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Minues:

The hearing was opened on SB 2174

SENATOR TIM MATHERN introduced the bill (written testimony). SENATOR KILZER:
How does this check in with Social Sccurity disability? SENATOR MATHERN: I have not
checked into that specifically; there is a relationship because what one receives in Social Seeurity
disability also affects eligibility. SENATOR POLOVITZ: If my parents at age of 80 were
divorced they would have come out much better off financially. SENATOR MATHERN: If one
spouse is working and the other is disabled and applies for medical assistance the system does
encourage divorce to obtain eligibility for aid. This bill does not isolate family support and
responsibility. SENATOR ERBELE: We need to encourage family responsibility. Should we

raise the eligibility income line of the healthy spouse? SENATOR MATHERN: This would be

one of the options.



Page 2
senate Human Services Committee
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2174

Hearing Date January 17, 2001

. CURTIS VOLESKY, Dircctor of Medicaid Eligibility, Dept Human Services, explains some of
the Medicaid options available (Written Testimony). SENATOR MATHERN: Whatare the
possibilities of tuking Federal impoverishment situations for LTC and applying same to
Medicaid? Would that be okay with the Feds? MR, VOLESKY: It could work with income
and maybe assets under the new Federal regulations. They just came out Friday, SENATOR
KILZER: What are asset levels preventing spousal impoverishment? MR, VOLESKY: The t
impoverishment level currently allows $3,000 for spouse in the institution; communal spouse to
have $87,000 in asseis. Look at combined asscts - must spend down their asscts to that level,
then there would be eligibility No difference for dependents in asset levels increase in income
level roughly around $500 per individual,

RAYLYNN LAUDERDALE, Pcople First of ND, supports bill (written testimony).

o SENATOR MATHERN: Would your group have a suggestion on how this can be done
financiallv? MS, LAUDERDALE: Income level could be raised. Would like to see them be
able to be equal to middle class lifestyle. It is sad to force people into poverty because of a
disability.

The hearing on SB2174 was closed.

January 24, 2001, Tape 1, Side A, Mcler 44.3

SENATOR LEE opened the discussion on SB 2174, SENATOR MATHERN discussed the
amendments. There are two options: the bill to disregard the income of the spouse of the
disabled lest they lead the persons to get a divorce because of the eligibility requirements. It was
illegal to do this prior to last Friday and if we did it, it would be very expensive to do it. The

second amendment would be to change this into a study for LC to work on during the interim,

-
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Bill/Resolution Number SB 2174
Hrearing Date January 17, 2001

The cost for the 1st option is about $750,000 with $200,000 in state funds per biennium. We
have 127 individuals, 48 new members

MR. VOLESKY: In the reaim of the new clients and wial 127 clients the cost would be $738,000
total, $504,000 Federal money and $233,000 state money. The cap would be $2175 per month
with the cap. It is $491. Now. SENATOR MATHERN moved the amendment of 1/22/01, The
motion failed for lack of second. SENATOR MATHERN moved the 2nd amendment 1/22/01
that determines a study resolution of the problem. SENATOR POLOVITZ seconded the motion,
The amendment was discussed. Study resolution would be done by Legislative Council.
SENATOR MATHERN moved a DO PASS AS AMENDED. SENATOR POLOVITZ

seconded the motion. Roll call vote carricd 6-0. SENATOR KILZER will carry the bill.




FISCAL NOTE
. Requested by leglislative Council
01/30/2001

Bill/Resolution No.:

Ame dment to: SB 2174

1A. State fiscal effect: /dentify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropi-alions

compared to funding levels and appropriations anticipated under current law.
1998-2001 Blennium 2001-2003 Blennium 2003-2008 Biennium

General Fund | Other Funds |General Fund | Other Funds [General Fund | Other Funds
[Aevenues - el
Expenditures .
Appropriations [ —

1B. County, clty, and school district fiscal effeot: /dentify the fiscal effect on the appropriate politic.y

subdivision.
1998-2007 Biennium 2001-2003 Biennlum 2003-2006 Biennium o
School School | School
Counties Cltles Districts Counties Cities Distriots Countles Cities Districts
- (

2. Narrative: /dentify the aspects of the measure which cause fiscal impact and include any comments
relevant to your analysis.

‘ The amendment to the bill provides for the Legislative Council to conduct a study regarding the feasibility
of altering imedical assistance requirements to permit the disregard of income of the spouse of a disabled
person, There is no fiscal impact based on the amendment, The fiscal impact will need to be evaluated
after the results of the study are known.

3. State fiscal effect detall: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:
A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type
and fund affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.

B. Exponditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each
agency, line item, and fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, of the effect
on the biennial appropriation for each agency and fund affected and any amounts included in the
executive budget. Indicate the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and

appropriations.

. Name: Brenda M. Weisz gency: Department of Human Services




Phone Number: 328-2397 Pate Prepared: 01/30/2001




FISCAL NOTE

Requested by Legislative Council
12/28/2000

Bill/Resolution No.: SB 2174

Amendment to:

1A, State fiscal effect: /dentify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations

compared to funding levels and appropriations anticipated under current law.
1999-2001 Biennium 2001-2003 Biennium 2003-2005 Biennium

General Fund| Other Funds {General Fund| Other Funds [General Fund | Other Funds

Revenues
[Expenditures
Appropriations

1B. County, city, and school district fiscal effect: /dentify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political

subdivision,
1999-2001 Blennium 2001-2003 Biennium 2003-2005 Blennium
School School School
Counties Cities Districts Counties Cities Districts Counties Cities Districts
[

2. Narrative: /dentify the aspects of the measure which cause fiscal impact and include any comments
relevant to your analysis.

This bill proposes a change to income consideration of a disabled spouse when determining cligibilty for
the Medicaid program. This bill would not have a fiscal impact on the Department of Human Services as
proposed since it would not be an allowed change under cvrrent federal regulations,

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:
A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type
and fund affected and any amounts included in the executive budget,

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each
agency, line item, and fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, of the effect
on the biennial appropriation for each agency and fund affected and any amounts included in the
executive budget. Indicate the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and

appropriations.

ame: Brenda M. Weisz gency: Department of Human Services
ate Prepared; 01/12/2001

' ghone Number: 328-2397
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Roll Call Vote #: /

2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES
BILL/RESOLUTIONNO. 2/ 7%

Senate HUMAN SERVICES Committee

Subcommittee on
or
Conference Committee

Legislative Council AmendmentNumber /3 36, /0 / VM gao J
Action Taken M 5 Wgzu

Motion Made By Seconded .
Lo Do R By e g2leni

Senators No Senators Yes
Senator Lee, Chairperson Senator Polovitz [
Senator Kilzer, Vice-Chairperson Senator Mathern L
Senator Erbele
Senator Fischer

;

No

Py Nt

Total

Absent )

Floor Assignment

if the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:

‘ Wtindortsd = tisfs)




Date: //.2 5’/4/

. Roll Call Vote #: 2

2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. 02_/7/

Senate  HUMAN SERVICES Committee

Subcommittee on
or
Conference Comraittee

Legislative Counsil Amendment Number

Action Taken (Qh [EZ“,__; Nz’ ALH ol o d
Motion Made By Seconded Z 2 z E

Senators Yes | No Senators Yes

Senator Lee, Chairperson L Senator Polovitz et
Senator Kilzer, Vice-Chairperson Senator Mathern v

V/
Senator Erbele yrd

Senator Fischer

Total (Yes) V3
Absent y2)

Floor Assignment Mﬁéh.

If th.: vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:




REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: SR-14-1780

January 26, 2001 3:28 p.m. Carrier: Kilzer
insert LC: 10339.0101 Title: .0200

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
SB 2174: Human Services Comimittee (Sen. Lee, Chalirman) recommends AMENDMENTS
AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS (6 YEAS, 0 NAYS,
0 I;\B%ENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2174 was placed on the Sixth order on the
calendar,

Page 1, line 1, replace "create and enact a new section to chapter 50-24.1 of the North
Dakota® with "require a legislative council study."

Page 1, remove line 2

Page 1, replace lines 4 through 8 with:

“SECTICN 1. MEDICAL ASSISTANCE - LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STUDY
REQUIRED. The legislative council shall study the feasibility of altering North Dakota
medical assistance requirements to permit the disregard of income of the spouse of a
disabled Individual up to the amount of the cap established under section 1924(d)(3)(C)
of the Social Security Act [42 U.S.C. 1396r-5(d)(3)(C)]. The legislative council shall
report Its findings and recommendations, together with any legislation required to
implement the recommendations, to the fifty-eighth legislative assembly."

Renumber accordingly

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 SH-14-1780
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0 Conference Committee

Hearing Date February 12, 2001

House Human Services Committee

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SB 2174

2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

Tape Number

Side A

Side B

Meter #

| Tape |

X

2515 t0 3370

Committee Clerk Signature é}@’%ﬂmﬁ. ?{%mu

Minutes:

Rep. Sandvig

Chairman Price; We will open the hearing on SB 2174,

‘ Chairman Price, Vice Chairman Devlin, Rep. Dosch. Rep. Galvin, Rep. Klein, Rep. Pollert,

Rep. Porter, Rep. Tieman, Rep. Weiler, Rep., Weisz, Rep. Cleary, Rep. Metcalf, Rep. Niemeier,

Senator Tim Mathern: Presented SB 2174, The Bill 2174 as originally introduced deals with
Medicaid eligibility. The intent of the original bill was to address the public policy matter that
still remains about inappropriate incentive we’re making in our assistance program. Your
committee, this last legislative session and the session before, worked on welfare reform. One of
the issues you were concerned about was are we giving incentives to people to be single the way
our programs were established. We changed that trying to clarify the public policy issue as we
moved into welfare reform. Some sessions before that we changed our eligibility in terms of

persons geiting care in homes for the elderly, because our policy there was promoting a situation
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House Human Services Committee
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2174
Hearing Date February 12, 2001

where if one spouse went into a home we were promoting divorce so the other spouse would not
be impoverished. That was changed so that one person can go into a nursing home and the other
person don’t impoverish. Thiy bill would look at that same issue from the perspective of a
family or someone with a disability. Right now the eligibility criteria are such that if someone is
disabled in the family, they either need to impoverish the entire family or get a divoree for the
disabled member to still receive assistance. I have handed out a testimony by Curtis Volecky,
Director of Medicaid Eligibility for the Department of Human Services. Testimony provides
information on certain other options that are allowed by federal regulations and how they affect
Medicaid eligibility. He also handed out the likely cost of Amended Bill SB 2174,

Rep. Weisz: Can you explain what the cap is now - permitting the disregard of income of the
spouse of a disabled individual up to the amount of the cap established under section 19247
Senator Tim Mathern: Right now we disregard the assets at about $89,000. I think the income is
about $35-$40,000 that we disregard.

Rep. Weisz: So m other words, what you are proposing is to disregard that level of asset and

income for the spouse of the disabled up to that level not to count?

Rep. Tim Mathern; What I’m suggesting is that we as a state disregard the same amount that we
do for someone going into a nursing home. But the actual federal potential for disregard is
probably higher yet. 1'm asking that we standardize it for what we do in a nursing home
situation,

Chairman Price: Mr. Volesky, would you like to make any comments on the bill regarding a
study,

Curiis Volesky: Director of Medicaid Eligibility for the Department of Human Services. | think

it would be perfectly fine to do a study to see what the impact would be and what we would want
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House Human Services Committee
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2174
Hearing Date February 12, 2001

to do as a state. 1 would also like to add that because you were wondering about the income

amounts, it comes out to about $2,175 a month,

Chairman Price: Close hearing on SB 2174,

COMMITTEE WORK:

REP. DEVLIN: Move the amendments.

REP. WEILER: Second.

(10 Yes, 4 No, 0 Absent)

REP. DEVLIN: Motionecd for a DO PASS as amended.
REP. DOSCH: Second.

11YES 3NO OABSENT CARRIED BY REP. POLLERT




10339.0201 Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for A / |2 /0 )

Title.0300 Pepresentative Devlin
February 12, 2001

1

HOUSE AMENDMENTS TC SB 2174 HOUSE HS 2-13-01

Page 1, line 1, replace "require” with "provide for"

Page 1, line 4, remove "REQUIRED" and replace "study” with "conslider studying"

Renumber accordingly

Page No. 1 10339.0201




Date: Q- (& -9/
Roll Call Vote #: |

2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES
BILL/RESOLUTIONNO. 1/ 4 /7 ¢/

House  Human Services Committee

Subcommittee on
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Conference Committee

Legislative Council Amendment Number

Action Taken _MLWQ
Motion Made By 2 C Seconded 2 .

Representatives Yes | No Representatives Yes | No I

Rep, Clara Sue Price, Chairmar. e Rep. Audrey Cleary

l Rep. William Devlin, V, Chairman | .~ Rep. Ralph Metcalf ]
Kep. Mark Dosch ol Rep. Carol Niemeier

{ Rep. Pat Galvin v Rep. Sally Sandvig v
Rep. Frank Klein v j
Rep. Chet Pollert [ ]
Rep. Todd Porter ,/ |

r(ep. Wayne Tieman S |
Rep. Dave Weiler e |
Rep. Robin Weisz i ]

Total (Yes) No
Absent
Floor Assignment

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:
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. Roll Call Vote #: o

2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. S@ 3/ 71/

House  Human Services Committee

Subcommittee on

or
Conference Committee

Legislative Council Amendment Number

noiontaken (0o PASS 40) Zomended

Motion Made By 2 Q Seconded a a

l Representatives [ Yes [ No | Representatives No
Rep. Clara Sue Price, Chairman " Rep. Audrey Cleary P
Rep. William Devlin, V, Chairman | |/ Rep. Ralph Metcalf L
Rep. Mark Dosch Ve Re¢n. Carol Niemeier Nz

| Rep. Pat Galvin / Rep. Sally Sandvig iy
Rep. Frank Klein v S

liep. Chet Pollert v
Rep. Todd Porter v
Rep. Wayne Tieman 4/

Rep. Dave Weiler W/
Rep. Robin Weisz %

Total  (Yes) L! No 1

Absent

Floor Assignment KQG_MMW
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REPORT OF STAND:NG COMMITTEE (410) Module No: HR-26-3150

February 13, 2001 8:52 a.m, Carrier: Pollert
Insert LC: 10339.0201 Title: .0300

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
SB 2174: Human  Services Commiitee (Rep. Price, Chairman} recommends
AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS
(11 YEAS, 3 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2174 was placed on the Sixth
order on the calendar.

Page 1, line 1, replace "require" with "provide for"
Page 1, line 4, remove "REQUIRED" and replace "study” with "consider studying"

Renumber accordingly

(2) DESK, (3) COMM HR-26.3160
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A January 10, 2000

North Dakota Legislator:

At our last Southwest Regional Eligibility Workers Meeting we discussed the problems and
struggles our clients have in dealing with high out of pocket medical costs. We are concerned
and know, for many of our clients with the high medical costs incurred and their share of
expenses, it is a choice of getting the medical treatment, taking their medication or buying food.

~===—— There are actually two areas of concern: one is the low income levels for our medically necdy
families, and the other is emergency medical treatment for non-covered individuals.
—
Federal regulations previously limited the medically needy income levels and only allowed them
. to be increased based on the consumer price index (CP1). The federal regulations are currently
being changed to allow states to effectively increase their medically needy income levels to any
amount. North Dakota’s current levels average at 51% of poverty, with some as low as 41.8%

of poverty.

bringing all medical needy cases to 100% of poverty level is what our clients nced, We are
asking your support in granting the funding for these medically needy levels, so that our State
has the funding to support the needs of our clients. As you well know, we can have all the
flexibility in the world to administer programs or have federal laws giving increcased medical
levels, but without your support to increase funds to address these issues, hands are tied at our
state office level, and again our clients are left without services.

[ Our State has requested Aged, Blind and Disabled cases to go to 100% of poverty level, however

Our other concern is people with short term emergencies, which would be people who don’t
qualify for any other programs, and without medical help could become disabled for life,. We
have emergency services available for illegal aliens in our state, but not for our citizens,
Emergency services can be received in Minnesota and Colorado we are told, but yet we have no
State monies set aside for these types of funding, County general assistance can not fund the
types of emergencies that arise. The monies just aren’t there.

We want economic development to keep our people in State however don't give them health care
. when other States do. Is that an incentive?? We would hope that you would be able to set aside




some State monies for Emergency Assistance. Having Emergency funds could save the state
. from paying long term medical costs in the future,

Again, we ask that you look at our concerns, and consider supporting the funding of programs to
give our clients the health care that they nced. Children who aren’t healthy can’t learn, and
parents who aren’t healthy can’t care for their children.

I have enclosed some case scenarios for your review.

Sincerely,

Marlene Cook
Legislative Committee
SouthWest Elig. Workers Assoc.




Case Scenarios:

' 1. Couple in their 50's, no children under 21, low or no employment. He comes in and has had a
heart attack, won’t be disabled for more than year according to Social Security. No money to
pay for hospital stay or further tests, procedures or medication to take to continue to be stable.
At this point there are no medical programs to fit their necds.

2. Couple in 40's, no children under 21, no medical insurance, low employment. She has had
colon problems, cancer in family, and needs to have extensive tests, No programs to cover this
or procedures after tests, unless would be disabled for 12 months by Social Security. At this
point, can’t afford tests, so don’t have them done as we don’t have programs to cover.

3. This was actual case in 11-00. Single parent, with 17 year old son, Father had wages of
$1320.61. Rent is $275, they pay for all utilities, food stamps of $10.00 and they both have a
recipient liability of $558.27 as they both fail 1931 income levels and child fails poverty level
budgeting. This is a case where they would probably go without carc for this month as their
liability is to high with other bills to pay as the $1320.61 is gross and not net income. The
liability would be the same for an clderly couple in their own home.

4. December, 1998 case.  Couple, he is 61, disabled and on medicaid, she is 56 and not on
medicaid.  She received $300 gross wages, he received $1362.00 in Social Sccurity disability.
They had to pay $971.31 as recipient liability for medical costs and yet pay all of their rent,
utilities etc. As of January, 2001, they would pay $930.31. In spousal cascs, the ineligible
spouse at home can have income level of $2175.00 as of January, 2001 before they would have
to pay any medical costs, and the above couple both living in their own home, who have high
monthly medication costs have to pay $930.31 and try to live besides.

5, November, 2000 case. Lady is 67 years old and receives $772.50 in SSA benefits. Her
recipient liability is $252.00 and her medications run $217.27 per month so this is all out of
pocket expense. She received 39.00 in food stamps. How can this woman pay for utilities,
house insurance and upkeep, car insurance and gas to even maintain a vehicle. Not eating
properly or taking her medication on a regular basis, will she end up in long term care??? What
choices does she have???

These are a few of the case examples taken from past cascloads. When our clients sit in tcars
asking if we couldn’t possibly do more for them to pay for medication, increase their food
stamps, it is very difficult to give them the answer “no, at this time, that is all the program
allows” knowing full well the decisions they need to make,
e ”

Another real issue, is for the clients that receive SSA benefits and the clients who receive SS1.
IF they have never worked, they receive SSI, and have zero liability, but they have worked all
their life and receive basically the same amount of income, they have to pay a recipient liability
for medical costs. This is not fair to the individuals who have worked all these years.




Senate Human Services Committee
January 17, 2001

My name is Tim Mathern. [ am the Scnator from District 11 in Fargo.

Senate Bill 2174 is a simple bill that creates an cxemption of the spouse’s income for the purpose
of determining medical assistance eligibility by amending Chapter 50-24.1 of the ND Century
Code. However, though the bill is simple the issue is not simple and the costs involved are not
minor. But | ask you to consider this public policy matter from a long term perspective and [ ask
that we work with the NID DHS and with cach other as a committee most concerned about these
matters, to come up with a workable solution,

I introduced the bill because someone, who does not wish to be identified, contacted mie stating
that she was encouraged to divoree her husband who has a disability so that he could become
cligible for Medicaid assistance and so that she would not loose all her income and assets. ltisa
situation where even though they are of meager resources and income, they were such that there
is no cligibility for assistance. My concern is that we have gone through such situations before
and cventually have found that the policy needed to be changed because of unintended negative
conscquences.

I note for example the original program to help widows and abandoned mothers and children
which became our AFDC program, Essentially the program provided assistance only if there was
one parent in the home. This led to a long term sociological change regarding single parenthood
in welfare which was eventually found to be counter productive to family life and stability for
children. This program has now been drastically changed with welfare reform and the carned
income tax credit program in great part to correct this policy. We also learned that the placement
of persons into nursing homes impoverished the remaining stay at home spouse which then
created further dependency on that person's part. We have now changed that to allow the at home
spouse to retain resources for self sufficiency so that that person can remain a productive person
and support, 1 suggest as we have learned in these arcas, we ought to move in the dircction of
exempting the spouse's income in the case of a disability in the family in order to encourage the
spouses to stay together, This provides a support system and prevents persons from making a
financial choice about their marital commitment. This benefits us all in the long term.

The department has given me information about the costs involved in such a change and have
also given some options to consider, [ ask that we consider the testimony of the Department and
then come to a decisian as to how we can both provide assistance where neceded while also
supporting family lifc and marital commitment,

Thank you for your consideration and attention,




eI0yR(Q
Y}ION

puoaas Aupigesig
** " 15114 9101034
c-c ﬂg

”

ViOMVYQ HLYON 40 1SHi4 37d403d
10VINOD NOILVYIWHOINI H3H1405 404

Cter-v11 (102)
CO88C (N "UOISHIIM
Civexog 0d
2|doad ayj am
NOISITHM

eyve-ev9 (104
G/08S QN ‘uoiadyem
‘S1s”IS NS 10L
A2BD0ADY }19S SISAIY-E

NOLSdHYM

0¥8C-St6 (102
Z108S QN "Ai) A3fjep
Zvzxog 0d

panufn 9)doaq

KO3 A3TIVA

1y12-1v6(102)

9GE8S AN ‘PIoPIooYy maN
18215 WTT 02T

yS 91d0ad suidiay

Q3034208 MIN

9¢cce-858 (102)

L0785 QN 10U

10% # lIEH [RUOWSBIN-NSIN
S3IBI0APY §13S A1) o183y
IONIW

6012-25Z(102)

TO¥8S GN "'umoisawef

N "8AY pug $29
<MOISAWe( j0 3sii4 51003y
NMOISIWVT

SNOLVZINYOYO ADY

SE9Y-+ZE (104}
TYEBC QN Asaiey
131smaug "M 60t
Aoedoapy jias Aemey

AJNYVH

891€£-S6. (102)

10C8C QN ‘s¥104 pueiy
ZIT3UNS ISP 'STIE
¥'S AR1|EA idalY pay
JETRR)

1618-€62 (102)
£0T8S QN ‘odieyq

S 1g Risiamun £€6¢
S3JI0A P3LN
093v3

(35114 9jdoad 3or3U0D)
vS 21doag poon
NOSNMIIT

1898-299 (102)

10£ 3€ GN "8¥BS1iAag
11x08°0°d

dneig ys uoigay axen

INV1 STAIA

(3s-14 21do34 10R1U09))
VSN Si3iR20ADY UBWMOG

NYWMO8

0562-82¢€ (102)
T058S QK ™Mirwslg
919% "Aempeolg '3 00¥
w.aown cmu:m:&

.M_nﬁ_.mm#us

SNOISS3S ONINIVYEL 3TNA3HDS
Ol 15413 31d03d 1OVINOD

“suonrzZIUR310 AjjIgesIp
pue “s1spincad 201A13s ‘Suid1sAS
jisuel] 10j 1eaun) 341 AepAliana

Ul JI3JUnodua A3y] suolenis ayj puey
-15114 3duauadxs pue s30ys 413yl ojul
dais -Anpgesip e aney oym aidoad
Uiim Ajan1ioay)ja 10eI91Ul PUP SI3111RG
|[eUOIIUaIUIUN AJJUSDPI O) UIRT]
duluiel] AJIA1IISUSS

"puodas Ajjigesip ayj pue 3siy
uosiad ay; Sunnd a3enue] aA1DaYd
3uiyoea} yoeoudde snotowny vy
a38PNgue] 15114 91d03d

"uonRUILLIBIIP
3185 10 2138nu}s 3y} Jnoge Ajuado
Bunjeads $13YJO pUR $21BDOADP J]35 JO
$3A3 2y] y3nouy: Joo] yidap-ul uy .
uoneuIIaia(d Jjas

“S]|1s AdedoAape-jas

UiR9] O] POYylatt A|pusiyy-1aWwnsuod
e 3ulsn uoIssas Hed-OMm1 Yy
ADBD0APY J|o§ O] sdalg BuiuuIsag

T sepinosd jsiig 3jdoay

$391I3S fuluies®




et e s ey W Rt A m r iy —— b # — = —

Jie-7 wod aedng@puld
xe4 y£6¢-87e(104)
g9 [[O] GCC6-569-888-1
2O S¥L9-05TZ (10L)
10685 AN rdeuwlsig
G1g aung "“Aempeoig "3 00p
BJON® (T Y}ION JO JSary 31dodg

dIHSY38WIWN = R

A

ALTTHIAISSIDOV =

LNIWAOTIWI = 3

NOILVIZOdSNVYIL = K

" aaousduwl of Buryiom aiv I

JHOJ, E......euos se

il FeeN FLY
g\ NOA asnedaq
djpy 104 Sunysy

SUO!IDY MO 404
Anjpicisucdsay 3uie]

SIYSTY JNCA
Suipus @Q

UC< Cr\_ \.( VN =

J]3SIN0OA

104 3upjeadg = 3 ‘

IRy \Omuoéﬂ\ x\mh

nauuuo_—__— 'S m_un__;

PIONE D YUON JO 2ndio $1dO3g

e e e B I e s
B rr..\,(u rl...,tﬂ.lLQc DL L«

PP e . ' B S PO
Erimicll N Id 23U IOA i1 YIiniGEYID
e |.\u>fl.4 - : - -~ $ —~ s
oo 2100330 3L S1Gissad2w 248 {{eys <=4l

-y puz swesdoud saig 31dead v

“$3NSSI DIUIDISAS BUISSIIPPR Ul SLOHS
Ajlun 0} 1aye801 urc!l uoneziuedic
Acesconpe-jas jed0] unyedisiued
Yoes oy $aanruasaiday “jusw
-3nOWw ADEOOAPE-§]3S |2UOIBU 3Y)
ol eiodeQ YHON JO sa1edonpe jIaS

PUOD3S A)jiqesip 3y} “isiij uos

-ied a4 33 PINOYS SIJUNWILWOD INO
u1 ajdoad iey: analaq ax\ "9j1] JO
Aurenb ay: acueyus 01 syiBuaals Jno
12 JOC) am “S31BD0APR J]9s SY  1uaLl
-aACW S1Y3u uswny e st 3] “saiyjigqe
-sip yum ajdoad jo dn apeu: uon
-eZ1ueZ10 ADRDOADR I3 3PIM-3181S Y

7751 15414 9ydoay




UBM | JUBN

'ong buiuayb sys pue

DUIYDY| U9aMIaq 90UJI 1P U] Sl
plom 1uybii 1soue 9yq pue

piom 1ybu ayq

U99MI94 9OUIIYHP U]

L

mous aiyiny Aq AIpIusWUI0) v

dbonbubp
1SJ14 91doad

asn isnw am
‘$anIIgosIp Yyyrm 3jdoad Joy

WO0Q33y4 pup
'ALINDWWO )

‘NOISATIN]
an3IyaIp 0]

~

WO0J'|02MOUSSY (|IRii-2 't

pEr6-£9808 03 Mikd mgmﬁoc?

U Buisn ag 13 n0A mouy =

1N

ZAEINERSII Baﬁ 25 4
iPJey 81p sygey piQ "s0:22:d ‘Rdnoesd ‘asicesd ouy

{3431 1IN0 sejdwexs sicw 0] 2. asey] ;Bumuiy daay

© 7 710} p33uU 2 5By 3ys

‘019 'SWwooiyieg
‘Buniied sjqissscae

Rijigesip jeiuebuos
$331AJ3S DI [B123TS $2r1833J 3y

Sal}l]IQesip Jn0LU M SDIX
10 ST _muh\c

JieYd Aj1Sow e g
JIBYD|33YM E S3SN 3

Aijigesip jpuonowsa ue sey sys
34Nje}S WOYS JO S5u

Jusuwedw: Ajipqow ® sey ays
Ajgesip feoisAyd 2 sey ays

e1Bajdesed saey |
Aungesip Bunuses; = seu ay
atwoIPUAS UMO( SBY 3US
wsnne Sey uos Al

Jusuuiedun saubod 2 sey ay
LojjepiE)aL [BJUBLL y}im 3jdoad

sanijigesip yim sdoad
abenbue 1s1i4 51d08y

abenbue1s1i481doad jo wma_'.u

mxmw v618-780-6: /3 a
onAUUNS 057 MOuS 3Ry

; mmma ‘Asaunod z sy

(244 UBLWINIOD Siy !

T ynm waigosd e sey ays

318 'SWOo0IYRG
‘Bunised paddeaipuey

193j8D ying
pa |e12ads ui say

Spiy AuliRaY JO/pUR jBULIOY

HBYDIB3YM 2 0} paLiyuod
10 PUNOQ JIBY2B5UM S 8Y

pagqinisip Ajeuonows 5 3us

(33bpiws 1o} pemp e s 2y

psiddus says

s1bajceied & wy

pajgesip buies; s;ay
projoBuow e *pry sumog e s 3ys
Jns{ne Si uds Aw

Dapiejas s 3y
papiejas Ajjejuaw 3y

pajges:p Jo paddedipuey sy
3S) 01 10N S$j9qe]




¢ HD0M-00 pug ‘spuary ‘A J1wey
1Noh yjim 0 O91)111GBSIP ypum HIYJ0 Yum youwjugon
Ul 3jow oney noh j;m ‘nof 9} suaddey p usymyy

Emncumcmkobcoumms% 8y? ur uiol ves
UBduaLy Aue jey; dnosb Auouiw Ajuo o4l S311BY st Ajluniuwos

b.:._nmwﬁ meg%gc: .co:mc_e_bmsu% 8oIpnlaid Buiory
{z pue Anuaiayp sajeiado 1EY} uopduny Apog e Buiney (1 s
JALIOUB BUO YIM uouiLo) Jl'3Aey ssnniqesip yim sidosd sbuny
Aluo 3y} 1nogy ‘SI9A8) JilLOU03B0100S pue 'Spunoubyorq ouy;s
‘suoibijay e woy; pue s19pusb yjoq jo gjdoad Sspnjouly) “Aijunod
N0 ur dnoub Auouiw 1s86u8) ay1 1 Aunuwiwos Aigesip ay

.'Paddecipuey_se SBAISWAY] jO yuIL JaAsU Dinom
SALIIGeSIP arey oym ajdoad AuBpy axire Jou o seniigesip
9ABY Oym ejdoad |y SNl I0U 8ie Jey umoug SABY Oym 8jdosd [y
SMIIB [1e aJe sanigesip 4im 81doad 1y uondaorad [B31dAi08s0)8
B 331B8.u pue (ai0w pue Jes) ‘Aud 'Ssaupes) sbujjae; snlebau
$3%0A3 Ajfensn « PRIQESIP 8} UBAS PUE ,'paddeoipuey a1, buisn

¢, 21BINDDE BioW 5 uoi)duasep HOIY M

SO Yum aidoag vo ‘paygesiq « Peddearpuey

« PUBY Ul deo, yim1aas 8yl uo bag 0) Buiaey
AGesip e yum uosiad g 0} Si8je1 piom a1} jo c._m.zo\@%cmmm;

abejenpesip e1e nd 1o PazZijeusd siom SIBuUIM s1oym
sweb e ,'deo uy PUBY, 0} si8j01  deaipuey, 10 uibuo paysygnd v

‘Uim Buiueaw jey; Isejuon
“Miussagp saiiado 1844 uopuny fipog &
SE pauyap uveq sty mt_zmﬁa

o

*hijgesip oay) vi0joq uosiad
94} 5jnd 88enFue 1311 °jdosy

iSI ucsiad e Jeym jou ‘SyH uosiad e 12UM
$9q40sep abenbueT js.14 sjdoay

¢Auiqestp e eapy nok op 10 pejgesip/paddedipuey nof ary
¢SOP{J84] 8ABY NOA O JO pandaiy NOA sy
¢ABOUBD BABY NOA CP JO SN0JBJUEBD NOA &y
¢$8sseb seam nof op Jo aidoAw nof sy

*15417 ‘9)dooad ok fioy 1

-g|doad ase Aay

‘gjdoad * - are fay - SI340BS) PUB SJUSPNIS * * * SIamO)|0L

PUB SIBDES] " " * (LI} 98|1e|) SIBIS SIA0W ~ ~ - sioqybiau

pue spusyy " - (Bunmey usyde;g) sisquatos ™ - - siafo|dwe pue
saafoydws - -~ siayybnep pue suos PUB Spep pue Swow ae Aay|

&6 ‘hiayy sk oy M
‘810 pue pajqestp Sujusea) su ‘eap sy} ‘puig sy
“Dusnne 8y} 'pap.elal 8y ‘pajgesip ay). - - Ayeouobaen .
** " saAl 118y} urebal o Dunyby, sesessip jo _sumoin, .
" Jeulou, swozeq ¢ bunbbnys, ssoiay, o_mm_a%mwm .
- S10959p yiq, Jo Apabes;, sup woy Jayns, oym gy .
PP LG, n@.m AUy sn a1 sy s faog

&.PRddeatpuey ayy aie oy

qaAdid 3ssuy pio
"ssweu Jybu Jay) Aq sbuyy
|18 0} st wopsim jo Bujuuibaq ay




S

.. paigesip wy, ‘Aes Asjed jeigaied
10 s1soubeip eoIpsWw B Yiiv 1NpR UB S80p AUm ', "SN0IsouRd W,
'A2$ 1 USA0p Ja2UEBD ;0 SiscubEIp [B2IPSW B Yim 1INPE UB 80UIS

jsisoudelp jgorpaw & Aidwis si jaqe] hyiigesip y

. ay) INOQR %jel S1apiaoid a0inss
ABM B} SIA[BSWYI INOYR %2} 10U 1SNW A8y ] {SBWeU JIay) aJe
pasu Aau) Sj2qe| Aju 2y "1S:i 'S)NPE aJe SSIINQeSIP UM SHNPY

.. papieal sl ayubnep AN, ‘Aes uonepielel
[elusW JO SiSoubeip [BOIPaW B SBY OUM PRYD B JO jualed au) Seop
Aum * -oidoAws st usiubnep Ay, ‘Aes 1,usaop (eidoAw :sisoubelp
|eoipaw) sesseib sieam oym pjiyo e jo jualed syl aouig

jsisoude1p |goipow & hjdwis 51 yeqe} fyrjigesip v

"S18UCINIORId [eDIpaLl AQ PaSN SWis) [BOIUID B3 Ul
USIPIIYD 4131 INOQE Y[B) JOU 1SN Sjusied {SSWRBU Jiay) ale pasu
Aau) sjaqe) Ajuo sy "1sul} 'UBIPIYD S4B SBIIGRSID Ui UBIPJIYD

T 4EO T I e nae e

"$9AIBSWaY] Inoge asn eydoad Jeyio abenbue
|eoidAy Asea ‘Inuspuom Aisa ‘ARUIPIO A9A BUY Ul SBA|eSWaY)
1noge Wiey isnw Asy) uay) - palueib 10} axe) 8)dosd Jsow seijiAloe
ieoidA] Ausn ‘inpapuom Ausa ‘Aueuipio A1sA syl Ul - SBIHUNWWICD
N0 JO S}08dSe j|B Ul Papnioui aq O} 8B SalijIgesip ylim ajdoad i

"8n3si |Brondo & 51 88eNFUE Ji1q 9)doeq Fuisy

jSURDLIBWY J/B 108)J. 1B} S8NSS! 8JB SaNnss!

AugesiQ ¢pateas 9q o} Juem NOA [liM MOH ¢ PSOLOSIP 8g O} JueMm

NOA {|Im MOy ‘swinaji 2noA Ul Ayijigesip e asinboe noA j| Aujigesip

® SaJinboe oym pusiy) 10 Jequaw AjWe) B 8ARY |IM SIBYIQD
*24NJNJ 9Y] Ui BUO kY J1IM

Bj111qg31p & @ABY MOU Jou 2p oum B]doad Rukyy

"SUONRCOLILI0N.

J8YI0 PUB S32UBNUS BIFISSA2DR 12} JuDy O 8ARY 1 L0 e (S1BLes

obem 81 Aoy 8sneosq) puads 0 ?c JIRVRE )@w LINSUCY ST SanIgesIp
ylim a1doad pamais - 8De] je A1BI00S JNO PUE - SIDUMO SSautsng §j -

“Aliunwioo jeel ay) ur Aed (el io) $QOI 22y 10 1uBy 0} aARY 1 UPINOM
am ‘(uoieonps Ayjenb B Daaisdal A2yl 8SNe8Q) SiiNs QOl 91genieA 8aey
SONIIQESIP Yiim SYNpe paasijeq - sbiey e 4181008 1no pue - sioAodwa 3 -

"LOOBINDa
. BAISNOUI 10 14Dl 0] BABY ,UDINOM M ‘YI0M JO DIIOM JjNpB 3yl Ul
\ ginin} B 9ABY OUM PUB 'SI8}SIS DU S18Y101q 113U} SB LCHBINDS SWWes ay]
0] pasu ayj aARY OUM 'UIBS| 0} [BIUBI0T B} 9ABY OUM S|2NPIAIPU! SE S31
-IGESIP Ylm UsJp|Iyd paniadsad - abie) 12 A1si0os no pue - siojeanpay| -

¥

"8Q 1M SABMIB 8181) pUB
PUOM JNO LI SBNIQRSID Yim sidoad usaq sAemie saey asey |

‘s1a1110q puipnjiiip s1 wajaeld (pas ayj

‘pesu e Ajjesl st Wwejqo.d, e eyl aziubooay

,sosseib (pasu) Jeam |, ‘Aes pjnom ayg ,Buess wsjqo:d
® aaey |, 'Buifes punoie yjem ) ussop wmwmm_m Si2aM OyM
uossad y jspesu s ajdoad 1noge Bunie; usym wajqosd, p:om i
JO SOAJSSINO Pl 0} pesu B\ |, “wiapqedd, ayy jou 51 Aip:qesiq

mm.ﬁ Jud mEm_m *c =.m mﬁ. w:o Py mm:m_ﬁcmé %E:man_Q»mm m.m mﬁ.
J8aueHedxe ugwny 8y} Jo
:or_%cou jginjeu & si hyipigesyg

"aJi] JO Weansurew
Areuipio ayj ul pepnjoui Buieq 0} Jslieq S|qQISIAUI UEB S81E8I0 JBL)
abenbue| jeipnlaid auy pus o] yiom e 1SN om ‘shie) 1B seniunuwod
no pue ‘luswhojdws ‘uoneonpa ur uonebaibes pue uoneuULLOSID
pUS O} IOM SB8JBJ0APE PUuE Saljijigestp yim ajdoad sjiypm SO/, a4}
JO JUBLISAO) S,USWOA 8Y) PUB SOg, U1 JO 1uswaaop Sty pain ay

0 sdals}ooj au U Bummoyio st juawaaoly spybiry E__gma 3yl




IMON - 41 0p 1snr =43 st 88endug §3414 21doay
*JouL§xd a4 1im 5]aqe] ‘umModd 5 3y uaym adoy |
-paddeaiputy _ SiBaY 9y udYMm a1Js|ieq 5803 uiweluag

Sa1IGesID Ylim 8doad Sjesai) puB Smala AJa100s moy abueyd
Lues 38enbueT 1114 81008y "SaA|9SWBY] JN0GR j93] SaIlI|IGeSIP
yim ajdead moy abueyd ued ebenbuen1si14 sjdoad “sucgelsust
2NN} DUE JualInd 0j Siu} |jie aburyd 0} Jomod By} SAEY S

:NOA LI BA8I18Q 0) S18Y10 10} pley S ‘119SIN0A
Ul 8AS1[8Q 1,UOP NOA Jj "SS820NS 0} jeijualod ARy pue 8|geded
aJB SPiy JISU} 1By} UBIDIIYD J1BU) PUB SOABSWSY) BOLIALOD
1SNW Sjusled "$S820ns 10j jenusiod SABY DUB 2|qeded sie mmE
1BY} S8AjaSWaY] 8oUIALI0D 1SNl UBY0 .mmé Jisur |je mmmocom%
{eoipaw a8y} Aq paquasap usaq Bulaey ‘'Sauiligesip yim ajdosd

1By} 8wo0osq Algeqoid ||,8ys Juelug s8Ys
PO} 4| ¥eyl swodaq Ajgeqoud jim 8Ys ‘AzZe| JO MOJS 1O pidms
S1 8yS PJol SI ppyo e ) -Aosydold Buiyng-)ies e mEoom,Q ued
suoncduoSap ey} POl Usaq A 8p "U0Siad Jey) 8aLossp 0} pasn
sp:om sU} 01 pan AjBucas s abetui-jjas s,uosiad B Tyl MouY S

10D 01 S1UBM 8Y B18UM PUB usym CB 0} 85y
- 11 SaSN 8y UsUM 88/ S,8H , PUN0Q HBY|BBUM, 1,US! sEmEmm
PUY _"JIBUD[O3UM B DUE ISY[EM B Sasn oS AW, ‘AeS | dem JUBS
uos AW, ‘ABS LUOP | . "3JOM |OOUDS Sitj Op 0} @.:a_c_coo B Sash
ucs Ay, ‘Aes | pousd e ylim sjum 1ued uos A, ‘Aes juop |

2, 8WeS 84} 0p NoA L.UD( "OP L.UBD | JBUM UO 10U ||om Op
| sBuiyy ayy ‘syibusiis Aut uo SNo0J | ‘s8I0 8 Bulig|eq ewud
B 8Q JAABU ||| WAU) |18} 1,UOD | 8jd0ad 0} jjaSALL 8ONPOAUI | UBUA

iare Aay) oum suizap sesoubelp [eolpalu Jisy) 'SeNIIGeSIP Yim
sjdoad Aurwl Jo4 -3} SiY j0 8981d |jewsS suo Ajuo i Alijiqesip SiH
“Asjed |Biqa:22 pue ‘s9A8 anjq 1By SpuUO|q SBY 94 JBIndwod
ayy uo Buikeid pue ‘weald 821 ‘1ebuey 8UOT 8 SBAO} BH

*p1o sieoh || 1 ‘uiweluag ‘ugs fipy

e — e e e e e

9

« SNIQIBOURD 8., 10U 812 J3ouRD UIm 8idoad , ‘aidoAw ay, jou

ole 355eyb Jram oum 9idosy sAntadsisd sadoid 1oy} ul wisy
ind ue2 sm 'sasoubeip [oipEwW Aidws are sjaae; Aypgesip jey)
DUEISISpUN 9m UsYM  Juasayip s1e Asy) Uy Saiiqestp noyIm
o|doad ayy 30w aip senligesip yum sjdoad moy ass 0] uibaq
UEBS am 7siy sjdoad sue sanyigesip yim sjdosd ey sziuboda
oM Usy# 'ssweu Jybu sisyy Aq sBuiyy Buies ueis om Uaym

"SSAISSING 3N{RASD M ‘SIBUI0 SRjEASD
am usypy 'sburag uewny se way; panieAap eAry am 'sasoubeip
[eolpaWw ey} Aq 03 pauajal ele SaniqeSID yim ajdoad usyp

‘sbenBue sigE1da0oeun pUB ayeudoddeul
io Bisgzor au) jo diy sy ase Aay1 aziieal am ‘pasnsiw a1 fay

MOYpUE SpIOM JO SSUIUEBW BY) puBjSIBpUD am uBy M

Aigesip jeyusbuco, st wusy sadoid sy 4, s10850p,, UyHq
SABY OUM S21qeq UM 18U} Op am 0(] j8U0 M3uU B 136 pue
. OAI0BI8D S 1, ARS ‘)l U2N16I aMm LiOM 1,USS0D 18)SEO} MU B | .
JUSX0IG 10U ale saifigesip yym sjdosg _umop
Usx0:q, SuesLL ‘Ixajuod Jeu) ut ,‘pajqest, , Aemyby oy
U0 90U3A PB|GeSID B 5 818Y |, "JB8Y USYO J),n0A ‘we oijene
SLONUBLL Liodes Oljjel) U} UBUAL "SPIOM UiBLa) 10 Buieaw sy
Sidnuioo, Ajeioos ing usyie ‘8iqe1deode Jou st , pajgesiq.. -
i9/q/558998 8. - SaNi|IGesip Jiay) jo ssajpsebal - Aoe; e
SS80JE 0} saiijigesip Yim sjdoad ajgeus jey) SUCTEPOLLILIODDY
¢Siuatiureduw ensia gum
9)doad .o, sbeubs sjyeig saey Aemioop sy} s30p "sneydpaym
8sn oum sjdoad Joy duwies e Sey aournus Jpaddeopuey_ ey .
‘Swoossal pue buiysed ajqissaooe pasu op Slusuuredwi
Kijrqow yum sidosy “swoonsas o bunyied paddeoipuey;
PEBU 1,uCp sjusuwredw uoisia Jo Buueay ym gjdoay -

"Poshaiw ik Jey) suie) Fuissedwooun-jie

. %6 pojgesip, 72 beddeatpuey_ ‘Ae100s 1n




TESTIMONY BEFORE THE SENATE
HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE
REGARDING SB 2174
JANUARY 17, 2001

Chairman Lee and members of the Committee. I am Raylynn
Lauderdale, Executive Director for Peaple First of North Dakota. People
First is a statewide self-advocacy organization working to enhance the
quality of life for people with disabilities.

Many people with disabilities have a great need for medical assistance.
Without this assistance, their quality of life would be drastically reduced.
Disability shouid not have to be equated with poverty. If anindividual has a
disability and must consider their spouse's income, then only those with
limited income can qualify,

If a couple is of middle class, why do we expect them to reach poverty
in order to assist them with the enormous medical bills that are incurred
with a majority of disabilities? In the long run, this couple will be able to
contribute more to the economic development of the community when not
having fo live in poverty. Plus, the individual with a disability is able to
maintain dignity and respect as a contributing member of a family rather
than the member who drains all resources to maintain life.

Since the beginning of the self-advocacy movement in the United
States, people with disabilities ask that PEOPLE FIRST LANGUAGE be used
when referring to them. Therefore, I ask that you pass this bill, but change

the language to read:

"may hot consider the income of a spouse of a person with a

Respectfully,

Raylynn Lauderdale

People First of North Dakota
400 E. Broadway, Suite 515
Bismarck, ND 58501
701-250-674A7
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| PEOPLE FIRST LANGUAGE

PEOPLE FIRST LANGUAGE GUIDELINES

WHEN REFERRING TO A PERSON'’S DISABILITY,
TRY USING PEOPLE FIRST LANGUAGE.

People with disabilities

People with mental retardation
He has a cognitive impairment

My son has autism

She has Down Syndrome

He has a learning disability

| have paraplegia

She has a physical disability
She has a mobility impairment

He's of short stature

She has an emotional disability

He uses a wheelchair

A typical person or a person without a
disability

He receives special education services

Congenital disability

Accessible parking, bathrooms, etc.

She has a need for. .

¥ Y YYY Y

Do not refer to a person’s disability unless it is relevant...
PEOPLE FIRST, DISABILITY SECOND/

Use disabllity rather than handicap to refer to a person’s disability.

Avoid negative or sensational descriptions of a person’s disability.

Don't use "normal” to describe people without disabilities; instead say people
without disabllities or typical, If comparlsons are necessary.

Never assume that a person with a communication disorder also has a cognitive
disability such as mental retardation.

Don't portray people with disabllities as overly courageous, brave, special, or super
human.

REMEMBER, people are

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
PEOPLE FIRST AT 701-250-6745 OR 1-888-695-9225




TESTIMONY ON SB 2174
JANUARY 17, 2001

Chairman Lee, members of the committee, | am Curtis Volesky,
Director of Medicaid Eligibility for the Department of Human Services.
As you may be aware, federal reguiations prohibit Medicaid from
completely disregarding a spouse’s income as proposed in this bill. The
fiscal note indicates there would be no fiscal impact because we
cannot make the change per federal regulations. We could actually
make the change, however, it would jeopardize all federal funding for
the Medicaid program. With that in mind, Senator Mathern requested
that | provide information on certain other options that are allowed by
federal regulations and how they affect Medicaid eligibility.

Federal regulations have always placed many limitations on Medicaid,
primarily with regard to disregards, deductions and income limits for
the medically needy coverage. As of last Friday there was a change in
those regulations to give us much more flexibility. Those changes now
allow us to create disregards and establish income levels that we feel
are appropriate for our recipients. Unfortunately, the regulations still
prohibit Medicaid from completely disregarding a spouse’s income. |
will describe some options that we now can do and will explain their
effect on Medicaid.

. The first option is to provide for an income level increase for all
medically needw individuals. If this level was increased to 100%
of the poverty level, it would help aged, blind and disabled
individuals by decreasing the amount of income that would have
to be applied toward their medical expenses. A medically needy
income lsvel change would also benefit caretakers of children and
children age 19 to 21. It would have no effect on other children
as they are now eligible at either 100% or 133% of the poverty
level, The medically needy income level would not have to be at
100% of poverty, but could be at an amount that is higher or
lower than 100% of the poverty level. Eligibility determination
systems could easily accommodate this change.

. A slightly less costly change would be to limit the income level
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increase to aged, blind and disabled individuals. This would allow
all Medicaid individuals, except caretakers of children and older
children, to be eligible for Medicaid at the higher level. This
option would require some system changes because of the
difference between the aged, blind and disabled and the
caretakers/older children.

A third option would be to only increase the medically needy
income level for blind and disabled individuals. This would require
more system changes than the previous change. It wculd also be
more complicated for policy and systems because of the different
treatment for aged individuals. |t may also be perceived as unfair
as aged individuals in similar situations would receive fewer
benefits. Also, a disabled person whn turns age 65 would have a
reduction in benefits to deal with.

The fourth option would be to disregard specific income. While
federal rules do not allow us to disregard all income, they do
allow us to disregard a certain type or a certain arnount of
incomie. Income disregards could be limited to certain individuals,
such as only Tor biind and disawicd racipients, or bv tvne of
income, such as veterans income, social security income, or
earned incomae, etc, This option is probably closest to the original
bill proposal. It would require more extensive system and policy
changes and would be more complicated. Again, this may be
perceived as unfair to aged individuals in similar situations and a
disabled person who turns age 65 would have a reduction in
benefits to deal with.

The final option, and the most ideal, would be to increase the
income level for all Medicaid recipients to 133% of the poverty
level. This, of course, would also be the most costly. It would
provide a fair and simple coverage for all recipients who are
currently eligible at lower levels and it would dramatically simplify
eligibility determinations and systems. Today we have 51
different categories of eligibility for recipients. Different family
members are often in different categories with different income
levels and requirements. This option would be easier for




reciplents to understand as the entire family would be eligible at
the same lavel and they would not have to report as often.

The department does not support any of these changes. Funds
necessary to support these changes are not included in the Governor'’s

budget. | will be glad to answer any guestions regarding my
testimony. Thank you.




Likely Cost of Amended Blll SB 2174

Number open clients in_household of 2 or more affected = 127
Recipient liability for these individuals = $32,991.28 per month
12 months = $396,896.36 {1* year)

+ 2% inflation = 403,813.26
+2.2% inf'ation = 412,697.16 {2" year)

: $816,610.41 TOTAL
Estimated number of new clients affected = 48
@ $362,827.77

Total recipients costs $1,169,338.10 if all RL used every month
_X58% Based on history of amounts
Actually used = 58% in

. $678,216.09 ongoing cases.

Federal financial participation X 69.99% $474,683.44 (federal)
$203,532.65 (state)

Pius estimated system enhancement of 60,000 @ 50% match

Total cost estimate = 738,216
Federal share = 504,683
State share = 233,633




NORTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT Lagal Advisory Unit
OF HUMAN SERVICES
Fax (761) 326-2360

John Hoeven, Governor Lagal (701) 328-2311
Carol K. Olson, Executive Director Appoats (701) 328-2341

January 22, 2001

Mr. Mark Manasky

Senate Human Services Committee
State Capitol Building

600 E. Boulevard Ave.

Bismarck, ND 58505

Dear Mr. Manasky:
RE: Proposed amendments to SB 2174

| am told that Senator Tim Mathern asked Curtis Volesky of our Medical Services
Unit to prepare two alternative amendments to SB 2174, One was 10 change the
bill so that it would have the potential for being approved by federal Medicaid
authorities, while remalning as close to the existing bill as possible. The other
was to amend the bill into a study resolution.

Please review the attached drafts and let me know whether they are acceptable
or whether | need to make changes.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

LL:</fH )!(»U

Kris Jennings
Legal Advisory Unit
Department of Human Services

600 East Boulevard Avenue Department 325 -- Bismarck, ND 53505-0250
www.state.nd.us/humanservices




Prepared by the North Dakota
Department of Human Services

1/22/01
o o

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO, 2174

Page 1, line 1, after “A BILL" replace the remainder of the bill with “for an Act to provide ad 7
for the study of the feasibllity of altering North Dakota medical assistance e e
(¥ 0
requirements to permit the disregard of income of the spouse of a disabled AR e
Indlvidual up to the amount of the cap established under section 1924(d)(3)(C) of . tb
the Social Security Act {42 USC 1396r-5(d)(3)(C)] by the Legislative Assembly.”

Renumber accordingly



/MJ‘/’ Prepared by the North Dakota
v Department of Human Services
1/22/01

&;N

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2174

Page 1, line 6, after “determining” insert “a disabled individual’s”

Page 1, line 7, replace “may not consider the income of a spouse” with “shall disregard
a total amount of the otherwise countable Income of individuals who are mem-
bers of a medical asslstance unit consisting of two or more individuals, at least
one of whom 1s a disabled Indlvidual, equal to the amount of the cap established
under section 1924(d)(3)(C) of the Soclal Security Ac‘zt (42 L'JSC

13496r-5(d)(3)(C))." T T
,L%“ ,.LH v
Page 1, remove line 8 ot 1
Wb
" e '
’:ﬁ pov [
Renumber accordingly , a.) « 1Y
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