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Minutes:

The meeting was called to order. All committee members present. Hearing was opened on SIBB
relating to the time period during which unpaid wages may be collected by the commissioner of
labor on behalf of a wage claimant,

MARK BACHMEIER, Commissioner of Labor. Sponsor of this bill. Written testimony attached
and amendment included to clarify language.

SENATOR MUTCH: What will the amendment do? What docs “tolled” mcan?

M BACHMEIER: Replaces underscored section in bill draft with new clearer language. Tolled
means stopped.

SENATOR MUTCH: Takes out lines 14 and 15, taking out the two year time period.

M BACHMEIER: Oversight, 2 years included, will redraft amendment.

SENATOR ESPEGARD: The two years may be included already in Section 34-1-13, just make

sure it is.
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Scnate Industry, Business and Labor Commitiee
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2153

Hearing Date January 15, 2001,

JOHN RISCH, UTU Unions support this bitl. This way employer cannot drag the issue and
reduce the wages for the employees filing the claim.

No opposing testimony. Hearing closed.

02/05/01 Tape 3-A- 3.4 10 4.5)

Committee reconvened. All members present. Discussion held. Attorney General reviewed
amendment o stop ticking of the clock and two year statute of limitations. Action is “tolled™ or
stopped by filing the claim,

SENATOR KREBSBACH: Move to adopt amendment. SENATOR TOLLEFSON: Second
Roll call vote: 7 yes; O no. Motion carried,

SENATOR D. MATHERN: Motion: do pass as umended. SENATOR ESPEGARD: Sceond.

Roll call vote: 7 yes; O no. Motion carried. Carrier: SENATOR D. MATHERN.




I PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2153

Page 1, line 13, replace “Notwithstanding segtion 34-01-13, a legal action
brought” with “The limitation of action provided by section 34-01-13 is
plied Dy tNO | a commissioner until the commissi

Page 1, remove lines 14 and 16

Page 1, line 16, remove “by the commissioner to the employee”

Renumber accordingly
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: 8SR-22-2557

Fubruary 7, 2001 8:38 a.m, Carrier: D. Mathern
insert LC: 18197.0101 Title: .0200

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
SB 2153: Industry, Business and Labor Committee (Sen. Mutch, Chairman) recommends
AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS
(7 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2153 was placed on the Sixth

order on the calendar.

Page 1, line 13, replace "Notwithstanding” with "The limitation of action provided by" and
replace "._a legal action brought™ with "ig tolied by the filing_of a claim with the
commissloner until the commissioner determines the

|
n claim_is not enforceable or he

Page 1, remove lines 14 and 15

Page 1, line 16, remove "by the commisgsioner o the employee.”

Renumber accordingly

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 SR-22-2557
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Hearing Date Mar. 5, 2001
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Minutes: Chairman R, Berg, Viee-Chair G. Keiser, Rep. M. Ekstrom, Rep. R. Froelich, Rep. G,
Froseth, Rep. R. Jensen, Rep. N, Johnson, Rep. J. Kasper, Rep. M. Klcin, Rep. Koppang,

Rep. D. Lemicux, Rep. B. Pietsch, Rep, D. Ruby, Rep. D. Severson, Rep. E. Thorpe.

Mark Bachmeier; Commisioner of Labor Written testimony sponsoring bill,

Rep M. Klein: I move a do pass.
Rep N, Johnson: I second.
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REPORT QOF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: HR-37-4812

March 5, 2001 12:36 p.m. Carrler: N. Johnson
Ingsert LC:. Title:.

. REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
8B 2163, as engrossed: Industry, Business and Labor Committee (Rep. Berg,

Chalrman) recommends DO PASS (14 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 1 ABSENT AND NO
VOTING). Engrossed SB 2153 was placed on the Fourteenth order on the calendar.

(2) DESK, {3) COMM Page No. 1 HR-37-4812
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Testimony on SB 2153
Prepared for the
Senate Industry, Business, and Labor Committee

January 15, 2001

Chairman Mutch and members of the Commiittee, good morning. My name is Mark
Bachmeier and I am the Commissioner of Labor.

SB 2153 proposes just a single, simple change. State law provides for a two-year statute
of limitations on claims for unpaid wages filed with the Department of Labor. Currently,
however, that time limit does not stop running until the Commissioner of Labor
commences a civil action to enforce a claim. The clock continues to run against a cluim
while the department investigates the claim administratively. Consequently, the statute
of limitations can expire on a claim, or the amount of a claim can be reduced, even after it
has been filed with the department.

The vast majority of claims for unpaid wages are resolved entirely through our
administrative process and never result in the filing of a civil action. We are proposing
simply to have the two-year siatute of limitations stop running upon receipt of a
completed claim form by the Department of Labor,

Thank you for your time. [ would be pleased to answer any questions you may have.

Telephone: (701) 328-2660 ND Toll Froe: 1-800-662-8032 Fax: (701) 328-2031 TTY: 1-800-366-6888
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO, 2153

Page 1, line 13, replace "Notwithstanding section 34-01-13, a legal action
broyght” with * tion provi ion 34-01-13 is

tolled by the filing of a claim with the commissioner until the commissioner
determines the claim Is not enforceable or the commissioner reassigns the
; I ]

claim to the employee.

Page 1, remove lines 14 and 15

Page 1, line 18, remove "by the commissioner to the employee”

Renumber accordingly
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Testimony on SB 2153
Prepared for the
House Industry, Business, and Labor Committece

John Hoeven
Govemor

March §, 2001

Chairman Berg and members of the Committee, good morning. For the record, my name
is Mark Bachmeier and I am the Commissioner of Labor.

SB 2153 proposes just a single, simple change. State law provides for a two-year statute
of limitations on claims for unpaid wages. Currently, however, that time limit does not
stop running until a claim is filed in court. The clock continues to run against claims
even after they are filed with the Department of Labor for administrative investigation,
Consequently, the statute of limitations can expire on a claim, or the amount of a claim
can be reduced, even after it has been filed with the department.

. The vast majority of wage claims are resolved entirely through our administrative process
and never result in the filing of a civil action. We are proposing simply to have the two-
year statute of limitations stop running upon receipt of a completed claim form by the

Department of Labor.

Thank you for your time. [ would be pleased to answer any questions you may have.

Telephone: (701) 328-2860 ND Toll Free: 1-800-682-8032 Fax: {701) 328-2031 TTY: 1-800-366-6888




