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Minutes:

SENATOR FISCHER opened the hearing on SB 2377,

SENATOR AARON KRAUTER, of District 53 introduced SB 2377, A BILL RELATING TO
THE APPOINTMENT AND CONFIRMATION OF THE DIRECTOR OF THIE GAME AND
FISH DEPARTMENT. He presented information in regards to gubernatorial appointments and
fiscal information of the Game & Fish Dept. (See attached testimony). The constitution doces not
require confirmation hearings, but has been set up in satute and developed over time for certain
ageneics, These hearing rovcesses has given the people’s branch of government an
understanding of the direction of those who have reccived appointments and then can decide on
those appointments. SB 2277 directs this choice of the Game & Fish director because this agency
is very valuable to the entire state, Looking at the appropriations of this agency, it is a special

funds agency, no general funds and should be looked at closely. The thought process and

objectives ofits director should be understood and voted upon by the 49 members of the senate,
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SENATOR CHRISTMANN: asked about the timing of the appointment and confirmation,

SENATOR KRAUTER the process is the same as any other confirmation hearing. It is in code
that by a certain date appointment and confirmation.

BILL PFIEFER, representing the North Dakota Chapter of the Wildlife Socicty, testified inu
neutral position but wanted to be on record that it very important that the candidate who is
appointcd have a biological background along with business and management.

There was no testimony in opposition of SB 2377.

SENATOR TOLLEFSON_ closed the hearing on SB 2377.

FEBRUARY 15, zoo}

!\1\1
SENATOR KISCHER reopencd discussion on SB 2377.
N

SENATOR FREBORG made a motion for a "DO PASS" of SB 2377.

SENATOR EVERY sccond the motion,

SENATOR FISCHER called for a roll vote of SB 2377. The vote indicated 6 YAYS, 0 NAYS

AND | ABSENT,

SENATOR FREBORG will carry SB 2377,
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SB 2377: Natural Resources Committee (Sen. Fischer, Chairman) recommends DO PASS
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Eleventh order on the calendar.
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Minutcs:

Chairman Earl Rennerfeldt, Vice Chair Jon O. Nelson, Rep. Brekke, Rep, DeKrey, Rep. Drovdal,

Rep. Galvin, Rep. Keiser, Rep. Klein, Rep. Nottestad, Rep, Porter, Rep. Weiler, Rep. Hanson,

Rep. Kelsh, Rep. Solberg, Rep, Wintich,

Chairman Rennerfeldt: | will open the hearing on SB 2377,

Sen. Krauter - District 35: Before you is a piece of legislation that 1 think is very, very sincere

and very, very serious. It is a process that happens in the ND Legistature whereby individuals
who are appointed to a position are then confirmed by the Senate. In looking at the face of this |1
need to let you know, the intent here is very serious and very sincere, Hunting and fishing und all
issucs related to that are very protected in this state and we want to uphold them and honor them

and make sure we can keep that type of environment out there, What the intent is to bring the

peoples branch of the government into the confirmation process, Wheveby the Governor makes
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an appointment and then the people’s branch of government can say yes, this is a good
appointment. The peoples branch of government is the one that ts clected across the entire state.
49 legislative districts then have the ability to sit down and make a vote that says yes, or no.
What | have handed out to you is the history of appointments and confirmations in the state, |
want to go through that with you. (sce testimony and fiscal note). There is nothing devious
behind this, it is a process where we can get the people’s branch of the government behind
appointments. If you look at what we need in a Game and Fish Commissioner in the State of NI,
we need someone who has a good understanding of thosc issues in the state. What better way to
make it not political as it is currently as an appointment by the Governor, Let’s spread it out so it
is broad based so that we have the legislative approach to the commission, That is the intent, |
will stand for any questions.

Rep. Nottestad: We are saying to start out with that the people are certainly interested in this. But

[ cite to you that the Director of Highways, people are interested in that - Human Services,
people are affected all over by that, Why not encompass all of these? That way, you would have
then input from all the people on all of these. | eertainly feel that our Game and Fish
Commissioners that have been appointed are very strong. For the most part very well supported
by the public. So why not include all of these then? Have them all get Senate approval?

Sen. Krauter; If that is your direction with this legislation you can do amendments all you want, |
think with the cosponsors, it was the direction of adding another one to the confirmation
hearings. With the treacheries we see with some of these issues to bring the legislative branch
into the process is the direction of this picce of legisiation. There is no intent to add more,

Rep, Keiser: As 1 listen to your argument [ agree with many of the points you made, The ones |

disagree with most is 1 can't think of any appointed official who is less political, Although it is a
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political appointment, of all the pcople now the Senate confirms, whether it is the Gaming
Commissioner or the Securitics Commissioner, how many investors talk dircctly to the Sccuritics
Commissioner, for example. The Game and Fish Divector, who cver that person may be, they
may have one of the tougher jobs in the state. They are constantly in the ficld, going to Ducks
Unlimited dinners, or Pheasants Forever, or this local group or that local group. 1 think it is one
of our success storics. The stake holders of our state, our citizens, our constituents, they are the
ones that are directly talking to him. [f they have a problem with any Game and Fish
Commissioner and it is a significant one, there will be statements made to their elected officials
and their Governor., That person would be gone, | think. [ just sce putting the Senate or any
political party in between the Governor and this individual who is so responsive to the citizens of
our state really docs politicize this act, Do you agree or not?

Sen. Krauter: No, | do not agree,

Rep. Porter: Was there any discussion on the Senate side as this bill was put together regarding
how the dates of this particular appointment works since the Governor starts in December, the
Game and Fish Commissioner’s term expites in July and that would actually be a year and half
before a Senate confirmation could be heard on a new appointee, Was there any consideration
given to changing that term of oftice to coincide with the rest of the cabinet? So that the person
wouldn’t be in the job for a year and half and then all of a sudden be up for a confirmation
hearing?

Sen, Krauter: No, there was no discussion on that, but the comments were made from the

standpoint of that is how those scenarios happen today. That happens with the appointments of

Higher Ed, the Banking Commissioner and to all the existing appointments. The appointments

are made and as soon as the legislature is in place, that is when we make the confirmation,
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Rep. Porter: On the other appointments, other than the part time job of Higher Ed, the
appointments coincide dircetly with i~ expiration of the term of the Governor so that December
15 when the new Governor takes over, so goes the Commissioner of Banking, ctc. Then the
Senate is meeting in January, so the person is on the job for fifteen days and has a confirmation
hearing. In this case the person is on the job for a year and one half before they would even know
if they had the job and have the confirmation hearing,

Sen. Krauter: That is correct,

Rep. Porter: You don't sce a problem with that?

Sen. Krauter: That is the process we have been working under for many years, 1 think now is the
time to make some of those changes. If you're a proponent of annual sessions, that is your
prerogative.

. Rep. Porter: It doesn’t have anything with whether you want an annual session or not, it has to do
with whether or not you want to have someone in the position for a year and a half before you
have the confirmation hearing. That is what 1 am wondering? Either the term of the
Commissioner needs to change to coincide with the term of the Governor, if we are going to go
to a confirmation hearing, or not go to a confirmation hearing at all. Because it is a year and one
half after a person is appointed to the confirmation hearing,

Vice Chair Nelson: Of the six arcas that are subject to Senate confirmation now, let's take the

State Board of Higher Education out because it is a part time position, has the Senate ever denied
a confirmation applicant?
Sen, Krauter: During my 11 years now, we have not denied any. But there are times it has

happencd.
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Rep, Galvin: I wonder, how does the same system work, like a mid term termination of a
position. How would that work?

Sen, Krauter: 1 apologize for not explaining this in detail, that is probably my fault, for being a
Senator and having experienced confirmation hearings and set them up versus not having that
type of thing. When appointments are made, they are made according to these and they are
appointments until they are finally confirmed. We have had two confirmation hearings this
session. The first two we appointed, they were appointed two years ago, so the when the next
legislature meets we make the confirmation hearings. We do not call ourselves in, it happens the
next time we meet. So if there is a vacancy and there is an appointment, that appointment is made
and then when the Senate is in session that is when the confirmation is made,

Rep. Galvin: What T was getting at is how do you terminate somebody? There should be some
reason you have to end this job?

Sen, Krauter: The Senate only confirms them, if' it is an appointment by the Governor and the
person is not doing their job and the Governor terminates them, that is the Governers
responsibility.

Rep. Galvin: He can do that?

Rep. Nottestad: Going back to the comments that Rep. Porter brought up about the

differentiation in time, most of these other positions are within the state. Not too many ate
appointed out of state. Game and Fish Commissioner is done with nation wide scarches. You fecl
that someone coming in knowing that they have to be confirmed a year and a half Jater is going
to affect finding the better and the best?

Sen, Krauter; Confirmation hearings are held in other states also. 1f a person is accepting the job

ot interviewing for the job they may understand what the requirements are, That is the process,
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Chairman Renncrfeldt: Any further questions of the committee? Anyone else here to speak in
favor of SB 23777 Opposed?

Bob_ Harms - Council to Governor Hoeven; | will speak briefly on SB 2377, The Governor docs

oppose the bill and I will give you several reasons why. First of all, the bill infringes upon the
Governors discretion with respect to appointments. Right now the Game and Fish Director, per
law, provides that it is a four year term, 1t begins July | and the Commissioner cannot be
removed except for cause by the Governor. Adding an additional layer of steps, further impedes
upon the Governor's discretion making that appointment. Number 2, it is really unnecessary. |
don’t think there has been a case made as to why additional steps should be imposed upon the
appointment process thus far, | have been here, five sessions, and to my knowledge, of all the
appointments that Sen, Krauter mentioned that are confirmed by the Senate, none during the
Schaffer Administration have been rejected by the Senate. [t is not necessary in that regard and
has not had an affect on the appointment process since 1 have beci in this position. The other
thing I would add is on Higher Ed appointments specifically, and how it works in terms of
appointments because the Senate may not be in session for 18 months following the

appointments, On Higher Ed appointments, by the Constitution and Title 15, that is expressly

provided for in the law that the appointment is made continues to be effective until considered by

the Senate, It is expressly provided for in the Constitution. The other thing the bill docs is
reduces accountability. Right now, I will give you four or five examples....adding an additional
confirmation to this list actually reduces the Governor's ability to influence his cabinet and
reduces his accountability to the tax payers. The precedent we are looking at is also a concern,
Yes, Game and Fish is a 35 miltion dollar budget, but the Department of Human Services is ¢

300 million dollar budget. Game and Fish is special funds, yes, that is true, so is Workers Comp -
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s0 is ND Job Service. So the precedence this begins to setis also a coneern o the Governor, My
lust point is this, it does ereate uncertainty with respect to the Commissioner himself, For
exumple when the Governor takes office December 15, then he already inherits a Game and Fish

Dircctor from a prior administration. Director Hildebrand is really a Schaffer appointee. His term

expires six months from now, if he is replaced then a new Game and Fish Director will begin

July 1, 2001, but he won't have actual Senate confirmation until January 2003, 1 think Rep.
Nottestad made a good point, if we do a national scarch, how likely is it to attract some person
whether they are from Milwaukee or Minol, to take a job that they may only have for 18 months,
That creates a problem, but even more so, this position is a tough job and for a period of about |8
months they have this period of uncertainty, they don’t know if they are going to make a Senator
from Williston angry or if they are going to make a Senator from Towner angry. [t reduces
decisiveness that we need in the Game and Fish Commission. The last thing | have to say is this,
I have worked with three Game and Fish Commissioners since | have been in this position and |
think all of them have done good jobs. In short, I don’t think the process is broken and the
Governor asks that the committee issue a Do Not Pass,

Rep, Hanson: Did this sneak through the Senate or did you go to the Senate?

Harms: No, it didn’t sncak through the Scnate, we have been keeping an eye on it thinking that it
might get a little rougher treatment over there, but it didn’t.

Rep. Hanson; s this bill a candidate for a veto?

Harms: [ haven’t spoken to the Governor specifically about that, but | will recommend a veto,
yes.

Rep. Keiser: As | listened to Sen, Krauters arguments, that by having the Senate confirm it, it

would give the people a little more of a voice, it occurred to me. If his argument has merit, it
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might suggest that we should amend this, taking out the Game and Fish Director and transfvrring
these other appointments to the House for confirmation,

Hurms: 1 think that is a great idea.

Mike Donahue - NI Wildlite Federation gnd United Sportsimen; We do not support this bill one

bit. We ask that you give it a unanimous Do Not Pass. We did not testify on the Senate side
because we really wondered what is broken, what needs to be fixed? What is the objective? We
feel the Governor will do a good job with appointnients to his cabinet. Is there a fiscal concern,
34 million dollars, peanuts compared to other departments, We are saying, okay you are giving
us answers, you're not. We were told it is because it is a department that touches all four corners
of the state, we know that beeause they used the Highway Department to get there, So if you
ponder all that then you can conclude that all these other departments don’t touch all four
corners, we are led to that. We see this us a move to politicize the department and we strongly
opposc it. We sce it as more government, not less.

Jim Nagel - ND Sportfishing Congress: We would like to encourage a do not pass on SB 2377, |

think Rep. Keiser summed it up best, our system works, if something is not broke don't fix it.

More politics would tend to dilute the qualified candidate secking that position. I ask for a Do
Not Pass.

Kevin Lech - ND Bowhunters Association: I am here representing our association and urging a

Do Not Pass. (See written testimony).

Bill Pfeifer - ND Chapter Wildlife Society: The society strongly opposed SB 2377, (See written

testimony).
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Lloyd Jones - former Director ND Game and Fish: (see writen testimony), It it is not broke, why

are we trying to fix it? And o take the risk of ereating al) these other problems. So | would stand

before you and ask that 2377 come out of here with a Do Not Pass recommendation,

Chairman Rennerfeldt Any questions?

Rep, Weiler; You mentioned that - if you would have known when you were up for the job that
you would have to be confirmed would you have been interested in the job?

Jones: | can tell you clearly, no.

Chairman Rennerfeldt: 1 there is not further opposition, I will close the hearing on SB 2377,
COMMITTEE WORK

Rep, Keiser: I move a Do Not Pass,

Rep. Nottestad: T second,

. Chairman Reunerfeldt: | have a motion for a Do Not Pass. s there any further discussion. [f not

call the roil,
MOTION FOR A DO NOT PASS
YES, 13 NO, 0

2 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING

CARRIED BY REP. KEISER
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GUBERNATORIAL APPOINTMENTS - SENATE CONFIRMATION

This memorandum identifies those gubernalorial
ippoiniments that are subjec! to Senate confirmation,
ne legal authority for Senate confirmation, and the
jualifications for the appointment.

BACKGROUND
Hislorically, the policy requiring Senate confirma-
ion of gubernatorial appoiniments in a state legisla-
ure tikely originated with requirements for Senate
pproval for presidential appoiniments in the United
tates Constitution. The Uniled Stales Constitution,
\riicle 2, Section 2, provides, in part:
(Hle shall nominate and, by and wilh the
advice and consent of the senate, shall
appoint ambassadors, other public ministers
and consuls, judges of the Supreme Court,
and all other officers of the United States
whose appointments are nol herein other-
wise provided for, and which shall be estab-
lished by law; but the Congress may by law
vesl the appointment of such inferior officers
as they think proper in the president alone,
in the courts of law, or in the heads of
departments.

APPOINTMENTS SUBJECT TO
SENATE CONFIRMATION
The appointments subject to Senate confirmation
n North Dakota are:
1, Stale Board of Higher Education.
2. Commissioner ¢f Banking and Financial
Institutions.
Securities Commissioner,
Direclor of Administrative Hearings.
Gaming Commission,
Soauthwestern Low-level Radioactive Waste
Compact Commission.

State Board of Higher Education

Under the Constitution of North Dakota Article VIil,
Section 6(2), the Governor is to appoint seven
nembers who are qualified electors and taxpayers of
he state and who have resided in this state for not
ess than five years immediately preceding their
appointment to the State Board of Higher Education.
lhe seven appointrents are subject to confirmation
»y the Senate. Except for the student member who is
ippointed as an eighth member of the board by the
Sovernor, no more than one person holding a bache-
or's degree from a particular institution under the
urisdiction of the State Board of Higher Education

may serve on the board al any cne time. Except for
the student member, no person employed by any insh-
tution under the control of the board may serve as a
member of the board, and no employee of any such
inslilution may be eligible for membership on the
board for a period of two years following termination of
employment. The Governor is to nominate from a list
of three names for each posilion, selected by action of
four of five persons--the President of the North Dakota
Education Association, the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Count, the Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion, the President Pro Tempore of the Senate, and
the Speaker of the House of Representatives. A
maember may not be appointed 1o serve for more than
two terms, and if a member is appointed to fill a
vacancy and serves two or more years of thal term,
the member is deemed to have served one full term.
The term of office is four years. The Senate confirma-
{ion requirement was In the original amendment to the
constitution which established the State Board of
Higher Education in 1938.

North Dakota Century Code (NDCC) Section
15-10-02 provides that the State Board of Higher
Education consists of elght members appointed by the
Governor in accordance with Sectton 6 of Arlicte VIl
of the Constitution of North Dakota.

Commissioner of Banking

and Financial institutions
Under NDCC Section 6-01-08, the Commissioner
of Banking and Financlal Institutions Is appointed by
the Governor and confirmed by the Senate. The term
of office Is four years and until a successor has been
appointed, confirmed by the Senate, and has
qualified. The commissioner must be a skilled

. accountant, and may not be an incumbent of any

other public office in the state or in any county,
municipality, or public institution thereof, and may not
own, hold, or control any stocks, capital, or bonds, or
hold the office of trustee, ~ssignee, officer, agent, or
employee of any financial institution under the
commissioner's jurisdiclion, or of any corporation
engaged in the business of guarantying or ensuring
the fidelity or faithful performance of the duties or the
solvency of public officers or of public depositaries.
This office has been subject to Senate confirmation
since it was established in 1893,

Securities Commissioner
Under NDCC Section 10-04-03, the Securities
Commissioner must be appointed by the Governor
and confirmed by the Senate. The term of office is
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four years and conlinues unti a successor has been
appointed, confirmed by the Senate, and has
qualified. The commigsioner must be skilled in securi-
lies and may not be an incumbent of any other public
office in the stale. The commigsioner may not own or
control any security required to be registered under
the securities laws chapter and may not be an officer,
direclor, or employee of any dealer, salesman, invest-
ment adviser, or investment adviser representalive
required to be registered under the securities laws
chapler. The commissioner has boen subject to
Senate confirmation since the office was crealed in
1951, When created, the Bunking Commissioner was
ex officio the Securities Commissioner. In 1959 the
law was changed lo authorize the Banking Commis-
sloner to appoint a special deputy as ex officio
Commissioner of Securities, and in 1961 thal special
deputy provision was eliminated and the Securitios
Commissioner was established as separate from the
banking department with qualifications simifar to that
of the Banking Commissioner.

Director of Administrative Hearlngs

Under NDCC Section 54-57-01, the Office of
Administrative Hearings I8 under the direction of the
Director of Administrative Hearings, who is appointed
by the Governor and confirmed by the Senate. The
term of office Is six years. The director must be free
of any association that would impair the director's
ability to function officlally in a fair and objective
manner. The director must be an attorney-at-law in
good standing, admitted to the Bar in this state, and
currently licensed by the State Bar Board. This office
has been subject to Senate confirmation since the
office was established in 1991.

A review of the legislative history of Senate Bill
No. 2234 (1991), which created the Office of Adminis-
trative Hearings, did not reveal any rationale for
requiring the director of the office to be appointed by
the Governor and confirmed by the Senate.

Gaming Commission

Under NDCC Section 53-06.1-01.1, the Gaming
Commission consists of the chairman and four other
members appointed by the Governor, with the consent
of the Senate. The term of office of each member is
three years and until a successor is appointed and
quatified. A person is ineligible for appointment to the
commission if that person has not been a resident of
this state for at least two years before the date of
appointment; If that person is not of such character
and reputation as to promote public confidence in the
administration of gaming in this state; If that person
has been convicted of a felony criminal offense or has
plead guilty or been found guilty of any violation of
Chapter 12.1-06, 12.1-08, 12.1-09, 12.1-10, 12.1-11,
12.1-12, 121-22, 12.1.23, 12.1-24, 12.1-28, 53-06.1,

February 20!

or 5§3-06.2, or has plead guilly or been found quilty
any violation of Section 6-08-16 or 6-08-16 2, or hi
plead guilly or been found guilty of any offense

violation that has a direct bearing on lhal person
fitness to be involved in gaming, or who hi
committed an equivalent offense or violation of
laws of another state or of the Unuied States; or if th
person has a financial interest in gaming. Commi
sion members have been subject to Senate confirm
tion since the commigsion was established in 1991,

The legisiation establishing the Gaming Commi
sion was Senate Bill No. 2001 (1991}, which was tl
appropriations bill for elected officials. The provisios
providing for the commission were added 10 the bill
conference commitiee on April 11, 1991, The pro
sions basically were the provisions of Senale B
No. 2065, which failed o pass the Senate on April
1991. Sonate Bill No. 2065 was recommended by Il
Legislative Council as the result of a study of cha
table gaming laws and rules by the interim Judicia
Committee. The minutes of the interim Judicia
Committee reveal the bill draft establishing ti
Gaming Commission was based on the law esta
lishing the Racing Commission, NDCC Sectit
53-06.2-02. At that time, the Racing Commissit
consisled of the chalrman and four olher membe
appointed by the Governor, with the consent of tl
Senate. The Interim committee minutes do not reve
any other discussion relating to Senate confirmation
Gaming Commission members. (In 1991 the Legisl
tive Assembly approved Senate Bill No. 2105, inti
duced at the request of the Governor, whi
eliminated the requirement of Senate confirmation
Racing Commission members.)

The only statements found In the standi
committee minutes concerning Senate Bill No. 20
which relate to Senale confirmation are from t
House Judiciary Committee meeting on March 6:

Ken Karls, Cystic Fibrosis Associa-
tion . . . We do not have a concern with
the make up of lhe commission. If the
commission becomes political it won't
serve anyone. It sounds good in theory
but we endorse a do not pass.

Rep. Milter: You are upset with the way
the members would be appointed. Do you
have a suggestion as to what you would
rather see?

Ken Karls: | don't have a specific
suggestion. | know that there are other
commissions for example where the
senate approves appointments.

Rep. Miller: But it says here, with the
consent of the senate. Do you feel that is
a safeguard?

Ken Karls: | think that is somewhat of a

safeguard.
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Southwestern Low-level Radioactive

Waste Disposal Compact Commission
iJnder NDCC Section 23-20.6-01, which adopls the
outhwestern Low-level Radioactive Waste Disposal
.ompact, a Southweslern Low-level Radioactive
vaste Commission is eslablished which consists of
ne voling member from each parly state to be

February 2001

appointed by the Governor and confrmed by the
Senate of thal party slate. The comrmission member
has been subject o Sgnale confirmation since the
compact was adopted in 1989, The last Senate
confirmation of an appotntee lo this commission was
in 1091, and it appears the commission 18 Inaclive
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My name 1is Lloyd Jones, former Director of the Game and Fish
Department., I appear before you today in total opposition to gB
2377, This bill is unneeded, unwarranted and brings politics into
hunting and fishing where it will do irreparable harm.

* What is the justification for this legislation?

-have gportsmen asked for this; clearly not.

-ig there a problem that needs fixing; no one has identified
one. |

-is this an attempt to create more government, exert more
political influence, or take a shot at the executive branch; it

certainly appears so,

* Why is the Game and Figh Department singled out? Being entirely a
sportsmen funded agency, with no tax dollars and one of the smallest,
why is just the Game and Fich Director in need of being Senate
confirmed? If passed, gportsmen of ND will view this as a direct
attempt to take political control of their programs. When we should
be moving towards less government, thig bill creates more. This may
well be the justification for sportsmen to take action to totally
remove the legislative or executive branches from control of the Game
and Fish budgets, regulations and selection of the Director,
Independent studies have concluded that a commission type structure
is the best for gportsmen, natural resource protection and the
effectiveness of all programs. Maybe its time for ND to go to less
political influence, not more and if passed this bill may well be the

impetus to do that.

*How does this bill negatively impact the sportsmen and the people of
ND?
-it creates more government and bureaucracy.
-gerves as a deterrent for qualified people to be interested in
public service jobs. I can give you first hand testimony that

this is true.
-provides for more special interest influence into cabinet

appointments.
-creates more work for legislators, another consuming and

.

debatable issue to be addressed and another opportunity I:r more
partisan politics all detracting from important issues.

*How does this bill help the sportsmen and the people of ND?
-it doesn’t in any way, shape, or form. How can more government
or more politics be good for anyone, any program or any

department.

Think carefully if you want to make more government, inject more
politics into game and fish management and make public service more
difficult than it already is. Some very important and intelligent
person with a grasp of politics, economies and human behavior once
said, "if it ain’t broke you’re only going to create more work and
problems trying to fix it". I’m confident that is good advise for

this legislation.

Thank you for this opportunity to oppose SB 2377.
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wey [North Dakota Chapter

w1 THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY

P.O. BOX 1442 » BISMARCK, ND 68602

TESTIMONY OF BILL PFEIFFR
NORTH DAKOTA CHAPTER OF THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY
PRESENTED TO THE HOUSE NATURAL RESOURCE COMMITTEE
ON SB 2377, March 8, 2001

MR. CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE:

I'm Bill Pfeifer representing the North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife
Socicty. The Wildiife Society strongly opposes SB 2377,

This Bill, if passed, would require the Senate to confirm the governor’s
sclection of the Game and Fish director. Presently, the director is appointed,
without the need of confirmation, the same as the other agency dircctors,

Dircctors are normally selected after a scarching process in which candidates
arc screened by individuals who have training and expertise in judging the
knowledge and abilities of the candidate, All candidates must, of course, have a

business and personnel management background,

Background knowledge by the individual sclected for Game and Fish

director position must, however, have thorough knowledge and experience in the

natural resource field, with emphasis on biology, zoology, or wildlifc management.
The governor then makes the sclection from a panel recommendation,

Requiring Senate confirmation would result in a political selection, not
necessarily a biological selection, Wildlife is controlled by Mother Nature, it is

only influenced by wildlife managers. Removing the best natural resource

. quaﬁﬁed candidate and replacing with a lesser qualified political individual is a




bad decision. Senate confirmation could hardly be made with wildlife
management background. The selected director candidate would likely be
subjected to making political promises and commitments to help assure
confirmation. Don’t force the sclected candidate to Manage our natural resources
with one hand tied behind his or her back. Leave well enough alone,

The Game and Fish director must make wildlife management decisions and
then be prepared to explain these decisions to the public. Let the professional do

the job the person was selected for.,

The Wildlife Society requests the selection process remain as presently

exists and further requests a DO NOT PASS on SB 2377,
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Good Moiiiilig. My aiite > Nevii Leclaiid for e ast 8 veais [ luave becii the Goveiniient wiid
Conservation Director for the North Dakota Bowhunters Associabon. ‘Today i North Dakota there

are approxmitly 10,000 bowhunters,  Dunng this Lime our organizadion has worked closley witly three
diferent Game and Fish Directors, Director Loyd Jones, Director KL, Cooland the curent Director Dean
Hildebrand. The Game and Fish Department’s s totally fimded by the the sportsmen and spottswomen
purchasing theu hunting and lishing lrcenses See theee 1s 1o fax dollios bemg used there s no

teason to for more polibes al the departinent Duinigg vt asacviation with the Gatne and Fish Departinent
they have done a great jobh in provichng all sportsmen oppartimties to enjoy the North Dakota

outdoors. We feel that S8 2377 is an aftempt (o mireromumage a agencey that's working great today

We strongly urge you to oppose SB2377 Thank you tor this opportinity




