FISCAL NOTE

Requested by Legislative Council
01/30/2001

Bill/Resolution No.: SB 2446

Amendment to:

1A. State fiscal effect: Identify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to
funding levels and appropriations anticipated under current law.

1999-2001 Biennium 2001-2003 Biennium 2003-2005 Biennium
General Other Funds  General Other Funds  General Other Funds
Fund Fund Fund
Revenues
Expenditures $13,114 $13,114
Appropriations $13,114 $13,114

1B. County, city, and school district fiscal effect: Identify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political subdivision.

1999-2001 Biennium 2001-2003 Biennium 2003-2005 Biennium
School School School
Counties Cities Districts Counties Cities Districts Counties Cities Districts
$1,350 $1,350

2. Narrative: Identify the aspects of the measure which cause fiscal impact and include any comments relevant to
your analysis.

The bill requires that risk assessments be conducted on al sexud offenders who are required to register under
section 12.1-32-15. The risk assessments would be accomplished according to guidelines developed by the
Attorney General. It ispresumed that a standard, tested assessment tool would be used, and can be acquired at
little or no cost. Currently, some use has been made, in North Dakota, of an assessment tool developed by the
State of Minnesota called the Minnesota Sex Offender Screening Test - Revised (MNSOST-R). It isassumed at
this point that thisis the assessment tool that would be officialy adopted. There was no cost to acquire the
MNSOST-R.

Risk assessments would involve two essential components: collecting the necessary information from various
sources, and applying that information to the assessment tool. The process would closely resemble that of
conducting a Presentence Investigation (PS1), which is generally accomplished by the DOCR, Field Services
Divigon, ether usng their saff or contracting for the service. When that activity is contracted, the normal contract
pricefor aPSl is $75.

It is estimated that for the 2001-03 biennium North Dakota will add approximately 180 new offendersto its
regigration list. Assuming acost of $75 for each risk assessment, the cost of conducting risk assessments will be
approximately $13,500. It isfurther assumed that approximately 60 percent of the risk assessments will occur
within the purview of the DOCR, 30 percent by the Attorney Generd, and 10 percent within the scope of juvenile
court activities. Given that assumption, the costs will be divided accordingly:



60% DOCR $ 8,100

30% Attorney General 4,050

10%  Juvenile Courts 1,350
Total  $13,500

The Bureau of Crimind Investigation Divison of the Office of Attorney Generd will dso require two additiond file
cabinets to accommodate the risk assessment documents for approximately 1,100 registered offenders. Estimated
cost for file cabinets is $964.

Other Costs

For the 1999-01 biennium, the BCI acquired two federa grants for the purpose of enhancing the offender
registration program. The first, for $217,305, was used to rewrite the computer program largely for the purpose of
participating in the Nationd Sex Offender Registration (NSOR) program cregted by the Pam Lychner Tracking and
Identification ACT of 1996. These funds were dso used to modify the State Radio Communications message
switch to alow for transmission of North Dakota regigtration data to the FBI, Nationd Crime Information Center
(NCIC) regigration database. These funds are aso anticipated to cover the cost of conducting risk assessments on
the 926 offenders who are currently registered. In addition, NDCC section 54-12-22 requires the Attorney
Generd to provide access to regigtration information by law enforcement through reference to driver's license
number or number plate characters. These funds are being used to cover unanticipated costs for accomplishing that
mandate, including additiona modifications to the State Radio Communications switch. SB2446 is dependent on
these prior activities and funding for the efficient handling and reporting of risk assessment information for individua
offenders and for making public disclosure of high risk offenders, on the internet, a possbility.

The second grant, for $108,000, is specificaly targeted a developing an offender registration web sSite capability.
It includes programming to link the regigtration software to the web Site, ensuring that the web Ste information is as
current as possible, and dlowing for scanning of offender picturesinto that ste. Software, programming, and
equipment required by SB2446 are covered by this previoudy acquired federa grant.

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:
A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and fund
affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.

None

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line
item, and fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

Risk assessments, under contract, have been estimated to cost $75. With 180 assessments anticipated for the



biennium, and assessments initiated from three sources, the expenditures estimated for each of those sources are as
follows

DOCR
Risk Assessments 108@%75 each = $8,100

Attorney Generd

Risk Assessments 54@%$75 each= $4,050

File Cabinets 2@$482each=% 964

$5,014 State Total  $13,114
Juvenile Courts
Risk Assessments 18@$75each= $1,350 County Tota $ 1,350

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, of the effect on the
biennial appropriation for each agency and fund affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.
Indicate the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations.

The executive budget for 2001-03 does not include an appropriation for these expenditures. Counties have not
anticipated this expense.
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