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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SB 2248
Senate Government and Veterans Affairs Committee

Q Conference Committee

T

Hearing Date 02/06/03
Tape Nuraber Side A Side B Meter #
Tape 2 X 550-3750

Committee Clerk Signature %Mﬂ m o

Minutes:

Senator Karen Krebsbach, Chairman opens SB 2248, All senators present,
- Cory Fong, Deputy Secretary of State (Testimony attached)
Senator Krebsbach : What has changes that has not been practiced in the past?

Fong: Most all of it.

Senator Brown: I have a sister who is legally blind, does not have a driver’s license, and needs

help in the voting booth, how does she vote?

Fong: Currently the law says that she can receive assistance from both election judges or your

sister can receive assistance from a person of her choice, but that person can not be an employer,

agent of their union or a candidate or relative of a candidate. Her daughter conld help her.
Mike Montplaisier, Cass County City Auditor (Testimony attached)
Most counties would not use this. We probably wouldn’t use these in primary elections but

would in general elections.
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Page 2

Senate Government and Veterans Affairs Commiitee
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2248

Hearing Date 02/06/03

Senator Krebsbach : This would be a separate voting place but would still have voting available
at the courthouse? |
Montplaisier: Early voting would be at the courthouse.

Senator Nelson: would you have 9 different machines, 1 for each district or would you be able
to program for each person?

Montplaisier: The current ballot wouldn’t change and we could use a scanner and total the votes
correctly,

Senator Brown: In a general election how many absentee ballots came back?

Montplaisier: Almost 100%.

Senator Dever : Would you restrict cimpaigning within the confines of the voting place?
Montplaisier: We usually do not allow campaigning in the courthouse.

Dave Kemnitz, President of the AFL/C'10 : We put returned postage to get back the ballots and
we have to get them returned to our facility. We did return them to the auditor’s office for our
members, We support the amendments from the Secretary of State.

Closed 2248
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SB 2248
Senate Government and Veterans Affairs Committee

Q Conference Committee

Hearing Date 02/13/03
Tape Number Side A Side B Meter #
Tape 2 X 2290-4550
Committee Clerk Signature
Minutes:

Senator Karen Krebsbach, Chairman reopens SB 2248, All senators present,

Cory Fong, deputy Secretary of State, (Testimony and new amendments attached replacing old
ones)

Senator Nelson : the government controlled facilities; can that be schools, etc.

Fong: I believe they kept it broad so that they could be in schools ete. It would take out churches,
malls, and clubs. this is just for early voting precinct.

Senator Dever : Is it a problem that absentee ballots do not get forwarded.

Fong: That is still a concern, The parties feel that to do their work they need to be able to receive
them., If they didn’t forward them it would be a violation.

Senator Brown moves to adopt the new amendment

Senator Wardner 2nd

6 Yes O No
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Page 2
Senate Government and Veterans Affairs Committee
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2248

N Hearing Date 02/13/03

Senator Brown moves a Do Pass as amended
Senator Wardner 2nd
6 Yes 0 No

Carrier: Senator Fairfleld
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES
BILI/RESOLUTION NO. SB 2248
Senate Government and Veterans Affairs Committee
U Conference Committee
Hearing Date 02/19/03
Tape Number Side A Side B Meter #
Tape 1 X 0-647
Committee Clerk Signature ké&ﬂ M S
Minutes:
~

Dever are present. Senator Dever is aware and in accordance to all action taken.

John Bjorson, Legislative Council, explains problem. The committee adopted the correct bill but

council received the wrong amendment. In order for the procedure to be cotrected the council hus

Y Senator Karen Krebsbach, Chairman renpens SB 2248, All senators with exceptio of Senator

prepared the amendment that the committee did adopt and the committee must reconsider the

vote from before and readopt and Pass the bill.

Senator Watdner moves for reconsideration

Senator Brown 2nd

6 Yes 0 No

Senator Wardner moves for adoption of correct amendment

Senator Brown 2nd

j 6 yes 0 No
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Page 2
Senate Government and Veterans Affairs Committee

\ Bill/Resolution Number SB 2248
>, Heating Date 02/19/03

Senator Wardner moves for a Do pass as amended

Senator Brown 2nd
6 yes 0 No

Carrier Senator Fairfield
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FISCAL NOTE

CN Requested by Legislative Councll
04/16/2003

Amendment to: S8 2248

1A. State fiscal effect: /dentify the stats fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to
funding levels and appropriations anticipated under current law.

2001-2003 Biennium 2003-2005 Blennium 2005-2007 Blennium
Geaneral |Othor Funds| General |Other Funds; General |Other Funds
Fund Fund Fund
Revenues $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Appropriations $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
1B. County, city, and school district fiscal effact: /dentify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political subdivision.
2001-2003 Blennium 2003-2005 Biennium 2005-2007 Blennium
School School School
Counties Cities Districts | Counties Citles Districts | Counties Citles Districts
$0 $0 _$0 $0 $0! $0 $0 $0 $0

‘: 2. Narrative: /Identify the aspects of the measure which cause fiscal impact and Include any cominents relevant to
‘ your analysls,

The amendments approved by the conference committee do not change anything from that which was conveyed in
- the first fiscal note dated January 20, 2003.

I

! Tradltionally, the expense of cohducting elections has been and continues to be a county expense. Howsver, the
fiscal impaot to the counties under this bill is unknown. It will vary and will depend on whether or not a county chooses
to open an early voting precinct according to Section 6 of the bilil, the number of Jays the precinct would be open, and
the houirs of voting. The fiscal Impact of vpening an early voting precinct, staffed by a pald election board, Is also
uncertain due to the potentlal savings that may be ultimately gained in printing/ordering fewer ahisontee applications
and absentee ballot envelopes, along with reduced malling costs assoclated with the increased interest In absentee
voting during recent elections. This bill allows each county to make tixat decislon for themselves.

3, State fiscal effect detall: For Information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:
A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detull, when appropriate, for each revenie type and
fund affecied and any amounts Included in the executive budget.

None

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detall, when appropriate, for each agency, line
ltem, and fund affected and the number of FTE positlons affected.

None, on the part of the state. See narrative for county impact.

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detall, when appropriate, of the effect on
the blennial appropriation for each agency and fund affected and any amounts Included in the executive
budget. Indlcate the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations.

, None
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FISCAL NOTE
!’/-.\ Requested by Leglelative Council

01/20/2003
Blll/Resolution No.: SB 2248

1A. State flscal effect: /duntlfy the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to
funding levels and appropriations anticipated under current law.

2001-2003 Blennium 2003-2005 Biennlum 2005-2007 Blennium
General |Other Funds! General |[Other Funds| ®General |Other Funds
Fund Fund Fund
Revenues $0 $0 $0 $ $0 $0
Expenditures $ $0 $0 $0 $o $0
Appropriations so $0 $0 $ $0 $0
1B. County, city, and school district fiscal effact: /dentify the fiscal effact on the appropriate political subdlvision.
2001-2003 Biennium 2003-2005 Biennium 2005-2007 Blennium
School School School
Countles Citles Districts | Counties Clties Districts | Counties Cities Districts
$0 $0 $0 $ $0 ) $0 $ $0

2. Narrative: Identify the aspects of the measure which cause fiscal Impact and Include any comments relevant to
your analysis.

The purpose of this bill Is to allow eountles the nntion of opening an early voting precinct. It also clarifies the absentee
balloting procass.

Traditionally, the expense of conducting elections has been and continues to be a county expense. However, the
fiscal impact to the countlas under this blll Is unknown. It will vary and will depend on whethe: or not a county chooses
to open an early votlng precinct according to Section 5 of the bill, the number of days the precinct would be open, and
the hours of voling. The fiscal impact of opening an early voting precinct, staffed by a pald election board, Is also
uncertain due to the potential savings that may be ultimately galned In printing/ordering fewer absentee applications
and absentee ballot envelopes, along with reduced mailing costs assoclated with the Increased Interest in absentee
voting during recent elections. This bill allows each county to make that declslon for themselves.

3. State fiscal effect detail: For Information shown under state fiscal effect In 1A, please:
A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amoun:s. ’rovide detall, when appropriate, for each revenue type and
fund affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.
None

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts, Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line
Item, and fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected

None on the part of the state. See narrative for county Impact.

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detall, when appropriate, of the effect on
the blennlal appropriation for each agency and fund affected and any amounts included in the executive
budget. Indicate the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and approptations.

. Nore
P/ T

The micrographic images on this f{im are accurate reproductions of recordo delivered to Nodern Information Systems for microf{iming and
were filmed {n the regular course of businese, The photographic process mests standards of the American Nationsl Standards Institute
(ANS1) for archive' microfilm. NOTICE: If the filmed image above is less legible then this Notice, {t s due to the quality of the ¥\

dotument being f!ined.
o —-~’ ‘ )
o OGN 2D wwallez
* Operatorfs Signature o -~

Date




iF

O

Wﬁw:w

document befng ¢1imed,

R %

! Secretary of State
Name: Al Jaeger Agenoy: :
N l[’_hom Number: 328-3670 Date Prepared: _02/03/2003

Ly
Co s e b
R NI IINY N
A

The micrograpiifc imeges on this f{lm are sccurate reproduct fons of records delivered to Modern Information Syatems for microf{iming end
ware filmed in the regular course of business, The photographio process miets atandards of the Aserican Nat{onal Stanclards Institute
(ANS1) for archival miorofilm. NOYICE: 14 the #ilmed Image sbove is less legible than this Notice, {t is due to the quality of the

. m%m%@umvn% wwales

" Date




:{Qﬁ\‘lﬁ“

i R it
¢ e
: f%

>

v 38323.0101 Adopted by the Government and Veterans Qé@
v Title.0200 Affalrs Committee Wu")
o February 13, 2003 }'\ 2y

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2248

Page 1, line 1, replace "a" with "three” and replace “section” with "sections”

Page 1, line 2, after the first "to" Insert "provicling absentee voting information to military and
overseas voters, relecting absentee ballots cast by mllitary and overseas voters, and
crealing” and after "reenact” insert "subsection 2 of section 16.1-07-01 and”

Page 1, line 3, after "to" Insert "absentee voting for federal offices by citizens who have never
lived In the Unlted States,"

Page 1, line 4, after "balluts” Insert a comma

Page 1, after line 5, Insert:

"SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Subsection 2 of section 16.1-07-01 of the North
Dakota Century Code Is amended and reenacted as follows:

2. A quallfied elector who Is & ¢ltizen of the United States and lives outside

the United States or a clilzen of the United States who Is elghteen years of
age or older and has never lived in the United States and whose parent Is g
qualified elecior of the state may vote absentee in this state pursuant to

this chapter i the indlvidual:

a. Does not maintain a domilclle;
b. s not registered to vote;

\ c. fsnot votirég in any other state, territory, or possession of the United
States; an

d. Possesses a valld passpont or card of identity and ragistration Iissued
under the authorlity of the secretary of state nf the United States.

Such an elector may vote only In federal elactions, which means any
elaction helcl solely or in part for the purpose of electing or nominating any
candldate for the office of president, vice president, presidentliai elector,
member of the United States senate, or member of the Unlted States

house of representatives.”
Page 2, line 28, replace "16.1-08,1-09" with "16,1-08,1-01"

Page 4, line 2, remove "the applicant's employer, officer, ot"

Page 4, line 3, remove "agent of the applicant's union, or" and remove ", or a relative of 8"

L Page 4, line 4, remove "candldato for any office as described in subsection 2 of section
- 16.1-05-02,"

Page No. 1 38323.0101
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Page 5, after fine 19, insert: ;)o

*. Each person requesting an absent voter's ballot under this chapter
TN who cannot read the Engllsh language or who because of blindness or
other disabllity is unable to mark the voler's ballot, Upon request, may
recelve the assistance of any person of the voter's cholce, other than
the voler's emplover, an officer or agent of the votet's union, a
candidate running in that election, or a relative of a candidate as
described In subsection 2 of section 16.1-05-02, in marking the voter's

ballot.”
Page 5, line 26, replace "16.10-13" with "16,1-13"

Page 6, line 29, after "gounting" insert an underscored comma

Page 7, aiter line 2, Insert:

"SECTION 7. A new section to chapter 16.1-07 of the North Dakota Century
Code Is created and enacted as follows:

Secretary of state to provide information regarding absentee voting for
military and overseas voters. The secretary of state Is designated as the official

responsible for providing Information regarding absentee voting by military and
overseas citizens sllglble to vote In the state according to section 702 of the Help
America Vote Act of 2002 [Pub. L, 107-252; 116 Stat, 1666; 42 U.S.C. 1973ff-1]. The
secretary of state shall develop and provide uniform procedures for county auditors o
follow when transmitting and recelving applications for absentee ballots to and from

military and overseas voters.,

SECTION 8. A new section to chapter 16.1-07 of the North Dakota Century
Code Is created and enacted as follows:

Notification of rejected absentee ballots cast by military and overseas
volers. The secretary of state shall establish a uniform procedure for county auditors to

follow when notlfying a military ot overseas voter that the voter's absentee ballot was
relected.  The procedure must provide that the notice include the reason why the
votet's abseniee ballot was rejected as provided by section 707 of the Help America
Vote Act of 2002 [Pub. L, 107-252; 116 Stat, 1666; 42 U.S.C. 1973ff-1],"

Renumber accordingly

Page No. 2 38323.0101
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A Date:
Roll Call Vote #:

2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. aa%

Senate  Government and Veteran Affairs Committee

Check here for Conference Committee

20323.0100 TiHe. 0200

Legislative Council Amendment Number

AcionTaken ___ [UYWNA paank
Motion Made By __EYM”

Seconded By _NMAAQ’

Senators Yes | No Senators Yes | No
Senator Karen Krebsbach, Chr. vd Senator April Fairfield v
Senator Dick Dever, Vice Chr. v Senator Carolyn Nelson ‘7
Senator Richard Brown v’
Senator Rich Wardner v
Total  (Yes) (p No O
Absent Q
Floor Assignment __w
"y If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:
)
|
-

RN
SEDR VA
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. aa 4 3

Senate Government and Veteran Affairs Comnmittee

Check here for Confer ..ice Committee

Legislative Council Amendment Number % 8 393 010/ 7—;*’ (¢ . 0200

adiontiken Dy DASS QS Gowendied |
Motion Made By _.B_CQ!QD _ Seconded By __\f_\[a!QML_____.__

Senator April Fairfield

Senator Dick Dever, Vice Chr. Senator Carolyn Nelson
Senator Richard Brown

i e H

R L T Y

Total (Yes) @ No O

5 Absent b
Floor Assignment _&L&M

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:

e
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: SR-30-2863
February 17, 2003 9:02 a.m. Carrier: Fairfield
Iinsert LC: 38323.0101 Title: .0200
N REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE

SB 2248: Government and Veterans Affairs Committee (Sen. Krebsbach, Chairman)
recommends AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends
DO PASS (6 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2248 was placed
on the Sixth order on the calendar.

Page 1, line 1, replace “a" with “three" and replace "section" with “sections*

Page 1, line 2, after the first "to" insert *providing absentee voting information to miiitary and
overseas voters, rejecting absentee ballots cast by military and overseas voters, and
creating" and after "reenact" insert "subsection 2 of section 16.1-07-01 and*

Page 1, line 3, after *to" insert "absentee voting for federal offices by citizens who have never
lived in the United States,”

~

Page 1, line 4, after “ballots" insert a comma

Page 1, after line b, insert:

"SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Subsection 2 of section 16.1-07-01 of the North
Dakota Century Code Is amended and reenacted as follows:

2, A qualified elector who Is a citizen of the United States and lives outside

the United States or a ¢itizen of th ited States wh ighteen years of
r older and has never lived in the United States and whose parent is

a qualified elector of the state may vote absentee in this state pursuant to
TN this chapter if the individual:

‘ a. Does not maintain a domiclie;
! b. Is not registered to vote;

| ¢. s not voting in any other state, territory, or possession of the United
States; and

d. Possesses a valld passport or card of identity and registration issued
under the authority of the secretary of state of the United States.

! Such an elector may vote only in federal elections, which means any
« election held solely or in part for the purpose of electing or nominating any
| candidate for the office of president, vice president, presidential elector,

member of the United States senate, or member of the United States

house of representatives.”
Page 2, line 28, replace "16.1-08.1-09" with *16,1-08.1-01"
Page 4, line 2, remove "the applicant's employer. officer, o
Page 4, line 3, remove "ggent of the applicant's union. or" and remove *, or g relatlve of a"

Page 4, line 4, remove "candidate for an | escribed In subsection 2 ot section
5 _M_l"
] ) Page 5, after line 19, insert:
"6. Each person requesting g voters ballot under this chapter
wh t read the English lanquags or who because of blindness
(2) DEEK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 8R:30.2663
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410)
February 17, 2003 9:02 a.m.

Module No: SR-30-2863
Carrier: Fairfield
insert LC: 38323.0101 Title: .0200

or other r_Lsab_lty_d Il MMQMMQJMMJMQL&_.

Istan voter's choice, other
than_the ypjg_s employ @L_ngiggmmgm_g_mgnl_oﬂ._a

mﬂgm_m_nmhmmmﬁMu
ggtggrribgg _subsection 2 of section 16.1-06-02, In_marking the
voter's ballot.

Page 5, line 26, replace "16.10-13" with *16.1-13"
Page 6, line 29, after “counting” insert an underscored comma

Page 7, after line 2, insert:

"SECTION 7. A new section to chapter 16.1-07 of the North Dakota Century
Code is created and enacted as follows:

Secretary of state to provide Information regarding absentee voting for military
and overseas voters. The secretary of state is designated as the officlal responsible for
provlglng information regarding absentee voting by military and overseas_ cltizens

eligible to vote in the state according to section 702 of the Help America Vote Act of
2002 (Pub. L. 107-262: 116 Stat, 1666: 42 U.S.C. 1973ff-1], The secretary of state

shall develop and provide uniform procedures for county auditors to follow whe
transmitting and receiving applications for absentee ballots to and from military and

overseas voters.

SECTION 8. A new sectlon to chapter 16.1-07 of the North Dakota Century
Codea is created and enacted as follows:

Notification of rejected absentee ballots cast by military and gverseas voters.

JThe secretary of state shall establish a uniform procedure for county auditors to follow
when notifying a military or overseas voter that the voter's absentee ballot was
relected. The procedure must provide that the notice include the reason why the
voter's absentee ballot was rejected ._as_nr.g__ied__x_sg_o___ngunvi by section 7 e Help America
Vote Act of 2002 [Pub. L. 107-252; 116 Stat. 1666: 42 U.S.C. 1973f{-1]."

Renumber accordingly
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38323.0102 Prepared by the Leglslative Council staff for
Title. Senator Krebsbach
‘.\ February 19, 2003
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2248

Page 1, line 1, replace "a" with “three" and replace "sectlon” with "sectlons”

Page 1, line 2, after the flrst "to” Insert "providing absentee voting information to Inllitary and
overseas voters, re!ecting absentee ballots cast by military and overseas voters, and
creating” and after "reenact” Insert "subsection 2 of section 16.1-07-01 and"

Page 1, line 3, after "to" Insert "absentee voting for federal offices by citizans who have never
lived in the Unlted States,"

Page 1, line 4, after "ballots" insert a comma

‘Page 1, after line 5, insert:

"SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Subsection 2 of section 16.1-07-01 of the North
Dakota Century Code Is amended and reenacted as follows:

2. . Aquallfied elector who Is a citizan of the United States and lives outside
the Unlted States or a citizen of the United States who is elghteen years of
age or older and has never lived In the Unlted States and whose parent is a
qualified elector of the state may vote absentee in this state pursuant to
this chapter if the individual:

a. Does not maintain a domiclle;

o

b. Is not registered to vote;

¢. Is notvoting In any other state, territory, or possession of the United
States; and

d. Possesses a valid passport or card of identity and reglstration issuad
under the authority of the secretary of state of the Unlted States.

Such an elector may vote only in federal elections, which means any
election held solely or In part for the purpose of electing or nominating any
candldate for the cfflce of president, vice president, presidentlal elector,
member of the United States senate, or member of the United States
house of representatives.”

Page 1, line 9, remove "directiy"

Page 2, replace lines 4 through 9 with:

"Any Individual, other than an election officlal identified in sectiort 16.1-07-05,
wha Is collecting completed absant voters' ballot applications shall submit all completed
applications received from applicar..s to the approptlate election official in a timely
manner so as to allow each applicant to receive, complete. and mail the absent voter's

‘ /\ hallot before the day of the election.”
Page 2, llne 15, overstrike "or" and Insert immediately thereafter an underscored comma

Page No. 1 38323.0102
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Module No: SR-32-3364
Carrier: Falrtield
insert LC: 38323.0103 Title: .0300

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
SB 2248: Government and Veterans Affairs Committee (Sen. Krebsbach, Chairman)
recommends AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends
DO PASS (6 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2248 was placed
on the Sixth order on the calendar.

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410)
February 19, 2003 5:20 p.m.

In lieu of the amendments to Senate Bill No. 2248 as printed on pages 478-480 of the Senate
Journal, Senate Bill No. 2248 is amended as follows:

Page 1, line 1, replace "a" with “three" and replace "sectlon* with "sections*

Page 1, line 2, after the first "to" Insert "providing absentee voting information to military and
overseas voters, rejecting absentee ballols cast by military and overseas voters, and
creating"®, after the semicolon insert *and*, and after “reenact* insert “subsection 2 of
section 16.1-07-01 and"

Page 1, line 3, after "to" Insert *absentee voting for federal offices by cltizens who have never
lived In the United States,"

Page 1, line 4, after *ballots" insert a comma

Page 1, after line 5, insert:

"SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Subsection 2 of section 16.1-07-01 of the North
Dakota Century Code Is amended and reenacted as follows:

2. A qualified elector who Is a citizen of the United States and lives outside
the United States or a citizen of the United States who Is eighteen years of

age or older and has never lived in the United States and whose parent Is

a qualified elector of the state may vote absentee in this state pursuant to
this chapter if the individual:

a. Does not maintain a domiclile;
b. Is not registered to vote;

¢. Is not voting in any other state, territory, or possession of the United
States; and

d. Possesses a valid passport or card of dentity and registration issued
under the authority of the secretary of state of the United States.

Such an elector may vote only In federal elections, which means any
slection held solely or in part for the purpose of electing or nominating any
candidate for the office of president, vice president, Fresidentlal slector,
member of the United States senate, or member of the United States
house of representatives." '

Page 1, line 9, remove "directly"
Page 2, replace lines 4 through 9 with:

"Any individual, other than an election official identified In section 16.1-07-05,
who is collecting completed absent voter's ballot applications shall submit all completed

applications received from applicants to the appropriate_election official in_a timely
manner so as to allow each applicant to recelve, complete il the absent voter's
ballot before the day of the election.”

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 8R:32:3364
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: SR-32-3364

February 19, 2003 6:20 p.m. Carrier: Falrtield
Insert LC: 38323.0103 Title: .0300

Page 2, line 156, overstrike "or" and Insert Immediately thereafter an underscored comma
Page 2, line 16, after the undserscored comma insert " or any blank*
Page 2, remove lines 28 through 31

Page 4, line 2, remove "the applicant's employer, officer, ot
Page 4, line 3, remove "agent of the applicant's union, or" and remove *_or a relative of 8"

Page 4, line 4, remove “candidate for any office as described in subsection 2 of section
16.1-05-02."

Page 5, after line 19, insert;

"6, [Each Individual requesting an absent voter's ballot under this chapter who
cannot read the English language or who because of blindness or other

disability is unable to mark the voter's ballot, upon request, may recelve

the assistance of any person of the voter's choice, other than the voter's
employer, an officer or agent of the voter's union, a candidate running in
that election, or g relative of a candidate as described in subsection 2 of

section 16.1-056-02, In marking the voter's ballot."
; Page 5, line 26, replace "16.10-13" with "16,1-13"
TN Page 6, line 12, after "space" Insert "in a_government-controlled facility*

Page 6, line 29, after "counting" insert an underscored comma

| Page 7, after line 2, insert:

"SECTION 7. A nnw section to chapter 16.1-07 of the North Dakota Century
Code is created and enacted as follows:

? Secretary of state to provide information regarding absentee voting for military
and overseas voters. The secretary of state is designated as the officlal responsible for
i providing information regarding absentee voting by military and overseas citizens

i; sligible to vote in the state according to section 702 of the Help America Vote Act of
| 2002 (Pub. L. 107-2562; 116 . 1666; 42 U.S.C. 1973ff-1]. The secretary of state
shall develop and provide uniform procedures for county auditors to follow when
transmitting and recelving applications_for absentee baliots to and from military and

pverseas voters.

SECTION 8. A new section to chapter 16.1-07 of the North Dakota Century
Code Is created and enacted as follows:

Notification of rejected absentee ballots cast by milltary and overseas voters.
The secretary of state shall establish a uniform procedure for county auditors to follow
when _notifyin military or overseas voter that the voter's absentee baliot was
relected. The procedure must provide that the notice include the reason why the
voter's absentee ballot was relected as provided by section 707 of the Help America
Vote Act of 2002 [Pub. L. 107-262; 116 Stat. 1666; 42 U.S.C. 1973f-1)."

- Renumber accordingly

i
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2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SB 2248
House Government and Veterans Affairs Committee
Q Conference Committee

Hearing Date 3-20-03

Tape Number Side A Side B Meter #
1 X 0-end
1 X 0-2.0
3 X 10.0-end
4 X 0-2.3
Committee Clerk Signature CVQ%Q%_&M

Minutes: Chairman Klein: called the hearing to order on SB 2248. All committee members were

present,

Coty Fong, Deputy Secretary of State: appeared in support of SB 2248 and gave a statement

Representative Klein: one of the things I think they are trying to address is the Navy people out to
sea, when the mail only comes once in several weeks, that was some of the problems they had in
the last election,

Representative Kasper: bottom of page 7, Sec. 7, where you are talking about the absentee ballots
for military, in your testimony it says the Secretary of State will be the single office in the State
providing information regarding absentee voting, are you prohibiting political parties from

getting information from the Secretary of State that has already been pre-approved

The micrographic imeges on this f{lm are ascurate reproductions of records delivered to Modern Information Systems for mieroﬁlmihq and
were filmed in the regular course of business, The photographic process meets standards of the American Natfonal Standards Inst{tute
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Page 2

House Government and Veterans Affairs Committee
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2248

Hearing Date 3-20-03

and your not allowing them to send any information that has to cotile to the Secretary of States
Oftice or what is the intent there?

Cory Fong: no we should be a resource for military and overseas voters for learning about
absentee voting, but that is not going to prohibit political parties or associations from doing what
they currently do.

Representative Haas: did I hear you say that in the given precinct the early precinct is established
and that could cross district lines?

Cory Fong: that is correct, it would be one place for all voters in that particular county to come
during the early voting hours designated by the county in which they could cast a vote as a voter
does on election day. \
Representative Sitte: the votes being cast are decreasing and this is the national trend, but it
seems that the more we open up the system and the more we have the early voting, the fewer
people get excited about coming up to vote, is this true just here or what is the national take on
this?

Cory Fong: its a interesting question and an on going debate, in other states registration laws
have opened up a process, voting has become easier and yet turnout has continually declined,
Representative Winrich: I'm concerned about the agent, Sec. 5 on page 4, where we are talking
about the agent actually receiving the absent voters ballot, we have a agent getting the ballot but
then the new language in Sec. 2, lines 23-27, talks about someone collecting a number of absent
voter applications and submitting them, is one petson going to be able to act as a agent for
several voters and get a whole bunch of ballots for these voters under that section or are these

ballots going to be mailed out to the voters from the county auditor?
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Page 3

House Government and Veterans Affairs Committee
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2248

Hearing Date 3-20-03

Cory Fong: that information is restricted and can only ask a agent for 4 voters, they actually carry
the ballots, they might be a spouse, a daughter of an elderly mother, go to the auditor and have

the authorized form, they can only do that for 4 individuals.

Michael Montplaisir, Cass County Auditor: appeared in support of SB 2248 and provided a
written statement (SEE ATTACHED TESTIMONY).
Kevin Glatt, Burleigh County Auditor: appeared in support of SB 2248. 1 would like to see early

voting being allowed anywhere not just in a government building. If I want to designate Gateway
or Kirkwood Mall for the early morning precinct of Burleigh county, I would like that
opportunity, I think the goal of this bill is make it convenient, lets go where we have parking,
Government buildings in most cases are tough. Are we making it to easy for the public? that’s
tough for me to say, my job is to get people out to vote. I think we should go back to requiring a
reason for voter absentee or let’s just open it up all the way and go to a bona fide mail.
Representative Sitte: If we went back to having a reason for absentee we wouldn’t need to have
the 2 weeks early notice.

Kevin Glatt: Since we “let the jeannie out of the bottle” or what ever you want to call it,
absentee balloting has increased, has voter turn out has increased, not necessarily.

Jim Coats: appeared in support of SB 2248, I like the contents of this bill, it would allow every
voter the right to vote on his initiative, I would only see one draw back, Motton County might

not go along with this bill, because it voluntary and Butleigh County might, and that might be

discriminatory.

ittee: appeared in support

of SB 2248, I never know where I’ll be from day to day, as a retired veteran of the military, I feel
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Page 4
House Government and Veterans Affairs Committee
Bill/Resolution Number SB 2248

/-\ Hearing Date 3-20-03

that this also gives the military man or woman outside the United States, a better chance to cast a

ballot. This is why I'm asking the committee a Do Pass on this bill,
Representative Klemin: made a motion to AMEND SB 2248,
Representative Haas: SECOND the motion to amend SB 2248,
YOTE: 10-YES 4-NO 0-ABSENT

Motion carried to amend.

Representative Haas: made a motion to DQ PASS AS AMENDED,
Representative Meier; SECOND the motion.

VOTE: 14-YES 0-NO 0-ABSENT

Motion carried.

,\ Representative Klemin: will carry the bill to the floor.
o Meeting adjourned.
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Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for

V _a Representative Klemin

March 20, 2003

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2248

Page 2, remove line 23

Page 2, line 24, replace “collecting completed absent voter's ballot applications shall submit all”;, 5 'f."l" .

an ‘& and replace the second “applications” with “apgheatien must be returned b4 the
applicant”

Page 2, line 25, remove “received from applicants”

Page 2, line 26, replace “each” with “the”

Page 3, line 27, after “auditor” insert “eithet”

Page 3, line 28, after “instructions” insert “or send to the qualified elector the baliot and

fc) instructions by facsimile”

Renumber accordingly
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2003 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTE
SENATE BILL/RESOLUTION NO. O‘) a 48
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: HR-51-8403

March 21, 2003 11:09 a.m. Carrier: Klemin
insert LC: 38323.0301 Title: .0400

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
SB 2248, as engrossed: Government and Veterans Affairs Committee (Rep. M. Kiein,
Chairman) recommends AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended,
recommends DO PASS (14 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING).
Engrossed SB 2248 was placed on the Sixth order on the calendar.

Page 2, remove line 23

Page 2, line 24, replace "collecting completed absent voter's ballot applications 8
all* with "A* and replace the second "applications" with “application must be returned
by the applicant”

Page 2, line 25, remove “received from applicants"

Page 2, line 26, replace "each" with “the"

Page 3, line 27, after *auditor” insert " either"

Page S.nllne 28, after “Instructions® Insert "or send to the qualified elector the ballot and

i facsimile"
Renumber accordingly
(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 HR-61-5403
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES ;
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SB 2248
Senate Government and Veterans Affairs Committee

?f Conference Committee

f Hearing Date 04/10/03
k
Tape Number Side A Side B Meter # |
Tape | X 4404-6153 |

Committee Clerk Signature Xwa Mg%

Minutes:

l q Senator Brown opens conference committee on SB 2248. Senator Brown, Dever, Fairfield,
R Representative Klemin, Sitte, Potter were all present.
Senator Brown asked Representative Klemin to explain house side to the bill,
Representative Klemin moves to the house recedes and further amends to the amendment
38323.0303.
Representative Sitte 2nds the motion.
Conference committee discusses the changes this amendment would bring,

Vote is taken 6 Yes 0 No

: Catrier: Senator Brown
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HGVA/SGVA Conference Committee
Amendment to First Engrossment of Engrossed SB 2248 (version 38323.300)
Section 2, lines 23 - 27: Amended to read as follows:

A completed application must be submitted to the appropriate election official in a timely manner
so as to allow the applicant to receive, complete, and mail the absent voter’s ballot before the day
of the election,

Section 3, lines 26 - 29; Amended to read as follows:
If the qualified elector furnishes the county auditor with a current mailing address and the
elector's residential address, the county auditor either shall mail to the qualified elector a ballot

with a return envelope and instructions or send to the qualified elector the ballot and instructions
by facsimile for votingrny statewide election in that calendar yeatr,
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38323,0303 Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for |
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO, 2248

That the House recede from its amendments as printed on page 808 of the Senate Journal and
?e}lge 1004 of the House Journal and that Engrossed Senate Bill No, 2248 be amended as
ollows!

Page 2, replace lines 23 and 24 with "A completed application myst be submitted”
Page 2, line 25, remov' "regelved from applicantg”
Page 2, line 28, replace "each"” with "the”

Page 3, line 27, after "auditor” insert "alther”
Page 3, line 28, after "instructions” insert "or send to the qualified elector the ballot and
insfructions by facsimile”

Renumber accordingly

Ry .

Page No. 1 38323.0303
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2003 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SB 2248
Senate  Government and Veterans’ Affairs Committee
x | Check here for Conference Committee
Legislative Council Amendment Number ME3232.0303
Action Taken House recedes and furdher Gimards
Motion Made By Qp _[{}emMin Seconded By fp. S €.
{ Senators Yes | No Risawioas fep. Yes | No
i Senator Brown e Representative Klemin v’
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REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE (420)
Apnril 14,2003 4:31 p.m.

REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

SB 2248, as engrossed: Your conference committee (Sens. Brown, Dever, Fairfield and

Reps. Klemin, Sitte, Potter) recommends that the HOUSE RECEDE from the House
amendments on SJ page 908, adopt amendments as follows, and place SB 2248 on
the Seventh order;

That the House recede from its amendments as printed on page 908 of the Senate Journal

?r;ld page 1004 of the House Journal and that Engrossed Senate Bill No. 2248 be amended as
ollows:

Page 2, replace lines 23 and 24 with * A completed application must be submitted*

Page 2, line 25, remove "received from applicants"
Page 2, line 26, replace "each" with "the"
Page 3, line 27, after "auditor" insert " either"

Page al. line 2{8. afterf “Inlstrluctions” insert "or send to the qualified elector llot and
n t cs "
Renumber accordingly

Engrossed SB 2248 was placed on the Seventh order of business on the calendar,

(2) DESK, (2) COMM Page No. 1 BR-67-7664
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SECRETARY OF STATE TOLL FREE 1-800-362-0867
February 6, 2003

TO: Senator Karen Krebsbach and Members of the Senate Government and Veteran's
Affairs Committee

FR:  Cory G. Fong, Deputy Secretary of State
RE: Senate Bill No. 2248 — Absentee and Early Voting

The Secretary of State's office strongly supports Senate Bill No. 2248, The leglslation
incorporates additional security and Integrity measures into our absentse voting laws intended
to address concerns that were brought to the forefront during the 2002 election cycle. Senate
Blll No. 2248 also brings efficlencies to the administration of absentee voting that takes place at
the county auditors nfflces during the last days before the election by officlally introducing an
aarly voting option for counties to voluntarily adopt.

Before | explaln the highlights of Senate Bill No. 2248, the Secretary of State's office Is
proposing some amendments to the bill. Some of the amendments are technical corrections
and others are related to putting North Dakota in compliance with the Help America Vote Act of
2002 (HAVA). My explanatlon of the will will also Include discusslon of these proposed

amandmerits.,

The blll with the proposed amendments accomplishes the following:

* Requires a completed absentee ballot application to be returned directly to an election
officlal and not through an intermediary (e.g. a political party, assoclation, etc.). (Section 1)

* Requires absentee ballot applications provided by election officials to be prescribed by the
Secretary of State. (Section 2)

* Requires absentee ballot applications provided and distributed by anyone other than an
elaction officlal (e.g. a political party, assoclation, etc.) to be approved by the Secretary of
State and to include a statement disclosing the person, as defined in section 16.1-08.1.01,
or political party, responsible for paying for distribution of the application. (Section 2)

* Requires absentee ballot applicatlons to require a space for voters to Include thelr precinct
or voting location, If known. (Sectlon 2)

» Provides a process for persons who cannot sign an absentee ballot application to mark an
(X) and have It witnessed. (Sectlon 2)

» Provides the same restriction for whom may provide assistance to an individual voting an
absentee ballot as a voter voting a ballot In the polling location on Election Day, An
absentee voter who cannot read English or may have a disabllity that prevents them from
reading or marking the ballot could not receive assistance from the absentee voter's
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SB 2248 - Absentee and Early Voting
Senate Government and Veteran's Affalirs
February 86, 2003

Page two

amployer, officer or agent of the voter's union, or a candidate for any office, or a reiative of a
candidate for any offlice, (Saction 4 with proposed amendments)

» Prevents slection officlals from providing a ballot to anyone acting as an agent who cannot
provide a signed, written, authorization form. (Section 4)

o Authorizes countles, as a voluntary option, to establish an early voting precinct on business
days during the 15 days immediately preceding the election that would process early voters
like a traditional election board. The early voting precinct election board would be
comprised of an independent person to act as the Inspector and equal representation of
each political party represented on the election board. Results from the early voting precinct
may not be countad, canvassed, and released untll the closing of the polls on Election Day.
The early voting precinct must operate according to all existing laws governing the conduct
of election boards, precincts, the opening and closing of the polls, and the counting and
canvassing procedures. (Section 5)

- » Restricts the abllity to fax voted ballots to only those members of the armed forces living

outside the United States and other qualified electors living outside the United States.
(Section 1)

» Restricts the ability to receive an absentee ballot without submitting an application to only
those members of the armed forces living outside the United States and other qualifled
electors living outside the United States. (Section 2)

» Allows a U.S. cltizen who Is 18 years of age or older who has never lived in the United
States and whose parent is a qualified elector of the state, to vote absentee In North Dakota

for federal offices only. (proposed amendments)

» Establishes the Secretary of State's office as the single office in the state for providing
information regarding absentee voting by military and overseas cltizens who are eligible to

vote in the state according to HAVA,

¢ Dirscts the Secretary of State to develop unlform procedures for county auditors to follow
when transmitting and recelving voting materials to and from military and overseas voters.
(proposed amendments)

» Directs the Secretary of State to establish uniform procedures for county auditors to follow
when notifying a mliitary or overseas voter that thelr ballot was rejected. (proposed

amendments)
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2248

Page 1, line 1, replace “a new saction’ with "three new sections”

Page 1, line 2, after “to" insert “designating the secrstary of state as the single office for
providing absentee voting information to military and overseas voters, rejecting absentse
ballots cast by military and overseas voters, and” and after ‘reenact” insert “subsection 2

of section 16.1-07-01,"

Page 1, line 3, after “to” insert "absentee voting for federal offices by citizens who have never
lived in the United States,”

Page 1, after line 5. Insert:

“SECTION 1, AMENDMENT. Subsection 2 of section 16.1-07-01 of the North Dakota
Century Code Is amended and reenacted as follows:

2, A quallfied elector who is a citizen of the United States and lives outside the
United States, or g citizen of the Unlted States who Is eighteen years of age or

older and has never lived in the United States and whose parent is a qualified

glactor of the state, may vote absentee in this state pursuant to this chapter if the
individual:
. a. Does not malntain a domiclle;
N b. Is notregistered to vote;
| c. Is not voting In any other state, territory, or possession of the United

States; and

d. Possesses a valld passport or card of identity and registration issued
under the authority of the secretary of state of the United States.

Such an elector may vote only in federal elections, which means any election
held solely or In part for the purpose of electing or nominating any candidate for
the office of president, vice president, presidential elector, member of the United
States senate, or member of the United States house of representatives.”

Page 2, line 28, replace “16.1-08.1-09" with 16.1-08.1-01"
Page 4, line 2, remove "the applicant's employer. officer, or”

Page 4, line 3, remove “agent of the applicant’s unlon, or" and *_or a relative of a"

Page 4, line 4, remove "candidate for any office as described in subsection 2 of section 16.1-05-

Q-z—ln
Page 5, after ling 19, insert:

"6,  Each person requesting an absent voter's ballot under this chapter, who cannot

read the Enalish language, or that because of blindness or other disability is
unable to mark the voter's ballot, upon reduest, may receive the assistance of

any person_of the voter's cholce, other than the voter's emplover. officer or agent

Page 1
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2248

of the voter's union, a candldate running In that election, or a relative of g
candldate as provided in subsection 2 of section 16.1-05-02, In marking the
voter's ballot,

SECTION 6. A new sectlon to chapter 16.1-07 of the North Dakota Century Code Is
created and enacted as follows:

Secretary of state to provide information regarding absentee voting for military
and overseas voters, The secretary of state shall serve as the single office In the state for

providing Information regarding absentee voting by military and overseas citizens eligible to vote

In the state according to section 702 of the Help America Vote Act of 2002 [Pub.L. 107-252, 116
Stat. 1666, 42 USC 1973ff-1]._The secretary of state shall develop and provide uniform
procedures for county auditors to follow when transmitting and receiving applications for

absentee ballots and absentee ballots to and from military and overseas voters.

SECTION 7. A new section to chapter 16.1-07 of the North Dakota Century Code is
created and enacted as follows:

Notification of rejected absentee ballots cast by military and overseas voters. The

secretary of state shall establish a uniform procedure for county auditors to follow when
notifying any military or overseas voter that the voter's absentee ballot was rejected along with

e the reason why the voter’'s absentee ballot was relected according to section 707 of the Help
3\ America Vote Act of 2002 (Pub.L, 107-252, 116 Stat. 1666, 42 USC 1973ff-1]."
Page 5, line 26, replace “16,10-13" with "16.1-13"

Renumber accordingly
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Senate Bill 2248

g \ Chairman Krebsbach and members of the Senate Government and Veterans Affairs
‘ Committee

I am Michasl Montplaisir, Cass County Auditor and am here in suppori of Senate Bill
2248,

Senate Bill 2248 is a bill that clianges some of the absentee voter application
requirements and allows for an early voting precinct.

Absentee voting has really taken off over the past few years. Besides the applications
for absentee ballots that counties publish in the papers, applications are available on
state and county web sites, political parties and other groups mail applications to
potential voters, and political candidates hand out applications as they go door to door
campaigning, The whole effort is geared towerd getting the public out to vote.

In Cass County, we have seen more interest in voting absentee, particularly in the
general elections. The chart below shows the number of people applying for absentee

ballots since 1996,

| Primary  General

i 1996 3,236  Presidentlal
1998 428 2,065

| PN 2000 296 6,427  Presidential
o) 2002 968 5,080

The increase can be attributed to a number of factors, including convenience, fear of
| the weather in November, and our busy 21* century life style, If our goal is to
increase the voter participation, an early voting precinct would seem to be the next
logical step for the November elections.

An early voting precinct would operate very much like any other precinct on Election
Day. An election board would be established through the same political process other
election boards are nominated, the days and hours the poll would be open would be
set by the County Commission; again, the same as they do for regular polling sites.

Some of the differences between a regular polling site and the early voting site might
be in the level of technology. Because of the proximity to the county auditor’s office,
we would have the possibility of the poll workers using computers to record the
voters, With new technology available, we may be able to uge either direct recording
devices for voting or precinct scanners which would speed up election reporting o

Election Day.

An early voting precinct would give us one more tool to serve the voters in North
Dakota, without significantly increasing the cost of elections. I estimate that an
election board operating the same hours as the courthouse would cost the county

about $350 per day.

I urge you to support Senate Bill 2248
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TESTIMONY TO THE
SENATE GOVERNMENT & VETERANS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Prepared by Kevin J. Glatt, Burleigh County Auditor

SENATE BILL 2248

ABSENT VOTER’S BALLOTS

Madam Chair and members of the committee, I am here today to raise some concerns I
have regarding absent voter ballots and to make a plea to allow counties to conduct all

elections by MAIL,

Current lav only authorizes MAIL ballot elections for Primary elections. However, both
political parties have circumvented this through their attempts to get out the vote. Please
note the attached GOP and DEMO\NPL mailings. Other groups have quickly followed

(attached).

If in fact we want a vote by mail system then allow vote by mail and
lets cali a duck a duck.

I have been an advocate of voter turnout during my entiic tenure. I have opened my
office on Saturdays to accommodate college students and those who work out of town, 1
have spent many hours at local high schools explaining voting procedures and
encouraging and challenging young people to vote.

I understand the goal of all the political party mailings - increased voter turnout, I
understand the previous legislation to remove the requirement to state a reason for voting
absentee — increased voter turnout. 7 do not think the present system increases
participation, only shifts voting methods from traditional precinct balloting to mail

balloting.

{ understand the attempt to make voting more convenient as a means to increase
participation, However, we as citizens need be responsible. We need to realize how
important our vote is. 1 am a firm believer that two (2) of the most important things I did
in the year 2002 were voting on June 11 and November 4. I agree that voting is a right
and a privilege. Moreover, it is my DUTY and REPSONSIBILITY,

The effect of the present absent voter system is placing an administrative and fiscal
burden on counties, There is no easy way to handle absentee ballots, The political party
mailings compound this burden by increasing the number of absent voters, From my
visits with people returning absent voter bailots to my office, their only reason for voting
absentee was the convenience, and if they had not received an absent voter application
they would have voted on election day at their normal precinct. I received several
duplicate applications for absent voter ballot from the same elector ~ 1 from each party
and the AFLCIO. 1received many, many incomplete applications which required follow
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up by a phone call or mai} (all of which must be d i
: one on a very timel
;)e‘cords sh?w that the gorqued staff of the Burleigh County j\yudit:ry'lt‘)rﬁ:zrer}\gd
Ng::;c:; ; 3"1;3xﬁEqu§’h(z)gm basii;:ally shut down everyday between 6ctober 15th thru
om 7. until 3:00PM to process th |
ballots and get the ballots in the mail for delivgry to the eel:]c)tpori':.a Hlons for absentes

Presently county auditors have to
. ‘ ¢ to prepare for two (2) types of elections: traditi
g::)l;x;g ‘5:7!032 ta:n‘c:l ;otetby mm:i. hCounty auditors have no way of know.irtxrgagglv?ﬁiny
: absentee” and how many will show up on election d
auditors need to staff polling places and order P ot for beth ottt
: . ce! enough ballots for both the traditi
mail election. I estimate that this increases costs in Burleigh County by atr{zc:i;:o]n;;’and

Madam Chair and members of the Commniittee, please consider these items when

deliberating over this bill,

Thank You.
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PR v
y"sentee voters more numerous

r [ (]
umbers in Burlezgh County ber of ahsentee ballots (n the 2000 election,  Those who wish to vote prior to the Nov. 5
152'1}/ should exceed saig they're getting even more this year, election simply send a request to thefr roun'ty
’ dow}'lvs ;ﬁnggéﬁin (t) Isigertl;?t ?iumber gg}?g guﬁiton who malls them a ballot. Confpfeted

, ) er, election specialist ¢

ie 6,000 who voted 1n 2000 fr;r the secjretaryfof state’slofﬁqe. “It's g matl;r toaﬂsoé?ﬂi: eventaly returned to the aud!-

. Of.convenlence for people. In talki he :

10 ( C people. In talking to t Burleigh County Audi .
mar?lg I}SJ)'&?E ]audl”tors, they're all seeing more absentee bal-  he receiv%d aboutys,o%((f) tfgssm gglt})t:ailg
r Ot%‘he reason for the increase, auditors say, Is :ﬂ:tztoeglilﬁic Soay }}%expects t(;]easﬂy e
he latest trend in North Dakota voting  a target-m ' : 1 ltact, and votory st e dhan

get-marketing campalgn by the state’s 1,000 back alread

Ad be a lot like an elfin work stoppage at  political parties and other 1nte¥est groups. Nov. 4 to returrn th{:J? gg)&?ﬁﬁéﬁtﬁ%ﬁiﬁ?sl

1ta’s toy factory, They've malled ballot applic
pplications to voters  mailed another 1,00
Smaller turnout at the polls, they consider sympathetlg to their cause, in “Our goal is to ggtbr%]cl)?és Qﬁ?&%’éﬁfx?,eéo

County audltors, who saw a record num-  an attempt to generate more support, SEE ABSENTEE, 10A

.

BISMARCKTRIBUNE.COM

bsentee: Voting;t leisure a plus

Glatt said lawmakers balked at the ldea because  “QOur goa.l is to get

FROM 1A
it's wonderful that we're having this response,”  they thought it opened the door to fraud, that it
ta ; b wot}x'ld begtoo easy to vote more than once or  MOYXe

GlalN swald. st hand)éforpgz o;:l?}.‘” d k a ballot for someone else
n Morton County, auditor Paui Trauger said  mark a ballot for somne . . :
they're about on patze with the absente% num- But he sald those problems already exst, Pfll‘tlapatlon, S0
bers from 2000, ' though the instances are few. Glatt didn't think  it’s wonderful that
He said another reason many counties are that changing the name would dramatically 're having thi
sgeing Increalses {s "absentee” voigers ncedn‘t]be lncr%se thejgages %1; V(t)(t)etr atigaud. ftho appli were avm’g 18
absent any longer. Trauger sald a state law “We would be able e care o . .
Y997 3 ; catlon process instead of the partles (doing it),” response. It's Just

P AN BT e

passed in 1997 removed the requitement that »
voters provide a reason for their absence from  Glatt sald. handy for people.
el DRI IG5l County Ao
) » Juleen Cun-  las allings,, ;
8L alowec volers such g fuies work done ahead of time, Instead onalting for Kevin Glatt

nln‘gham of Bismarck to vote at their lelsure,

ing, If It had been like the ballots to come In.”
o mor ) Currently, absentee ballots are taken -~ stll]

that on election day, maybe 1 wouldn't have « s .
voted,” Cugningham}:?& led *I‘uesdaz'i "fFor me, tsJezadeéi — to the voter's home precinct on elec- It was lcylft]}’l”sh 4
it's about convenience. Plus, it's good for sen-  tinn day, morning. #ha
ve a tenduncy to forget The name on the outside of the envelope s s oty
s pocuuse we pave a tendeiicy 6 compared with a checklist at the precinct, and  been like thdt.on

thinﬁs Sometimes. 't be called d off so the cltizen cannot vote more than
Glatt sald the early voting shouldn't be called  crossed off so election day,

absentee balloting anymore. once.
‘ ¥ have absentee balloting in To vote prior to Nov. 5, request a ballot from )
e our counity courthouse o? download them maybe Iwouldn’t

North Dakota, we have vote-by-mall," Glatt
e rom the scoretary of state’s Web site, have voted”

R S A

{remly used only In the June primary electlons,
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ELECTION DAY NOV. 5, 2002

Public Service Commission

Rick Clayburgh
U.S. House
Susan Wefaid
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'STAY AT
HOME

o K Complete the attuched absentee ballot application to have a ballot mailed to your home for the
LN . | o November General Election.
i Give the completed application to your union officer/steward or Labor 2002 Coordinator!

ABSENT VOTER'S BALLOT APPLICATION PRE%T ISTRICT

e e s

Y
i
. The microgrephic fmages on this f1im are accurate reproductions of records delivered to Modern Information Systems for microfiiming and \
B American National Standards Institute &

were filmed in the regular course of business. The photographie proceos mests otandards of the §
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the attacks?

Make sure you check the record -

. Don’t believe
Rick Clayburgh’s distortions.
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~ Earl Pomeroy
has led the fight

to protect _ .4

Social Security. |
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-f REQUEST FOR ABSENTEE
VOTER’S BALLOT ;

" “sequest an Absentee Voter’s Ballot for the November 5, 2002 General Election.

y name and voting address are: J !
o joz 563/@?

Telephone Number 7 6 [ g 2 3 - 7/3/

Mailing Address (if different than your voting address above). Please print clearly. o

.

-

Malling Address

City ’ State Zip

1 do sulemnly affirm that [ have resided In the precinet, where ray residentfal voting uddress Js locuted, for at least thirty days next preceding the election,

) . L/ Jo=(p-o0a

Voter's Signature (This application must be signed to be valld, Only one vater per request.) Date
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were f{lmed in the regular course of business, The photographio process meets standards of the Amer{can National Standsrds Inatftute
(ANS1) for archival mierofilm. NOTICET 1t the fiimad image obove 1s loss leg’ble than this Notice, It fe due to the quality of the
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| REQUEST FOR ABSENTEE
—~ VOTER’S BALLOT

\_ I request an Absentee Voter’s Ballot for the November 5, 2002 General Election.
My name and vqu'ng address are:

/O Za OZ‘ Lll(iyld;luisméer W %/ cl//t&/L 74 /2'4’&2-—'-"
1 15t St.

Blsmarck, ND 58501
20— /)27 0%
Telephone Number - L’LQ

Mailing Addresg (if diffgrent than your voting address above). Please print clearly.

{ [ r7
O ZP} O | (»/H Mailing Address |
/ K CA

/
oy e

I do solemnly affirm that 1 have resided In the.pre‘éﬁ'é; 'where tny residential voting address is located, for at least thirty days next preceding the election,

.,.‘M"—"w
State Ztp

Voter's Signature (This application must be signed to be valld. Only one voter per request.) Date
-
|
e
‘I ; ds delivered to Modern Information Systems for microfilming and
The micrographic images on this film are accurate reproductions of recor dalIverad to Hodern Il o National Standards Inatituke "
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REQUEST FOR ABSENTEE
VOTER’S BALLOT

*I request an Absentee Voter’s Ballot for the November 5, 2002 General Election.
My name and voting address are: :
Paul Splonskowski

700 8. 12ty Street #2073
Bismarck, ND 58504

M e serg Wase-3970

Telephone Number ] /
Mailing Address (if different than your voting address above). Please print clearly.

Malling Address

Tvo S. /J\ZZ,&/L ’&7*“9\03 B/\S/ﬂﬁ/?c«é/yﬁ SCE oY

State 7ip

averesided In the precingt, where iy residentinl voting address Is locoted, for nt least thirty days next preceding the election.

[ do solemnly affirm that I b
» fj )f% jm@&g /A:SLA:Q_%
ate

ter's Signature (This nppl]mtmn must be signed to be valld. Only one voter per request.)
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REQUEST FOR ABSENTEE
VOTER’S BALLOT

I request an Absentee Voter’s Ballot for the November 5, 2002 General Election.
My name and voting address are:

w)._-_-_-»-__--zflwe@m&]&mmdr@ymx_..-__-_-___-__

Paul Sploaskowski
700 S 12th St. Lot 203
Bismarck, ND 58504

- ,
Hoas §-36/8 v 258 347

-

Telephone Number
Mailing Address (if different than your voting address above). Please print clearly.

Mnlling Address

State Zip

I do solemmly nﬁ“z? that | have residedsdn the preginet, where iy resldentlal voting nddress is located, for at least thirty days nexst preveding the election,
' Date

Voters 6( lgnature (This application must be siyned to be valid. Only onu voter per request.)
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| an Absentee Voter’s Ballot f
ot for the
Y November 5, 2002 General Election.
Gordan Knutson j |
2600 236th St. NE W Ak Adfetene.
McKenzie, ND 58572 ' . |
Telephone Number Z j 3 3 / A ﬂ«/d/7 Ziﬁar__< .
Mau. ‘ I " /4 ? /Zé’ M /&42&:2 :
ing ‘Address (if differerft than your voting address above) ) 2 )
1 é ) sy ' -7 2 ‘.Id
2 50 OZJé %\5/1 ///'E’ ‘ Lﬂ.&z‘ : ’
Mulling Address ‘74 7L
5 oty & sl =%
1 do solemnly affirm that T h : l
Cl;q ave regided In t.h/e/f precinet, where my resldential voting address Js locnted, for at least thirty days next preceding the et
- 1} / o W resen” ¢ election
» fd’“{’ ""’é“’”{’éﬁf”/ e £
oter's Signature (This application'must be signed to be valld, Only one voter per requ : Lﬁﬁ,&fﬂwé& o
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“Sse Norih Dakals Century Code, Chapter 16.4-07
pplication inust be lor at least one of State Primary ity Electlon Siate Generaly Special Other
the following elestions (please clrcle one):  Electicn (if applicabie) cllon Eletion  Elsctlon

anlng Address piass print oleatly

’ Nami 4 City/Township Peacingt or valing location
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Mallmg Atldress (1 dittecent than your vollng address sbuve) pleass print cleally

Mailing Address Gity Gounty Slate Ilp Code

. ot
1 do solemnly aliltm Ihat ) have resided 'a the precingl, where o -
iy tesldenal valing s0dtess is localed, lor 2t lenst 1ty days 223 TE

imnigaiately prioe lo the glection, Home of Gaylima Telephone Aumber
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“SREQUEST FOR ABSENTEE 1y,
0 VOTER’'S BALLOT

I réq an Absentee Vot@Es Ballot for the November 5, 2002 General Election.
ame and voting address are:

Marlenne Blumhagen
5300 20th Ave. NE
Bismacck, ND 58501

Telephone Number 2 2 % - Y Sy

Mailing Address (if different than your voting address above). Please print cleaxly.
Muailing Addresy

Chty State Zip

o

1 do solernly affirm that I have resided In the precinet, where iy residentinl voting address is located, for ol least thirtv days next preceding the election,

v Stus s AL 427/

Voter's Slgnature (Thls application must be slg

-—_

2t

to be valld, Only one voter pjyj
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REQUEST FOR ABSENTEE
VOTER’S BALLOT

I request an Absentee Votasis. Ballot for the November 5, 2002 General Election.
My name and voting address are:

Dave Ely
1818 E Bowen Ave.
Bismarck, ND 58504

Telephone Number 7 2. 2 - 2.5 7 /
Mailing Address (if different than your voting address above). Please print clearly.

*

Mailing Address

Clty State Zp
I do solemnly affirm Y have reShded in the precinet, /where myr;\ tlal vating address {s located, for at least thirty days next preceding the election,

N zyel F (0222

Voter’s Signature (‘IMis application must be glgned to be valid, Only one voter per xquggt,) Date
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REQUEST FOR ABSENTEE
VOTER’S BALLOT

I request an Absentee VoilllBallot for the November 5, 2002 General Election.
My narae and voting address are:

AME //)6 (SO
6 :
Telephone Number 7 2 2 - 2 § 7 /g %0[0 \ \

Maﬂing Address (if different than your voting address above). Please print cle ?i@/ﬁw——%j .
1§19 €AST BOweEl Ave ‘ ;‘
Malling Address
BIsmAxK BB AJD §836y
City State p

io solermnl T have msided In the precinct, where my restdential voting nddress 18 located, for at least thirty doys next preceding the election. ;
i Dato

" Voter's Slgnarure (This upplimdon !}t{lst be signed to be valid. Ounly one voter pezirt
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SECRETARY OF STATE TOLL FREE 1-800-382-0887
February 13, 2003

TO: Senator Karen Krebsbach and Members of the Senate Government and Veteran's
Aftalrs Committee

FR:  Cory G. Fong, Deputy Secretary of State
RE: Amondments to Senate Bill No. 2248 — Absentee and Early Voting

Since the hearing of Senate Bl 2248, the Secretary of State's offlce has worked with the
various Interested parties to address concerns about the legislation.

As a resuit of our work, | am providing the committee with a new and improved set of
amendments to Senate BIli No. 2248. The changes in the new set of amendments accomplish

the following:

* Allows completed absentee ballot applications to be returned to an Intermediary (e.g. a
political party, assoclation, etc.) as long as the Intermediary submits all completed
applications received from applicants to the appropriate election officials in a timely manner.

* No longer requires absentee ballot applications provided and distributed by anyone other
than an election officlal (e.g. a political party, assoclation, etc.) to be approved by the
Secretary of State as long as the application meets the requirements of the law.

| » Nolonger requires absentee ballot applications to inciude a statement disclosing the porson,
as defined in section 16.1-08.1-01, or political party, responsible for paying for distribution of
the application.

¢ Provides the same restriction for whom may provide assistance to an Individual voting an
absentee ballot as a voter voting a ballot in the polling location on Election Day. An
absentee voter who cannot read English or may have a disability that prevents them from
reading or marking the ballot could not receive assistance from the absentee voter's
employer, officer or agent of the voter's union, or a candidate for any office, or a relative of 3

candidate for any office.
* Requires early voting precincts to be In government-controlled facllities.

« Allows a U.S, citizen who Is 18 years of age or older who has never lived in the United
States and whose parent is a qualified elector of the state, to vote absentee in North Dakota

for federal offices only.

o Establishes the Secretary of State's office as the single office in the state for providing
Information regarding absentee voting by military and overseas cltizens who are sligible to
vote In the state according to HAVA.

If you want to choose your own future, VOTET - Tussday Zwelow - 2000-2002 Gel Oul the Vole Slogan Winner - Blsmarck Vo Tach

o

docunent being f1lmed. - | (\b\i K- r_b)m \b\;\\‘?j};
: opo"""r:at: 5176 Sgrature o - a

’?*,iﬁm"'& i&%



LR

r

« Directs the Secretary of State to develop uniform pracedures for county auditors to follow
N when transmitting and receiving voting materials to and from military and overseas voters.

« Directs the Secretary of State to establish uniforrn procedures for county auditors to follow
when notifying a military or overseas voter that thelr ballot was rejected.
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PRCPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2248

Page 1, line 1, replace “a new sectlon” with "three new sections”

Page 1, line 2, after "to” Insert “designating the secretary of state as the single office for
providing absentee voting information to military and overseas voters, rejecting absentee
ballots cast by military and overseas voters, and” and after “reenact” insert “subsection 2

of section 16.1-07-01,"

Page 1, line 3, after “to” insert “absentse voting for federal offices by citizens who have never
lived in the Unlted States,”

Page 1, after line 5. insert:

“SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Subsection 2 of secilon 16.1-07-01 of the North Dakota
Century Code Is amended and reenacted as follows:

2, A qualified elector who Is a citizen of the United States and lives outside the
United States, or a citizen of the United States who Is eighteen yeurs of age or
older and has never lived In the United States and whose parent Is a qualified
elector of the state, may vote absentee in this state pursuant to this chapter if the

Individual:
a. Does not maintain a domicile;

- b. Is not reglistered to vote,

[0} Is not voting In any other state, territory, or possession of the United
States; and

d. Possesses a valld passport or card of Identlty and registration issued
under the authority of the secretary of state of the United States.

Such an elector may vote only In federal elections, which means any election
held solely or in part for the purpose of electing or nominating any cancldate for
the office of president, vice president, presldential elector, member of the United
States senate, or member of the United States house of representatives.”

Page 1, line 9, remove “dlrectly”

Page 2, line 4, replace “With the exception of an application from a member of the United States
armed forces” with “Anyone other than an election official Identified In section 16.1-07-

05, who Is collecting completed absent voter's ballot applications, must submit all
completed applications recelved from applicants to the appropriate slection officials in a
timely manner to_allow an applicant to recelve, vote, and mall an absent voter's ballot

before the day of the election,”

Page 2, remove lines 5 through 9

Page 2, line 15, overstrike “or" and immediately thereafter insert *,”

Page 2, line 16, after the comma insert “or any blank”

Page 1
amendments (sb 2248) 020103
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2248

Page 2, remove lines 28 through 31

Page 4, line 2, remove “the applicant's employer, officer, or"

Page 4, line 3, remove "agent of the applicant's union, or" and , or a relative of a"

Page 4, line 4, remove "candidate for any office as descrlbed In subsection 2 of section 16.1-05-
02/’

Page &, after line 19, Insert:

“6,  Each person requesting an absent voter's ballot under this chapter, who cannot
read the English languags, or that because of blindness or other disabllity is
unable to. mark tive voter's ballot, upon request, may recelve the assistance of
any person of the voter's choice, other than the voter's employer, officer or agent
of the voler's union, a candldate running [n that election, or a relative of a
candidate as provided in subsection 2 of section 16.1-05-02, in marking the

voter's ballot,

' SECTION 6. A new section to chapter 16.1-07 of the North Dakota Century Code Is
‘s created and enacted as follows:

j o, Secretary of state to provide Information regarding absentee voting for military .

and overseas voters. The secretary of state shall serve as the single office In the state for

| providing information reqarding absentee voting by military and overseas citizens ellglble to vote

j In the state according to section 702 of the Help America Vote Act of 2002 [Pub.L. 107-252, 116

| Stat. 1666, 42 USC 1973ff-1]. The secretary of state shall develop and provide uniform
procedures for county auditors to follow when transmitting and recelving applicatlons for
absentee ballots and absentee ballots to and from military and overseas voters,

SECTION 7. A new section to chapter 16,1-07 of the North Dakota Century Code is
created and enacted as follows:

Notification of rejected absentce ballots cast by military and overseas voters. The

secretary of state shall establish a uniform procedure for county auditors to follow when
notifying any military or overseas voter that the voter's absentee ballot was relected along with

the reason why the voter's absentee ballot was relected according to section 707 of the Help
America Vote Act of 2002 [Pub.L. 107-262, 116 Stat, 1666, 42 USC 1973ff-1].”

Page 5, line 26, replace “16.10-13" with *16,1-13"

Page 6, line 12, after space insert "jn a government controlled facility”

Renumber accordingly

Page 2
amendments (sb 2248) 020103
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SECRETARY OF STATE TOLL FREE 1-80(-362.0867
March 20, 2003

TO: Representative Matt Klein and Memters of the House Government and Veteran's Affalrs
Committee

FR: Cory G. Fong, Deputy Secrelary of State
RE: Senate Blil No. 2248 — Absentee and Early Voting

Senate BIll No. 2248 incorporates additional security and integrity measures into our absentee
voting laws intended to address concerns that were hrought to the forefront during the 2002
election cycle. Senate BIll No. 2248 brings efficiencies to the administration of absentee voting
that takes place at the county-auditors offices during the last days before the election by
offictally introducing an early voting option for countles to voluntarily adopt. Senate Blll No.
2248 also attempts to make changes intended to put North Dakota In compliance with parts of
the new federal election reform bill, the Help America Vote Act of 2002.

The bill accomplishes the following:

@ Allows completed absentee ballot applications to be returned to an intermediary (e.g. a
) political party, assoclation, etc.) as long as the intermedlary submits all completed
TN applications recelved from applicants to the appropriate election officlals in a timely manner
to-allow a voter to recelve, vote, and mall an absentee ballot before the day of the election.

(Section 2)

¥ Requires absentee ballot applications provided by election officials to be prescribed by the
Secretary of State. (Sections 3 and 4)

@ Provides that absentee ballot applications distributed by anyone other than an election
official (e.g. a political party, association, etc.) be approved by the Secretary of State unless
the application mests the requirements set out by law. (Section 3)

0 Requires absentee ballot applications to require a space for voters to include their precinct
or voting locatlon, If known. (Section 3)

e Provides a process for persons who cannot sign an absentee ballot application to mark an
(X) and have It witnessed. (Sectlon 3)

o Provides the same restriction for whom may provide assistance to an individual voting an
absentes ballot as a voter voting a ballot in the polling location on Election Day. An
absentee voter who cannot read English or may have a disabllity that prevents them from
reading or marking the ballot could not receive assistance from the absentee voter's
employer, officer or agent of the voter's union, or a candidate for any office, or a relative of a

candidate for any office. (Section 5)
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SB 2248 - Absentee and Early Voting
House Government and Veteran's Affairs
March 20, 2003

Page two

Prevents election officlals from providing & ballot to anyone acting as an agent who cannot
provide a signed, written, authorization form. {Section &)

Authorizes countles, as a voluntary option, to establish an early voting precinct on business
days during the 16 days Immediately preceding the election that would process early voters
like a traditional election board. The early voting precinct election board would be
comprised of an independent person to act as the inspactor and equal representation of
each political party represented on the election board. Results from the early voting precinct
may not be colinted, canvassed, and released until the closing of the polls on Election Day.
The early voting precinct must aperate according to all existing laws governing the conduot
of election boards, precincts, the opening and closing of the polls, and counting and
canvassing procedures. The bill requires early voting precincts to be In government-
controlied facillities. (Section 6)

Clarifies that only those members of the Armed Forces living outside the United States and
other qualified electors living outside the United States may recelve ballots arid return
ballots by fax and request absentee ballots without completing and submitting an
application, (Sections 2 and 3)

Allows a U.S. citizen who Is 18 years of age or older who has never lived in the United
States and whose parent is a qualified elector of the state, to vote absentese in North Dakota

for federal offices only. (Section 1)

Establishes the Secretary of State's office as the single office in the state for providing
information regarding absentae voting by military and overseas citizens who are eligible to
vote in the state according to the Help America Vote Act of 2002. (Section 7)

Directs the Secretary of State to develop uniform procedures for county auditors to follow
when transmitting and receiving voting materiais to and from military and overseas voters.

(Section 7)

Directs the Secretary of State to establish uniform procedures for county auditors to follow
when notifying military or overseas voters that their ballot was rejected, (Section 8)

The Secretary of State's office supports Senate Blll No. 2248 and encourages this committee to
give it a do pass recommendation.
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Senate Bill 2248

Chairman Klein and members of the House Government and Veterans A ffairs
Committee

I am Michael Montplaisir, Cass County Auditor and am here in support of Senate Bill
2248,

Senate Bill 2243 is a bill that changes some of the absentee voter application
requirements and allows for an early voting precinct.

Absentee voting has really taken off over the past few years. Besides the applications
for absentee ballots that counties publish in the papers, applications are available on
state and county web sites, political parties and other groups mail applications to
potential voters, and political candidates hand out applications as they go door to door
campaigning. The whole effort is geared toward getting the public out to vote.

In Cass County, we have seen more interest in voting absentee, particularly in the
general elections. The chart below shows the number of people applying for absentee
ballots since 1996.

Primary General
1996 3,236 Presldential
1098 428 2,065
2000 206 6,427  Presidentlal
2002 968 5,080

The increase can be attributed to a number of factors, including conv.nience, fear of
the weather in November, and our busy 21 century life style.

An early voting precinct would operate very much like any other precinct on Election

" Day. An election board would be established through the same political process othet

election boards are nominated, the days and hours the poll would be open would be
set by the County Commission; again, the same as they do for regular polling sites.

One of the differences between a regular polling site and the early voting site might
be in the level of technology. Because of the proximity to the county auditor’s office,
we have the possibility of the poil workers using computers to record the voters in the
poll book. With new technology available, we may be able to use either direct
recording devices fot voting or precinct scanners which would speed up election
reporting on Election Day. I estimate that an election board operating the same hours
as the coutthouse would cost the county about $350 per day.

If our goal is to increase voter participation, an early voting precinct would be
beneficial to both the voters and the election administrators. This early voting
precinct would give us one more tool to serve the voters in North Dakota, without
significantly increasing the cost of elections.

I urge you to support Senate Bill 2248
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