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Minutes:

Chairman Weisz opened the hearing on HB 1255 An Bill for an Act to create and enact a new

subsection to section 39-01-15 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to mobility-impaired

parking permits.

Rep. Kroeber, District 12: [ introduced HB 1255, which is going to sound very familiar to you.
Warren Tobin, our Veterans Service Officer for Studeman County. They had contacted DOT on

a handicapped parking permit for VA vehicles that were transporting veterans to appointments.

They were informed by DOT that there was limiting legisiation, which prohibits them from

issuing such permits. This bill is simply to take and help veterans with this problem. It is

basically the same issue that you have just been discussing with HB 1229. I would be more than

happy to answer any questions that you may have.
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Rep. Weiler (17.7) In light of the last bill we just heard; if that bill does pass it is going to
include you as well. Are you OK with that, if it was the committees wishes to Not Pass your bill
are you comfortable with the fact that this is going to be covered in HB1229?

Rep. Kroeber: 1don’t care who gets the credit for the bill, I just want to be sure that the
veterans organizations are included and certainly the number of permits that Mr. Keiser talked
about it very important. If they were going to try to limit it to just one or two I would not be too
please with that, but as he had talked about the number that you have licensed the number you
may be transferring..

Rep. Ruby (18.9) Rep. Hawken brought up a really good question and I think everyone needs to
look at it. The availability of parking spaces with all the different groups. Maybe DOT should
weigh in on how many are available to people who need those. If the number keeps going up, is
there not a certain number of parking spaces in a parking lot that has to be designed
handicapped?

Chairman Weisz (19.6) The city has an ordinance that determines how many spots based on
size of the lot.

Rep. Kroeber:(20.0) I think on the handicapped parking permits. They have become very well
accepted. Early on there was allot of grief about it. I know Keiser has problems with plates that
had the handicapped on it and how that didn’t really allow you to park in those spots just because
you have a license plate. It was simply because anyone could drive that vehicle. I think over all
the people have really stepped to the plate and left these spaces open. These organizations are
going to be much more aware of it than anyone else. If they are limiting spots they will take and

move some other place so they are open when they want to pick their people up. Again, if we
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have 50,000 + out already it doesn’t seem to be a problem and I don’t think this is going to
complicate it any.

Rep. Kelsch (21.1) Typically these organizations have policies and if they are going to be at a
location for any length of time, they drop people off. Iknow if you go to a mall you will see
some of those vehicles parked away until they need to pick some one up. If you go there, there is
a ton of handicapped spots at WalMart. These spots are wide open because people are dropping
people off. Personally I think it is not an issue.

Shelly Peterson:(22.1)I support what the issue is. Generally when we take handicapped
residence to appointments, what we are doing is loading and unloading in front of the building.
We are not even using the handicapped parking. So generally those vehicles always transport
residence and are not usually parked in a handicapped parking place. The police indicated to us,
even in loading and unloading, if we don’t have a handicapped sticker they could ticket us. Itis
not so much we need the parking place, but we need the authority to load and unload.

Rep. Thorpe (23.1) Number of spaces available. Seems like in Minot those spots are pretty
well full all the time. Would these organizations also instruct their people not to use the
handicapped parking unless they have to?

Shelly Peterson: 1don’t know the policies of all the facilities. Generally that would be my
understanding. 1. You don’t use that handicapped placard. It stays in the vehicle for transporting
resident. 2. We are always taking residents to medical appointments and we may leave the
vehicle to assist them into their appointment. Generally we are not parking there for any period
of time, All facilities have policies for the drivers to follow and we are very highly regulated so |

can not imagine that it would be that bad.
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Vice Chairman Hawken: [s there any other testimony in favor of HB 12557 Is there any
testimony opposed to HB 12557

Closed meeting (25.4)

Tape 4, Side A (15.0)

Chairman Weisz (15.0) opened the hearing again on HB 1255.

Motion Made By Rep. Kelsch Seconded By Rep. Weiler

No Not Pass 14 Yes 0 No 1 Absent Carrier: Rep. Weiler

Hearing closed (16.0)
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