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Minutes: A concurrent resolution directing the Legislative Council to study the delivery of
veterans’ services by the state counties.

13 members present, 1 absent.

Chairman Haas: We will reconvene the meeting of the House and Government and Veterans
Affairs Committee and will open the hearing on House Concurrent Resolution 3016.

Rep. Grande: In front of us we have House Concurrent Resolution 3016, this is the resolution
this committee asked to have put together. This comes forth with the bill we dealt v;rith from
counties consolidation on the veterans service officers, seeing the disparity from some of the
counties and we just felt that this would be a very good thing to keep moving.

Chairman Haas: Our there any questions for Rep. Grande? I think you are all familiar with the
background. Thank you Rep. Grande. Is there additional testimony in favor of House Concurrent

Resolution 30167




Page 2

House Government and Veterans Affairs Committee
Bill/Resolution Number HCR 3016

Hearing Date 2/10/05

Rick Ryan-Secretary for the North Dakota Administrative Committee on Veterans Affairs-
I am hear representing Mr. Rudy Jensen, who couldn’t be hear today. I would really like to tell
you that we really do support the bill and the committee. I would like to introduce Bob Hanson,
who is the commissioner from the North Dakota Veterans Department.

Bob Hanson-Commissioner of Veternas Affairs for the State of North Dakota-Testimony
Attached- This is a great resolution and a good resolution and we really appreciate the
committees introducing it and we think it is long over due and helps address many concerns, a lot
of them are in the performance audit. We appreciate the positive interest that has been shown for
veterans in this session and I think this is one of them, that I think everyone can work together on
to resolve the concerns and the need for veterans throughout the state. There are 25 county
veteran service officers in the state that make less then 600 dollars per month, there are 12
service county veteran officers that don’t have e-mail addresses, from that we can assume they
don’t even have computer capabilities, 29 who work less then five days a week, so the interest
shown by this Government and Veterans Affairs Committee and also the Senate to help our
veterans this session is really appreciated. Our veteran population is growing, what has happened
here is we were looking out for the older veterans, but now what we are dealing with the younger
veterans ages ranging from 19 to 30 years old from all over the state. We need to make sure that
we provide the best service we can and utilize the county moneys and the state moneys, we really
appreciate the committee taking this on.

Rep. Kasper: I just want to thank Mr. Hanson for doing some research on my late father Auto
Kasper, he was a service officer and Mr. Hanson found the information on my father and I would

just publicly like to thank him and appreciate it.
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Rep. Klemin: I have a question on the hand out that has to do with veteran service letter.

Bob: That was the one we got from the association of the counties, they had presented this
information.

Rep. Klemin: As I understand mill levy that was allowed was 1.25 million is that the maximum?
Bob: Yes, that is the maximum.

Rep. Klemin: Sioux county levied 2.08 mills, how is that.

Bob: I am not sure how they levy that, they levy it through general mill levy, we can check it out.
Rep. Conrad: I asked the service officer from Morton County and he said it was general funds.
It is how they report it.

Bob Evans-Williams County Veterans Service Officer-Secretary of the North Dakota
Veterans Coordinating Council-22 years-1I have provided the service of the resident veterans
for my county, but I provided services to the surrounding counties and neighboring Montana, the
training I received outside of the state of North Dakota and without the semiannual training by
the Department of Veterans Affairs, the veterans in my area would be left out of the VA’s arena
of benefits. In this day and age of computer and electronics the need for strong advocacy is more
prevalent. The veteran service officer who doesn’t have electronic connection with the VA and
updating training is not offering the best service to his veterans. It is imperative that this
proposed interim study be passed. Thank you Mr. Chairman.

Chairman Haas: Thank you very much. Can you explain the 1.98 mills in Williams County.

Bob-The county does levy the SO budget and my office is supplemented out of general fund
money.

Chairman Haas: So it is a matter of reporting, this might be over and above.




Page 4

House Government and Veterans Affairs Committee
Bill/Resolution Number HCR 3016

Hearing Date 2/10/05

Bob- That is over and above the 1.98 mills.

Ron Auto-Morton County Service Officer-I would like to applaud you in this HCR 3016,
because this something that has been long overdue. Electronics is on us and Morton County is the
only county that is going to be electronically linked through to the VA through a computer
program that the VA provides itself. We are not far away from an electronic filing system, much
like the IRS uses basically for tax returns for the veterans benefits. Just a matter of time. [ have
the software setup already. The more modern the equipment and the better trained the service
officers are the better off the veteran is.

John Jacobsen-Chairman of the Legislative Committee of the NDVCC and also a
veteran-Testimony Attached.

Chairman Haas: Thank you very much. Any more testimony. Hearing is closed on HCR
3016. Committee what is your wishes.

Rep. Grande: I move a DO PASS.

Rep. Meier: I second.

Chairman Haas: Rep. Grande moves a DO PASS, is there a second, Rep. Meier seconded
the motion, any discussion, if not the clerk will take the roll.

VOTE: YES 13 NO 0 ABSENT 1 DO PASS

REP. CONRAD WILL CARRY THE BILL
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Representatives
Chairman C.B. Haas
Bette B. Grande - Vice Chairman
Rep. Randy Boehning
Rep. Glen Froseth
Rep. Pat Galvin-

Rep. Stacey Horter

Rep. Jim Kasper

Rep. Lawrence R. Klemin
Rep. Lisa Meier

Rep. Margaret Sitte
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Rep. Bill Amerman
Rep. Kari Conrad
Rep. Louise Potter
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HCR 3016: Government and Veterans Affairs Committee (Rep.Haas, Chalrman)
recommends DO PASS (13 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING).
HCR 3016 was placed on the Tenth order on the calendar.
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Chairman Krebsbach opens hearing on HCR 3016

Resolution directing the Legislative Council to study the delivery of veterans’ services by

the state and counties.

{meter #4767)

Bob Hanson - Dept of Veterans Affairs - He explained the resolution and told of county service

officers, how many there are, full time, part time. He would like to see more training for service

officers. This is how to best maximize the resources of the county and the state. He said this

resolution would fall right into place with the performance audit that was done.

Senator Brown - Asked why some counties are only part time.
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Senate Government and Veterans Affairs
Bill/Resolution Number HCR 3016
Hearing Date March 4 2005

Hanson - Said it depends on what the counties levy. As of 2003 there were over 25 people that
made less thatn $600 a month. They have their offices in their homes or businesses. He thinks
this is not right. He said the counties need to step up if they want to really utilize the benefits
that veterans can provide to the county. About 140 million dollars a year was spread over the
state by veterans.

Rep. Grande - Introduced the bill - Said that because the House heard of the different bills
dealing with Veterans services, they found discrepancies and problems so they felt that this
would pull all those issues together.

(meter #5800)

Bob Evans - Williams County Veterans Service Officer - Sec. Of Veterans Coordinating
Council- In support of this resolution. He feels there needs to be more training and that they will
be seeing a lot more veterans because of the recent war.

(meter #6221)

(Side B, tape 1)

Bob Evans - Continued side B.

John Jacobson - Legislative Committe of the Veterans Coordinating Council - In support of this
bill.

Senator Syverson - Asked for a re-cap of what was being addressed in this bill.

Hanson - Replied that during the audit it was determined that county service officers need to be
working together more. Need to maximize the state and county’s resources.

Senator Syverson - Said, you are trying to get a clearer picture and bring it all together.
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Bill/Resolution Number HCR 3016
Hearing Date March 4 2005

Hanson - Replied that it was even more than that. Maybe even consolidate some county service

officers.

Close the hearing on HCR 3016,

Senator Syverson - Stated that he understands what they are doing. He also believes the need
for training and would like to move for a do pass.

Senator Brown - seconded

Senator Syverson will carry

(meter 457, tape 1, side B)
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: SR-40-4159
March 4, 2005 11:10 a.m. Carrier: Syverson
insert LC:. Title:.

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
HCR 3016: Government and Veterans Affairs Commitiee (Sen. Krebsbach, Chairman)
recommends DO PASS (5 YEAS, 0NAYS, 0ABSENT AND NOT VOTING).
HCR 3016 was placed on the Fourteenth order on the calendar.
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Analysis of County Valuation and Levies
Veterans Service Levy #1213

Mills Levied in 2003

HB1128 Veterans Service

2003 Taxable Value Revenue (for CY2004 Budgets)
For Taxes Available From Levy #1213
Collected in 2004 1.25 Mills Veterans Services

Adams $ 6,987,958 | % 8,735 0.80
Barnes $ 33,018,580 | $ 41,273 1.14
Benson $ 12,267.2351 % 15,334 1.25
Biliings $ 4767,756 | 5,960 1.27
Bottineau 3 2265197418 28,315 0.87
Bowman $ 8,266,766 1 $ 10,333 0.80
Burke $ 8,673,556 | $ 10,717 0.51
Burleigh $ 145,020,966 | $ 181,276 0.88
Cass $ 2977347361 % 372,168 0.50
Cavalier $ 19272267 | & 24,090 0.58
Dickey $ 15,233,708 | $ 19,042 1.08
Divide $ 9,037,338 1% 11,297 0.53
Dunn $ 12,277,711 1 % 15,347 0.57
Eddy 3 6,322,391 1 % 7,803 1.25
Emmeons $ 13,494626 | $ 16,868
Foster $ 12,109,838 | $ 15,137 0.76
Golden Valley $ 536194118 6,702 047
Grand Forks $ 124,884,094 | $ 156,105 1.03
Grant $ 7815448 | $ 9,769 0.99
Griggs 3 8407881 18% 10,510 0.71
Hettinger $ 8,828,366 | $ 11,035 0.61
Kidder $ 9,197,067 | $ 11,496 0.45
Lamoure $ 15,207,672 1 % 19,010 0.37
Logan $ 6,566,965 | $ 8,209 0.65
McHenry % 20519519 | $ 25,649 0.25
Mcintosh 3 9,459,733 1% 11,825 0.70
McKenzie $ 156,926,997 | $ 19,809 0.93
McLean $ 2391262913 29,891
Mercer $ 18,101,014 | $ 22,626 0.25
Morton $ 52,511,169 1 % 65,639 1.38
Mountrail $ 14,600,261 | $ 18,250 0.52
Nelson $ 10,802,490 | $ 13,503 0.81
Oliver $ 5178741 | % 6,473 1.25
Pembina $ 28,043,474 | $ 35,054 0.56
Pierce 3 13,668,380 | $ 16,960 0.57
Ramsey $ 23,661,732 | $ 29,577 0.71
Ransom $ 15,758,229 | $ 19,698 1.25
Renville $ 9,860,176 | 12,325 0.39
Richland $ 45,509,107 | $ 56,886 1.00.
Rolette 3 917598791 % 11,470 0.39
Sargent $ 13,751,700 | $ 17,190 0.88
Sheridan 3 5918760 | & 7,398 0.59
Sioux $ 2,036,720 | $ 2,546 2.08
Slope $ 5,192,007 | $ 6,490 0.42
Stark 3 36,153,593 1 % 45192 1.25
Steele 3 10,034,446 | 3 12,543 0.55
Stutsman $ 47,118,491 | $ 58,898 1.24
Towner $ 11,470,242 | $ 14,338 1.27
Traill $ 24427272 | $ 30,534 0.61
Walsh $ 30,4993231% 38,124 0.84
Ward $ 100,519,559 | % 125;649 0.66
Wells $ 16,699672 | $ - 20,875
Williams $ 35,156,457 | $ 43,946 1.98
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North Dakota Veterans Coordinating Council
Legislative Committee

Thursday, February 10, 2005

Chairman Haas and members of the Government and Veterans® Affairs

Committee.

My name is John Jacobsen — I am the Chairman of the Legislative Committee
of the NDVCC and also a veteran.

The veterans of North Dakota have not all been served as it was intended to
have been done and a study is indicated. Some counties in ND have only part-
time service which amounts to 4 hours a week or even less. The deserve more.
Aid to the veterans is not sought by all veterans. Many do not need the service
that is offered. This is because they have had either luck or skill with them.
Those veterans that need assistance are the ones searching for it. Many have
fallen on hard times and need the help.

This resolution will have the Legislative Council study the delivery of

veterans’ services by the state and counties.

I have been directed by the Coordinating Committee has instructed me to ask
for your support on this resolution, HCR 3016.

Thank You
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North Dakota Veteran's Coordinating Council

My name is John L. Jacobsen. I am the chairman of the Legislative
Committee of the North Dakota Veterans Coordinating Council. I
am a member of both the VFW and the American Legion. I am also
a member of the VFW National Legislative Committee. We work
directly with our Members of Congress on legislation at the national
level.

The NDVCC membership is comprised of 15 members representing
the five (5) veterans' organizations in the state. (3 from each
organization) They are:

» American Legion

> AMVETS

> Disabled American Veterans (DAV)

» Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW)

> Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA)

These organizations represent approximately 61,000 veterans
currently living in North Dakota.

I am a member of the Legislative Committee of the NDVCC. I am
not a member of the NDVCC but report directly to them. In order
for the Legislative Committee to support any bill brought up before
our Legislature, concurrence must be unanimous, that is all 5
organizations must agree that we should support the bill. An
organization with 2 no votes can eliminate our support of the bill.

I have been instructed to ask you to support this bill.

Thank you. (%E %ﬁ/{;




