MICROFILM DIVIDER

OMB/RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION
. SFN 2053 (2/85) 5M

ROLL NUMBER

DESCRIPTION




2005 SENATE FINANCE AND TAXATION

SB 2196




2005 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NQO. SB 2196
Senate Finance and Taxation Committee

O Conference Committee

Hearing Date January 24, 2005
Tape Number Side A Side B Meter #
#1 X 27.7-61.1
/, /)
Committee Clerk Signature %

7

Minutes: All committee members present.

SEN. URLACHER: Called the committee to order and opened the hearing on SB 2196.

SEN. BOWMAN: appeared as prime sponsor of the bill stating this really has to do with this
color aging process, as we all grow older and you look around the room you notice that some
people that were here 14 years ago, their hair starts to change and there is an association that goes
along with that and that association is the Silver Haired Association. What this association is
trying to do and of course this bill has been here before, is find a way to appropriate money to
them so they can continue their education process on legislative issues and what it is really is a
simple check off. You want to check off on your short form and donate some money, the way I
understand it is you donate some money, the tax commissioner collects the money, they pay him

up to $12,000 to do this, the money then is transferred over to the State Treasurer and they take

the money and give the money out to the association through the Human Services Budget.
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SEN. ROBINSON: appeared as cosponsor in support stating we have an active organizatioﬁ out
there and we should feel very good about the fact that the Silver Haired Assembly is very active
on issues that impact the entire state of North Dakota. They have a regular delegated assembly,
they come together to discuss issues, its a tremendous asset this organization is to the Legislative
process and our entire state. Through this legislation, we are allowing the option of a check off
should they so choose of $1 or more. The check off can work, I know there is always resistance,
but I think the time is now, they are not asking for general fund money, they are asking for
contributions that we can make state wide to support this organization and they can continue the
good work that they’ve done for many many years. It’s an excellent piece of legislation.

SEN. TOLLEFSON: Demographically we are aging in ND, to what degree are we aging?

SEN. ROBINSON: ND’s statistically information on that area, I don’t have the exact figures,
but I think it will underscore that we do have an aging population, We’re one of those states that
really is in the upper tier nationally in terms of an aging population, all the more reason to keep
these people involved, they want to be involved and they are not asking for general fund
appropriation,

REP. HUNSKOR: cosponsor of the bill appeared in favor with written testimony stating this
bill allows an individual tax payer to designate on his/her state income tax return a contribution
to the silver haired education association fund any amount of 1§ or more. If this bill passes, it
would be the most convenient way a senior citizen could donate to his/her silver-haired education
association. In addition, it would give the younger citizens of our state the opportunity to show

their appreciation to “the Silver Haired Folks” who have helped make ND the great place to live

in that it is.
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CURTIS HERMAN: President of the ND Silver-Haired Education Association (SHEA)
appeared in support with written testimony stating the goal of the SHEA is to make a difference
in the livelihood of the Seniors in ND.

SEN. COOK: I have assumed you have a budget that you’ve planned out and probably this
budget is relative to how much money you anticipate your going to have to spend, that’s what
determines the size of the budget. I would also assume that you have another budget that would
reflect if money wasn’t an issue, in other words its reflects all of the things that you would like to
do but can’t do because of the restrictions you have right now. You mentioned maybe hiring a
director, what is the difference between your real budget that you have now and what your dream
budget is that you would like to have? Just some insight, what type of things would you be
adding, just a director? What if this raises $600,000, would you have more than enough money?
MR. HERMAN: [Ilooked at $80,000 with a director, this compares to $50,000 that they had
prior to 1997. At that time, it included the office, rental and so on. At this point, my budget
looks at about $80,000 and if half of the senior citizens gave $1, we’d have more than enough,
I’m not looking at having extra money, that’s not the point. The point is having enough money
to provide services that we are doing at the present time. 1 don’t think people should have to do
all for this for nothing.

SEN. COOK: Your budget that your living in right now without a director is $80,000 or the
budget that you would like to have is going to be a total of $80,000.

MR. HERMAN: My budget this last year was about $40,000 and we lived within that and we

paid part of the expenses that the delegates could get.
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BERNIE WAGNER: from Valley City and Secretary of the Steering Committee appeared in
support of the bill and read to the committee the bylaws of the Silver Haired Assoc. He stated
that we are not complying with the bylaws right now because the funding is not there.

HARRY SWENDSEN: representing District 8 on the Steering Committee appeared in support
stating that money is the toughest part for a lot of people in paying their own way to go to many
of these things, like I am today. Feels its so important that someone come and show support on
their behalf and report back to the senior citizens.

NO OPPOSITION. Closed the hearing.
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Minutes: AFTERNOON COMMITTEE WORK

SEN. URLACHER: personally I think we get a lot of volunteer work by the senior citizens. [
know there is a lot wealth out there within them, but there is also a lot of fixed incomes out there,
SEN. TOLLEFSON: we passed that out 2 yrs ago, got killed in the Senate, how?

ANSWER: Doesn’t recall.

SEN. TOLLEFSON: made a motion for DO PASS, seconded by Sen. Every

SEN. COOK: had questions on budget, they live within a $40,000 budget and would like
$80,000 so that they can have a director. To raise $40,000 for that cause in the State, I don’t think
would be too difficult and I would suggest take a dynamite man like Rich Wardner who right
now volunteers basically while you do get paid a little bit by the Chamber of Commerce, I would
think you could as well as anybody could volunteer to be their director and somehow say that
your compensation will come out of the money that you raise, with a limit of so much and that

you could raise all the money in the world to have even more than the $40,000/$80,000 budget. 1
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understand their problem and their dilemma but I think there would be a better way of going
about it, even than this.

SEN. EVERY: director or lobbyist, they have that right, they have as many or more concerns
than anybody, if 1/3 rd of our population is the aging population, they have a right to that person
to defend them and represent them and I think whatever means that we have that we can offer to
them to achieve we should do it.

SEN. TOLLEFSON: the fiscal note is minuscule, we’ve got more potential out there with some
of these silver haired giants, they’ve had a life time of experience that could be shared with
everybody if they had the opportunity to do that. Their asking for the opportunity and feels its a
win win situation.

Further discussion of whether the director will be a lobbyist or not and that was the issue last
session.

SEN. WARDNER: after Sen. Cook asked about their budget, I think they are underestimating
this, they are glad if they can get $80,00 plus the $12,000, but this thing has the potential to bring
in $300,000 and that would be my only question, what are they going to do with the excess
money if it does come and it could, it needs to be monitored.

SEN. URLACHER: I think if there is excess funds, they would be utilizing it right back into
senior citizens.

Added into the motion of referring the bill to appropriations.

ROLL CALL VOTE: 5-1-0 Sen. Cook votedno  Sen. Every will carry the bill




FISCAL NOTE

Requested by Legislative Council
02/01/2005
REVISION

Bill/Resolution No.: SB 2196

1A. State fiscal effect: /dentify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared o
funding levels and appropriations anticipated under current law.

2003-2005 Biennium 2005-2007 Biennium 2007-2009 Biennium
General |Other Funds| General |OtherFunds| General |Other Funds
Fund Fund Fund
Revenues
Expenditures
Appropriations
1B. County, city, and school district fiscal effect: {dentify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political subdivision.
2003-2005 Biennium 2005-2007 Biennium 2007-2009 Biennium
School Schoo! School
Counties Cities Districts | Counties Cities Districts | Counties Cities Districts

2. Narrative: Identify the aspects of the measure which cause fiscal impact and include any comments relevant to
your analysis.

SB 2196 provides an individual income tax voluntary "check-off' for funding the activities of the silver-haired education
association. it is not possible to estimate the amount of voluntary contributions that are likely to be made by
taxpayers.

The Tax Department will incur one-time administrative costs associated with this check-off of approx. $12,000.  Any
contributions that are received will reduce, or eliminate the cost to the general fund of the start-up expenses.

3. State fiscal effect detail: For informafion shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:

A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and
fund affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.

B. Expenditures: Expiain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, fine
item, and fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, of the effect on
the biennial appropriation for each agency and fund affected and any amounts included in the executive
budget. Indicate the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations.

Name: Kathryn L. Strombeck Agency: Office of Tax Commissioner
Phone Number: 328-3402 Date Prepared: 02/02/2005




FISCAL NOTE

Requested by Legislative Council
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Bill/Resolution No.: SB 2196

1A. State fiscal effect: Identify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared fo
funding levels and appropriations anticipated under current law.

2003-2005 Biennium 2005-2007 Biennium 2007-2009 Biennium
General |Other Funds| General [OtherFunds| General |OtherFunds
Fund Fund Fund
Revenues
Expenditures $12,000
Appropriations $12,000

1B. County, city, and school district fiscal effect: Identify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political subdivision.

2003-2005 Biennium 2005-2007 Biennium 2007-2009% Biennium
School School School
Counties Cities Districts | Counties Cities Districts [ Counties Cities Districts

2. Narrative: Identify the aspects of the measure which cause fiscal impact and include any comments relevant fo
your analysis.

SB 2196 provides an individual income tax voluntary "check-off" for funding the activities of the silver-haired education
association. It is not possible to estimate the amount of voluntary contributions that are likely to be made by
taxpayers. The Tax Department will incur one-time administrative costs associated with this check-off of approx.
$12.000. The bill has an approporiation equal to the check-off revenue up to $12,000 which will be used to defray
start-up expenses for the Tax Department.

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:
A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and
fund affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line
itemn, and fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, of the effect on
the biennial appropriation for each agency and fund affected and any amounts included in the executive
budget. Indicate the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations.

Name: Kathryn L. Strombeck Agency: Office of Tax Commissioner
Phone Number: 328-3402 Date Prepared: 01/19/2005
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: SR-17-1094
January 26, 2005 12:49 p.m. Carrier: Every

Insert LC:. Title:.

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
SB 2196: Finance and Taxation Committee (Sen. Urlacher, Chairman) recommends DO
PASS and BE REREFERRED to the Appropriations Committee (5 YEAS, 1 NAY,

0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2196 was rereferred to the Appropriations
Commilttee.

{2) DESK, (3} COMM Page No. 1 SR-17-1094
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Minutes: (

. Chairman Holmberg called the hearing to order on SB 2196.
Vice Chairman Bowman testified in support of SB 2196. He indicated his understanding of
the bill and that the incoming funds should be considered special funds, not general funds.
Senator Robinson indicated this bill has been before the Senate in several sessions and this is
the first time it has come before the appropriations committee. He indicated he hoped the
committee would see fit to have a DO PASS.
Chairman Holmberg asked if the tax department would provide this committee with a corrected
fiscal note.
Curtis Herman, President, ND Silver Hair Committee (SHEA), Silver Hair Education
Program, testified in support of SB 2196. He provided no written testimony. He described the

role of the Silver Hair Education Program.
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Bernard Wagner, Barnes County, former Silver Hair Legislator, testified in support of SB
2196. He described the purpose of SHEA and his role in the past.

Al Halley, SHEA, testified in support of SB 2196.

Senator Tallackson motioned for a DO PASS. Senator Andrist seconded. Motion carried by
a roll call vote of 13 YES 2 ABSENT.

Chairman Holmberg closed the hearing indicating Senator Bowman will carry the bill and to

hold up the standing committee report until the fiscal note is revised.




50556.01tx Prepared by the Office of State Tax
Title. Commissioner
January 31, 2005

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2196

Page 1, line 17, replace the second "the” with "technology” and remove "of collection of these
optional contributions”

Renumber accordingly

Page No. 1 50656.011x
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: SR-24-1964
February 7, 2005 11:08 a.m. Carrier: Bowman
Insert LC: 50556.0101 Title: .0200

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
SB 2196: Appropriations Committee  (Sen. Holmberg, Chairman) recommends
AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS
(13 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 2 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2196 was placed on the Sixth
order on the calendar.

Page 1, line 17, replace the second "the" with "technology” and remove "of collection of these
optional contributions”

Renumber accordingly

(2) DESK, {3) COMM Page No. 1 SR-24-1964
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Minutes:

. REP. WES BELTER, CHATIRMAN Called the committee hearing to order.

SEN. BILL BOWMAN. DIST. 39, BOWMAN Introduced the bill. There is no general fund

money in this bill, it is a tax check-off. The money goes to the Tax Department, collected there,
and the first twelve thousand dollars which they think it will cost for a computer program, the
money is checked off to pay for that. The money will go into the Treasurer's Department, as they
collect money over the twelve thousand dollars, eventually, it will go to the Department of
Human Services and be distributed back to the Silver Haired Association. They will be testifying
why they need that bill.

SEN. LARRY ROBINSON, DIST. 24 Co-sponsor of the bill. He stated he has been on this

bill numerous times before. It is no secret that North Dakota has more people who are eighty

five years of age or older than any other state in the nation, they are a tremendous resource to this

. state. They have built this state, they want to remain active. That is what the Silver Haired
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Assembly is all about. We have a group of concerned North Dakotans, who want to come
together and debate public issues. They volunteer in a number of community activities back
home. This bill is all about that, it is an opportunity for them to generate some dollars. It will
cost us nothing.

REP. BELTER The fiscal note is $12,000 start up costs, after the program is in effect, does the
Tax Department get any cut out of this just to administer the program?

SEN. ROBINSON The only concern on the Senate side was the start up costs. Once it is in

operation with the technology that is in place today, this is not going to be an issue. The proposal
in SB 2196 will offset those dollars.

REP. BOB HUNSKOR., DIST. 6 Testified in support of the bill. See attached written
testimony. He answered Rep. Belter's question regarding the cost to administer the program.
They visited with the State Tax Commissioner and he indicated that ten thousand dollars would
cover the initial cost, this bill has twelve thousand, so there is a little extra there.

CURTIS HERMAN, PRESIDENT OF THE SILVER HAIRED EDUCATION ASSN,

MINOT., ND Testified in support of the bill. See attached written testimony, together with

several handouts relating to the bills that have been passed for the Silver Haired Assembly, a
report to the North Dakota Silver Haired Assembly and the web site for the Silver Haired
Assembly.

REP. DROVDAL I was looking at your success sheet for the Silver Haired Assembly, on the
bottom of'it, it covers the homestead tax credit, [ haven't seen any Silver Haired Assembly people

here or AARP, even though I asked them to come, so I take exception to you taking credit for

something I couldn't get you to come forward and speak on.
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CURTIS HERMAN [have not been there to testify. If testimony is required, some of us will

be here.

REP. DROVDAI, That is my point, you weren't here, and if we fund this, I would expect we
would benefit from the results of it, and somebody from the Silver Haired legislature and AARP
would be around when these bills come up and not just take credit when they pass.

CURTIS HERMAN It won't happen again.

REP. GRANDE How do you become a delegate, and is there voting at the county level, and
how does this all work?

CURTIS HERMAN In January, we sent out a notice to each county, the county chairman
distributes this to the senior center in each county, they have an election like you do, and they
elect a delegate from that county, then the process goes on like in the legislature, itself, whereby,
when they are elected, they come to the Steering Committee.

REP. GRANDE How is it advertised, I haven't seen anything.

CURTIS HERMAN Fargo does not represent itself. Cass County does, but not Fargo. They
get the information, but they have never sent a delegate or provided any money. The advertising
should come through the senior center.

REP. IVERSON How many members does the Silver Haired Assembly have?

CURTIS HERMAN We do not know, we don't give cards.

REP. IVERSON I remember last time you came in, we asked you why you don't fund raise,

you really didn't give us an answer, I will ask the same question, how come you don't fund raise

to raise the twelve thousand per year?
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CURTIS HERMAN I don't understand the question, the twelve thousand dollars is what we
need to get started.

REP. IVERSON That is correct, I am asking how come you don't find in your own
organization to provide that money yourself, rather than coming to the legislature asking fora
check-off on the tax form?

CURTIS HERMAN Up to now, we have worked with donations, but our people say, it is
getting harder and harder all the time. It is easier for us to do the check-off. Last year, the
donations came to about $18,000.

REP. IVERSON 1 don't mean to make light of your organization, but you are asking us to fund
an organization which you don't know how many members you have, to do a check-off on a state
form.

CURTIS HERMAN 1 don't know how many members we have, maybe I am not answering

your question the way you want it. I was asked how much money we need, our hope is to hire a
parttime director, right now, it is all volunteer, driving down here is volunteer. My idea is about
$80,000, in a two year period, that is what we would like to get. We know how many senior
citizens in age brackets in North Dakota.

REP. BELTER In my area, the senior citizens are extremely active, has there been any attempt

on the part of your organization, because you have this state-wide network of senior citizens
group, I am surprised you don't organize and assess dues, to carry on this project. You are asking
the legislature to put a line on the income tax form so that you have the possibility of raising
some revenue, yet, has there been any attempt within your own organization to fund this

program?
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CURTIS HERMAN To answer that, senior citizens of North Dakota are kind of private. It is
hard to get this funding. We have a web site now, through that we are trying to get information
out, but throughout the state, many senior citizens don't go to the senior center. In Minot, for
instance, it is a good example. Probably twenty five percent of the senior citizens in Minot make
use of the senior center, its a beautiful place. I don't have the answer for it.

REP. DROVDAL Isn't the answer to the question Rep. Iverson asked, that every senior citizen

in North Dakota over the age of 65 can be a member of the Silver Haired Assembly, and the
question how do they find out about who will represent them, isn't that through the senior
citizen's centers of the county, where they can get applications to be delegates?

CURTIS HERMAN Stated he was hard of hearing - they contact as many as they can,
BERNIE WAGNER. BARNES COUNTY Testified in support of the bill. Read an exerpt
from the Silver Haired Policy. He hoped that answered some of the questions asked.

He stated they used to get money from the Aging Services. In Barnes County, it is hard to get
more than one person to run for a position, because seventy five percent of the costs come out of
their own pockets. It costs money to send anything to each of the clubs in North Dakota.

REP. CONRAD Iremember prior to 1997, the Silver Haired Assembly had staff, and you were

able to provide funding for people to attend the different things, since 1997, you have been
strictly volunteer, do you think you can get back to that status?

BERNIE WAGNER Yes, the monies that come in after the first twelve thousand dollars, right

now, we don't have anybody on the payroll. We hope to have sessions in the county like we did

before, we had legislators come and explain the legislative process to them at an open forum.
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REP. CONRAD If we did this for two or four years to see if it generated funds, then looked at it
again, would that be acceptable?

BERNIE WAGNER That would be good. We would be happy to come back and explain how
things are going. At our age, we aren't sure whether we will be back.

DAVID BRAATEN, AARP Testified in support of the bill.

We have worked for it for some time. We have used the Silver Haired Assembly extensively to

get information.

HARRY SWENSON, ADAMS COUNTY DELEGATE TO THE SILVER HAIRED

ASSEMBLY Testified in support of the bill. Gave a biography of his life as it is now.

He made those statements to let the committee know that he is qualified as a delegate in his
district. He served on the Silver Haired assembly for four terms. He stated they have a pretty
good senior center in Hettinger, however, it is hard to get them to pay dues.

REP. DROVDAL had a question for Donnita Wald, State Tax Department.

In the past, when we have had testimony, we added a line to the short form, when we discussed
ND?2 and discussed eliminating it, you talked about a form that could be attached to it, instead of
adding another line, how would you administer this?

DONNITA WALD, STATE TAX DEPARTMENT Right now, the check-off has two lines

on the form, one as a tax due, or to add another dollar, or whatever they wanted to contribute, and
tilen a line on the refund, they can contribute their refund. We are looking at possibly moving
this all to another form, just for check-offs.

REP. DROVDAL We could add as many as we wanted, and they could check the ones they

want on that form and attach it to their ND1 and send it in, will that create any complications?
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DONNITA WALD Qur only expense with the check-offs, is the upfront technology costs. We
can work with the form now, because it really isn't short anymore.

With no further testimony, the committee hearing was closed.

COMMITTEE ACTION Tape #2, Side B, Meter #20

REP. CONRAD Made a motion to amend the bill which would sunset the bill December 31,

2008.

REP. GRANDE Sccond the motion. Motioncarried 7 yes 6 no 1 absent

REP. NICHOLAS Made a motion for a do pass as amended.
REP. FROELICH Second the motion. MOTION CARRIED.

7 YES 6 NO 1 ABSENT

REP. DROVDAL Was given the floor assignment.
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. COMMITTEE ACTION
REP. BRANDENBURG Made a motion to reconsider the action by which this bill was passed
out of committee.

REP. HEADLAND Second the motion. Motion carried by voice vote.

REP. BRANDENBURG Felt to pass this bill would allow every organization to ask for a check

off on the income tax form. Other people have to come up with their own dime, and these people

should be the same.

REP. BRANDENBURG Made a motion for a do not pass.

REP. HEADLAND Second the motion. MOTION CARRIED.
7 YES 6 NO 1 ABSENT

REP. IVERSON Was given the floor assignment.
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Date: 9 'J 8'95

Roll Call Vote # |

2005 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES
| BILL/RESOLUTIONNO. S8 2Q1G(,

House FINANCE & TAXATION

Check here for Conference Committee QJ{W/)

Legislative Council Amendment Number

wimrae O Fass 45 Qmedd

Motion Made By . Seconded By

Representatives Yes | No Representatives Yes | No
BELTER, WES, CHAIRMAN v
DROVDAL, DAVID, V-CHAIR
BRANDENBURG, MICHAEL
CONRAD, KARI

. FROELICH, ROD
GRANDE, BETTE | Vs
HEADLAND, CRAIG Ve
IVERSON, RONALD v
KELSH, SCOT v’
NICHOLAS, EUGENE Vv
OWENS, MARK vV
SCHMIDT, ARLO Ve

WEILER, DAVE g
WRANGHAM, DWIGHT v

PK

Total (Yes)

Absent

Floor Assignment

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:
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Roll Call Vote # 99

2005 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES
: BILLIRESOLUTION NO. 5 b E

" House FINANCE & TAXATION

Check here for Conference Committee

Legislative Council Amendment Number

Action Taken

Motion Made By

Representatives Yes | No Representatives Yes | No
BELTER, WES, CHAIRMAN | R
A DROVDAL, DAVID, V-CHAIR H4
BRANDENBURG,MICHAEL | V'
| CONRAD, KARI |V
FROELICH, ROD v
GRANDE, BETTE .
HEADLAND, CRAIG
IVERSON, RONALD |V
KELSH, SCOT
NICHOLAS, EUGENE R
OWENS, MARK
SCHMIDT, ARLO .
WEILER, DAVE _
WRANGHAM, DWIGHT

N

Total (Yes)

Absent

Floor Assignment

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:




REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: HR-37-3905

March 1, 2005 4:00 p.m. Carrier: Iverson
Insert LC:. Title:.

., REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
SB 2196, as engrossed: Finance and Taxation Committee (Rep. Belter, Chairman)
recommends DO NOT PASS (7 YEAS, 6 NAYS, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING).
Engrossed SB 2196 was placed on the Fourteenth order on the calendar.

(2) DESK, {3) COMM Page No. 1 HR-37-3805
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SB 2196




GOOD MORNING CHAIRMAN URLACHER AND MEMBERS OF THE FINANCE
AND TAXATION COMMITTEE. FOR THE RECORD, MY NAME IS
REPREPSENTATIVE BOB HUNSKOR, DISTRICT 6, WHICH INCLUDES
BOTTINEAU, RENVILLE, AND PART OF WARD COUNTY. AS ONE OF THE
190,000 SILVER HAIRED CITIZENS OF THE GREAT STATE OF NORTH

DAKOTA, I AM PRIVILAGED TO ASK YOUR SUPPORT FOR HB 2196.

THE SENIOR CITIZENS OF NORTH DAKOTA, 60 YEARS OR OLDER,
REPRESENT 29% OF THE POULATION. IN HB 1296, THEY ARE ASKING YOUR
SUPPORT FOR LEGISLATION THAT WILL ALLOW AN INDIVIDUAL TAX
PAYER TO DESIGNATE ON HIS/HER STATE INCOME TAX RETURN A
CONTRIBUTION TO THE SILVER HAIRED EDUCATION ASSOCIATION FUND

ANY AMOUNT OF ONE DOLLAR OR MORE.

THE STATE TAX COMMISSIONER INDICATED THAT THE TAX DEPARTMENT
WOULD INCUR A ONE-TIME PROGRAMMING AND DATABASE COST OF
APPROXIMATELY $10,000 IF A NEW CHECK-OFF WAS CREATED. THE
ONGOING COSTS WOULD BE MINIMAL. HB 1296 MANDATES THAT UP TO
TWELVE THOUSAND DOLLARS RECEIVED FROM CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE
SILVER HAIRED EDUCATION ASSOCIATION MUST BE DEPOSITED IN THE

TAX COMMISSIONERS OPERATING FUND.




-’

IF PASSED, THIS LEGISLATION WOULD BE THE MOST CONVENIENT WAY A
SENIOR CITIZEN COULD DONATE TO HIS/HER SILVER-HAIRED EDUCATION
ASSOCIATION. - IN ADDITION, IT WOULD GIVE THE YOUNGER CITIZENS OF
OUR STATE THE OPPORTUNITY TO SHOW THEIR APPRECIATION TO “THE
SILVER HAIRED FOLKS” WHO HAVE HELPED MAKE NORTH DAKOTA THE

GREAT PLACE TO LIVE IN THAT IT IS.

THANK YOU MR. CHAIRMAN AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS FOR THE
PRIVILAGE OF SHARING MY THOUGHTS REGARDING THIS LEGISLATION

WITH YOU. 1 WILL ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS AS BEST I CAN.




- North Dakota SHiver-Haired Assembly

. _ SENATE BILL 2196
- LEWIS & CLARK ROOM ‘_
MONDAY, January 24, 2005 ™

9:20 A.M. 6“/“‘/ L&/;O \}

Chairman Urlacher and members .of this committee—
GOOD MORNING

My name is Curtis Herman from Minot, North Dakota. I am President of the North
Dakota Silver-Haired Education Association (NDSHEA) and am also Chairman of the
Steering Committee which is the governing body of the NDSHEA. I am in favor of
SB 2196 because of the need to have adequate funding necessary to continue the
work of NDSHEA.

The goal of the SHEA is to make a difference in the livelthood of the Seniors in
North Dakota. The North Dakota Silver-Haired Education Association is an organization
composed of Senior Citizens from throughout North Dakota who are 60 years of age and

.ier. SHEA is a 501-C-3 non-profit tax exempt corporation. Originally SHEA was

nded by contract with (Federal Older American Act) dollars channeled through

the Aging Network of North Dakota (ANND), local match and additional
contributions. SHEA lost this Federal funding in 1997 and although the office
closed its doors, the vision of the Silver-Haired Assembly remained strong in the
hearts and minds of many people. Since 1997 SHEA has been able to continue with
contributions from senior clubs and other organizations. It is our hope that with
the passage of SB2196 we will again be able to organize an office staff and continue
working to improve the health and welfare of the approximate 180,000 senior
citizens of North Dakota. According to the last census North Dakota persons aged
60 and older comprise 29 per cent of our population and this percentage number is
growing in leaps and bounds. Thus, the need for an organization such as the North
Dakota Silver-Haired Education Association.

One delegate is elected from each county in North Dakota to represent that county
at the North Dakota Silver-Haired Legislative Assembly. The term of office is for two
years. During the first day of the Assembly a Steering Committee is formed. One

legate from each of the Governor’s eight regions is elected by a caucus of each Region
‘serve on the Steering Committee. The President, President Pro Tem and the
representative from the Reservations are also members of the Committee.




hambers with forty-nine of the fifty-three counties represented. The state of Missouri
held the first Silver-Haired Legislature in 1972 and has convened one every year since.
At the present time there are 36 states that have an organized Silver-Haired Education
Association. The first NDSHEA was convened in 1980 and is a pattern of the Missouri
experience.

Q The last SHEA was held on July 28, 29 and 30, 2004 in the North Dakota House

A Silver-Haired Legislative Assembly has been held every other year since 1980. The
Silver-Haired Legislature is a model legislative session whose purpose is to provide an
educational experience for older citizens, informing them about the legislative process
through actual involvement in it and to provide a forum through which the needs of their
constituents can be brought forth and addressed.

There has been much discussion regarding line items being replaced or added to the
North Dakota Income Tax Form. Income tax check offs in forty-one states raised
approximately 27.3 million in 2002. All 41 states have at least one checkoff. Virginia
_has 21checkoffs. California and Alabama each have 11 and Pennsylvania has five. In
q visiting with seniors from all corners of North Dakota the comment has been “this is

ainless and easier way for us to donate money.” “When we don’t have it, we don’t
feel it.” The Silver-Haired Education Association is not asking for funding from the state
of North Dakota. We are asking for the chance to fund ourselves.

We, the seniors of North Dakota, thank you for the opportunity to present our case
to your committee. We ask that you, as a committee, will vote favorably on the passage
of SB2196 and allow the seniors of North Dakota to in some way take care of
themselves.




SUCCESSFUL SHA BILLS
PASSED INTO STATE LAWS

Equal Pay for Equal Care

Guardianship

Adult Protective Services-Law Only

Caregiver Negligence

Mill Levy Match

Living Wills

EMS-Training for Volunteers

Consumer Protection

Medicare Supplemental LTC Insurance

Home Solicitation Sales - Over 65 has 15 days to cancel
Telepromoting - protection against phone-mail sales fraud
Grandparents Rights

Seatbelt Law

Stalking

Alzheimer Unit Admission w/out Civil Commitment
Proceedings

Vehicle lights on during inclement weather

Healthcare consent for incapacitated persons

More funding for Home/Community Based Services
Prize Offering Disclosures

Durable Power of Attorney for healthcare |
Prohibit age disclosure by employers of 1 or more persons
Study for stat e funded Public Guardianship

Optional supplemental program for low income basic care
residents

Appropriation - Homestead tax credit program

Property tax credit program for low income seniors




SILVERLINK - "The Silver Voice of Citizens"
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Homepage

News Updates
About Us
Resources »
Communication @}
Forum of Issues
Media Events »

| Grand Forks SC Center |
The 17 fult and part-time
staff at the Grand Ferks
Senior Center keeps the
place open 9am to 5pm
eve... [more}

.l

http://fwww.silverlink.us/

¥

?1):;.4 ?)"f

""_;r;u eer

t i1izens

Homepage |

Welcome to the "Silver Voice of Citizens"
website - a grass-root model to inform
citizens on issues affecting families and
communities at the place where they vote
and express opinions reflectively as an
advisory resource in the halils of state
government and the national congress.

Everyone wants to be well informed and up-
to-date. Most people want an objective view
- based on an educational approach rather
than partisian or {obbying objectives. Most
citizens prefer factual information and then
given the choice to express their opinion -
through comment, discussion and
eventually by their personal vote.

This website is created as a prototype for a
National Silver Halred Congress web-portal
to demonstrate how advanced
communications can improve and
strengthen the voice and image of seniors -
to fulfill our service mission: "to inform,
guide and lead."

Seniors and youth are the fastest growing
segments of our population to use
advanced communications. In North
‘Dakota, seniors and youth of voting age
constitute 53% of the vote,

The North Dakota Silver Haired Educational
Assoclation (SHEA) presented an inter-
generational model at the National Silver
Haired Congress in Washington in February
2004 and will demonstrate this model at
the mid-annual meeting of the National
Silver Haired Congress in Bismarck on July
19-22, 2004.

A $10 contribution to t
Silver Haired Assembly
get you a shining pin t
.show support.of senior
our educational progra

Donate Now!

1721/05




Dallas Knudson, Director

13" North Dakota Silver Haired Assembly
\Y
‘ ND Silver Haired Assembly

September 9, 2004

Report to the North Dakota Silver Haired Steering Committee

| Delegates who did not attend nor did not have alternates were called:
¢ Two people were il
* Two people forgot
* One person was out of state

11 Evaluation of State Silver Haired session:
* Evaluations were very positive of the session
Stated committees had good debate — good speakers, pro & con
Arrangements and issues were wonderful
First time...and it was a good experience
Would like it extended to three full days
Wish there was enough money to send 2 delegates from each county
More relaxed atmosphere than in previous years
Very educational
Had good leadership for committees
Make sure committee chairperson has a copy of bills prior to session
One page said “We have been treated royally”

Using the microphone system in the House Chamber was a new experience.
Delegates had to learn to speak up.

¢ Start at 9:00 a.m. Need a nap after lunch.

® ® & & o 4 0 ¢ ¢ 8 @

interesting facts on session:
62% of delegates from counties were new
38% of delegates had been elected previously from their county

54% of the delegates were women
46% of the delegates were men

vV VYV Vv

63% of the Region delegates on the Steering Committee are new

v

52 of the 53 counties had a delegate




North Dakota

Silver-Haiwred Legislature

An Fducational Association Advising State
Legislators and National Congress Delegates
on Voter Issues Affecting Seniors and Inter-
Generational Family Members,

Purpouse of ND Silver-Haired
Education Association, Inc.

Encourage good u  Conduet biennial 5-H
citizenship Assembly Lo prioritize
Awareness of legistative praposed bills
proecsses w  Participate in non-partisan
Promote wall-being sesearch

®  Conduct training for & Provide technical assistance
seniors in voter issucs to Jegistative members or
Provide forum to identify committecs
needs 2 Inform members of general
Projects to improve issues and bills
quality-of-Tife

Three National Delegates
" & Dalles Knudson
S-H Senator to ‘04
B Dr. Larrie Wanberg
S-H Senator to *06
& Ray Siver
5-H Congressman ‘034

Delégation is small in mimbers;
tivin potential impact for growth

-‘; ;;. ' ND Executive Board has 8 State
Regional Reps to Steering Committee

Wice President: Ray Siver
Secretary: Bernie Wagner
Treasurer: Martha Becker
Native Rep: Ed Hall Sr.

8 Regional Reps

3 National Delegates

g ve £ g

Regional Delegate Reporis to
Each County 1n District

e Each County has a
delegate to the State
Assembly

w Fach County delegate
works with County
Commissicniers and
are agency councils

Region delogato imeracy wiy.~ © Co0rdination ‘ﬂ‘ows

all cunties for mutal between Counties and

exckange of information Region

MNorib Pakota™s 8 Regions

EHCh Cﬁun Uy
+ Towns 1z a County Council

@ Each town has an active
Senior Citizens Conter

= County government
supports local Center
through a mill levy

2 Each Center hasa
Board of Directors and
a voting membership

-+ County Seaty may Ive s numbrer of
.- terorns wilh Sendor Centers and sach
= tovm cerder will serve 2 monber of
< Isurcholds




‘. Each Center iz SelfGovemad

“o Senior Citizens Centers reach out to all
~seniors and elderly and host meetings and
7 social activities of interest to members
1 All State and Regional services interscct
. i wath Center and community members
+ Information is posted o1 a bulletin board
+ (lenfers iy have compuiters for acvess to
web sites, health materials or sending e-mail

. Senmiors Carry Intormation Home,
 often to 3-Generational Family

very senior citizen helongs to a family- wsuelly
- three generations- and family units are voter
_groups where common concems get discussad
"At the last 8-IT Assembly, a unanimous vote was
ast it include issues or concerns of working
“hmitics (children of seniors as teday’s purents)
and youth {grandchildren)
“Somc concerns are prioritized (it are issues
“only for retired, seniors or elderTy

Modern Communications Open
“ Drialogue at All Leadership Levels
:2 Electronic communications is dominating

~ the way that information is distributed

w Bemail, instant messaging, net meetings

. and interactive Intemet is becontin g the

standard for business and organizations

8 Web sites stove volumes of information for

the use of consumers and constitncneies
g -2 Seniors are beginning 1o feal com Forfable
e i the warld of technology

i

Seniors S

* Inthis way. the

_with Tater-Generational “Family”
T IND 8-H Assembly appraved a plan to involve vouth as
vommunity-based “pages.” similar to logistative o
: cdngrcssinml pages, to collect Intornet messages and
distribute printed information to senior ¢itizen conters
College students from hometowns serve as voluntoer
cdimmunity “interns™ to 8-H Delegates in each Region

“ - Revels in County and State government
-1 Thereby, Scniors create a sustainable leadorship mndel
. with an imker-gencrational cutreach ta inform ail citizens

usiam ‘Leac;e;"ship Model

politieaf process is engaged al seultiple

Youth to

E Togather,
electorate
on to appt

& Elected 5-H sepiors identify focul vouth to
_ participate as student “interns and pagas™

.. & Students Joarn about fssues and help infarm
 community through modern media
commumications {c-mails, web prges, et

opriate elected oflicials

en1ors “Partrer ™ with
Promote Citizenship

information on opinions of the
on issues is eollected and passed

i
New Technologies Improve
“Communication Services to Seniors

. 7B Anadvanced technology. developed in NI,

-- enables se

phione and have SilverLink us web page

- “read” to them over their phone

& Called “Rover,” this svstent is baing tested
© so that senjors without aceess to compicrs
can interaet as an c-coipm unity with voice-
activated digital commmications

niors to dial from their home




ss-root cilzens’ oroan .i_mizgm that
Umireers” the & State Legistature by clections
U734 of Sentors vote Nationwide

Sanior mimmbrs vﬂl ri(mhk- by "’} 10
w

What are the Numbers

w4 @ NI has 120.000 seniors over 65
a SHEA 1s an open association for alf eitizens
over 6 vears-of-age
There are no dues
Inforration is the focus - nat partisan, nat
lobbying, bul fufborming voios on s
s Obieclive ts o briug 20% of senior voiers
siiing with active, informed participation

ND'SHEA doing (o
Advance Its Leadership Position
2 NTY SHEA will host National SH ¢ oRYross
: \m,mw Conurites of 100 in Algpist 200l

EA will vie for National * ‘talopost” as
SilverLank.com™ snd gontraet for o
. w;w;n;_ vepronal wind nationn) evenis

?\:l 3 SH Senators :)(:rm inatod imoan
i Uﬂ 2

i
Gov” between NI & MW in
W0 consider nwovaiions }'Ur

. i
[eoordipulion m L’} PeI idwest

ismg arigh as hmlﬂ Lot

What Future Challenges are
Bemng Considered by SHEA

u An interpctive anpresch adds

-itnd (ivmonx:m\mu

il mATn
peoas)fuatial

ablic

County mill levy for
ol \L.I'l!\)r mndn"l at
X R'\l”‘. \ l\(‘ \-1

Pt u'l"’ Ste
SRTEEE ﬁ:r‘d(

How can NI SHEA ke Funded

Piivate
Corporate sponsors K
Foundation grants
Health injtjasives
Private donationa
Fund raising
Sappotl from Sarior

Centers

Fron e ot

LEDEL
Proposalio National Silver-
H 1red ;E:\ecutlve Commities

dadel Cu soindiding dre
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