, where larger
displays drew appreciative visitors.

It was not surprising that youth entries were up again, 12,000 some
for 4-H and 14,000 for FFA. The youth and their leaders especially enjoyed
a more spacious exhibit area with the two organizations dividing the former
State Fair office space.

The Fair office moved upstairs into their new office addition. This
area is more pleasant with an atrium overlooking the main lobby also
hosting a bar, concession area, umbrella-topped tables and several
bathrooms.

Horticultural exhibits, attractively displayed, added a quiet zone to
the busy State Fair Center. Benches in this area, and those plentifully
scattered across the Fairgrounds, offered resting places.

The former Pavilion building was razed and replaced with the State
Fair Park. Old trees and more benches mingled there with a giant sand box,
a flower display, paved walkways, children’s rides, plots of eight North
Dakota farm crops and a free stage area.

An exciting new change transformed the former site of 4H exhibits to
“Seeds of Change,” a hands-on museum with scientific and artistic projects
for children of all ages.

There were other changes such as making the old 4H barn into an air-
conditioned bunny barn, home to hundreds of rabbits. Traffic
configurations aiso changed to improve safety and traffic flow for shuttle
buses. On the independent midway, food booths were beautified; even
hand-washing stations were added and the 45 umbrella topped picnic tables
made it a pleasant place to pause.
| The free stages, as always, were good draws. Stage 1, with a giant
- sandbox and twice-daily Easter Seals puppet programs, also hosted Murphy

 Brother’s Kiddie Carnival rides, the Show Me Safari Petting Zoo and the
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annual State Fair Clowns,

The Fantastic Convertibles claimed Stage 2 on July 21 - 25,
Hypnotist Sami Dare and Crowd Pleasers Karaoke took over this stage July
26 - 29. |

Stage 3 bleachers were packed every show for Rocket’s K9 Comets, a
Frisbee dog show. Stage 4 was a race track again for three shows a day by
Daryl’s Racing Pigs. Stage 5 hosted the Welde Family bear show with their
unusual family pets, brown bears.

The ever popular pond area near the center of the Fairgrounds is
home to the North Dakota Game and Fish Department’s Outdoor Skills and
Recreation Park and the Fur Trader's Rendezvous. The outdoor skills area,
in its 7th year, has a pond where Fair-goers can try catch and release fishing,.
The fur traders, who live and cook in their area all through the fair, bring
demonstrations of early-day knowledge. All of this makes up Stage 6.

At Stage 7 you could see an amazing sandcastle that took 35 tons of
sand and 7 days to complete. On July 28 & 29 the 3 on 3 Basketball
Tournament was underway in this area. This brought in die-hard basketball
players to the asphalt even in hot temperatures,

Finally at Stage 8, Alexander’s Mini Hitch returned with nine ponies
and participated daily in the parades and horse shows. Exotic Endangered
Cats, the Squalus Shark Show, and Kachunga and the Alligator Show were
all hits at Stage 8. State Fair goers were able to see all these exotic animals
in one place.

Coors Flickertail Gardens featured Tom Gibson as “Sam Ting” along
with “Starting Line-Up,” July 21-25. County Fair Talent Winners and “Big
Fun” took over the Flickertail July 26 - 29. The PUB had “Durango” and
“Whiskey Jack” splitting up the week and entertaining the crowds.

The State Fair Center Theater saw heavy use including a free
performance of “Nunsense” by Minot State University’s summer theater
group, professional boxing, and Senior Festival.

- TRAX+, a family fun center open year round, drew plenty of Fair
visitors to enjoy go-cart tracks and a miniature golf course.

Carnival receipts were up for the 36 Murphy Brothers Enterprise’s
rides, including two new thrillers from Italy introduced at Minot. There
were carnival discounts from the Minot Chamber of Commerce, Minot
Daily News, KMOT-TV, Pride of Dakota, Coca-Cola, KXMC-TV/ND, state
cooperatives and newspapers.

. Contests were commonplace at the Fair: the 5th annual Auctioneer’s
Contest benefited the State Fair Foundation and 35 clowns competed for the
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annual Clown Contest, The Country Band Showcase saw groups compete
for $1,000, while the Chili Cook-Off was taking place competing for a $600
first place prize. The Amateur Talent Contest was in its 5th year with 20
contestants competing for a $450 cash prize,

Athletes flocked to a 5K race, 1.5 mile race/walk, bench press, arm
wrestling competition, 3-0n-3 basketball tournament, and a Kids Tractor
Pedal Pull which drew 72 kids alone.

The Horse events included team penning, roping, jackpot barrel
rackiing and 10 days of Horse Shows. Tennessee Walking Horses made
their debue at this years State Fair. Open-class shows in beef, dairy, swine,
sheep, llamas, rabbits, and poultry brought crowds to comfortable, air-

conditioned arenas.
Static open-class contests went on for horticulture, food, needlework,

fine arts and crafts, photography, writing contests and education, Total
competitive exhibit numbers exceeded 40,000, Special exhibits of “Parade”
Magazine photography and a Smithsonian Museum “Prairie School” exhibit
brought people to Magic Place. There were sewing and quilting

demonstrations, as well.
Special promotions in the festival tent include the KMOT/Pride of

Dakota festival showing off North Dakota-based products and services. The
Parenting Day Festival was filled with fun, educational and parent-child
activities, The KX Co-op festival started with a free breakfast before its
10am opening to feature state cooperatives.

Thursday’s Senior Festival 2000 offered half-price admission to those
60 - and - over until 2 PM. Fr:tival entertainment, topped off with Land O’
Lakes ice cream social, included The Korsliens, Prairie Gospel quartet,
Fantasy Fiddlers, Lena & Freda, and the Mouse River Players,

Other special promotions included Farm & Ranch Guide’s Country
Woman of the Year banquet on July 28 and 2-for-1 day when the purchase
of a Coke product meant two persons get in for the price of one. 2-for-1
deals were going on throughout the fairgrounds which meant great savings
for fairgoers.

The North Dakota State Fair received over $220,000 in cash
sponsorships and nearly $120,000 in trade-out sponsorship annually.

Amoco Oil generously sponsored FFA and 4-H activities plus
leadership scholarship funding. Other key sponsors are Trinity Health,
Coors Light, Coca-Cola, Keystone Light, Holiday Inn, Bremer Bank, SRT,
Dodge, Morelli’s Distributing, Trinity Regional Eyecare Williams Center,
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~ Feeds, Inc. and Sun Praire Grain,

- Even with fewer fairgoers, Fair officials still concluded, “It’s the best
Fair we have ever produced in years since it became North Dakota’s official
showcase.” The fireworks at midnight July 29 were a celebration of
success.




FATRGOERS COMMENTS
“Loved the acapella singing group, the rodeo was great, pasta idea was super{”
Karen Hook - Halliday, ND

“Stayed in motorhome for all 10 days. Excellent entertainment|”
Richard B. Newfeld - Winnipeg, MB

“Best fair ever! The sandcastle, lion and tiger show, kiddyland, lots of benches, senior day,
RY parking in east parking lot. The entertainment is good and interests the “young”
caowd.” . ,

Irma Ann Solberg - Ray, ND

“T am very proud of our State Fair. It’s all like one big family helping each other. ND
proud.” .

Dorothy Corpron - Stanley, ND

“The exhibits are the most enjoyable part of the Fair for me. They are displayed
beautifully.”

Beverly Loreaz - Minot, ND

“A, grest opportunity for the children to strive for excellence and be rewarded.”
Evelyn Holland - Minot, ND

“No complaints at all. We are really pleased. There is no place we can go to see that many
concerts for 30 bucks.”
Bill Rennick - Milestone, Saskatchewan

“It has been great this year.”
Dina Butcher - Bismarck, ND

“Egjoyed the Pride of Dakota dsy.”
Sendra Holweger - Arvilla, ND

“Had a blast!”
Paulletts Schmidt - Dickineon, ND

“Yhe North Dakota State Fsir was great agsinl”
Lance Van Berkom - Minot, ND

“Nics fiir. Nice parade. Good entertainment.”
Mrs. Pat Nolts - Pembing, ND




“Liked the two commercial buildings and extra stages of country and rock-a-rol. Nice
clean surroundings and fiiendly people.
Diane Boit - Mandan, ND

“We think you do a great jobl”
Ortis & Irene Halvorson - Minot, ND

“We've been coming for 5 years and enjoy every year.”
Louise Vandekamp - Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

“Bands for rides are a great idea! Fun|”
Bobbie Gleason - Tolna, ND

“Very good. Good food. Commcrdalbtﬁldingsm@od.”
~ Beverly Olson - Sherwood, ND

“Wonderfill Driving up each day for the concert pass. Six people!”
Margaret Sitte - Bismarck, ND

“The biggest thing i1 Mioot! Keep it upl”
Kayla Budler - Minot, ND

“]1 like the free parking lot!”

Jodi Turner - Minot, ND

“We enjoyed all the entertainment on the free stages.”
Nancy Thomas » Williston, ND

“Our first time herel Food was great!”
Jonti Bixier - Minot AFB, ND

“Grei:tempenning.lnmmd#Hpuﬁdpaﬁon. Very family directed!”
Nelsca Taylor - Karval, CO

“Really bad & nice time. Egjoyed the museums.”
Tressy Halnle - Tioga, ND

“Exjoyed the Horse Pull. Was Great!”
mmm-mm

“Thaoks for the fres parking! Had & good day!”
Linds Barreth - Goodrich, ND

“Kids stuff’ was excellent. Fiddiers wers excellent!”
Linds Duumel - Madioa, ND |




“Great day, extertainment and organization.”
Nadeare & Jim Silbernagel - Bismarck, ND

“This year has been the best so far. I'll keep coming back.”
Jessica Fitzgerald - Minot, ND

“Well organized and alot to see.”
Tonym-Mm.ND

“Very nice senior entertainment. Everybody very nice to us.”
Hilda Isaak - Hazen, ND

“Montanadisplaywasdr&‘mntandmtwtmg.Ropeguywas cool”

- Jeff Robison - Canby, OR

“It’s a great fair{ A job weil donel”
K. Keys - Minot, ND

“Excellent exhibits and hospitality.”
Page & Ardith Fenton - Middletown Sprmgs,UT

“We enjoyed ourseives, There’s something for everyone.”

Pat Henderson - Carievale, Saskatchewan

“We were hers four straight days. Great timel! Pleased at number of restrooms.”
Jan Lerbakken - Beatty, NV

“Vuygoodllmpressedhowthegarbagacanswmbeingspmyedandkeptclm”
Gary McLaughlin « Lankin, ND

“Excellent fair, one of the best we have sver seen, The children’s section was super!”
Mry. Mary Paselk - Minot AFB, ND

“The fxir is fun and I egjoy it every year.”
"Tressa Miller - Bismarck, ND

“Clean, love the benches along the KX/KMOT row.”
Churyl Hagar - Minot, ND ~

“Enjoyed alternative sninals exhibits.”
Maria Niemitalo - New Town, ND

m.hrmmm:mw,mmmmm
Kares Xlimpel - Minot, ND



“Excellent job for kids programs. Getting better every year.”
Jack Schiosser - Bismarck, ND

“Great fairl We'll be back next year!”
Luanne Lee - Fargo, ND
"I'hekidstmtwitﬁactx‘viﬁawasgrm”
Niki Roed - Minot, ND

“Enjoyed every minute.”
Marge Royer - White Earth, ND

“Just a fun day to look around especaany quilting demo.”
Rhonda Danief - Ray, ND

“Gooddisootmts.EducaﬁonalvmaﬁkeNASAandsharkexm‘bumgood”
Rick Stevens - Minot, ND

“The grounds are very beautifid.”
Candace Beckman - Minot, ND

“Coming for 10 to 12 years, Excellent organization.”
Vernon McLean - Estevan, Saskatchewan

“Been here every year since a child and nothing bad has ever happened. Good Security.”
Virginia Tandeski - Devils Lake, ND ‘

“Goodtimehadbyall. I thought the fair was kept clean. Employees were clean.”
Julie Ebert - Minot, ND

“Gets better every year. Keep up the good work, enjoyed itl”
Clarence Voigt - Bismarck, ND

“We had a fin time and the bands were great. I can’t wait for next year”
Peany Morin ~ Dunseith, ND
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By James Zoltak
The New Mexico State legislature
has falled to pass measures
that would have pumped over
$15 million in the New Mexico
State Fair in Albuquerque, while
imposing state oversight on
the event's spending, but lawmak-
ers voted nonetheless to infect the
Kft:r with an {nfusion of $8.2 mil-
n
t  That was good news for new fair
General Mznalg:r Rick Murray,
wha ok over the post Jan. 2 from
intertm manager John Garcia, the
secretary of the state Department
of Tourism, who hid been filling
the post since the departure last
year of former manager Dennis
Campbell. Campbell had replaced
gxg‘-ﬁm [air mansger Sam Han-

“The final tally was $8.2 million,
We didn't get any more money
than that, but we are extremely ex-
cited about the prespect of getting

. those dollars,” ke said, “It

| (the legislature is) going tm

| special session some time in April

\ ot May, when we will inost likely
receive atiother $2 million to 4
million.”

Roughly $6 million of the
allocated funds will go toward
{mprovements and modernization

::id. Tingley Coliseum, Murray

While more money, especially
Swmnhudmm&bwebm
undwgafydwndzhtlncumds
8 result of dwindling horse
revenue, woull have been
Murray said that as & he
. fsn't terribly dissppointed that
spexding control at the fair will not
be turned over to the state De.
mamum

“We still remssin an
m-muuu.“m
ston of money would have beea

N.M. Legislature Purnps
{$8.2 Mil Into State Fair

welcomed to pay down our debt,
but I'm not too upset about not
giving up control. The $1.5 mil-
lion would have come with saong
striiigs attached.”

He said the $1.5 million
autlay and DFA oversight lssue
could be revisited at the spectal

e are very fortunate at
this point,” M said. "We re-
cetved more capitz] outlay money
from the state of New Mexico than
any other agency in the entive state.
Being thet is was the first time out
of the blocks for us to ever request
any montey, we feel remendously
sucmsful.;id e ,

Murza was gratified at
the degrze of interest among law-
makers in making sure the state
(air remains viable.

“There was trl::::t alot of m 31'
argument on the merits o g
ing these dollars for capital im-

on the grounds, so my
K:baﬂ'tomof:helegishmrs."
he said,

A big benefit to fair veudors to
have the state {air retain controi of
its spending will be the mainte-
nance of its current 30- 20 45-day
accounts payable period. With
DFA oversight, it could have
stretchied to 60 or even 75 days,
Murray said.

Murray, 38, comes to the New
Mexico Seate Fair sfter four years
as a lobbyist and director of
community relations for the
Albuquerque Public Schools.
Prior to that, he spent five years
C N ] n news
at local ABC and CBS .
Belore getting into television,
he ownad & small ad agency and
production com for seven
yesrs. Murrsy usted s &
communications major from
Esstern New Mexico University in
Portales.0
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Think spﬁng: Ag Expo helps farmers plan for future

Minot's All Seasons Arena is As KMOT General Manager
buzzing. It all began Thursday and Collesn Anderson said:
it continues through Saturday. The ‘“Agriculture is the backbons of the
fastivities include the latest economy in this part of the state.
machinery, technologies and evenn  Events like ¢ : 2 expo show it.”
livestock competitions. Welcome to Minot. We hope you
For the 26th year, the KMOT |  enjoy the show and the Magic

- North Dakota A? Expo s playing  City’s hospitality;
0

host to sco le duringa .
yr{f: at Kﬁ"é’;som 84 _ Stats Falr deservss heip

Arena, The North Dakota State Fair got

The event is one of the premiere a warm reception at the

ag shows in the upper Midwest. Legislature this week when State

sign up on a long Fair General Managar Jexry Ivarson

' list, hoping to gain some  asked that $119,864 be added to -

0 show off thelr stuff. This  the fair’s 1997-99 bucget.

- 8p
gzlar. about 300 booaths will be The money would go toward

ed by exhibitors. \ contest dgrizes and to help pay for
The show drew more than livestock projects for children.

30,000 people to the Magic City The State Fair benefits not just
last year. | Minot and Ward County, but the

entire state, And these kinds of .
projects directed toward the state's
children are definitely positive.

As Sen. Rollie Redlin, D-Minot,
said: “This is an extremely worthy |
organization that helps children. -
With all the pressures on children
to do things that are less .
worthwhile, we must support
projects that give them an
alternative.”

The State Fair usually has to
gcratch and claw to get state {
funding, even though it's a state |
event, :

|
f

It's our hope that the Senate
Appropriations Committee will
carry {ts warm reception farther,
and the fair will get the additional
money.

- ansdnitpnn®
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Vallay News & Views

Drayten

Legislative

repori

* Senator Harvey Tallackson, Distict 16

 1t's fall weather and football
veather too. We need rain and yet
~e don't, because of crops left to
narvest. Last week | was on a
sudget tour of facilities (State) in
Lake, Bottineau, Minotand
.he Peace Garden, Scenery is
Jeautiful as we haven’thad a frost.
Crops are much later in the North
Zentral area of North Dakota. Lots
s>f combining left to do.
I the com-

was
munities we visited, com-
m are wholeheartedly
b cially and physically
y
(volunteers). Fo):' imm?m. at the
Bottineau College, local funds

have besnt committed to the cam- '

than 3200.0%?‘ and o:fly 3&1:;
mb a3
million dollar budget. The fair as-
sociation and the local be furs
nish the balance. ¥

contributor to the Lake Region
College and Deaf School.

It seems these communities
have a common desire to assist
their institutions to the fullest.
%mﬁcp&n‘;mw
m -
ing their buildings and grounds
and their mission.

The communities that will sur-
vive are the ones with nearly 100%
cooperation and financial
from their residents and busi-
nesses.

Lots of events coming up. The
lutefisk dinner at the Park River
Bible Camp and man church
suppers. [ plantoa as many
events as possible. It's a great time
of \

mbIdmeﬂupMday
that "there’s a county fair and a
%Mhtmﬂﬂghﬁir
fn life.” :

Plany are being completed: for
the dedication ¢f the Veterans
Outreach Clinic at the Grafton
Developidentai = *'er,
1ith at il .. = e will be
honored with the wice of the

us. of Veterar. Affairs,
Secretary g

: ﬁté:a_t&oney appropria

-
ND NEWSPAPERS
CLIPPING SERVICE
1435 Interstats Locp
Bismarck, ND 52501
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Tt;a Fc:n;m“
Fargo
| Fair prize appropriation

'should be restored
' It’s unfortunate that our North Dakota State Fair's

prize and awards a tion tha .
g:subzngoodudmd%’m’ s il o fncen

cut, The state appropriated mthe!r fam{tiha
¢

winners, who show over 33,000 entries lzt“::r gm:

Fair, and they benefit wﬁyane. Over 30 percent of the

e e e

a o the adults who

compete M{mw the ples from which these

young pecple learn,
Thae State Fair provides the “state championships” for

* the winners of 25 county fairs, Without goad prizes
' and proper motivation at the fair, our local fairy will
' see a decyease in participation and our iids will be lass
, likaly to be involved in the hundreds of great family
| dctivities they host,

Let's urge our local legislators to support the State
Fair and to reco what these competitions mean to

, North Daketa kids and their families. It would take a 20

mndoifignmemamrduusttambukmthe 1961
ev

An investment in worthwhile family actions will pay
greater dividends the money we have to intvest (n

" correctional institutions, for those who failed to find

the proper motivation.
Connie Hanson

Fresident
North Celota Association of Fairy
' Devile Lake, N.O.




Premiums
necessary for
_transportion
of projects

' By KATIE VOLK
Pross Staft Writer

FFA members repeat “eaming to
live" in their motto, and 4-H mem-
bers pledge time and tajents to the
comumnuaity in their motto. .

What does the states give back?

Gov. Ed Schafer has proposed a

urm money
for projects the studeats enter at the
North Dakota State Falr. .

Sines 1992, the logislators have
cut premiums,' cash awards for
winning projects, The students use
the money to help with transporta-
tion costs, project materials, and
the monoy serves as a strong lncen-
tive for youth -te compiete their

jects, 4-H leaders said.

I{ the state Legislature continues
to cut premiums, Stats FFA Advi-

sor Jool Junko said e number of

.cxhibiuuthohireouldw-

pi
| FHHEG

oy’

1l

(41

“Where does the
stats placs its
commitment In
“supporting young
people in
agriculm;g?"
~ ‘State A Aj&mvégu"

agent, is also concstned.

“For some youag people, finan-
cial recognition is what some strive
for to meot their goals,” she said,
“When you work with kids, you
have a differeat way of recognizing
them, otherwise you lose them.”

Of the 325 Stark and Billings
County 4-Hers, gbout 40 percent
:ir;!.cipale in the state fair, Gerbiy

The state 4-H and FFA
cach submit sbout 10,000 projects
anaually, but the participation has

* gradually declined since the first

premium cut in 1992, Janks said.

‘The state falr provided the fair
exhibltor with $179,000 la prizes
in 1992, but the projected pre.

miyms for 199778 is projected at

$140,068.
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for my family. Even if we were com-

Sometimes when we

bining or if the weather was raining,
ald pictures and slides of

we always managed (o take in.the

fair,
of showing at the fair, we

!

showed steers then sm now masried,
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MAJOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
Source of Revenue
(also includes State and Local support of facilities)

The ND State Fair was authorized by the 1965 State Legislature
with the 1st Fair held July 17-23 of 1968.

PROJECT STATE FUNDS LOCAL FUNDS FAIR FUNDS
4-H & FFA BARN $26,000
1/4 Mile Race Track $20,000
1971 Horse Bam $16,000 $36,000
1976 Caretakers House $27,000
All Seasons Arena $600,000 $1,700,000
1978 FFA Building $260,000
Horse Bam & Stalls $200,000
Paving & Lighting $94,000 $200,000
Interest $28,713
1877 New Shop $11,000
Kiddies Bam $8,000
Interest $29,423
1978 Warehouse $1,700 $3,000
Expo Bam & Stalls & Wash $600,000
Traller Park $40,000
Sewer/Water/Electric System $60,000
3/8 Mile Race Track $30,000 $25,000
, Security Fencling $75,000
. Toilets $27,000
Interest $23,779
1979 Grandstand Seats $35,000
Jaycees Building $60,000
New Sidewalks $8,000
Interest $16,658
1980 Avenue of Flags $2,500 $2,500
Crops & Gardens Bldg $70,000
Parking Lot - Land $95,000
Interest $13,976
1981 Fencing $6,913
Paving Around Bams $60,170
Front Sign $5,980
Sewer & Water Drains on Ind. Midway $4,125
Parking Barriers & Signs $3,160
Expanding Qutdoor Horse Arena $1,000
| Interest $12,624
1982 Expanding Outdoor Horse Arena $1,000
Landscape Machinery Area South of Com. Bidg. $3,000
New Aluminum Seats for Grandstand Bleachers $40,000
New Stalls for Goats & Sheep $7,500
New Parking Lot Sign $6,250
Fencing East Lot $4,000 5
‘New Stage $49,000
18t Phase of Electrical ' $6,440
‘Renovation $110,600

.2




CONTINUED MAJOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
(also Includes State and Local support of facllities)
PROJECT STATE FUNDS

Steel Post & Chain Fences Around Grounds

Concrete Benches

Beer Garden Addition

Electrical Service for Oil Show

Construction Parking Lot N of Grounds

Stage

Pave Shuttle Bus Route

Interest

Stage Cover

Electrical $39,400

Comfort Station

Signage

Sheriff's Office

Landscaping

Livestock Pens

Interest

Parking Lot Landscaping

Trees & Shrubs

Signage

Grandstand Gates & Entries

Ticket Office Addition

Pave Front of Grandstand

Curbs

in-field Transformer

Spotlight Stand

Commercial Bullding Il

Comfort Station Architect

Landscaping at Stage I, Remove Road

Interest :

All Seasons Arena Companion Structure
& Office under contract with interest
payments pledged as of 1/8/86

Landscape around Pond

Paving Front Grandstand

Remodel Picnic Area

Signage

Trees

Waterline

Beer Gardens

Interest

Paving West Arena

Sewer Improvement

Paving

Beer Gardens Heating

Beer Gardens Fencing

LOCAL FUNDS

$850
$6,600

$1,486,418

$25,950
$45,000
$166,181

FAIR FUNDS

$10,038

$8,868
$1,400
$7,300
$48,668
$2,004
$11,847
$16,800
$38,614
$73,022
$6,662
$1,029
$1,004
$3,816
$10,007
$23,862
$1,989
$8,666
$2,710
$4,194
$8,800
$2,970
$2,700
$760
$473,324
$960
$6,877
$18,601

$433,658
$590
$5,325
$4,459
$764
$1,080
$8,678
$263,633
$44,338
$22,961
$1,908
$13,775
$24,611
$1,142




CONTINUED MAJOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
(also includes State and Local support of facllities)

PROJECT STATE FUNDS LOCAL FUNDS FAIR FUNDS
Concessions Area Arena |l $21,210
Land $70,000
Arches $8,733
East Parking Lot Paving $420
Trees $320
Interest $88,234 $70,423
1987 Arches $36,000 $23,673
Paving by Arch $9,845 $8,600
Dairy Bam Lighting $1,041
Morton Shop $9,367
Stage |l $4,800
interest $78,162 $120,339
1688 Cultural Concessions Area $8,067
Cultural Building
Theater/Conference Room/
Kitchen/Equipment/Restrooms $1,604,660 $1,377,706
Parking Lot
Gym Dandy's Center $70,000 $330,000
Dressing Room $7,920
Backstage Bathroom $1,884
Free Stage $1,000
Pedestrian Control $3,937
. Restaurant | $60,119
| Honeywell Air Cleaners $1,826
Interest $65,595 $86,831
1989 Camival Bathroom $14,605
Commoercial |1I/Sidewalk $8,424
Gate Change/Shuttie Route $10,056
Dressing Rooms $2,701
Pepsi Yate $15,000 $1,669
Restaurant il $106,045
Visibility Barrier Fence $3,135
Interest $201,027 $73,975 $71,647
1980 Camping $5,176
Comm ll/Heating & Alr $139,659
Comm |l Restaurant $86,706
Horse Bam $3,000
Beer Gardens/Concrete $443
Shuttle Route $1,849
. Coffee Room $495
Interest $210,000 $72,821 $37,093
: 1991 Camping/Elec/Sewer $7,200 $10,G00
: Comm |I/Heat, Air, Lights $5,727
G Horse Bam |l/Liner $1,312
| Cultural Bidg/Arbitration $13,834
i Ticket Booths $3,179
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CONTINUED MAJOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
| (aiso includes State and Local support of fucllities)
PROJECT STATE FUNDS  LOCAL FUNDS

FAIR FUNDS

Ticket Office/Electric
Handicap Access/Grandstand
Land

Surface Drainage/Culverts
Arena | Retrofit

interest

Expo Bam Concrete
Fence

Ticket Booths
interest

Horse Bam Concrete
City/Arena Maintenance Repairs
Interest

West Lot

Bam Moving

Grandstand Restrooms
County/Building & Grounds Repalr
City/Arena Maintenance Repairs
interest

West Lot

Moving Reader Board Sign
Eastlot |
City/Arena Maintenance Repairs
County/Building & Grounds Repair
Interest/Debt Service

Midway Transformer

Midway Parking

Stage Roof

Street Lights

City/Arena Maintenance Repairs
County/Building & Grounds Repair
interest =

$149,876

$210,000

$30,000

$210,000

$370,000

$27,330

$74,116
$30,000
$11,440

$225,646
$119,360

$57,624
$80,000

$20,000
$80,000
$67,818

$80,000
$69,849

$5456
$3,607
$8,000
$1,400

$269,758

$8,203
$3,810
$111,748

$17,874

$27,626
$40,407

$303,850

$19,660
$7,360
$91,261

$186,333

$1,000
$24,709
$119,233
$5,500

$179,319
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CONTINUED MAJOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
(also Includes State and Local support of faciiities)

STATE FUNDS  LOCAL FUNDS FAIR FUNDS

PROJECT

East Parking Lot

Flickertall Concrete

Pond Fountain

Sprinkler System

City/Arena Maintenance Repairs
County/Building & Grounds Repalr
Interest

Flat Track - Drag Strip
County/Bullding & Grounds Repair
City/Arena Maintenance Repair
Arena | Restrooms

Pond Fountain

Grounds Keeper's Garage
Grounds Keeper's House

Interest

Expansion

New Asphalt

Fence Relocation North of Fair
North Road Relocation

Pavilion Project

Electrical for Machinery Row
West Lot Camping Improvements
East Lot Fence Remove/Replace
Industrial L.ot Gravel

Gate Repalr/install Barrier
City/Arena Maintenance

County

City/Magic Place

Interest

City/Magic Place/Renovation

City '
Kiddle bam relocation/parking
Porter land

Porter land fencing

State Falr Park

Waest lot camping

County

Interest

9686 Misc. items Listed

TOTAL =

$80,000
$68,870
$210,000

$260,344
$86,678
$80,000

$241,881

$50,000

$51,000
$80,000
$91,606

$6,916,56"
$210,000

$1,4456,619
$67,566

$95,328

$3,288,027
26

$16,940,750

$26,876
$4,368
$2,324
$3,828

$171,886

$70,000
$6874
$11,008
$5,230
$166,602
$4,664

$112,049
$7,782
$12,600
$829
$15,487
$11,781
$410

$835

$156,184

$16,683
$6,000
$2,324
$33,090
$9,119

$129,123
$835,291

$8,263,191




MAJOR IMPROVEMENTS: Non-specified Improvements Include the purchase
of props, tables, chairs, display curtains, stock panels, tractors,

vehicles, and other equipment, the remodeling of the plumbing of 3 bathrooms
in the Arts & Crafts Building, the remodeling of the grandstand ticket

office, the addition of @ mens toilet in the Arts & Crafts Building, $8,000

worth of hand dryers, new staging, sodding of boulevards, replanting of

grass, remodeling of the beer gardens and 4-H building, ticket booths,
installation of new gates, fences, dividers, the demolition of two horse

barns, the old hog and sheep bam, two race bamns, an old log bam, two
houses and the old office. The construction of a show mobile stage, a new
underground drainage system, dredging of the pond, construction of a horse
arena, cattle tie outs, new parking lot roadway and lights, aluminum

benches, aluminum picnic tables, more portable bleachers, reroofing of dairy
barn, painting of domestic arts building, beef bam & dairy bamn, new

soffits on horse bam, miscellaneous fencing, remodeling pub's bar, diaper
stations, painting grandstand, In all over $836,291 worth of additional
significant changes and improvements.

***Major Improvements do not include general routine maintenance repairs,
the purchase of consumable supplies, or replacement of equipment

Footnote: A small portion of the Interest credited to the support of Fair
funding from 1976-1984 could possibly be credited to local funds.
Also the interest is Included each year, because the total of the project was entered when

it was bulilt.




MONEY PAID TO STATE GOVERNMENT
BY & PECAUSE OF STATE FAIR

2000 ESTIMATE REVENUE TO STATE
GOVERNMENT FOR 12 MONTHS
$1,300,000

Sales taxes collected by state tax department

Taxes paid by North Dakota businesses on sales made duriiig State Fair
estimated to be more than three times that of out of staters

State Incorne taxes paid on income earned at the Fair
Wages, salaries, professionais and businesses

Wholesale cigarette license and taxes

Gaming license as required by state law

Carnival gaming fees paid by Murphy Brothers

Vending machine licenses and permits

State Worker's comp. paid by Fair

State Worker's comp. paid by others because of Falr business

Taxes on beer paid to state by wholesalers

Use tax

State Beer License

County Beer License

Fees to Brand Inspector

Electrical, piumbing and health inspections

Foodstand Licenses

Gaming taxes -

Unemployment Insurance

Trucking permits

Sales taxes because of tourism to and through North Dakota
gas taxes, etc. (Minot est, $26M impact from Fair and other events
hosted by the State Fair)

State income taxes paid by those providing services to Fair businesses




GOALS OF STATE FAIR / SERVICES PROVIDED

Agency mission and goals-

To provide opportunitics for involvement, to provide incentive for 4-H, FFA &
others to advance and learn by doing, to be the showcase of North Dakota, to
present challenges and rewards, to promote North Dakota to utilize our assets to
an economic advantage, to cooperate in a ycar round promotion of 4-H, FFA,
agriculture and industrial enhancements, to generate revenues used to benefit
State Fair participants, Fair continues to provide a setting of positive enrichments
for families,

Services provided-

1,

Provide year round incentives for our young leaders of tomorrow -
4-H'ers, FFA'ers, school children and young open class exhibitors.

To provide something for everyone (in terms of interest and involvement),

To be the showplace of North Dakota and promote our traditions, our
quality of life, and our future,

The State Fair shall present challenges and rewards and shall select and
recognize our best.

To provide entertainment that will attract viewers for our exhibitors
(family orientated entertainment).

To promote our state.

To utilize our facilities for an economic advantage.
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STATE FAIR
SENATE BILL 2001

Chairman, Senator Nething and members of the North Dakota State Senate
Appropriations Committee, thank you for this opportunity to tell the North
Dakota State Fair story.

This packet includes two reports; the first is an overview and report on the
2000 Fair, the second report reviews our budget request and special needs.

I reviewed the 2001-2003 budget proposal as presented by Governor Ed
Schafer. It notes that it “approves the agency budget as submitted,” please
note that our agency was not allowed to submit an increase. The budget
recommendation provides for the $210,000 capital improvement loan
assistance and $340,000 for prizes from the general fund, The budget also
includes $20,000 from special funds, (Fair income) for prizes. The total
budget for our operation for 2001-2003 will approach $7.4 million. The
$550,000 general fund recommendation represents 7% of our operational

budget.

State Fair asks that you give favorable consideration to our request for
$400,000 for prizes from the States general fund for this next biennium and
that you continue the $210,000 appropriation that is tied to State Fair’s
capital improvement loan that was originally $4,570,000 (now paid down to
$2,345,000 as of 10-1-00)

Your review of State Fair capital improvement projects as listed for your
consideration would be greatly appreciated. Our deteriorating asphalt
becomes a greater priority each year,

Before I review the reports with you, I wish to note that the State Fair does
reach out for assistance from others. While admissions, fees, and rents
represent the majority of our income, we have received over $7 miilion for

2005 Burdick Expsessway East
PO. Box 1796
Minot, North Dakota 58702
Phone 704,857,7620
Fax 701.857.7622
email! ndsf @minot.com
Web site: minot,com/~ndsf




capital improvements from a 1% City of Minot sales tax during this past
biennium. Private businesses from across our State provided over $270,000
in sponsorships for the 2000 Fair, while the City of Minot provides a 1%
motel tax for the maintenance of the State Fair Center at nearly $100,000 per
year, In addition, the County of Ward provides the State Fair with $200,000
each year for maintenance and facility enhancements and the State Fair also.
receives $70,000 in promotions in exchange for grandstand ticket trade outs.

I believe that this $640,000 annual commitment to our Fair from non-state
sources tells a wonderful story. I do not believe that any Fair, anywhere,
receives that percent of their budget from the friends of their Fair.

: Mr. Chairman and members of the Senate Appropriations Committee, I wish
) to quickly review the Fair reports. Direct your attention to the exhibitors
hand books, and let our Fair Friends tell their story. If time permits, we do
have a State Fair 2000 video that I would like to show.




: ’ Payments made to the All Season's Arena

Sales Hotel/ Other
Tax Motel Sources
Tax
1990 160,000.00 26,000.00
1991 28,000.00 31,796.38

1992 32,000.00
1993 30,000.00
1994 80,000.00
1986 80,000.00
1998 80,000.00
1997 80,000.00
1998 80,000.00
1909 80,000.00
2000 87,117.10

730,00000 87,1710 57,795.36

Payments made to All Season's Arena Expansion

Sales
Tax

1808  2,966,005.84
1999  4,064,945.36
2000 1,010,478.61

8,020,619.81
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GENERAL OPERATIONS/OVERVIEW

State Fair continues to generate revenue for its day-to-day operations. As a service
agency, State Fair hosts the State Championships for 4-H, FFA, and other departments
with income from admissions and rents.

The North Dakota State Fair and the All Seasons Arena complex are finded through user
fees except for State appropriations for:

1. Awards/premiums for competitive exhibitors
2, The assistance on $3.2 million loan for capital imprsvement
($210,000/biennium)
3. Specially approved state capital improvement projects paid by the State of
North Dakota
A 1981 - $150,000 Electrical project
B. 1978 - $100,000 Sewer/electrical project
$500,000 Expo Barn
C. 1976 - $250,000 FF A Building
$500,000 All Season’s Arena

D. 1969 - $25,000 Barn

State Fair and the All Seasons Arena have a combined budget of about $3.7 million
annually,

STATE FAIR GENERAL FUND BUDGET REQUEST

LAST THIS PROPOSED FOR
iTEM BIENNIUM BIENNIUM NEXT YEAR

Premiums 320,000 340,000 400,000
Capital Improvement

Loan assistance 210,000 210,000 210,000
Asphalt Repair « 3rd year request ~ 350,000
Grandstand « Requested for 16 years - 6,000,000

Natural Resource
Center - Requested for 10 years - 530,000

IMMEDIATE GOAL

Secure premium and capital improvement bond assistance.

1.

2, To repair the Fair’s asphalt surface.

3. To keep the Fair’s Grandstand and Natural Resource Center on the list of
the State’s projects for when or if dollars are available.




2000 STATE FAIR
$3M INCOME

EXPENSES
INCOME

| S

B SuSwwor

B Fair iIncome 1D State Funds M Fair Service 11 Bidg. Bonds B8 Exhibits/Prizes

State Funds can only be used as designated for prizes and payments on our building loans. All other expenses are funded
through user fees. Over $1.1M are generated annually by state and local governments because of State Fair and other

events hosted by State Fair,

IMPROVEMENTS

. BUILDING & GROUNDS

1965-2000
Summary
$28M
Fair's income: net revenues &
$16.9M donated by individuals,
City of Minot, the County of Ward,
and Support OrPanizatlons
including work in progress.

M Fajir iIncome 11 State Funds

State Fair was founded in 1965




STATE FAIR BUDGET REQUEST FOR 2001-2003 BIENNIUM

. 1. Premium/Awards Request - $400,000

A
B.

State Fair cannot spend these dollars on any other project or program.

With 40,805 entries at State Fair we have a track record that shows that we
can expect an annual increase when awards are not reduced.

The selection of State champions and the paying of awards at State Fair is
an integral part of the 4-H and FFA programs. State Fair serves as a
motivator for excellence. The money expended on state winners need not
be apologized for, it’s only fitting that the leaders of today and tomorrow
who show at the State Fair be recognized. They shall provide the
continuing tax base for the special needs of others.

Awards Overview ~

The State’s premium/awards appropriation in 1976 was $5/entry and is to
date, with our increase in entries, $4.17/entry.

Unfortunately, inflation has taken 50% of the value of the $5/entry
average appropriation away from the exhibitors as the cost of production

and travel expenses have continued to grow.

It’s impossible for State Fair to budget additional premiums from
operating revenues without severely reducing the service we provide to

our Fairgoers.

Granted, if we would not have provided improved facilities requested by
our Fair exhibitors, we would have less exhibits. On the other hand, we
are expected to provide good services and to be North Dakota's showplace
of agricultural, cultural, industrial, and human resources.

State Fair’s request for an awards appropriation is for the benefit of all
exhibitors and NOT for the operational budget of State Fair.

The increase in awards appropriations was greatly appreciated. State Fair
asks that favorable consideration be given our request for more prize
money. Better prizes have increased our entry number by 5239 since
1696; the number of students participating has indeed been a great return
on our State’s investment.
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4H & FFA NUMBERS BY COUNTY
2000
FFA 4H
1 ADAMS 40 73
2 BARNES 0 201
3 BENSON 251 206
4  FT.BERTHOLD 0 s
s BOTTINEAU 474 248
6  BOWMAN 309 31
7 BURKE 30 325
8  BURLEIGH 624 287
9 CASS 4ss 813
10  CAVALIER 0 203
it DICKEY 0 143
{2 DIVIDE 297 9
a 13 DUNN 98 194
14  EDDY 0 122
1§  EMMONS 0 244
16  FOSTER 348 226
{7 GOLDEN VALLEY 4 0
18  GRAND FORKS 36 388
19  GRANT 89 i
20 GRIGGS 0 118
21 HETTINGER 64 127
22 KIDDER 1 38
23 LAMOURE 197 310
24 LOGAN 164 14
28 MCHENRY 2108 660
26 MCINTOSH 0 13
27 MCKENZIE (21 372
28 MCLEAN 766 631
29 MERCER 933 298
30 MORTON 719 144
31 MOUNTRAIL 358 421
32 NELSON 0 209
33 OLIVER 380 51
34  PEMBINA 0 342
33 PIERCE 167 83
36  RAMSEY 0 400
37 RANSOM 152 %
33 RENVILLE 156 154
39 RICHLAND 982 12
4  ROLETTE 119 230
41 SARGENT 0 53
42 SHERIDAN 12 111
4 SIOUX 0 0
4 SLOPE 0 12
48  STARK-BILLINGS 593 159
46  STEELE 0 2
41 STUTSMAN 0 274
4  TOWNER 0 74
| 49 TRAIL 11 151
%  WALSH 0 o7
L $i  WARD 2024 986
e 52 WELLS 77 269 .
. §1  WILLIAMS ) m '
v ' |‘
o SUBTOTAL 14,238 1,412 -
L NON-EXHIBIT CONTEST ENTRIES 0 192 o

TOTAL 14,238 11,604
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Capital Improvement Loan Assistance ~ $210,000

. A. On December 14, 1984, State Fair arranged to borrow $1,569,420 from
' the Bank of North Dakota for an addition to the All Seasons Arena, to be

used for State Fair’s stock shows and as an events center.
This loan was secured with pledges:

City of Minot $ 466,717.58
Private Fund Drive $ 475,538.20
County of Ward $ 344,699.94
Fair $ 266,628.40
Project Funds $ 189,427.30
Hockey Boosters $ 375,973.55

$2,118,984,97

Term — 6% for five years

. A request from State Fair to North Dakota legislators for funding during
the next Legislative Session for the Cultural Exhibit Building was denied,
However, funding was provided by allowing the Fair to extend its five-
year loan to 20 years, further allowing the pledge money to generate
interest income until needed. The new loan for $4,570,000 included the
existing Arena addition, and a new Cultural Building,

. Several private pledges, most significantly the Hockey Boosters, failed to
be completed, The City, County, Fair pledges and some of the private
pledges were paid in full,

. In July of 1990, State Fair and its bonds council determined that
refinancing would be necessary to cover the fatled pledges.

. In January 1991, State Fair brought its concerns before the Governor’s
office while the Senate’s Appropriations Committee held up its hearing on
State Fair's budget. It was decided that the Fair’s next step should be to
ask the Bank of North Dakota to restructure its loan.

. In August of 1991, the Bank of North Dakota provided State Fair with a
letter of credit enabling State Fair to bond for $3.7 million, The Bank of
North Dakota did not charge the Fair interest on its account while the
details of this bond were being arranged. State Fair paid nearly $1 million
frcia cash on hand to the Bank of North Dakota to reduce the debt and
signed a $3.7 million bond. The Bank of North Dakota forgave the Fair
the interim interest in return for $1 milllon cash and $3.7 million from the

bond sale.
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G. State Fair now faces $1.2 million in additional debts as it covers the failed
pledges from fair income.

H. State Fair has since refinanced this bond issue to secure a better rate of
interest,

I. State Fair's ability to pay the $660,000/biennium payment on the bond
depends upon the continuation of the State’s commitment to the
continuation of a $210,000/biennium appropriation.

Asphalt Repair-$350,000

A. The State Fair has spent in excess of $740,200 plus interest to hard surface
the Fair’s internal roadways and exhibit areas.

. State Fair has also spent $403,000 on developing graveled parking areas
west, north, and cust.

. State Fair’s cost to repair asphalt surface within the fairgrounds was
$125,000 for 1996, $90,000 for 1997, $35,750 for 1998, $41,250 for 1999,

and $9,000 for 2000,
. Many of the paved surfaces on the fairgrounds are over 20 years old.

. The Fair’s asphalt surfaces need to be sealed to prevent further
deterioration.

Grandstand Request-$6 million

A. State Fair informed OMB and its state legislators that the grandstand will
some day need to be replaced.

B. The grandstand is the hub of State Fair’s entertainment,

C. The structure shows its age and is less than adequate in terms of service
and size.

. State Fair's grandstand is in need of annual repairs as oxidation takes its
toll on the metal decking. The Ward County Fair Board bulilt this facility
for the Northwest Agricultural Fair. It was not sized to meet the needs of
a State Fair operstion. The State of North Dakota bought this facility from
the County of Ward along with the land and support facilities for $1.00 in

1965.




E. A new grandstand that would provide seating for 10 to 11,000 Fairgoers
Along with restrooms and concession areas this facility will cost $5.4

million,

Natural Resources Center Reouest-$530,000

A. State Fair has begun to provide a setting similar to that used at other State
Fairs where natural resources, tourism, game and fish, federal wildlife,
parks and recreation, conservation programs and other such environmental
issues such as recycling can be properly promoted.

B. The area is being built around the pond along with a special exhibit area.

C. Environmental issues and natural resources at our State Fair have not been
given proper recognition, With the green earth movement in full swing,
State Fair has been asked to provide an adequate promotional area for
enhancing tourism and supporting North Dakota’s resources.

D. State Fair has sponsored a Fur Trader Rendezvous for the past § years, just
north of the pond. These pioneer traditionalists provide a historic setting
while doing educational demonstrations.

E. The Flickertail area was reduced in size to make room for a cooperative
venture with the North Dakota Game and Fish Department in the south
side of the pond. Over 1,000 children per day were taught to fish during
peak times at State Fair. Fishing skills were put to practice at the pond
while young sportsmen spent time at the pellet gun range,

F. This proposed appropriation of $530,000 would be offered on a match
basis with departments involved in conservation and public education.

10




MAJOR CONCERNS

1. To provide for our exhibitors in terms of facilities, services, and awards.
2. To provide for the Fairgoers in terms of safety, comfort, and good
experiences.

Our major concerns can be further summarized by simply acknowledging that our
costs of providing services continue to grow.

As the youngest State Fair we continue to play catch up. Other fairs across the nation
have been building and preparing for the 1990’ A for over 100 years in terms of land,
parking, and buildings. As we approach our 36" Fair, we feel good about what we

are and how we look.

The 1992 Master plan re-emphasizes the needs we’ve already addressed, while
indicating that what’s been built fits and works.

State Fair includes a sketch of what we hope your fairgrounds might some day look
like as we prepare to meet the needs of our State Fair visitors.

State Fair is a bonafide service agency; we provide services to North Dakota’s people.
Yet, our bottom line has been criticized when we did not fund our depreciation on

gifts and appropriated facilities.

State Fair s often seen as being nearly all State funded, even by some legislators. We
believe State Government profits because of State Fair. I've been told that our $1.3
million estimated return to State Government annually because of State Fair is low;
unfortunately we have trouble proving more.

The last OMB report indicated that State Fair was 100% state funded, instead of
7.8%. Legislators and fair friends have been told that State Fair received a greater
appropriation for awards for children than they asked for, because OMB would only
print the governor’s mandate. I need your help to see that an accurate story is told,

I wish to invite each of you to attend the 2001 State Fair. I want you to see and
experience first hand the good that we do through State Fair. We are grateful for the
support we've received. We understand that every state agency tells the
appropriations committee a wonderful story. Maybe I don’t do that well enough, so
please come and see, talk to the families, feel our pride, ask us questions, demand
good answers, and enjoy the Fair in 2001,

1




SUMMARY

Your North Dakota State Fair has surpassed all expectations in terms of what a North
Dakota State Fair might be and what it means to the people of our State.

Thirty-five years ago North Dakota leaders had a vision that’s come true. We shall never
have the biggest State Fair because the population is not here, but we are a first class
showplace. We can lure people to North Dakota and we can help keep our young people
excited about living in North Dakota.

For every dollar expended by State Government for capital improvements at this Fair,
they’ve received a $5.00 match. When we complete our expansion project, paid for by a
Minot sales tax, the match will increase to $7 for every one dollar expended on capital
improvements by the State of North Dakota. I believe it’s time to admit State Fair has
proven itself. With your help we are paying off the remaining three million dollar debt
for capital improvements one Fair at a time.

If I thought that someone could legitimately criticize our State Legislators, the Fair
directors, staff or the Minot community concerning the growth, priorities or successes of
our State Fair, I'd probably be less enthusiastic.

State Fair takes great pride in these past 35 years. We believe that together we will
continue to be a positive influence on the promotion of North Dakota and the motivation

of its people.

Thanks,

(L sz;ﬁ—/

Jerry Iverson
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Merehe <marsha.dupre@woridnet. sit.net>
e net>
Sont: Monday, Januery 08, 2001 8:07 PM
Subject: From Marsha

January 9, 2001
Senate Appropriations Committec

As Executive Director of the Minot Convention Bureau I would like to thank the state for its financial support for
prizes for past ND State Fairs and request your consideration of an increase in this funding to support the
outstanding increase in exhibits, especially 4-H and FHA, which the ND State Fair has experienced.

The ND State Fair offers the residents of ND an opportunity to shine and share its skills and accomplishments, It
supports and ecnbances fumily values.

An increase in exhibits is something the entire statc can be proud of! Increasing the Stutes finuncial support for
prizes to matoh the increase in oxhibits is something the State sbould proudly consider! It offcrs the state an
opportunity to share its pride in the ¢itizens of ND and thank them for their ¢fforts and strong values we instill in

.ur families.
wAgain, thank you for the States past support and its considerations to continue to support the state of ND through
its support of the ND State Fair.

ZZ_%Q NO wim s Mﬂa 674
Migx CVB | W&m f

NECEIVED DATE : 01/09 09:13'01 FROM :17018578228




STATE FAIR
SENATE BILL 2009

Representative Wentz and members of the North Dakota State House
Appropriations Committee, thank you for this opportunity to tell the North
Dakota State Fair story.

This packet includes two reports; the first is an overview and report on the
2000 Fair, the second report reviews our budget request and special needs.

Please note that our agency was not allowed to submit for an increase. The
budget recommendation provided for the $210,000 capital improvement loan
assistance and $340,000 for prizes from the general fund. The budget also
included $20,000 from special funds, (Fair income) for prizes. That
description would lead you to believe that State Fair provides only 4% of the
revenue for its operations. The total budget for our operations for

2001- 2003 will approach $7.4 million. The State Fair and its friends
provide 93% of the revenues,

State Fair asks that you give favorable consideration to our request for
$400,000 for prizes from the State’s general fund for this next biennium and
that you continue the $210,000 appropriation that is tied to State Fair’s
capital improvement loan. (Was originally $4,570,000, now paid down to
$2,345,000 as of 10-1-00),

We are pleased to note that the Senate approved an additional $25,000 for
prizes for our exhibitors, State Fair will use those dollars to provide
increases for youth programs. Please support SB 2009 as approved by the

Senate,

Your review of State Fair capital improvement projects as listed for your
consideration would be greatly appreciated, Our deteriorating asphalt

becomes a greater priority each year.

2008 Burdlek Bxpresswuy Bast
BO. Box 1796
Minol, North Dakota 38702
Phone 701.857.7620
Fax 701.887.7622
emall: ndsf@minot.com
Web site: minot.conv~ndsf




Before I review the reports with you, I wish to note that the State Fair does
reach out for assistance from others. While admissions, fees, and rents
represent the majority of our income, we have received over $7 million for
capital improvements from a 1% City of Minot sales tax during this past
biennium. Private businesses from across our State provided over $270,000
in sponsorships for the 2000 Fair, while the City of Minot provides a 1%
motel tax for the maintenance of the State Fair Center at nearly $100,000 per
year. In addition, the County of Ward provides the State Fair with $200,000
each year for maintenance and facility enhancements. The State Fair also
receives $70,000 in promotions in exchange for grandstand ticket trade outs.

[ believe that this $640,000 annual commitment to our Fair from non-state
sources tells a wonderful story. I do not believe that any Fair, anywhere,
receives that percent of their budget from the friends of their Fair.

Representative Wentz and members of the House Appropriations
Committee, I wish to quickly review the Fair reports, direct your attention to
the exhibitor’s handbooks, and let our Fair Friends tell their story. If time
permits, we do have a State Fair 2000 video that I would like to show.
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Mr. Chairman and the members of the Appriations Committee:

| am Michelle Kraft from the North Country 4-H Club and I proudly represent 4-H in
North Dakota. I have been an active 4-H member for over 5 years and have participated at
the North Dakota State Fair for 2 years. I have been honored to receive Champion Duck,
Champion Chicken, and top in Showmanship at the state level. The fair has been a great
learning experience and the judges have been fantastic. This past November I had taken
my knowledge of poultry and skills of showmanship at the state level one step turther. |
traveled to Columbus Ohio with my ducks and chickens to compete there at the National
Poultry Show, in which [ did well. I believe that participating at the NDSF prepared me to
compete at a national level, But as with any other trip or show it costs money and it has
become very difficult to pay for expenses with low premiums. I know for a fact that has
deterred from people participating. Many people including myself can barely afford to
pay for the travel and accommodation expenses of the State Fair and the premiums you
receive even championships don’t cover them, I understand that other animals are a little
more expensive to raise than poultry, but please keep in mind that you have the same
expenses traveling to the State Fair to show no matter what the species. 1 would like to
thank you for your support and hope you would continue it in years to come. Please

consider my plea to raise premiums and to increase participation at the State Fair,

Do you have any questions? m . M
T aff

Thatk you
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Mr. Chairman and Members of the Senate Appropriations Committee:

Good morning, My name is Jerry Buckley. I am a member of the North
Country 4-H club in Morton County, Mandan North Dakota. 1 have
exhibited sheep for the past five years in the 4-H Division at the North
Dakota State Fair. [ exhibit registered Hampshire Breeding Sheep and
Crossbred Market Lambs. I like showing market lambs better because
they are more fun to work with and they are a lot less work. They don’t
take as much time to wash or trim because they have very little wool. |
use the electric clippers to trim off all of their wool; as compared to
’ breeding sheep. [ have to use the hand shears so they look smooth. |
usually purchase four to six market lambs every year for an average
price of about $250 each. I buy 1 breading ewe a year, With the
premium money I receive I am putting it in the bank for college unless
my mom and dad make me buy more sheep. |

Raising and exhibiting sheep has taught me that sheep take a lot of
work and dedication. [ have learned how to give a shot, and treat

diseases like ringworm, pinkeye, and sore mouth. In addition I have

. learned that lamb tastes very good.




I feel that it is important for kids to exhibit at the North Dakota
State Fair because you get to meet lots of fun people, see lots of good
livestock, and have fun. Seeing the livestock at the fair has helped me
with my livestock judging.

Mr. Chairman, and members of the committee, I would like to ask
you to approve the requested budget amount by the North Dakota State
Fair for premiums in 4-H and FFA projects.

Thank you. Do you have any questions?

Jerry Buckley

seanay budeluy
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HeHle. Myhame is Devon Mack. I am a sophomore

in high school and an active member of the Scranten FFA

chapter and the State Line Lads and Lassies 4-H Club.

I have participated in the North Dakota State Fair for 4
years as a 4-H and FFA member. During these years, I
have taken swine, sheep, woodworking, crop samples, and
educational posters. While at the State Fair, my family and
I stay for about 5 days and enjoy viéwing the historical

sites, parades, educational booths, councerts, and, of course,

the rides. My family enjoys the time we spend with each
other and the fun and hard work we put into it. Meeting
new people from around the state and learning about their
part of North Dakota is also very interesting for me as well

as others to learn.

While at the State Fair, I have also gained many

" ’ valuable leadership qualities, like the responsibility of




taking care of my animals. Getting up at 5:00 in the
morning isn’t my idea of how I want to spend my summer
vacation, but after I'm done cleaning the pens and caring
for my animals, I am proud to have the judges, advisors,
4-H members, FFA members, and the visitors of the fair to
walk by and look at my livestock exhibit.

I feel the premiums are a real important asset to the
State Fair participants. They not only give the participants
an incentive to bring and show their animals at the fair, but
it gives them the chance to earn some money back, which
could help to cover their feed, supplies, and traveling costs.
I believe that keeping the premiums support from the State
—dntygimintawe is important for my generation and the
generations to come so that they can have the learning

experience, enjoy the North Dakota State Fair, and be




involved in educational agriculture organizations such as
FFA and 4-H such as myself.

In conclusion, I feel that attending and participating in
the North Dakota State Fuir was a very valuable and
worthwhile experience for me and I would like the future
generations to have as much enjoyment as myself.
Someday, when I have a family, I would love to take them

to the North Dakota State Fair. Without the help of your

funding, it would not be possible for me to do so. Thank

you for your time and support.
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