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2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. HB 1223

House Natural Resources Committee
Q Conference Committee 1
Hearing Date Jenuary 23, 2003
Tape Numiber Side A "Side B Meter #
3 XX 0-4500
—- “

Committee Clerk Signature Q@ /g,_ -
Minutes: )
Chair Nelson calied the meeting to order.

O

Rep. Porter: Introduced HB 1223 relating to the opening date of pheasant season and the

e etk S s

hunting of pheasants on certain lands in the state. (See Attached Testimony)

Lanceford Johnson: Restaurant and lounge owner. Testified in favor of HB 1223, There will

be a Pheasant capital of the world. We could be the place. This will be based on the attitudes of
the people in the area.

Chair Nelson: In the Mott area the residents would get preferential treatment the 1st week,
What is the attitude of the Mott area in this?

Lance Johnson: There will some be concerns over resident hunting.

Rep. Clark: How does this affect your business?

Lance Johnson: It will have an impact. 20% of my business happens in the first week., 60%

: ) between October and December,
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Page 2 ,
House Natural Resources Committee
Bill/Resolution Number 1223

N Hearing Date January 23, 2003

Dan Vodde: Tastified on behalf of HB 1223, Rather have a one license policy like HB 1353,
but this bill would be a good comproniise.
Rep. Norland: How do you find the hens in the first week?
Dan Vodde: They look very differently in the opener.
Rep. Norland: The birds grow a lot in that week,
Bill Pfifer: ND wildlife Society. Testified against parts of HB 1223. (See Attached
Testimony). Proposed an amendment.
Rep. Porter: Explained that the changss would move the opctier very little.
Chair Nelson: What is you objection on a biological basis?
O Bill Pfifer: The problem is the date is picked out of the sky to correlate with the federal,

Harold Neaumeyer: Cass County Wildlife Club. (See Attached Testimony).

Mike Donshue: Testified against HB 1223, The problem is the decisions have been made on

this issue based on hanging a dollar sign on the resource. We thought this matter had been

settled last year in the govemors oftice. We are disturbed by this.

Chair Nelson: The legislature never had a part in that, This is the first time this has come up. It
is not the intent of this coinmittee to hang a dollar sign on the resource. I thought your

organization wanted recognition for resident hunters.

e e

Chair Nelson adjourned the meeting.
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O Chair Nelson reopened HB 1223,
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2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

BILL/RESOLUTION NO, 1223
House Natural Resources Committee

D Conference Committoe

Hearing Date January 30, 2003

Tape Number | Side A | Side B Meter #
1 2806-3375

Rep. Porter introduced an amendment seconded by Rep. DeKrey. Passed by voice vote.

Rep. Porter motioned for a do pass with amendments on HB 1223 seconded by Rep. Clark.

The Motion carries by a vote of 9-2-3. Rep. DeKrey will carry.
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FISCAL NOTE
f'\., Requested by Legislative Council

03/31/2003
? Ameandment to: HB 1223

1A, State fiscal effect: /dentily the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to
funding levels and appropriations anticipated under current law.

2001-2003 Blennium 2003-2008 Biennlum 2005-2007 Biennlum
General |Other Funds| General |Other Funds| General |Other Funds
Fund Fund Fund
Revenues
i Expendituras
5 Appropriations
1B. County, city, and school district fiscal effect: Ident/fy the fiscal effect on the appropriate political subdivision.
2001-2003 Biennlum 2003-2005 Biennium 2005-2007 SBiennium
School School School
Countles Cltles Districts | Countles Cltles Districts | Counties Citles Districts

2. Nazcative: Identify the aspects of the measure which cause fiscal impact and include any comments relevant to
your analysis.

No significant fiscal impact Is anticlpated.

i ) 3. State fiscal offect detall: For information shown under state fisnal effect in 1A, please:
' A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detall, when appropriate, for each revenue type and

fund affected and any amounts included In the execulive budget.

E. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, ior each agency, line
item, and fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detall, when appropriate, of the effect on
the blennial appropriation for each agency and fund affected and any amounts included In the executive
budget. Indicate the relationship betwsen the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations.

Name: Paul T. Schadewald IAgancy: ND Game and Fish Depariment
IPhone Number: 328-6328 [Date Prepared:  03/31/2003 . 1
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~ FISCAL NOTE |
/ Requested by Legisiative Council
03/26/2003
Amendment to: HB 1223

1A. State fiscal effect: /dentify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to
funding levels and appropriations anticipated under curment law.

2001-2003 Biennium 2003-2005 Biennium 2005-2007 Blennium
General |Other Funds| General [Other Funds| General |[Other Funds :
Fund Fund Fund
Revenues ?
Expenditures f
Appropriations ’
1B. County, city, and school district fiscal effect: /dentify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political subdivision.
2001-2003 Biennlum 2003-2003 Blennium 2005-2007 Biennlum
School School School
Countles Citles Districts | Counties Cities Districts | Countles Clties Distriots

2, Narrativa: Identify the aspects of the measure which cause fiscal Impact and includa any comments relevant to
your analysis.

No significant fiscal impact Is anticipated.

! | 3. State fiscal effect detall: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:
Rl A. Revenues: Expiain the revenue amounts. Provide detall, when appropriate, fcr each revenue type and

fund affected and any amounts included In the executive budget.

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts, Provide detall, when appropriate, for each agency, line
item, and fund affected and the number of FTE posttions affected.

i o e 5 1 i St i St A OVl

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, of the effect on
the blennial appropriation for each agency and fund affected and any amounts included in the executive
budget. Indicate the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations.

ame: Paul T, Schadewald gency: ND Game and Fish Departriient
hone Number: 328-6328 ate Prepared: 03/31/2003
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Amendment to:

HB 1223

FISCAL NOTE

Requested by Legislative Council
02/04/2003

1A. State fiscal effect: /dentify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to

funding levels and

Jations anticipated under current law.

2001-2003 Blennium

2003-2008 Blennium

2008-2007 Blennlum

General
Fund

Other Funds

General
Fund

Other Funds

General
Fund

Other Funds |

Revenues

Expenditures

Appropriations

1B. County, city, and school district fiscal effect:

Identify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political subdivision.

2001-2003 Biennium

2003-2005 Blennium

2005-2007 Blennium

Counties

_Clties

School
Districts

Counties

Cities

School
Distriots

Countles

Citles

School
Districts

2. Narvative: [dentify the aspects of the measuire which cause fiscal impact and include any comments relevant to

your analysis.

No significant fiscal impact is anticipated.

3. State fiscal effect detail; For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please.
A. Revanues: Explain the revenue amounts, Provide detail, when appmpﬂate for each revenus type and
fund affected and any amounts Included in the exscutive budget.

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detall, whan appropriate, for each agency, line
item, and fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detall, when appropriate, of the effect on
the blennlal appropriation for each agency and fund affected and any amounts included in the executive

budget. Indicate the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures an4 appropiations.

Name:

Paul Schadewald

Agency:

ND Game and Fish Department

Phone Number:

328-6328

Date Prepared:

02/04/2003
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“~ | FISCAL NOTE

! Requested by Legisiative Councl
‘ 01/13/2003

Bill/Resolution No.. HB 1223

1A. State fiscal effect: /dentify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared fo
funding levels and appropniations anticipated under current law. ‘

2001-2003 Blennium 2003-2005 Biennium 2005-2007 Blennlum
General |Other Funds| General |Other Funds| General |(Other Funds
Fund Fund Fund
Revenues . -
Expenditures
Appropriations )
18. County, city, and school district fiscal effect: identify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political subdivision.
| 2001-2003 Blennium 2003-2005 Blennium 2005-2007 Blennium
School School School

Countles Citles Districts | Counties Clities Districts | Counties Citles Districts

o

2. Narrative: /Identiy the aspects of the measure which cause fiscal impact and Include any comments relevant to
your analysis.

”j No significant fiscal impact is anticipated.

"~ 3. State fiscal effect detall: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:

A. Revenues: ECxplain the revenue amounts. Provide datail, when appropriate, f-r each revenue type and
fund affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line
tem, and fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detall, when appropriate, of the effect on
the blennial appropriation for each agency and fund affected and any amounts Included In the executive
bucipet. Indicate tha relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropnations.

IName: Paul Schadewald gency: ND Game and Fish Department
[Phone Number: 328-6328 Date Prepared: 01/13/2003
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30226.0201

Title.0300
ég%,o'g .t:y the Nalural Resources

N January 30, 2003
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO, 1223

P,
age 1, line 7, repiace "begins" with "may not open eavlier than“

Page 1, e 8, repiace s
' ' turday im
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Date: /
™ Roll Call wﬁ # |

BILL/RESOLUTIONNO. {]2.]

House  Housc Natural Resources

iz

2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES |

Committee

D Check here for Conference Committee

Legislative Council Amendment Number

Action Taken _ VD , LPA) _!w "’M

Motion Made By f orttr Seconded By _ ( /g_(rl[

Representatives ‘No Representatives

Yes | No

Chairman Jon O. Nelson

Vice-Chairman Todd Porter

Rep. Byron Clark

Rep. Duane DeKrey

Rep. David Drovdal
o Rep. Lyle Hanson

Rep. Bob Hunskor

Rep. Dennis Johnson

Rep. George Keiser

Rep. Scott Kelsh

W NSSSNNSE

Rep. Frank Klein

Rep. Mike Norland

S

Rep. Darrell Nottestad

Rep. Dorvan Solber

N

Tota)  (Yes) ‘j No
Absent —2

Floor Assignment 0 e f_fr ( b

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: HR-20-1504

February 3, 2003 10:00 a.m. Carrier:
insert LC; 30226.0201 Title: .

REPORT OF STANDING couurrrza
HB 1223: Natural Resources Committes (Rep. Nelson, Chalrman) recommends
AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and whenh 80 amencfod racommends DO PASS
(9 YEAS, 2 NAYS, 3 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING)., HB 1223 was placed on the Sixth
order on the calendar.

Page 1, line 7, replace "begins" with “may not open earlier than®
Page 1, line 8, replace “Saturday lmmodlate!y foliowing the opening of duck season® with " first

Satumy of October of any given year"
Renumber accordingly
{2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 HR-20-1504
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. HB 1223
Senate Natural Resources Committee
Q Conference Committee
Hearing Date 3-13-03

Meter # !
27.2 - end ,
000 - 2;9

Tape Number

1
2

Committee Clerk Signature

Minutes:
/-\ Senator Thomas Fischer, Chairman of the Senate Natural Resources Committee opened the

" hearing on HB 1223 relating to the opening date of pheasant season and the hunting of pheasants
on certain lands in the state,

All members of the committee were present.

Representative Todd Porter sponsor of HB 1223 presented the bill stating he had constituents
contact him stating they were unhappy with the way things tumed out for the opening of

pheasant season feeling they were penalized because they do not hunt ducks. He stated the bill

was not in best form and presented amendments to fix it (See attached). The intent of the HB

i 1223 is to open the pheasant season as eatly as October 1st in any given year as long as it does
’ not conflict with the opening of duck season. This is important to the North Dakota Game & Fish

Department as well as the people who do not want the openings on the same weekend. (See

o P R ST

i

j
f

J attached testimony and amendment). He also presented a print out of opening days of pheasant i
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Page 2 i
Senate Natural Resources Committee [
Bill/Resolution Number HB 1223 |

, Hearing Date 3-13-03 ,
~

season (See attached), He also presented to the committee written testimony from Lawsford
Johnson of Mott, ND ( See attached).

Harold Neameyer representing the Cass County Wildlife Club testified in support of HB 1223
(See attached Testimony).

Pat Candrian of the Cannonball Company (40.9) testified in support of HB 1223 stating he felt 5
HB 1223 was a win-win bill for the state of North Dakota.

Bill Phelfer representing the North Dakota Clujater of the Wildlife Society testiﬁ_ed in support of
HB 1223 but is reluctant to have the state legislature set regulations and season opening dates. He
thinks the Game & Fish Department using their best biological reasons should decide the dates.
Dean Hildebrand, (45.7) Director of the North Dakota Game & Fish Department stated the

department was in support of HB 1223.

O

Mike Donahue presenting the North Dakota Wildlife Federation and the United Sportsmen Club

of North Dakota testified in opposition to HB 1223 (See attached testimony). He also presented a
list of signatures of some 600 hunters opposed to early pheasant season opener (see attached).
David Munsch testified in opposition HB 1223 stating he thinks the bill is discriminatory
against non residents who pay a higher fee.

There was no neutral testimony on HB 1223.

Sensator Ben Tollefson, Vice Chairman of the committee closed the hearing on HB 1223.
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. HB 1223
Senate Natural Resources Committee
Q Conference Committee
Hearing Date 3-14-03 Disoussion and Action

Tape Number Side A Side B Meter #
1 X 17.2-23.5
N\
Committee Clerk Signature
Minutes:

All members of the committee were present.
Discussion was held regarding the concems of some of the members of the committee that if the

North Dakota Game & Fish Department should be told when a season should be opened. The
decisions should be made by the Game & Fish who will use biological science.
Senator Ben Tollefson made a motion for a Do Not Pass of HB 1223,

Senator Michael Every second the motion.
Discussion was held as to whether the amendment should be added before it is presented to the

floor.
The motions were withdrawn,
Senator Tollefson made a motion to accept the amendment #30226.0301, 4
™\ Senator Every second the motion. “{g
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Page 2

Senate Natural Resources Committee
Bill/Resolution Number HB 1223
Hearing Date 3-14-03

Roll call vote # 1 was taken indicating 7 YEAS, 0 NAYS AND 0 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING.
Senator Tollefson made a 1a0tion for 8 Do Not Pass as amended of HB 1223,

Senator Every second the motion.
Roll call vote # 2 was taken indicating 7 YEAS, 0 NAYS AND 0 ABSENT OR NOT VOTING.

Senator Layton Freborg will carry HB 1223,
Senator Fischer closed the discussion on HB 1223,
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. HB 1223
Senate Natural Resources Committee
Q Conference Committce
Hearing Date 3-21-03 Reconsideration and Action

Tape Number Side A . Side B Meter #
1 - X 30.0 - end
A
Committee Clerk Signature (_

Minutes:

'D Senator Ben Tollefson opened the discussion on HB 1223,

All members of the committee were present except Senator Michael Every.
Senstor Thomas Fischer made a motion to reconsider the action on HB 1223,

Senator Stanley Lyson second the motion.
A voice vote was taken indicating acceptance of the motion.

Senator Fischer made a motion for Do Pass as Amended of HB 1223,
Senator Lyson second the motion,

Discussion was held as to Section 1 and who should decide these issues, the Game & Fish

Department or the Legislature. Should the legislators empower themselves as politicians to
become the biologists for the Game & Fish Department.
Roll call vote #2 was taken indicating 4 YEAS, 2 NAYS AND 1 ABSENT OR NOR VOTING.

1 }  Senator Freborg will carry HB 1223.
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL NO. 1223
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‘ _
; Page 1, line 7, after the boldfaced period insert “The open ason on pheasant and
, the open or lawful seaso! on duck may not commaornoofa owo:utL? samo‘\)wneekond.' t

23

Page 1, line B, replace “on" with "and the season may not commence earlier than"
Renumber accordingly
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Roll Call Vote #: )

2003 SENATF, STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES

BILL/RESOLUTIONNO. /5 >4, |

Senate  Senate Natural Resources Commiittee

Check here for Conference Committee

Legislative Council Amendment Number

. DD 220 . )30¢

Action Taken

* A
Motion Made By ’)'()-@Q’{.,. Seconded By &w%_ B

Senators
Senator Michael A. Every
Senator Joel C, Heitkamp

Senators
Senator Thomas Fischer
Senator Ben Tollefson
Senator Layton Freborg
Senator Stanley W. Lyson
Senator John T, Traynor

Floor Assignment

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES
BILL/RESOLUTIONNO. /553

Senate _Senate Natural Resources Committee

D Check here for Conference Committee

Legislative Council Amendment Number

Action Taken Do }JO b P &&S__aé_ﬁnzmﬁﬁ/

Motion Made By ’ro-(’ Qég Seconded By ggﬁg' >

Senators Yes, | No Senators Yes | No §

Senator Thomas Fischer v Senator Michael A. Every 5_ L :’

Senator Ben Tollefson d Senator Joel C. Heitkamp ;

Senator Layton Freborg _ v ]

Senator Stanley W. Lyson o ‘

‘Q Senator John T. Traynor yd /
!

Total  (Yes) | ) No 9,

Absent
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If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:

R ‘“‘ Y SRPONE
tnfw""' ”‘ w.mr& !m tut-

e records dt\lwml to nodtrn rican Nationel st

re accurate rw“gifpmu. meets ttmd:.l“:: m:“:‘,‘,‘?:., 17 1s due to the quality of

his filme .
m-iemr-ﬂi“ imeges °“t course of business. The photod i lm Legible
were #1lmed image shove
L g tval m Mercﬂl\l. NOTICE: 1f the Kalod

for arch
m being m ; s Sbmm T oate

Operator’s Signature

% 4

o



Date: 3’3/’4‘3 f

Roll Call Vote #: ! f
|
2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES
BILL/RESOLUTIONNO, /3> |
] Senate  Senate Natural Resources Committe
! D Check here for Conference Committee
Legislative Council Amendment Number
Aoction Taken mne CI/ML&[
g z
Motion Made By ’F( QAM-/ Secondcd By )A?M ‘!
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: SR-51-8423 i
March 21, 2003 12:43 p.m, Carrlor: F I

insert LC: 30220.0301 Title: .

R!Pom‘ OF STANDING COMMITTEE
f } HB 1223, as : Natural Reesources Committee (Sen. Fischer, Chairman)
‘ recomm AM!NDM!NTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends
DO PASS (4 YEAS, 2 NAYS, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). Enqrossod HB 1223
was placed on the Sixth order on the calendar.

Page 1, line 7, after the boldfaced period insert *The open or lawful season on pheasant and
theopenorlawtul season on duck may not commence on the same weekend."

Page 1, lire 8, replace “on" with "and the season may not commence earlier than"
Renumber accordingly
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2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

BILL/RESOLUTION NO, 1223

House Natural Resources Committee

W Conference Committeo |
| Hearing Date April 8, 2003 }
Tape Number Side A Side B Meter #
| i xx 469-1956
| Committes ek Signatwe (76t

Minutes:

’” N Chalr Porter opens the conference committee on HB 1223,
B Sen. Fischer: The bill was fine until the Heitkamp buzz saw went through it.
Rep. Porter: The sponsors want an all or nothing concept, The tradeoff was section 1. Itisa

good compromise.
Sen. Flacher; Heitkamp’s objection was that this is a game an: :ish issue. It should be

regulated by game and fish. I disagree with that. Game and Fish will not do it unless there is

legislative push behind it.

‘ Rep. Porter: Some might view this as micro managing but this has become such a kot political y
| issue that no one will ever touch it again. This will be a detriment to all. It is our responsibility t
| to settle this. We are tying to find a middle ground on this |

|
|
Rep. Hanson: If we have a late duck season, the pheasant season could start earlier. }
!

L ") Rep. Porter: They cannot conlict on dates.
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Page 2 |
House Natural Resources Committee
Bill/Resolution Number 1223

™ Hearing Date Apeil 8, 2003

< Sem, Tollefson: Some have brought up the maturity of the bird. If you don’t know what you are

shooting at don’t shoot.
The Senate recedes from the Amendment.
Sen. Tollefson moves the original amendment, Sen. Fischer seconds it. The amendment
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REPORT OF CONPFERENCE COMMITTEE (420) Module No: SR-85-7482
April 11, 2003 11:04 a.m.
eert LC: 30226.0303

REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
HB 1223, as engrossed: Your conference committee (Sens. Fiacher, Tollefson, Every aind
Reps. Porter, F. Klein, Hanson) recommeiids that the SENATE RECEDE from the
Senate amendments on HJ page 1108, adopt amendments as follows, and place
HB 1223 on the Seventh order:

That the Senate recede from its amendments as printed on page 1108 of the House Joumal

fao‘ngx:ge 871 of the Senate Journal and that Engrossed House Bill No. 1223 be amended as

Fage 1, line 7, after the boldfaced period Insert “The open or lawful season on pheasant and
the open or lawful season on duck may not commence on the same weekend."

Page 1, line 8, raplace "on" with "and tha season may not commence eariier than"

Renumber accordingly

Engrossed HB 1223 was placed on the Seventh order of business on the catendar.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE -
N REPRESENTATIVE JON NELSON, CHAIRMAN ]
o JANUARY 23, 2003 !

TESTIMONY BY
REPRESENTATIVE TODD PORTER

IN SUPPORT OF HB1223
Chairman Nelson and members of the Natural Resources Committee my name is Todd Porter,
Representative from District 34 in Mandan, I stand before you in favor of HB1223.

HB 1223 would accomplish two things in regards to pheasant hunting in North Dakota.
In section 1 of the bill pheasant season would be opened the weck after the opening of duck
scason, In most years this would mean the second Saturday in October. As the calendar moves, ‘
overy 4th year the seass :vould open on the first Saturday in October. I realize that there is |
,D conoer over this issue tying the opening date to the duck season as this has moved receatly, I 2
| would not object to an amendment that would allow the opening no earlier than the first Saturday
in October as long as that date doesn’t conflict with another season opencr.

During the last interim there was plenty of discussion regarding a game and fish policy changs

that would have opened pheasant season one week earlier this year. I want to recap a couple of
the arguments:

1. There was no public process used to determine the policy change.

2. Thete is a biologic concern that the rooster color hasn’t changed.
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,fw pheasant hunting. I have heard from a number of my constituents and I also feel that in those

\D land without the premise of private property rights issues.

e

The legislative process is certainly the right venue to decide policy change. This is the
representative form of government and it is our responsibility to make informed decisions on the
policies of North Dakota and their impact upon the state,

The biology concerns that an individual would potential shoot a hen because some of the later
hatched roosters won’t have their colors is absurd, I start hunting grouse and partridge in arcas
where pheasants also live. I don’t shoot every bird my dog points at. Ihave to be responsible in
making sure that I identify every bird or animal I shoot at prior to pulling the trigger.

There has been comment out on the hunting web sites that I must have sold out to the outfitters

- S e

and fee hunter operations. 1 want to set the record straight. I supported the ND Game and Fish
position from the first time I talked with Commissioner Hildebrandt regarding an extra week of

years when there is extra time between opening seasons there is no reason that I am not out
hunting pheasants. To those who made the statements regarding “selling out”, I can only respond
that [ am committed to enhancing a promoting hunting throughout ND and I understand
compromise in order to better everyone’s opportunity to enjoy our great outdoors.

Section 2 of the bill addresses concerns that I have heard regarding access. I think when you
look at hunting in North Dakota, access is always the topic of conversation. Hunting leases are
becoming more common as is out right purchase of land for the purpose of hunting. By allowing
resident ouly access the first week of pheasant season every year you are making a policy change
that enhances access to our resident hunters and allows them the use of our public land and plots
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When you look at hunting in ND and access during the seasons you have to remember that
landowners control this sport, Times have changed and with those changes has come access
concerns that we are going to address in other bifls, I will tell you that private landowners also
control the opening date of all hunting seasons on the majority of land in ND by allowing access
to their property. In essence all this bill would do is allow an earlier opening date on public land
and plots Jand.

Mr. Chairman and committee members I know that there will be opposition to this measure today
presented by resident hunters, I ask that you consider this bill as a package with section 1 and 2
and consider it as a compromise as not all resident hunters are opposed to the concept and not all

/'> landowners are in favor of this concept.

I would be happy to answer any questions you may have.
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wts| North Dakota Chapter
Rhade
=

x| THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY

P.O. BOX 1442 « BISMARCK, ND 68502

TESTIMONY OF BILL PFEIFER
NORTH DAKOTA CHAPTER OF THE WILDIIFE SOCIETY
PRESENTED TO THE HOUSE NATURAL RESOURCE COMMITTEE
ON HB 1223, JANUARY 23, 2003

MR. CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE:
I'm Bill Pfeifer speaking on behalf of the North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife

Society. The Wildlife Society opposes Section 1 of HB 1223,

Decisions involving the management of fish and wildlife in North Dakota,
including the setting of any seasons, should remain the responsibility of tl. : game and fish
department. Management of any species involves many factors including biology,
habitat, landowner tolerance, and economics. Collectively, these factors provide the
necessary information to determine if, and when, any harvest season should occur. The
game and fish department is the most knowledgeable in gathering and assembling the
necessary data and then determining the best management plan.

Flexibility is a key management factor and can be provided by proclamation;
legislation loses this flexibility due to the lag time in the process.

There are many flaws of basing the opening of a pheasant season upon the opening
of a duck season, There is no cotrelation; one is migratory, and the other is not. The
duck season opener is based within certain parameters depending upon a set of conditions
in the flyway.

The opening of a duck season is not annouwiiced until August due to gathering

northern flyway information, This late announcvment shorteis sche(!%es ‘f{? Elanni% bt
vacations, guide and travel reservations, and application for licenses, ,TKé heasant

season opener can be provided much earlier through proclamation thereby facilitating

N i i i 5 A Wbins it v, e e o e
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travel arrangements.
The legislature should not be in the business of wildlife management, therefore

The Wildlife Society opposes that portion of HB 1223 which involves setting the opening
of the pheasant season.

Dedicated to the wise use of all natural resources
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. 30226.0200

Fifty-eighth
Legisiative Assembly HOUSE BILL NO. 1223
of North Dakota |

introduced by
Representative Porter
Senators Cook, Trenbeath

A BILL for an Act to create and enact anew-8ection-lo-chapter-ad.1-04-and-a new seation to

chapter 20.1-08 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to the epening-dute-otphaasant
soasen-and-the hunting of pheasants on certain lands In the state.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1. Arnew-soctien-o-ehapier£6:+-04-oi-the-liorth-Baketa-Gentury-Gode-o-

6' ~oreated-and-onactod-as-followe:

7

9

10
"
12
13
14

the micrographic {meges on this

re 11imed $n the cagular course of business.
.(‘:Nﬂ) for archival microfilm. NOTICEs 1f the filmed image

~OEGHON-2:- A new section to chapter 20.1-08 of the North Dakota Century Code is

created and enacted as follows: .
Small game proclamation - Pheasants. The governot, in the governor's proclamation,

shall prohibit a nonresident from hunting for the first seven days of the pheasant season on land
owned or private land enrolled by the department for the purposes of hunting or on land for
which the department pays in lieu of tax payments.
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Cass County
WILDLIFE CLUB

Box 336
Casselton, ND 58012

TESTIMONY OF HAROLD NEAMEYER
CASS COUNTY WILDLIFE CLUB
PRESENTED TO THE HOUSE NATURAL RESOURCE COMMITTEE
ON HB 1223, JANUARY 23, 2003 ‘

Mr. Chairman and qubers of the Committee;

I am Harold Neameyer speaking on behalf of the Cass County
Wildlife Club. The Cass County Wildlife Club is opposed to HB 1223
Section 1, relating to the pheasant opener. It would be a more stable system
~N if we lived by the system prior to 2002.
“/ We are in support of Section 2 that allows residents to hunt state
controlled land. This should benefit resident youth and their families by
reducing the pressure on these areas. Many residents have nowhere else to }

hunt but state lands.
HB 1223 would have better served our desires if it had been presented as |

two separate bills.
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SENATE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE
SENATOR TOM FISCHER, CHAIRMAN
JANUARY 23, 2003

TESTIMONY BY
REPRESENTATIVE TODD PORTER

IN SUPPORT OF HB 1223
Chairman Fischer and members of the Natural Resources Committee my name is Todd Porter,

Representative from District 34 in Mandan. I stand before you in favor of HB1223,

HB 1223 would accomplish two things in regards to pheasant hunting in North Dakota,

In section 1 of the bill pheasant season would be opened the week after the opening of duck
season. In most years this would mean the second Saturday in October. As the calendar moves,
gvery 4th year the season would open on the first Saturday in October. I realize that there is
concern over this issue tying the opening date to the duck season as this has moved recently. 1
am offering an amendment that would allow the opening no earlier than the first Saturday in
October as long as that date doesn’t conflict with another season opener and I have brought with
an amendment to further clarify the date,

The first effect of this bill would be in 2006. The opening date for pheasant season would be 1
day earlier than in 2005. In 2007, the opening date would be 1 day earlier than in 2006. In 2008

the date would again be the second weekend of October.

tions of records dativered to Modern Information Systems
were filmed In the ragular course of business. The photographic process meets standerds of the Awerfcan mm':{.:fﬁ?&":‘mfeﬁ
WOYICE: If the filmed image above fs less logible than this Notice, it {s due to the quality of the

t being #1imed, l
Operator’s s,mtun & \r L ¥ l&to



;l
75

During the last interim there was plenty of discussion regarding a game and fish polioy change
that would have opened pheasant season one week eatlier this year. I want to recap a couple of
the arguments:

1. There was no public process used to determine the policy change.

2, There is a biologio concern that the rooster color hasn't changed.

The legislative process is certainly the right venue to decide policy change. This is the
representative form of government and it is our responsibility to make informed decisions on the
policies of North Dakota and their impact upon the state, ‘
The biology concerns that an individual would potential shoot a hen because some of the later }
hatched roosters won't have their colors is absurd. I start hunting grouse and partridge in areas
‘/w | where pheasants also live. I don’t shoot every bird my dog points at. I have to be responsible in
~ making sure that I identify every bird or animal I shoot at prior to pulling the trigger.

There has been comment out on the hunting web sites that I must have sold out to the outfitters ,
and fee hunter operations. I want to set the record straight. I supported the ND Game and Fish
position from the first time I talked with Commissioner Hildebrandt regarding an extra week of
pheasant hunting. I have heard from a number of my constituents and I also feel that in those
years when there is extra time between opening seasons there is no reason that I am not out
hunting pheasants. To those who made the statements regarding “selling out", I can only respond
that I am committed to enhancing a promoting hunting throughout ND and I understand

compromise in order to better everyone’s opportunity to enjoy our great outdoors.
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Section 2 of the bill addresses concerns that I have heard regarding access. 1 think when you
look at hunting in North Dakota, access is always the topic of conversation. Hunting leases are
becoming more common as is out right purchase of land for the purpose of hunting, By allowing
resident only access the first week of pheasant season every year you are making a policy change
that enhances access to our resident hunters and allows them the use of our public land and plots

land without the premise of private property rights issues,

When you look at hunting in ND and access during the seasons you have to remember that
landowners control this sport. Times have changed and with those changes has come access
concerns that we are going to address in other bills, I will tell you that private landowners also
control the opening date of all hunting seasons on the majority of land in ND by allowing access
to their property. In essence all this bill would do is allow an earlier opening date on public land
and plots land.

Mr. Chairman and committee members I know that thete will be opposition to this measure today
presented by resident hunters. I ask that you consider this bill as a package with section 1 and 2
and consider it as a compromise as not all resident hunters are opposed to the concept and not all

landowners are in favor of this concept.

[ would be happy to answer any questions you may have.
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OPENING DATES
Waterfow!  Pheasant Pheasant Pheasant
(USFWS)  (Current2nd Sat.)  (1st. Sat) (1 wkafter Waterfowl)
2001  9-29 10-13 10-6 10-6
2002 9-28 10-12 10-5 10-5
2003 104 10-11 10-4 10-11
2004 10-2 10-9 10-2 10-9
2005 10-1 10-8 10-1 10-8
2006 9-30 10-14 10-7 10-7
—/ 2007 9.29 10-13 10-6 106
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Cass County
WILDLIFE CLUB

Box 336
Casselton, ND 58012

TESTIMONY OF HAROLD NEAMEYER
CASS COUNTY WILDLITE CLUB
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE NATURAL RESOURCE COMMITTEE
ON HB 1223, MARCH 13, 2003

Mr. Chairinan and Members of the Committee:

The Cass County Wildlife Club is now in full support of HB 1223.
We fully agree with the opening date of pheasant hunting never being earlier
than the first Saturday of October.
. We fully support allowing only residents to hunt public lands the first
"D week. We think this may be of benefit to North Dakota youths. We hope
this ends the hassle created last year about the opening of the season.
The Cass County Wildlife Club gives its support to HB 1223.
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TESTIMONY REFERTNCING HB 1223 ENGROSSED
By Mike Donahue, Lobbyist #215
March 13, 2003

Senate Natural Resources Committee

The United Sportsmen of North Dakota and the N.D. Wildlife Federation
oppose the pheasai! season opening; part of Section 1 of this bill.

That part of Section 1 is what t 1¢ Governor did (and then rescinded) in 2002,

We ask that you consider the huge outcry made to the Governor. Namely, his
decision was made solely for commercial interests and the majority of the hunting

f ) public does not want a game animal resource managed for commercial reasons. We

B e

hold to that principle.

Please amend “Opening” language out of the bill. If need be, give the entire
bilt a DO NOT PASS.
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