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Chairman Price opened hearing. Eleven members present, one absent.

Danielle Kenneweg, Director Division of Cancer Prevention and Control, State of North
‘Dakota.

See Attached Testimony.

Rep. Porter: Is the data entered in to a data base?

D. Kenneweg: Yes, we have started the process.

Rép. Weisz: Do you have Federal funding?

D. Kenneweg: We receive $398,000.00 in Federal funding. It is a 60/20 state funding match.
Rep. Weisz: If you have been doing this 1994, why are we presenting the new law.

D. Kenneweg: This is a Federal requirement for federal funding.

Rep. Nelson: Do the hospitals/physicians do it with out pay?

D. Kenneweg: Yes

Rep. Nelson: How cumbersome is this, knowing the importance. Is the paperwork user friendly?
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D. Kenneweg: 150 points, staff can assist with the paper work.

Chairman Price: If a patient starts in a small clinic and is referred out, that patient can generate
4-5 reports.

D. Kenneweg: Yes.

Chairman Price: Does this cause confusion?

D. Kenneweg: Hopefully, none.

Chairman Price: Will this be covered under the Health review?

D. Kenneweg: It should be.

Rep. Porter: Under legislation, is it making this mandatory?

D. Kenneweg: This is already required.

Rep. Porter: Is this different regarding notification?

D. Kenneweg: It is already in force?

Rep. Porter: Is there a penalty?

D. Kenneweg: No, there is not.

Rep. Nelson: What information, data and what is done with it when collected?

D. Kenneweg: It is in the process, 6 years worth of data, this gives us the opportunity to look at
trends.

Rep. Nelson: When will the report be done?

D. Kenneweg: In June.

Chairman Price: Electronic system included?



Page 3

House Human Services Committee

Bill/Resolution Number HB 1117

Hearing Date 1/11/05

D. Kenneweg: It is in discussion to adapt a combined system - consolidate the electronic
system.

Rep. Weisz: How many incidents of cancer do we know of now.

D. Kenneweg: Approximately 3,100 per year.

Judith Whitmeyer: Med Center/St.Alex/Cancer Center.

I am here as a cancer patient, and also to inform you that the doctors have very little time to
spend on this, so it allows us to collect information that is used state wide.

Chairman Price: As a citizen, how do you find out about the registry?

J. Whitmeyer: One benefit is that I can find out if anyone has the same type of cancer, doctor’s
who are treating it, and information on the treatments.

Dave Peske, American Medical Assn.

Regarding the physicians, State Health Dept. requirements, concerning the federal grant, they
have no problem with it.

Close hearing on HB 1117. (MR-3443)

Discussion:

Rep. Kaldor: How much is it costing to collect data ?

Chairman Price: As I understand it, $150.00 each incident.

Rep. Kreidt: It seems to me you would need 5-6 years to collect data to make any reasonable
determination.

Rep. Weisz: We know what we have to do, but it seems $550,000 a biennium to do it, it is a lot

Rep. Porter: 1 can certainly understand Rep. Weisz’s concerns of this bill, but we have to take

into consideration, but even though this state agency hasn’t provided certain information on
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where patients have been treated successfully and what the national trends are regarding whether
or not they could keep that patient in the local community or transfer to other facility to do the
chemotherapy. There certainly is interaction between the national and the state data base, as the
data base is to allow health care providers to find the best care for their patients and what is
working and what isn’t and where they need to be treated.

Rep. Weisz: I support we need to do the registry, but I have a problem with spending that
amount of money to collect such specialized and limited information.

Rep. Devlin: Motion Do Pass, Rep. Porter: Second Vote: 11-0-1 Carrier: Rep. Porter

(MR -4026)




Y FISCAL NOTE
Requested by Legislative Council
12/22/2004

Bill/Resolution No.: HB 1117

1A. State fiscal effect: /dentify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to
funding fevels and appropriations anficipated under current law.

2003-2005 Biennium 2005-2007 Biennium 2007-2009 Biennium
General OtherFunds General OtherFunds General Other Funds
Fund Fund Fund
Revenues
Expenditures
Appropriations
1B. County, city, and school district fiscal effect: /dentify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political subdivision.
2003-2005 Biennium 2005-2007 Biennium 2007-2009 Biennium
School School School
Counties Cities Districts | Counties Cities Districts | Counties Cities Districts

2. Narrative: [dentify the aspects of the measure which cause fiscal impact and include any comments relevant to
your analysis.

registry. The cancer registry was initiated approximately ten years ago when the Emergency Commission approved
federal funding for this program. Spending authority for the program has been included in the department's biennial
appropriations ever since and continues to be requested in the 2005-07 governor's recommended budget.

. House Bill 1117 provides statutory language specifically authorizing the Department of Health to maintain a cancer

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please.
A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and
fund affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, fine
item, and fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, of the effect on
the biennial appropriation for each agency and fund affected and any amounts included in the executive
budget. Indicate the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations.

Name: Arvy J. Smith gency: Department of Health
Phone Number: 328-3070 Date Prepared: 12/23/2004
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HB 1117: Human Services Committee (Rep. Price, Chairman) recommends DO PASS

(11 YEAS, 0 NAYS', 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1117 was placed on the
Eleventh order on the calendar.

{2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 . _ HR-06-0315

I




2005 SENATE HUMAN SERVICES

. HB 1117

e




2005 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. HB 1117
Senate Human Services Committee
O Conference Committee

Hearing Date February 14, 2005

Tape Number Side A Side B Meter #
1 X 1750-3460
| Committee Clerk Signature %7 W
Minutes:

. Chairman Lee opened the public hearing on HB 1117. All members were present.

\ This bill relates to authority of the state department of health to maintain a cancer registry.
Testimony in favor of HB 1117
Danielle Kenneweg, Director of the Division of Cancer Prevention and Control for the
North Dakota Department of Health. See written testimony (Attachment 1)
Chairman Lee: Why is the brain tumor registry separate from the cancer registry?
Kenneweg: It’s a separate research group established in cooperation with the other national
organizations to look just at brain tumors/cancers.
Sen. Warner: Do you have information regarding geographic locations?
Kenneweg: There are 150 data elements we collect on incidents of cancer. We ask for a

residential location. However, a barrier is when hospitals or clinics report post office boxes as
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locations. But we are working with our data base system on a geoquoting system as well to begin
to analyze those kind of situations as well. This would addresses those env.ironmental issues.
When you have small numbers like we do in rural areas of North Dakota, it would not protect
someone’s privacy to report that there was one case of brain cancer in a small county because
most people would know who that individual is. Due to federal and state law, we protect that
information very carefully. When we are reporting, we suppress any cases that are less than five.
Sen. Brown: You applied for a grant in 1994, I assume you got it shortly thereafter, and you’ve
been working at it, why do you need the change in the law?

Kenneweg: The federal law asks that you have state law authorizing the registry. When we
received funding in 1994, we came to the emergency commission and requested authority to
spend money and money to hire an SPE. We’ve been operating the registry under the general
authority of the state health officer. We’re now just trying to come into compliance with that
federal requirement.

Sen. Dever: Have you found any certain types of cancer in North Dakota that’s different from
the rest of the country? What kind of steps are taken to deal with that?

Kenneweg: There are five leading cancers in North Dakota and they tend to be the same as the
rest of the country. Those are bladder, prostate, breast, lung and colorectal. What do we do with
that information? We are currently in the middle of a data study for the comprehensive cancer
program to look at what the data tells us about cancer. This report is due in June. We're a very
young registry, we started collecting data in 1997, others are 30-40 years old. We’re just starting

to be able to see trends.
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Chairman Lee: Are there state universities that are doing any research about the kind of things
that we’ve discussed here?

Kenneweg: We get requests from lots of researchers, many of which are from universities. But
we don’t know what kind of research they’re doing.

Sen. Lyson: I've noticed that there’s a high incidence of pancreatic cancer in Williston.
Kenneweg: We've been made aware of that concern. We have looked at the data and have been
in response to individuals who questioned it.

Donna Bosch, testifying for Dr. Kevin, Oncologist from Minot. See written testimony

(Attachment 2)

There was no further testimony for HB 1117

Chairman Lee closed the public hearing on HB 1117

Senator Warner moved DO PASS on HB 1117, seconded by Senator Brown

Vote: S yeas, 0 nays, 0 absent Carrier: Senator Brown
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Testimony
House Bill 1117
House Human Services Committee
Tuesday, January 11, 2005
North Dakota Department of Health

Good afternoon, Madam Chair and members of the House Human Services
Committee. My name is Danielle Kenneweg, and I am director of the Division of
Cancer Prevention and Control for the North Dakota Department of Health. I am
here today to testify in support of House Bill 1117.

In 1992, the United States Congress passed legislation authorizing funding to
establish cancer registries in states that did not have them. As a result of that
legislation, North Dakota became eligible to apply for cancer registry funding from
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The North Dakota
Department of Health applied for and received that funding in 1994. In order to
qualify for funding, applicants were required to provide assurance to the Secretary
of Health and Human Services that state law authorizes the statewide cancer
registry. This proposed legislation would provide such authorization to maintain

the cancer registry as it currently exists.

The North Dakota Cancer Registry is a statewide central registry system that
collects incidence and mortality data on all North Dakota residents who are
diagnosed and treated for cancer either within or outside the state. Its purpose is to
support all aspects of cancer prevention and control (prevention, screening,
diagnosis, treatment, rehabilitation and quality of life) by providing quality data
and summary statistics. The Cancer Registry supports local public health and
health-care providers, agencies and facilities by following cancer incidence and
treatment trends, facilitating rapid reporting-of cancer and providing accurate
cancer data in report formats.

The attached program brochure describes the state Cancer Registry. I would like to
take a few moments to describe how the Cancer Registry operates.

When a physician diagnoses cancer, that incident is reported in a patient’s medical
record. At the larger hospitals in North Dakota, a hospital cancer registry collects
information about that cancer incident and enters it into a database in the form of
an abstract. On a regular basis, the hospital reports new cancer incidents to the state
central registry via an electronic download to a central database. In small hospitals



and independent physician offices, local registries do not exist. In those cases, a
staff person in the office or medical records department periodically sends key
information from the medical record of a cancer patient to the state Cancer
Registry. The state Cancer Registry also receives abstracts, test results and partial
medical record information from other facilities, such as outpatient surgical
centers, clinics, pathology laboratories, treatment centers; from death certificates;

and from central registries in other states.

If partial information is provided, contact is made with the agency or facility to
retrieve any missing data elements. If necessary, a staff person travels to the
facility to gather the needed information. During 2004, staff traveled to 18
locations in the state for this purpose.

When the data reaches the state Cancer Registry, it is entered into a privacy-
protected database. The registry uses a software program to check the validity of
data in the numerous fields against a set of acceptable codes. In addition, a staff
person who is an expert in quality control reviews data visually.

Each year, state Cancer Registry data is submitted to three major national
organizations — the North American Association of Central Cancer Registries, the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Central Brain Tumor Registry
of the United States. Each month, the state Cancer Registry processes five to 10
requests for data from citizens of North Dakota, health-care providers, researchers,
health-care organizations and others. Federal and state laws protect confidential
medical information; therefore, only aggregate data is released and/or published.

Cancer Registry data is used in numerous ways, including:

e Analyzing the burden of cancer in North Dakota.

e Identifying how many residents are diagnosed with cancers.

e Naming the most common types of cancer in North Dakota.

o Recognizing the deadliest cancers in the state.

Studying trends in cancer treatment.

o Targeting efforts with cancer education, prevention and screening.

This proposed legislation will meet the requirements of the Federal law and allows
the North Dakota Department of Health to maintain the operations of the state
Cancer Registry. There is no additional fiscal effect and there would be no change

in current practice.

This concludes my testimony. I am happy to answer any questions you may have.

—y—



QesH Jo weumiedag BI0e(] UON “'
. )

e1e(q KI1[ELIOIA] PUB S0UIPISU]
- Iaoue)) Lien) Jo 201mog-

AnS13o1195Ue)/SN"PU"2)eIS IR MMM QO M

09€T'8TE T0L :Xe
(A1uo 21218 W) Z1$S°087°008
€E€T'8TE 10L duoydapay,

007050585 "A'N. “Yosewsig -130URD I0] €1ep Ia0ued gjemode Surpiaosd

10€ 1o “3AV "PAId T 009 ‘
AnsiBoy 150U80 ©10NEQ JHON . | _UEW 130ued Jo Sunpodas prder Suneyioey

uornjowold yijeay Jo uolsIAlg
yi[eaH jo yuauntedsq ejoye guoN

-spodas pajejas

SUIMO[]0] ‘S358D 190UBD JO UONQLSIP |
Ay} uo sonsnes Arewwns Juipraoxd Aq

sarouagde ares yypesy [eoof spoddns YHAN .
YL, "I90URD JO JUSUNEIN pUe SISouTeIp
‘uon2)ap Apres sjowold jey) swesSoid -

- duneneas pue Suuoymow ‘Funsdie) Aq

Jonuoa xzoued poddns 03 si Ansidar 10oues

; . ' [exuad ayers oy Jo asodmnd ayf . _.ﬁﬁw_...oﬁ

' pue vumoamm% SIe OYM SHUAPISal Bl1oNe(;
atoz 11e uo gjep Ajjenow pue ooao?oE
. '$109[[00 Je} Qm_we Jaoued ou.BBSm BSI.

SpuaJ) jusulleal) pue aduapIoul 130uUed -

u_zm?o 10 UM JAYIIS 130UED J0f pajeal’

¥



i T syusunredop
St _._:mu_._ ale)s Se [ons sanLIoyne yijesy
33:& 0] UOTIBZLIOYINE [ENPIAIPUL JNOYNM
uoleuLIoJul 3jesy pa3osjoxd ssoposip

PV AN[IqMIUNOddY pue Ajjiqeiiod SouRImsu]
a:aom YL, "suonuaAayul pue suonednsoAur

ta .\Em_wum .6050 Ecxaﬁ E.S Z of..

T

.bmmmooou S pasiAal pue
" PAMAITAAI SI UOHBULIOJUT 9JRINDORU] ‘S}IpNE
v Junorsqest pue Suipulj-ases [euIUI pue
.7 uonUBAlI pUR [01UO)) SEISI(] SO SINNAY)
B 9y} Aq Pa1oNpuod SIPNE [BUIANXI ‘SPI0IAI
. PaNIuIqns JO MOIAAI [ensIA AQ PALJLISA

. SI os[e ANpIeA Bje(§ °Sopod 9jqeidadoe

Jo 135 & jsurede spia1] BIEP SNOLIBA YY) W)

e1ep Y] Jo AIpIjeA oy sydayo jeyy weidoxd
dTemyos SLIAH Ue sasn JYDIAN 21 ‘Brep

a[qerjaI pue 3)9[dwoo “a3eINooe 2INSSE O,

[onue) Lend

*$301n0s Suntodal [[e WO pIOII 190UED

'~ 9191dwoo © 10] smoj[e osfe pue Ajsnotaaxd
A panIugns uadq SBY 958D B I3ylagm
- Suruuuap ui Jyeis Ansidaz oy isisse
SISTJIUapI Juanied "Ansidar [enuao age)s o)
18 PAL30A1 31 SP10931 djedridnp jey) suedw

03 SALUS Pa1aA0d spuusd (VVJIH) .

. yireay ongnd Joue[[12AMS Y[y
~otjqnd jonpuos 0} pue aseasip Suijjonuos
..&.m,u:cgoum Jo.asodmd a1y 20} uoneuLIOyUI -
J90UB3 193[[02 0} me] Aq pazuoyne.
SEAQIEay JO usunredad eloyeq yLoN sy -

«94 b.—.aa~==euu<_.,
_Eu b__.aatem 3:«.—35 5—.3-.—

ST ._o& JeJ2A3S JB pajean Io/pue

pasoudeip a1e payrodal $asBI I90UERD SWOS .

asNe2aq AIessadou ore SINUIPT Jusne

H.‘.._s_a::ﬁ.._ _mﬁbﬁmﬁ z.o__oo Agm

o

wo>_uou.~ Eo:buoh

-100Ued [[& muw:_oﬁ 1uauipL f0 254n00 1541

‘osEasIp 9Y) JO EH% oy pue 130180 51

. J0 9215 33 {190We0 51) JO UONEOO] 2 “1AOUED
mo o&c uﬁ mog_ua_ u:%:mSQ "“uoneuLIoul -

ot a1 Jo 90Mmos 3g) pue pasouSerp sem’
1a0UeD 31} 93P AU} SSPN[OUT AUDLSIUNUPY -
" ‘uonednoso pue sousprsar ‘oeyd”

. -JuIq ‘sTaess {eyew ‘punoiSyoeq oyl
‘a0l ‘x3s ‘oFe ‘ouwreu s juaned 120ued

sapnjour o1ydp43ouwia(] $9i10837ed INOJ O

P2MOS 9q UL UOHRWIOIUI SIY] ‘UOTJRULIOJUI
Pa1B[21-190UBd A[UO §393[[00 A1is1301 2y},

(PAIIOD)
] uonewaoyuy jo adLy jeyan

"$2Je)S IY)0 WolJ SAIsIFal

I30Ued PUR $31LDILI YIeap apnjoul

. BJEp JO $301N0S I3 ‘sisouerp Jo syjuour
XIS uIyiim Ansi3a1 190ued [B1U2D 9)8YS Ay

0} ‘s130ued pasoudelp Ajmau Uo JuUsSUNLas}
Surpnyour ‘eyep ywqns 03 pasnbai st 901330
uerosAyd pue 10juso Jusunean A3o0j0ouo

JIo uoneiper ‘A1ojeioqe| ASojoyyed ‘oruio
‘103u20 Jed13ms jusnedino ‘rendsoy yoey

. uonINNIo) B

-~ paysiqnd ore
.B% oﬁmmouwmu AluQ qo:mE.Ho,«E [estpawr
?_Eoeunoo 199701d mBa_ BSm _Ed _a.avo dq -

bﬁw:o_.u:oo Enn i+

P

"Pa)92[{0D 10U ST XIAISD 3} JO
TIS-U] BUIOUIDIED JO UDYS 9Y} JO BWOUIDIRD
1199 snowrenbs pue feseqg  -ajqepodar a1

.osye jonp [eaduireydoruero pue puetd feamd

‘pue[d Areymrd “wo)sAs snoAssU [RIUSD
A JO s1d0uLd USIuaq [[Y "BUIOOJes pue

- . gwotepW ‘ewoydwA] ‘@nuayna| ‘eWouIdIed

+ ‘PWOUIOTED0UIPE SIpN{oul s, “djqenodar
| I; ¢ °Ie SI90UEO jueuSijew 10 WIs-ul [[y

3 2856 o_ﬁte&m

mnauuhom

-1o0ued pue Hopuaaald ‘uorjgonps |
.-oo:ao o>oEn: pue spusn Apmg. e

0T Trsorer 1ooued Joydty

Jo Jomol sey ejoje( yHoN Jo eare Aue
. JI pue S190Ue0 1Sa1peap o) AZiuS000y e
‘199180 Jo 9d£) uouIIIos SO oY) SWBN »

- "120UB) YNM pasouderp
- 2I¢ SHUOPISDI AURUI MOY AJIUIP] e

4 "Bl0NE(] YUON
Ul I120ued Jo ormord j[eIOA0 oY) 3ZAjRUY e
101 YDAN 23 S9[qRUD SI120UBd pasouerp
A1moau 30 uonoa[jod a4, *£66] Atenuef ul
uegaq s190ued pasouderp A[mau Jo uoKoa[joo
eje(] "2seasip sjqenodal v se 190ued apn[our
0] S3[MY SANENSIUTWPY 2Y) papuswe
jrounod qijeaH e10ye@ YHON 34l ‘9661 ug

"S9)BO1J 1110 Yieap Jo sisA[eue yInoiy)

Auo 3[qe[leAR SEAM UOIIBULIOJUI [BONISTIR)S
Iaoued ‘AISNOIAAI] "p661 W PaYSI[qElsD

Sem — e)j03e( YUON JO SIUSPISAI uo ejep
Ajjeyiow pue a0uapIdUl $100]{0d Jeyy A1siSor
Iaoued paseq-uonendod ‘opimares v —
(4DAN) Ans1gay 19oue)) wl03e(] YuoN 2y,

- (AnsiSoy ..ou-..u YA




North Dakota @ Cancer Coalition

January 11, 2005
Dear Madam Chair and Members of the House Human Services Committee:

I am writing to you as the Chairman of the North Dakota Cancer Coalition in support of
House Bill 1117. Our Coalition consists of several healthcare organizations throughout
our state involved in prevention, detection, treatment, and surveillance of cancer. Other
members of the Coalition include the Health Department, American Cancer Society,
North Dakota Medical Association, and the University of North Dakota to mention a few.

Our many members are ali stakeholders in some form or another in the fight against
cancer. Our primary goal s to decrease the incidence and death rate due to cancer in our
state. The Coalition also has the long-term goals of bringing state-of-the-art cancer
therapy to all citizens of North Dakota. '

To accomplish our goals objectively requires good quality cancer data and statistics. This
information is readily available to our organization through the North Dakota Cancer
Registry. The purpose of the registry system is to collect incidence and mortality
statistics on the residents of North Dakota who are diagnosed and treated for cancer.

In order to improve our efforts of cancer prevention, early detection, appropriate therapy
and follow-up throughout our state, a centralized cancer registry is critical. This will
enable us to understand the burden of cancer in North Dakota and identify trends in
diagnosis and treatment of cancer. Thus, enabling us to target our efforts to decrease
cancer incidence and mortality.

This proposed legislation would fulfill a continued essential function in the tracking of
cancer in our state and for future planning. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

THIS DOCUMENT ELECTRONICALLY SIGNED BY KEVIN B. COLLINS M.D.
1/10/05.

Kevin B. Collins, M.D.

KBC/sap
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Testimony
House Bill 1117
Senate Human Services_Committee
Monday, February 14, 2005
North Dakota Department of Health

Good afternoon, Madam Chair and members of the Senate Human Services
Committee. My name is Danielle Kenneweg, and I am director of the Division of
Cancer Prevention and Control for the North Dakota Department of Health. I am
here today to testify in support of House Bill 1117.

In 1992, the United States Congress passed legislation authorizing funding to
establish cancer registries in states that did not have them. As a result of that
legislation, North Dakota became eligible to apply for cancer registry funding from
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The North Dakota
Department of Health applied for and received that funding in 1994. In order to
qualify for funding, applicants were required to provide assurance to the Secretary
of Health and Human Services that state law authorizes the statewide cancer
registry. This proposed legislation would provide such authorization to maintain
the cancer registry as it currently exists.

The North Dakota Cancer Registry is a statewide central registry system that
collects incidence and mortality data on all North Dakota residents who are
diagnosed and treated for cancer either within or outside the state. Its purpose is to
support all aspects of cancer prevention and control (prevention, screening,
diagnosis, treatment, rehabilitation and quality of life) by providing quality data
and summary statistics. The Cancer Registry supports local public health and
health-care providers, agencies and facilities by following cancer incidence and
treatment trends, facilitating rapid reporting of cancer and providing accurate
cancer data in report formats. :

The attached program brochure describes the state Cancer Registry. I would like to
take a few moments to describe how the Cancer Registry operates.

When a physician diagnoses cancer, that incident is reported in a patient’s medical
record. At the larger hospitals in North Dakota, a hospital cancer registry collects
information about that cancer incident and enters it into a database in the form of
an abstract. On a regular basis, the hospital reports new cancer incidents to the state
central registry via an electronic download to a central database. In small hospitals



and independent physician offices, local registries do not exist. In those cases, a
staff person in the office or medical records department periodically sends key
information from the medical record of a cancer patient to the state Cancer
Registry. The state Cancer Registry also receives abstracts, test results and partial
medical record information from other facilities, such as outpatient surgical
centers, clinics, pathology laboratories, treatment centers; from death certificates;
and from central registries in other states.

If partial information is provided, contact is made with the agency or facility to
retrieve any missing data elements. If necessary, a staff person travels to the
facility to gather the needed information. During 2004, staff traveled to 18
locations in the state for this purpose.

When the data reaches the state Cancer Registry, it is entered into a privacy-
protected database. The registry uses a software program to check the validity of
data in the numerous fields against a set of acceptable codes. In addition, a staff

“person who is an expert in quality control reviews data visually.

Each year, state Cancer Registry data is submiitted to three major national
organizations — the North American Association of Central Cancer Registries, the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Central Brain Tumor Registry
of the United States. Each month, the state Cancer Registry processes five to 10
requests for data from citizens of North Dakota, health-care providers, researchers,
health-care organizations and others. Federal and state laws protect confidential
medical information; therefore, only aggregate data is released and/or published.

Cancer Registry data is used in numerous ways, including:

e Analyzing the burden of cancer in North Dakota.

¢ Identifying how many residents are diagnosed with cancers.
Naming the most common types of cancer in North Dakota.
Recognizing the deadliest cancers in the state.

Studying trends in cancer treatment.

Targeting efforts with cancer education, prevention and screening.

This proposed legislation will meet the requirements of the Federal law and allows
the North Dakota Department of Health to maintain the operations of the state
Cancer Registry. There is no additional fiscal effect and there would be no change
in current practice.

This concludes my testimony. I am happy to answer any questions you may have.



