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2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SB 2122
Senute Agriculture Committee
O Conference Committee

Hearing Date January 18, 2001

__Tape Number | o side ] Meter#r
.1 46-END
o 10.0-2006

Committee Clerk Signat{l)

Minutes: (/

LARRY KOTCHMAN; State Forester testified in favor of this bill, see attached testimony,

SENATOR KROEPLIN; 1s there a management fee for this program?

LARRY KOTCHMAN; There is no management fece.

SENATOR WANZEK; Do you have a figure of how many dollars come in from that one dollar
check off to trust fund?

LARRY KOTCHMAN; The contributions to the Centennial Trees from individual income tax
check off since July 1, 1995 to June 30, 2000 brought in $73,988.85, which is very consistent
from year to year.

TOM CLAEYS; Centennial Trees Coordinator, also testified in favor of this bill, See attached
testimony,

The hearing was closed.
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Sonate Agriculture Committee
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2122
Hearing Date January 18, 2001

SENATOR KLEIN moves to DO PASS. SENATOR KROEPLIN seconded the motion, Roll

call vote carrled 6 - 0 - 0, SENATOR NICHOLS will carry the bill,




FISCAL NOTE
. Requested by Legistative Council
12/26/2000

Bill/Resolution No.: SB 2122

Amendment to:

1A, State fiscal effect: /dentily the state liscal etfect and the fiscal effoct an agency appropriotions
compared to finding levels and appropriations anticipated undeor current law,

1989-2001 Blennlum ~ |~ 2001.2003 Biennlum |~ 2003-2008 Biennium

[General Fund[ Other Funds [General Fund| Other Funds [General Fund| Other Funds

Fevenias uene e

Expendiiures 8,000 I
Appropriations T T T ”; [ S

1B. County, city, and school district fiscal effect: /dentify the fiscal effect on the appropriate pohtical

subdivision,
19998-2001 Biennium 2001-2003 Biennium 2003-2006 Biennium
School School o Scohoo)
Countles Cities Distriota Countles Chtles Districts Countles Citles Districts

2. Narrative: /dentify the aspects of the measure which cause fiscal impact and include any comments
relevant to your analysis.

Based on historical data on similar voluntary contributions, Section 4 of SB 2122 could result in
approximately $14,000 per year for the Trees for North Dakota Program Trust Fund.

3. State fiscal effect detall: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:
A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detall, when appropriate, for each revenue type and
fund atfected and any amoums included in the executive budget.

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency,
line jtem, and fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, of the effect on
the blennial appropriation for each agency and fund affected and any amounts included in the executive
budget. Indicate the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations.

Name: Kathryn L. Strombeck gency: Tax Dept.
Phone Number: 328-3402 Date Prepared: 01/04/2001
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2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES
BILL/RESOLUTIONNO., 2/27C

Senate Agricultuie Commitiee

Subcommittee on
or
Conference Committee

Legislative Council Amendment Number

Action Taken Do Fass
Motion Made By Qev. Seconded

CenJ
KAET By el

Senators Yes No Senators Yes | No

Senator Kroeplin
Senator Nichols

Senator Wanzek - Chalrman v~
Scnator Erbele - Vice Chalrman |
Senator Kleln v

Senator Urlacher

NN

Total  (Yes) (o No O

Absent

0
oront,
Floor Assignment jai L s

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:




REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: SR-08-1214

January 18, 2001 12:52~m, Carrier: Nichols
insert LC: . Title:,

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
8B 2122: Agliculiure Commitiee (Sen. Wanzek, Chairman) recommends DO PASS
(8 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2122 was placed on the

Eleventh order on the calendar.

{2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 SH-08-1214
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2000 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEL MINUTES

BILL/RESOLUTION NO, SB 2122

House Natura! Resourees Committee
G Conference Committee

iHearing Date February 9, 2001

Tape Number SideA 1T TSideB | Meterd
[ o o X 1408 to 2583
Committee Clerk Signature Wﬁ\_
Y
Minutes:

‘ Chairman Bar] Rennerfeldt, Vice Chair Jon Q. Nelson, Rep. Brekke, Rep. DeKrey, Rep, Drovdal,

Rep, Galvin, Rep. Keiser, Rep. Klein, Rep. Nottestad, Rep. Porter, Rep, Weiler, Rep, Hanson,

Rep. Kelsh, Rep. Solberg, Rep, Winrich,

Chairman Rennerfeldt: I will open the hearing on SB 2122,

Larry Kotchman - State Forester, ND Forest Service: I am here to speak in support of SB 2122,

(See written testimony).

Rep. Drovdal: In section 4 of the bill, it establishes a new way to contribute above your tax
liability on your tax form, Is this going to appear on both the long form and short forin of ND
income tax?

Kotchman: This would continue an existing authority that is there, but it expires so it shows up

as a new section of the bill. It does appear as a check off on both the long and short form.
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House Natural Resources Commitieo
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2122
Hoaring Date Fobruary 9, 2001

Rep. Nottestad: | commend you for what you are doing. The amount of trees being ripped out for
the irrgation development is huge, 1t certuninly would replace some of that. My question woald
be, how much money do you get for that check-oft and has it incrensed in the past three years?
Kotehman: The amount of contribution from the income tax check-off buve remained relatively
stable and steady since we have been involved with the program. In the 1995-97 biennium we
received contributions from 4692 returns that total d approximately $29,700. Since that time,
cach biennium hag been similar to that,

Rep. Drovdal: What is a check-off as opposed to o contribution? If' T owed a $100 tax and
checked this off, I would owe only $99 to state and $1 to fund. This is above my liability to the
state, is it not?

Kotchman; Our understanding is that this is strictly voluntary on the part of the tax payer. If they
do have a refund coming, they can elect to make a contribution of $1 or more,

Vice Chair Nelson: Earlier in a bill we had, Commissioner Hildebrand talked about a program

that Game and Fish is doing creating PLOTS for pheasant, Part of that program would includc a
tree planting. Do you partner with Game and Fish on projecets like that?

Kotchman: Yes, we do partner with ND Game and Fish along with a lot of other agencies, The
program you are talking about is the Cover Lot program.

Vice Chair Nelson: What is the general level of participation in cost share in programs like the

living snow fence?
Kotchman; The level of participation and cost share in living snow fence is part of the program is
80/20 match and 80% is Federal and 20% is private source. Some packages we can get 100% of

the cost. For example on private land adjacent to a local township, county road or highway
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House Natural Resources Committoe
Biil/Resolution Number Si3 2122
Hoaring Date February 9, 2001

wanted to plant ¢ living snow fence, they could pul together a packige that would cover 100% of
the cost,

Yice Chair Nelsott: From the Trees for ND Program, what is the usual participation level that
your program goos into that with?

Kotchmaun: Our cost share level is 50/50. We are required to be matehed using trust fund money.
Vice Chair Nelson: So if it is an 80/20 split and 80% is Federal, the 20% match the local level
has to have, you will go up to 50% of'the 20% match.

Kotchman: That is correct,

Rep. Keiser: In your program, how do you insure you are not competing with the local business
people, the nursery people?

Kotchiman: What has been done in North Dakota, there are pretty clear distinctions made on the
types of tree plantings there are done. For example, in Trees for North Dakota has not only a
component that involves conservation tree planting but it also does family forests geared to
planting in communities using landscape trees, They are produced by the local nurseries. Our
advisory members consist of several private sector members. There is not a problem in that
regard, We work pretty closely with the conservation districts and the trees are produced by
Lincoln Oaks Nursery. Landscape type plantings are produced by the private nursery sector and

planted by them as well.

Chairman Rennerfeldt: Any other questions?

Bill Becker - ND Tax Department; I wish to address Rep. Drovdals question on check off versus

contribution, In most other states it is generally a truc check-off, Generally there is a box and

there is a fixed amount coming off your refund. The contribution is done from the refund or
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House Natural Resources Committee
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2122
Hearing Date February 9, 2001

payment due side. You can designate the amount you wish to contribute, It is referred to as o
cheek off, but it is in the nature of @ contribation.

Chairman Rennerfeldt; Any other tex questions? Anyone else to speak in favor of SB 21222
Rep, Keiser: I you contributed a $100, Would that be a tax deduction?

Kotehman: On the tax return, if you have a refund of at least $200. You cun choose to contribute
$1 to $200 to that fund. No, we owe the tax payer the $200. They are just saying don't give it to
me, give it to the fund, On the tax due side it works the same way, it does not affect your Hability
in any way.

Rep, Keiser: [ was just wondering if that contribution constitutes a tax deduction?

Kotehman; You are asking if that is a charitable contribution or not? I would guess it is.

Rep. Winrich: I assume the only reason for the emergency clause is the expiration date of June

30 on the previous fund?
Kotchman: That is correct, Since you can't amend cxpired Iegislation you need to have that
emergency clause.

Chairman Rennerfeldt: Any opposition to SB 21227 If not, 1 will close the hearing on SB 2122,

COMMITTEE WORK

Chairman Rennerfeldt: (Some discussion on handling Senate Bills before cross over). Okay, why
don’t we take action on this.

Rep. Drovdal: I move a Do Pass,

Rep. DeKrey: I second.

Chairman Rennerfeldt: Is there any further discussion on SB 21227 Call the roll.

MOTION FOR A DO PASS
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House Natural Resources Commitice
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2122
Hearing Date Pebruary 9, 2001

YES, 18 NO, 0

CARRIED BY REP, KELSH
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2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. %% 3172 o

House  Natural Resources Committee

Subcommittee on
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Conference Commiittee

Legislative Council Amendment Number

Action Taken __“D 0 00 55

Motion Made By Seconded
Q€p~ Oﬂmc;faﬁ By QJ!JP Qe J2rec

Representatives Yes | No Representatives Yes | No
Earl Rennerfeldt - Chairman v Lyle Hanson -
Jon O. Nelson - Vice Chairman v Scot Kelsh v
Curtis E. Brekke v Lonnie B. Winrich L
Duane DeKrey v Dorvan Solberg v
David Drovdal v
Pat Galvin v
George Keiser v
Frank Klein v
Darrell D, Nottestad v
Todd Porter o
Dave Weiler v
Total (Yes) l 5 No O -
Absent
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If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:




REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: HR-24-2965
February 9, 2001 4:12 p.m. Carrier: S. Kelsh
insert LC:. Title:.

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITYEE
SB 2122: Natural Resources Committee (Rep. Rennerteldt, Chairman) recommends DO
PASS (15 YEAS, 0 NAYS, ABSENT AND NQT VOTING). SB 2122 was placed on the
Fourteenth order on the calendar.

(&) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 HR-24.2068
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57™ LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
January 18, 2001

Senate Bill 2122 - “TREES FOR NORTH DAKOTA”

Testimony Submitted by:
Larry Kotchman, State Forester, and
Tom Claeys, Centennial Trees Coordinator

Purpose:

The proposed legislation is introduced at the request of the Board of Higher Education for the
State Forester and seeks to continue successful components of the Centennial Trees Program
by amending N.D.C.C. chapter 4-21.2. Creation of “Trees for North Dakota” and
transferring assets from the Centennial Trees Program will allow tree planting efforts begun
during the centennial decade to carry on into the new millennium. Duplicates the mechanism
to allow income tax check-off contributions to “Trees for North Dakota” by creating a new

section to N.D.C.C. chapter 57-38.

kground 1 ion.
In honor of the tree planting tradition started by the state's early pioneers, leaders of
government, business and citizen groups selected planting 100 million trees by the year 2000
as the focus for celebrating the 1989 state centennial. Slated as a ten-year effort, the
Centennial Trees Program encourages North Dakotans to plant one million trees for each year
of statehood. The program challenges every resident, community, organization and school to
create a living legacy that will serve as a lasting reminder for future generations to enjoy.

The 1995 Legislature placed the responsibility for administering the Centennial Trees Program
with the North Dakota Forest Service. The agency coordinates promotional, educational and
fund raising activities. A seven-member Centennial Trees Advisory Committee, appointed by
the Governor, works with the State Forester to promote the program. Funding is provided by
the Centennial Trees Program Trust Fund, a special fund generated from voluntary
contributions received from individual tax returns and other private donations. On June 30,
1995, the balance in the trust fund was $164,776.77.

North Dakotans have raised annual tree planting accomplishments to over 6 million trees. The
official Centennial Trees Count now stands at 66,734,025 trees and is expected to top 73
million, The Centennial Trees Program and its goal of planting 100 million trees by the year
2000 will sunset on June 30, 2001, It will cease to function as a program within the North
Dakota Forest Service. A state-wide celebration is planned for Arbor Day, May 4, 2001, in
Bismarck, to commemorale the program's success.

The proposed “Trees for North Dakota” legislation is a result of a motion passed by the
Centennial Trees Advisory Committee on July 27, 2000. The Committee, chaired by Lt.
Governor Rosemarie Myrdal, recommended the State Forester introduce legislation to continue
selected authorities of the Centennial Trees Program that are slated to expire on June 30, 2001,
and encouraged the development of new private and public tree planting partnerships,
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This proposed “Trees for North Dakota” legislation seeks permission to utilize the existing
framework for tree plantiag efforts begun during the centennial decade to continue into the new
millennium. Its goal is to strengthen the tradition of annual tree planting and management in
North Dakota. “Trees for North Dakota” will facilitate tree planting grants for continuing
efforts such as the Living Snow Fence Initiative, Family Forests, Mitigation Tree Planting
Partnership, Trees Bowl and other expenses associated with perpetuating annual tree planting
accomplishments including promotional, educational and fund raising activities.

The NDFS has established an effective granting mechanism for funding tree planting projects
under the Centennial Trees Program. Grants and private donations to the Centennial Trees
Trust Fund have financed these efforts, The Centennial Trees Trust Fund is a special fund
established in the state treasury under N.D.C.C. chapter 4-21.2. Trust fund revenues include
volunteer income tax contributions authorized under N.D.C.C, chapter 57-38 and other private
donations to the Centennial Trees Program. The trust fund’s balance as of December 31,

2000, is $337,668.41.

In 1996, the Community “Family Forest” Grant Program was created (o honor each family in
the state. To date, 83 communities across the state have received 147 Community “Family
Forest” grants from the trust fund. Since 1995, expenditures from the trust fund have totaled
$222,538.18. The agency is also currently responsible for administering over $1.5 million in
federal grant funds for the Living Snow Fence Initiative. Overall, 32 counties have initiated
222 projects and 347 miles of trees are scheduled to be planted to protect 104 miles of roads.

The history of the Centennial Trees Prograin has demonstrated that a successful state-wide tree
planting effort requires strong partnerships, adequate funding and incentives. Program interest
and private donations for tree planting remains strong, as evidenced by a recent partnership
with the Dakota Gasification Company resulting in a $314,012 contribution to the trust fund,

The primary purpose of SB 2122 is to perpetuate the Centennial Trees Trust Fund authorities
by removing the expiration date and renaming it the “Trees for North Dakota Trust Fund.”
The secondary purpose is to duplicate the mechanism allowing the continuation of income tax
check-off contributions to “Trees for North Dakota.” Continued coordination by the State
Forester with legislative oversight will ensure that the funds are used for tree planting grants to
public and private landowners

Tree planting is a part of North Dakota’s past, its present and its future “Trees for North
Dakota” will accomplish a strategic conservation need by protecting vilal soil, water, air and
wildlife resources. SB 2122, “Trees for North Dakota,” will increase trer planting, conserve
natural resources to the benefit of all North Dakotans and enhance the quality of life in
communities and on family farms, We respectfully urge your support for this legisiation.

L1
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I honot of Lhe vivion showr by the cie o early pronecre, Neeth DekoLans selected the VREEE
of 100 million Lrees by the year 2000 ae the theme for Lhe Cenlennial in 1988, Slated as a Lo
year effort, Lhe Contennial Trees Proaram encourages North Dakotans to plant che million Lrees
to represent. each year of slatehood.

Tree planling was chosen as the focal project during Lhe centennial decade because all North
Dakotans could become involved, projecls could encompass the enlire state, and due to the long-
lasting benefits of trees. Every resident, communily, organization and school is challenged to
participate by creating a living legacy that will setve as a lasting reminder for future generations
Lo enjoy.

The Legislature placed the Centennial Trees Program into the hands of the North Dakota Forest
Setvice effective July 1, 1995, A seven-member Centennial Trees Advisory Committee, chaired by
the L. Governor, provides direclion for the program,

Lt. Governor Rosemarie Myrdal - Bismarch: Mr, Duane Haugk -Fargo
Mo, Suezelte Bieri - Grand Forke Mr, Gary Krantz - Devils Lake
Mr, Danlel Cashman - Blemarck Ms. Christing Kutlz -Burlihglon

Me. Audrey MoElmury - Bowman

The Centennial Trees Program Mission Slalement: is ae follows:

"The mission of the North Dakota Centennial Trees Program is Lo lead the effort: in arhieving
Lhe goal of planting 100 million trees in the state during the decade of the o, The g
will be reached by:
® [ncouraging public agencics, privalke colipatice, and individuale to plant: tove Lreew,
Stimulating greater public demand for trees and shrube:
Organlzing volunteer participation in local tree commitices:
Coordinating information, education, and prometion efforts of tree plant iy
professionals: gnd
Conducting tree planting recognition events,”




. BUDGEY

Funding for the Centennial Trecs Program is provided by the Centennial Trees Program Trust Fund,
a epecial fund generated from voluntary tax contributions received from the North Dakola
individual tax returns and other private donations,

North Dakotans have an opporlunity to give to the Centennial Trees Program while filing their
Individual Income Tax, ‘The Cantennial Trees Program le authorized to receive funds throuah a

ppecial income tax check-off.  Donatione are deposited dircativ into the Centential Trecs o

fund each month,

Norih Dakota Individual hcome Tax Check-Off Doualione

July 86-June 97

$15,691.38

f
July 95-June 96 :
$14,076.62 |

95-97
Blennlum Total $29,768.00

July 97-June 98 July 98- Jutie 99
$14,444.46 | $15,041.72
e e e

97-99
Biennlum Total $29,486.16

I
1
[

July 89-June 00
$14,754.67

99-01
Total Lo dale $14,754,67

|

& rterest Generated e Chs

A portlon of the Centennial Trees Truet Fund le retained ae a CD in Lhe Bank of North Dakota, While the rate
fluctuates slightly, the CD ylelde approximat.ely 3% ntorast. Each month, the Inlerest generated b divectly depooil ed

Iito the trust fund.

i

e

S

terest. Generated by CDe

96-97 Blennium
(July 1, 19896 - June B0, 1997)
@$H),908

I

97-99 Blennlum
(July 1, 1897 - June 50, 1899)
@$9,682

e e i e e e B 453 st e bk b

(July 1, 1998-December 51, 2000)

99-O1 Bienntum

@i, 149,21

i

i pom.
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. ACCOMULISHMENTS

The Centennial Treco Program is an expansion of exieting tree planting efforte from a wide variety of private and putie,
Lree planting partnere. The program operatee on the practical assumption that citizeno will create free plandia
projecte that meetl local needs,

[he North Dakota foreet Service i responeible for programt administration and coordinat ee promotional, rducational,
and fund-raieing activitice.

e Centennial Trees Count i3

Ao aresult of Horth Dakolans’ willinghese Lo expand Lheir tree planting efforto, tree planting numbers oy canceeased
vignificantly eince 1969 when the program wae initlated.

The official tree count record le complled by the State Forester and released annually ot Arbor Day 1o trach the
progrese toward the goal of “planting 100 milllon trece by the year 2000."

The Ofticlal Tree Count. includes the following reporting categorice, ae well as a cumulative total for the entire project:
public tree nureerics, commorclal Lree nureeries, other Lree planters, foreel regeneration projects, and pre-1969
profecis.

Officlal Centennial Trece Program Yearly 1otale

Pre-1989 Centennlal Trees Projecte 1,906,054

1989 Planlinge 5,020,166

1990 Plantings 4,950,146

1981 Plantinge 5,044,206

1992 Plantinge 9,190,562

1993 PlantInge 0,040,/66

1994 Plantings 1.0%/1,8636

1996 Plantinge 1,00:4,420

1996 Ylanlings 6,063,989

1997 Plantinge b,446.b7/

1998 Plantings 6,021,116

1999 Plantinge 8,254,161

“OFFICIAL CENTENNIAL 10TAL 80,754,020




. g trbor Day ¢ (

The Official State Arbor Day provides an opportunity Lo celebrate the planting of trees and aleo reicase Lhe Official
Treec Count. Tree planting celebrations and festivitice highlight thie annual event. which in hosted by communitics on
avolating baois,

tale Srbor Day Celebralion Sites - Dines DA0e

X 1995 - Blomarck, Original "Family Foresl™ - NDG&I- OWl © @it e
X 1996 Whilna Fepervoir, Neleon County - “Family | orent”
X 007 Minot, "Family Foreat”

X 1080 Fargs d iving Snow Fence
X 19399 - Hazen, Community Foreotry Pionicers
X 2000 - Grand Fotks, A Tres-mendous Millennium
X 2001 - Biomarck, Celelrate the Success, Sunsel. Celebration

o P Saeategie Pl

Along-range strategic plan was complet 2d in 1996, kaced o inpul. from the Centennial Trees Advicory Commil Lee
and vree planting partners, The plan:
®  Provides direction for the program through the year 2000 and beyond.
ldanitifiee cooperative efforte Involving the North Dakota Forest Service and public and private parthers.
Provides a basie for financial platning for the program.
increasss program efficiency,
Improves program dallvery by proactively managing program tisede.

Centennial Trees Program Long-Range Stralegic Plan

M, p

- free Poonmotion

€
Bince 1990, a sotles of olatewide maetings have been held vith Lree planting partners to develop etrategios L
iherease tree platiting in vural North Dakota, The resulting “Statewlde Conpervatlon Tree Planting Promolional Plan®
identifles goals, procesees, champlone, and partners to promole tree planting. Tree planting parttiers meet annually
Lo share ideae and promotional opportunilies In a continuing effort Lo ihorease rural Lree planting.

pee ) _.ﬂ_."‘l
Iree Promiotion Meetinge have been hald annually since 1896,

A serles of [ving Snow Fence Meotings were held acrose the vtate in 19098 and
2000, All together, over b2b ndividuale have participated, sharing ldean and
learning about; opportunities to plant Lrees,

Statewide Conoervation Tree Planting Promotional Plan,”
“Vroe Promiotion 1pe," "Nortii Dakola 1ree Handbook," and aniwal *1ree
. Planting Caletdar - Monthly Hlautiera have been creal ed and diptribuled.
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plenntal 1 rees

Bowl

The Centennlal Treeo Program annually sponsore a HPSU Bison football game knowit as "The Centennial Trees Bowl"
This well atiended Fargo-based event le highlighted by a recognition ceremony and seedling giveaway.

Individuale and organizations who contribule i anouluvtanding way L o fareot iy activities are presonted s peraotatized

engraved plagque and recognized during hali-time at. the game.

The

tree planting leaders for Lheir accomplishments,

event provides an opportunity to puttichy Yhand
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The Conmurnity "Family Forest” Grant Program wae initiated to honor each family in the state. Gramt ‘unde are
available annually to commutiities intereeted in establishing Commumity “Family Foresto "o meet local tree planting
needo, Among Lhe many dligible community project o ave beaut ification, memorial, park and recreation avea plantings;
arboretumn; ouldoor classroorta: community windbreals; and living snow fences.

Thewse unigue Lres planting projecte will cottribut e Lo Lhe Cent ermial Treeo Programs goal of planting “100 million Lrees
by the year 2000."

Ty T ~ St e AP N b g s gonsap oo |
&% Communilies acrose the slate have received 147 “Family | orest” granto, Toacther they have
planted H2,677 Lrees ot a conl. of @$B.040Arne. it 1990, the C1LAC hac provides AAPRRR STRRIT
grant. funde for Lheoe project o,

e e s e s oy m e e e e -
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The Cententilal Treee Advisory Committees, In partnership with the Living Stiow Ferice Taek Force, launched the [ iving
Snew fence Initiative in 1997, The CTAC made trust funds available {or living etiow fence grants. Funde were veed
Lo cover the iandowner's vhare of Lree and shrub platiting coste and the firel year of maintenance for landowners
willing Lo eatablish living enow fences Lo protoct adjacent prinity counity and townohip roade. Thin pilol. project paved
the way for FEMA HMGP-Living Snow Fenge, LSF-1ransportation Euhancement, and C1P Mitigation 1ree Planting
Partnerehlp grant programe. Between the three new grant programe, $1.5 milllon doflare are available to entablish
Living Sriow Fencee along Interetate, State, BiA, Coutity and Towneship roade.

To date, B2 counties have hiltlated 222 projecte. Approximately 547 niiles
of Lreee are echeduled 10 be plaited Lo protect 104 milee of roade.
$&%7165 in grant funde have been allocated which includee $34,041 in (117

Lruet funds, Tolal project coole excerd $HOAG, 200,
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The School Tree Program provides the Loole for young people Lo learn about tree planting and the benelito of treeo.
Students learn how trece enhance the quality of life for future generations. Participating echoole recoive a freetree
for every etudent. in gradee -4, which may be used as a part of a school planting project or piantad at home,

Tree planting benefit o lacal communitios, wildlife populations, the environment, voil stewardohip, suotaiable agnoulture
and, best of All, fulure generations, Today'e children ave the tree planlers and otewards of ton o

I = con s

Lince 1989, ochool chilaren have plant ed bA4,6156 Lrecs As 4 result of tne

Lchool Tree Programl Support has been excellent with more than 2/ cohoon i
!
{_ pzu'Licipating cach year, Private donations exceed DG,000 annually. H
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The Centennial Trees Commissioticd Print was created Lo be used for fund raloing, donor recognition, increasing public
awarences, and as a lasling remembrance. Longlime North Dabota arlist Burdelte Calking was commissioned La
create an otighial wory embodying the spirit of the Centetnial Trecs Program.

Burt's original watercolor entitled, "For the Next Hutidred Years,” exemplifies the efforie of North Dakotane, young
and old, Lo antally plant treces. Limiled editlon pigned prinis, remarqued printe, poster printe and greeting carde
are avallable Lo Lhooe who comtribut e Lo Lhe Centeonnial Trees Trust Fund.

Print. Kequeote
T I T
Remarqued (17) Linddted Pdition Pooter (27 Corting Cardo (21) Totlal Donations
@$2,120 | (29) @900 |  @HCO @H10 L4860 generat ed
o hddr Poaciaie e
The Centennial Trees Program complements many of the Soouting goals, therefore, a partnerchip .

s only natural, Scouting provides activities designed to encourage leadership, lifs ekills, racial and
ethnlcal pride and coticern for the environment. ree planting allows ecoule an opportiniy Lo
enhance thelr environmental awareness and to learn aboul the positive benefite of Lrees.

The Centennial Trees Advisory Committee encourages everyone bo become a part of the eftort. Lo
plant “100 million trees by the year 2000." The Centennial Trees Patch Program hac been croaled
for sooute to offer them a way of participating in the centennial goal. To eart a paleh, scouls
must fulfill the requiremente appropriate for their age, and a star may be earned each subsequent.
year,

[Pttt satass — caa
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Ll Camtenntial lreeo Palchies and NG eldi's have been diptribuled Lo veoule aclops the slale, “
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Dakota Gasifivation Company, a subsidiary of Basin Eleclric Power Cooperative, has been required
by the Public Service Commission (PGCY Lo plant on a 2:1 ratio trees and shrubs removed during
conebruction of a new carbon dioxide pipeline. The PEC advocal.ed mitigation options be sought for
landowners that did hot desire Lo have replacement Lrees planted on their land,  Dakota
Gasificalion turned to the Centenniul Trecs Program as an effective slatewide delivery system
that involves the pianting, care and maintenance of trees to complete their obligalions. A
partnership with the Centennial Trees Program, resulting in a $514,012 donation to the Trust Fund,

was eelablished.

Tree planting opportunities are targeted at Lhe entire state of Nooth Dakota, Willing landownere.,
both public and private, will be encouraged to participate, Grant funds will be made available o
avariety of tree planting projects. With support from natural resource agencies and tree planting
parthers, Logether we will successfully plant 56,454 shrubs and 19,991 trees, By following
established tree planting epecifications, at least 70% of these trecs and shrube can be expected
to be growing vigorously after a neriod ot three years.

Ry L aepovp—

Misoion Statement.,

"Guccesefully plant 52,075 trece and shirube by coordinating with natural resource
partners; utliizing exleting delivery mechaniome; and offering mcentives Lo public and
privat e landowners while Laking advantage of a combination of currently available and
creative new funding sources.”

It only the eecond year of the partnerehlp,
20,018 treee and 19,855 shrube are scheduled to be planted in
living ehiow ferces and fanmily foreeto across Lhe otate.

Clilver &

1996-presant:  Partner In Keep North Dakota Clean,
1896: 1S54 Gold Leat Award - 1999 Cert etnlal 1roeo Program “Famlly Foresl.”
1997: Ceremonial Trees Planting at Sertoma Park in Graud Forke with local legivlators and city officlals.

1997 Natlonal Arbor Day Foundation - Celebration Award - 1990 Centennial 1rees Program “Family Forect "

1999: Hatlonal Arbor Day foutidation - Certilicate of Merlt - Living Stiow Fence IniLlative

January 2001
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57™ LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
February 9, 2001
Senate Bill 2122 - “TREES FOR NORTH DAKOTA”
Testimony Submitted by:
Larry Kotchman, State Forester, and
Tom Claeys, Centennial Trees Coordinator

Purpose:
Senate Bill 2122 is introduced at the request of the Board of Higher Education for the State
Forester and the Centennial Trees Advisory Committee. The proposed legislation seeks to
continue successful components of the Centennial Trees Program by amending N.D.C.C.
chapter 4-21,2, Sections 1,2 and 3 rename the trust fund and t:ansfer assets from the
Centennial Trees Program to “Trevs for North Dakota.” Section 4 duplicates the current
mechanism allowing income tax check-off contributions to “Trees for North Dakota” by
creating a new section to N.D.C.C. chapter 5§7-38. These amendments will allow tree planting
efforts begun during the centennial decade to carry on into the new millennium.

Background Information:

In honor of the tree planting tradition started by the state's carly pioneers, leaders of
government, business and citizen groups selected planting 100 million trees by the year 2000
as the focus for celebrating the 1989 state centennial. Slated as a ten-year effort, the
Centennial Trees Program =1courages North Dakotans to plant one million trees for each year
of statehood. The program challenges every resident, community, organization and school to
create a living legacy that will serve as a lasting reminder for future generations to enjoy.,

The 1995 Legislature placed the responsibility for administering the Centennial Trees Program
with the North Dakota Forest Service. The agency coordinates promotional, educational and
fund raising activities. A seven-member Centennial Trees Advisory Committee, appointed by
the Governor, works with the State Forester to promote the program. We have complied with
*he Legislature’s intent to finance the Centennial Trees Program through donations from the
private sector. Funding is provided by the Centennial Trees Program Trust Fund, a special
fund generated from voluntary contributions from individual tax returns and private donations.

North Dakotans have raised annual tree planting accomplishments to over 6 million trees. The
official Centennial Tree¢s Count now stands at 66,734,025 trees and is expected to top 73
million, The Centennial Trees Program and its goal of planting 100 million trees by the year
2000 will sunset on June 30, 2001, It will cease to function as a program within the North
Dakota Forest Service, A state-wide celebration is planned for Arbor Day, May 4, 2001, in
Bismarck, to commemorate the program’s success.

The proposed “Trees for North Dakota” legislation is a result of a motion passed by the
Centennial Trees Advisory Committee on July 27, 2000, The Committee, chaired by
Lt.Governor Kosemarie Myrdal, recommended the State Forester introduce legislation to
continue selected authorities of the Centennial Trees Program that are slated to expire on June
30, 2001, and encouraged the development of new private and public tree planting

partnerships.

-more-
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This proposed “Trees for North Dakota™ legisiation seeks permission to utilize the existing
framework for tree planting efforts begun during the centennial decade. Trees for North
Dakota will continue into the new millennium using private sector support. Its goal is to
strengthen the tradition of annual tree planting and management in North Dakota. “Trees for
North Dakota” will facilitate tree planting grants for continuing efforts such as the Living
Snow Fence Initiative, Family Forests, Mitigation Tree Planting Partnership, Trees Bowl and
other expenses associated with perpetuating annual tree planting accomplishments including
promotional, educational and fund raising activities, “Trees for North Dakota” will not be
funded through the state’s general fund.

The NDFS has established an effective granting mechanism for funding tree planting projects
under the Centennial Trees Program. Grants and private donations to the Centennial Trees
Trust Fund have financed these efforts. The Community “Family Forest” Grant Program was
created to honor each family in the state. Since 1995, 83 communities across the state have
received 147 Community “Family Forest™ grants from the trust fund. Expenditures from the
trust fund have totaled $222,538.18, The agency is also currently responsible for
administering over $1.5 million in federal grant funds for the Living Snow Fence Initiative,
Overall, 32 counties have initiated 222 projects and 347 miles of trees are scheduled to be
planted (o protect 104 miles of roads. None of the trust funds or grant funds have been
expended on personnel or any indirect costs incurred by the North Dakota Forest Service in

administering the program,

The history of the Centennial Trees Program has demonstrated that a successful state-wide tree
planting effort requires strong partnerships, adequate funding and incentives. Public interest
and private donations for tree planting remain strong, as evidenced by a recent partnership with
the Dakota Gasification Company resulting in a $314,012 contribution to the trust fund. The
trust fund’s balance as of December 31, 2000, is $337,668.41. The Centennial Trees Trust
Fund is a special fund established in the state treasury under N.D.C.C. chapter 4-21.2, Trust
fund revenues include volunteer income tax contributions authorized under N.D.C.C. chapter
57-38 and other private donations to the Centennial Trees Program,

In summary, the primary purpose of SB 2122 is to perpetuate the Centennial Trees Trust Fund
authorities by removing the expiration date and renaming it the “Trees for North Dakota Trust
Fund.” The secondary purpose is to duplicate the mechanism allowing the continuation of
income tax check-off contributions to “Trees for North Dakota.” Continued coordination by
the State Forester with legislative oversight will ensure that the funds are used for trec planting
grants to public and private landowners.

Tree planting is a part of North Dakota’s past, its present and its future. “Trees for North
Dakota” will accomplish a strategic conservation need by protecting vital soil, water, air and
wildlife resources. SB 2122, “Trees for North Dakota,” will increase tree planting, conserve
natural resources to the benefit of all North Dakotans and enhance the quality of life in
communities and on family farms, We respectfully urge yout' support for this legislation.
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