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2005 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SCR 4005
Senate Transportation Committee

O Conference Committee

Hearing Date 1/21/05

Tape Number Side A Side B Meter #
1 X 1290-3060

Committee Clerk Signature % AN is, K W e

Minutes: J

Chairman Trenbeath opened the hearing on SCR 4005 designating United States Highway 2
through the state of North Dakota as the 164th Infantry Memorial Highway.

All members were present except Senator Espegard and Senator Mutch.

Senator Trenbeath (District 10) As a sponsor, he introduced SCR 4005. The Montana
Legislature has designated US Highway 2, as it passes through their state, in honor of the sister
unit, the 163rd. Their goal is to have that highway, throughout it’s course across the United
States, designated in honor of the National Guard units that were called up during those times of
strife. It’s North Dakota’s turn and nearly the least we can do in honor of the ND National Guard
as it came to be known the 164th infantry.

Bernie Wagner (Current President of the 164th Infantry Association of the United States)
Testified in support of SCR 4005. See attached testimony. He handed out 164th Infantry bumper

stickers and place mats to all the committee members.
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Senate Transportation Committee
Bill/Resolution Number SCR 4005
Hearing Date 1/21/05

Senator Warner asked if there was any effort to create a focal point somewhere along the
highway such as a commemorative or memorial.

Bernie Wagner said, yes, they plan on doing that but the focus is getting the approval of this.
John Jacobson (Representative of the Legislative Committee of the ND Veterans Coordinating
Council) He was a member of the 164th. He asked for the committee’s support of SCR 4005 on
behalf of the Coordinating Council.

David Thiele (ND National Guard) On behalf of Major General Haugen he testified in strong
support of SCR 4005 and provided the committee with a “History of the North Dakota National
Guard”. He pointed out that it was filled with reference to the 164th which made it clear to him
that, if there was a backbone to the ND National Guard, it was the 164th.

C. Emerson Murry (A member of the 164th.) Testified in support of SCR 4005. He said the
164th had a sparkling record. Over in the Philippines the Young Scouts, made up primarily of
volunteers from the 164th, earned more medals of honor than ever has been won by any small
unit in the entire United States Army. Their record, where they were the first United States Army
unit to take the offensive against the Japanese in WWII when they joined the Marines at
Guadalcanal, certainly says a great deal for both ND soldiers and the 164th in particular. He
hopes ND will give them the honor they have earned so many times over.

Senator Nething He asked if the 188th was pretty much a ND guard unit.

C. Emerson Murry said the 188th was a ND National Guard Artillery Unit. They were both
part of the 47th division at one time prior to WW II. The 188th went to Europe.

There was a short discussion as to the style and whether this should be sent to the Governor.

The hearing on SCR 4005 was closed.
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BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SCR 4005
Senate Transportation Committee
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Hearing Date 1-27-05
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1 X 1930-1981
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Minutes:

Chairman Trenbeath opened SCR for discussion. He submitted an amendment to include the
battle history of the 164th in the Korean conflict.

Senator Espegard motioned a Do Pass on the amendment. Seconded by Senator Mutch.

The motion passed on a voice vote.

Senator Espegard motioned a Do Pass as Amended. Seconded by Senator Nething.

Roll call vote 6-0-0. Passed. Floor carrier is Senator Trenbeath.




, : Date: [=27- 05
. Roll Call Vote #:

2005 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES
"~ BILL/RESOLUTIONNO_SC K 4005~

Senate . ...~ TRANSPORTATION Committee

Check here for Conferel_lce Committee

Legislative Council Amendment Number

Action Taken ﬁa Pa44u 2 2% W
Motion Made By ﬁg“ é; Q%Q Seconded By ég“: 22224;:3; '

Senators Senators
Senator Espegard Senator Bercier
Senator Mutch . Senator Warner
Senator Nething
Senator Trenbeath, Chairman

Total  (Yes) N No o
Absent

Floor Assignment . M W

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:




REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: SR-18-1246
January 27, 2005 6:04 p.m. Carrier: Trenbeath
Insert LC: 53015.0101 Title: .0200
REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE

SCR 4005: Transportation Commitiee (Sen. Trenbeath, Chairman) recommends
AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS
(6 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SCR 4005 was placed on the
Sixth order on the calendar.

Page 1, line 14, after the semicolon insert "and"”

Page 1, after line 14, insert:

"WHEREAS, the 164th Infantry was ordered into federal service for the Korean
Conflict in 1950;"

Page 1, line 20, after the first "the" insert "Governor and the”

Renumber accordingly

(2) DESK, (3} COMM Page No. 1 SR-18-1246
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Hearing Date March 4, 2005
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4
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Minutes:

Chairman Weisz opened hearing on Engrossed SCR 4005 A concurrent resolution designating
US Highway 2 through the state of North Dakota as the 164th Infantry Memorial Highway.
Senator Trenbeath: It has to do with our famous regiment, the 164th. It has been called to
continuous in times of war since 1885-1955.(See information attached ) They just about starved
to death in Guadelcanal. Discussed his father’s information on the 164th. This resolution is part
of a regional wide effort to honor those national guard regiments that were called to active duty.
Montana, during its last session, designated its stretch of US Highway 2 as the 163rd Memorial
Highway. We would like to continue that through the state of ND. We ask for your favorable
consideration of this resolution.

Rep. Ruby Do you know how many of those veterans are still alive today?

Rep. Delmore [ would just echo his thoughts and just let the people here today testify.

. Bernie Wagner: (See attached testimony #1)
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Page 2
House Transportation Committee
Resolution Number SCR 4005
Hearing Date March 4, 2005

Rep. Delmore(18.5) Should this read the 164th Infantry Regiment or does it not matter?

Bernie Wagner: That change is not necessary. It wouldn’t give any better designation than this.
We have 600 members throughout the US.

John Jacobsen:The ND Veterans Coordination Council. We just request that you support this

resolution.

LTC Dave Thiele, ND National Guard(20.6) See attached handout #2. Just general
information. We support this resolution.

Chairman Weisz Anyone else here in support of SCR4005? Anyone in opposition.
hearing closed 21.3

Motion Made By Rep. Delmore Seconded By Rep. Ruby

DoPass 13 Yes 0 No 2 Absent Carrier: Rep. Delmore

(22.4)
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: HR-40-4213
March 4, 2005 2:22 p.m. Carrier: Delmore
Insert LC: . Title:.

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
SCR 4005, as engrossed: Transportation Committee (Rep. Welsz, Chairman)
recommends DO PASS and BE PLACED ON THE CONSENT CALENDAR (13 YEAS,
0 NAYS, 2 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). Engrossed SCR 4005 was placed on the
Tenth order on the calendar.

{2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 HR-40-4213
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e G00d Morning Chairman RENBEATH and members of the Senate Transportation

Committee

I am Bernie Wagner, President of the 164th Infantry Association of the United States.

I am present today to visit with you in regards to SCR 4005 designating United States
Highway 2 through the state of North Dakota as the 164th Infantry Memorial Highway.
I can think of no better way to recognize the 164th Infantry and the North Dakota Army
National Guard than to have this recognition. Montana has recently named their portion
of Hwy #2 in Honor of the Montana National Guard. This was discussed at our Reunion
a couple of years ago and it was decided to request this of North Dakota. With your
permission Mr. Chairman I would like to give you a short History of the 164 and explain
the Lineage and Honors that have been bestowed to our Organization.-----The 164th
Infantry Regiment can trace their lineage back to 1885 when the regiment was organized
as the First Regiment Dakota Guard.

The regiment was redesignated as First Infantry Regiment, North Dakota National Guard
in 1889 due to North Dakota's Statehood on 22 Feb of that year, 1889.

The Regiment was mustered into Federal Service in May 1899 as the First North Dakota
Volunteeer Infantry ( for the Spanish American War & Philippine Insurrection). Later
that year in Nov 1899 they were reorganized as the First Infantry Regiment North Dakota
National Guard.

In 1916 they again were mustered in for duty on the Mexican Border.

In 1917 the Regiment was mustered and drafted for World War L. In Oct 1917 they were
redesignated as the 164th Infantry Regiment assigned to the 41st Division. In May 1923
they were reorganized and assigned to the 34th Division and reverted to State control.
On February 10th, 1941 the Regiment was ordered to active duty for World War II. In
1946 the 164th Infantry reverted to State control. Then again in January 1951 we were
again called to active duty for the Korean War and in December 1954 we reverted back
to State Control.

I believe that I have the longdevity of the 164th Infantry in the State of North Dakota. I
joined the 164th in Valley City in 1937 and was a member of the 164th Infantry until
1955 when we were converted to Engineers, this included World War IT and the Korean
War.

The following are the Campaign Participation credits: War with Spain---Philippine
Insurrection-----World War I-----World War II-----Guadalcanal----Northern Solomons---
Leyte---Southern Philippines Japan------ Korean War.

Recetved the Navy Presidential Unit Citation while being attached to the 1st Marine
Division on Guadalcanal ( The only Army Unit to receive this Honor). The Army
Presidential Unit Citation and the Philippine Presidential Unit Citation.

This concludes my remarks Mr. Chairman and if there are any questions I would be
happy to try and answer them.




History of the North Dakota National Guard Thiele - ragelwm3

1-800-GO-GUARD

History of the North Dakota National Guard

» 1883 - Company A, First Regiment, Dakota National Guard, is organized at

Bismarck, Dakota Territory.

« 1889 - North Dakota becomes the Unions thirty-ninth state. The North Dakota

National Guard was organized and included six infantry companies, two cavalry
troops, and one artillery battery.

1898 - Eight infantry companies of the First North Dakota Regiment are mobilized
for the Spanish-American War and the Philippine Insurrection. The Regiment earns
thirty-nine silver battle rings for its guidon and ten members of the First North
Dakota Infantry Volunteers are awarded the Medal of Honor.

1904 - 1,500 acres near Devils Lake was ceded to the State of North Dakota by the
federal government for use as a permanent military reservation for the North Dakota
National Guard. The camp was known as the Rock Island Military Reservation,
(later renamed Camp Gilbert C. Grafion in 1921).

1916 - First North Dakota Infantry Regiment was ordered to active service at
Mercedes, Texas, on the American-Mexican Border to protect American lives and
property against the notorious Mexican bandit, Poncho-Villa.

1917 - The First & Second North Dakota Regiments were ordered into federal
service for World War 1. The First North Dakota Regiment was renamed the 164th
Infantry Regiment, and the Second North Dakota Infantry Regiment was disbanded.
North Dakota soldiers were involved in fighting at Cantigny, Sossions, St. Mihiel,
and the Meuse-Argonnes Offensive as members of the 41st Division.

1637 - The former Bismarck Indian School site and buildings were transferred from
the federal government to the state of North Dakota for use by the North Dakota
National Guard as its head-quarters. The site was renamed Fraine Barracks in 1945.
1941 - The North Dakota National Guard's 164th infantry Regiment and the 188th
Field Artillery Regiment were mobilized for service in World War I1. 776th Tank
Destroyer Battalion formed from batieries F and H of the 188th Field Artillery
Regiment. The 776th went on to spend more then 550 days in actual combat in
Tunisia, Italy and Central Europe.

1942 - The 164th Infantry Regiment landed on Guadacanal to reinforce the First
Marine Division at Henderson Airfield. The regiment became the first US Army
unit to take offensive action against the Japanese during World War IL

1943 - The 164th Infantry spearheaded the Americal Division's island hopping
against the Japanese in the South Pacific. The 188th Field Artillery Regiment was
split up into the 188th Field Artillery Group, the 188th Field Artillery Battalion, and
the 957th Field Artillery Battalion.

+ 1944 - Members of the 188th and 957th Field Artillery Battalions landed on Utah

Beach and participated in the Cherbourg Offensive and the Battle of the Bulge while

http://www. guard.bismarck.nd.us/ndng%ZOhistory/nghist.htrn 1/20/2005
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driving onward to Germany.

. 1945 - World War 11 ends with the surrender of Germany and Japan. North Dakota
National Guard units are released from active duty and return home.

e 1050 & 1951 - Units of the North Dakota Army National Guard, including the
164th Infantry Regiment and the 231st Engineer and 188th Field Artillery
Battalions were ordered 1nto federal service for the Korean Conflict.

» 1955 - The North Dakota Army National Guard underwent a major organizational
change - all of its units were converted to engineers.

« 1960 - Elements of the North Dakota Army National Guard were ordered into
federal service for the Berlin Crisis. The 116th Public Information Detachment 18
formed.

o 1965 - Provisional Aviation Detachment organized.

« 1971 - Provisional Aviation Detachment becomes the 142nd Medical Detachment
(Air Ambulance). 1 16th Public Information Detachment changed to 116th Public
Affairs Detachment.

e 1983 - The North Dakota National Guard received funding from the state legislature
to purchase land in Eddy County. Today the "new" training area is known as Camp
Grafton South.

o 1984 - Company D, 141st Engineer Battalion, NDARNG, received the Itschner
Award as the most outstanding engineer-sized unit in the Army National Guard of
the United States.

. o 1985 - The 142nd Engineer Battalion was organized with companies located at
Grand Forks, Fargo, Michigan, and Minnesota.

« 1987 - Company B, 141st Engineer Battalion, NDARNG, receive the Ttschner
Award.

« 1088 - 1st Battalion 188th Alr Defense Artillery and the 136th Quartermaster
Battalion (Water Supply) were organized as elements of the NDARNG.

« 1089 - Task Force 164 coordinated civilian and public works missions in Honduras.

« 1990 - Company A (-), 2nd Battalion, 137th Aviation and Detachment 3, HHC, 2nd
Battalion, 137th Aviation organized as elements of NDARNG. The 142nd
deactivated and reorganized as the 1214th Medical Battalion.

« 1990 - The 136th Quartermaster Battalion (PM) (Water Supply) including the 132nd
and 134th QM Companies and the 131st and the 133rd QM Detachments, the 818th
Medical Battalion, and the 191st Military Police Company were mobilized for
service in Desert Shield and Desert Storm. Work was started on the North Dakota
Veterans Cemetery located near Fort Lincoln State Park south of Mandan.

« 1991 - The 842nd Medical Detachment was mobilized for federal service at Fort

' Leonard Wood, Mo.

+ 1995 - 1214 Medical Air Battalion and 137th combined to form 1-1 12th Aviation
Battalion, (light utility helicopter).

. o 1996 - 116th Public Affairs Detachment is inactivated and reorganized into the

129th Public Affairs Detachment. 129th Public Affairs Detachment activated and
deployed for federal duty in Bosnia.
o 1997 - Over 2300 members of ND National Guard activated for blizzard and flood

http:/fwww. guard.bismarck'.nd.us/ndng%ZOhistory/nghist.htm 1/20/2005
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duty in the largest state activation in North Dakota history. 129th PAD return from

_ Bosnia. 191st Military Police Company inactivated.
. e 2000 - 156 members of Company B 142nd Engineer Battalion were mobilized for
service in Kosovo to assist in road building and reconstruction.

| Back to History |

Contact Webmaster at webmaster@nd.ngb.army.mil

http://www. guard.bismarck.nd.us/ndng%20history/nghist.htm : 1/20/2005
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164th INFANTRY ASSOCIATION MEMORIAL

{top) 164th Infantry Regimental Crest NORTH DAKOTA VETERANS CEMETERY '

(Je Suis Prer) ranslates “ I am Ready” MANDAN, NORTH DAKOTA

(bottom) The Americal Division shoulder patch, (L. TO R.) WALTER T. JOHNSEN,

a blue shield with white stars FRANK WEISGERBER, JAMES M. FENELON,
BERNARD A. WAGNER, DONALD ROBINSON,
AND EARL “RED™” CHERREY

P.O. BOX 1111 ~ BISMARCK, ND 58502

Distinguished Record
The 164th in World War I

1

89
199
1,200

10

Navy Cross
Distinguished
Service Crosses
Silver Stars
Bronze Stars
Purple Hearts
Legions of Merit
Soldiers” Medals

. 164th INFANTRY ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
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m)od Moming ChairmanWeisz and members of the House Transportation Committee
am Bernie Wagner, President of the 164th Infantry Association of the United States.
I am resenit Today to visit with you in regards to SCR 4005 designating United States
Highway 2 through the state of North Dakota as the 164th Infantry Memorial Highway.
I can think of no better way to recognize the 164th Infantry and the North Dakota Army
National Guard than to have this recognition. Montana has recently named their portion
of Hwy #2 in Honor of the Montana National Guard. This was discussed at our Reunion
a couple of years ago and it was decided to request this of North Dakota. With your
permission Madam Chairman I would like to give you a short History of the 164 and
explain the Lineage and Honors that have been bestowed to our Organization.-----The
164th Infantry Regiment can trace their lineage back to 1885 when the regiment was
organized as the First Regiment Dakota Guard. ‘
The regiment was redesignated as First Infantry Regiment, North Dakota National Guard
in 1889 due to North Dakota's Statehood on 22 Feb of that year, 1889. ‘
The Regiment was mustered into Federal Service in May 1899 as the First North Dakota
Volunteeer Infantry ( for the Spanish American War & Philippine Insurrection). Later
that year in Nov 1899 they were reorganized as the First Infantry Regiment North Dakota
National Guard.
In 1916 they again were mustered in for duty on the Mexican Border.
' 1917 the Regiment was mustered and drafted for World War 1. In Oct 1917 they were
edesignated as the 164th Infantry Regiment assigned to the 41st Division. In May 1923
they were reorganized and assigned to the 34th Division and reverted to State control.
On February 10th, 1941 the Regiment was ordered to active duty for World War 11. Ini
1946 the 164th Infantry reverted to State control. Then again in January 1951 we were
again called to active duty for the Korean War and in December 1954 we reverted back
to State Control. \
I believe that I have the longdevity of the 164th Infantry in the State of North Dakota. 1
joined the 164th in Valley City in 1937 and was a member of the 164th Infantry until
1955 when we were converted to Engineers, this included World War II and the Korean
War.
The following are the Campaign Participation credits: War with Spain--—-Philippine
Insurrection-—--World War I-----World War II--—---Guadalcanal----Northern Solomons---
Leyte---Southern Philippines Japan------ Korean War. '
Received the Navy Presidential Unit Citation while being attached to the 1st Marine
Division on Guadalcanal ( The only Army Unit to receive this Honor). The Army
Presidential Unit Citation and the Philippine Presidential Unit Citation. .
. Madam Chairman if this request is approved we plan on coordinating with the DOT on
the erection of signs and having information in the Rest Areas.(Distribute Regimental

Crest, and explain)
This concludes my remarks Madam Chairman and if there are any questions I would be




happy to try and answer them.
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The North Dakot:

- The 164th Infantry Reg

10 February 1941:

1 March 1941:
8 December 1941;
December 1941 -

March 1942;

18 March 1942:

13 October 1942:

25-29 October 1942:

20-27
November 1942:

December 1942 -
February 1943

Called up for federal service

Arrived Fort Claiborne (Louisiana); trained as
one of four regiments of the 34th Infantry Division

Detatched from the 34th Division; ordered to San
Francisco area

Units deployed throughout the West to guard
transportation and communication facilities

Departed San Francisco on the President

Coolidge for Australia en route to New Calendonia;
became part of the Americal Division assigned

to defend New Calendonia against invasion

Landed at Kukum Beach on Guadalcanal where the
marines and Japanese had reached a stalemate

Fierce fighting to hold back attack and save
Henderson Airfield; 26 killed in action and 52
wounded

Fiercest Guadalcanal battle; over 100 killed in action
and over 200 wounded; played key role in defeat of

Japanese '

Patrolled island with intermittent skirmishes
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e 2 National Guard
siment in World War 11

1 March 1943:  Departed Guadalcanal for Fiji Islands; Guadalcanal
toll: 147 killed 309 wounded, 133 ill

March-December  Trained in the Fiji Islands
1943:

25 December 1943 - Took part in the campaign to drive the Japanese from
December 1944:  Bougainville Island on the Solomon Islands; 35 killed
in action and 153 wounded

21 January 1945:  Arrived at Leyte, Philippine Islands to take part in

. the “mop-up”

21 January - 8 April  Played key role in the campaign to liberate Leyte in
1945:  heavy fighting; 86 killed in action and 278 wounded

10 April - 28 April  Led campaigns on Cebu, Bohol and Negros in the
1945:  Philippine Islands; casualties numbered 52 killed in
action and 295 wound

September - October  Occupied Japan
1945:

24 November 1945:  Americal Division officially disbanded at Fort
Lawton, Washington, and the 164 designated as
inactive— their war was over
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Distinguished Record
The 164th in World War 11

1

89
199
1,200
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