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1 ABILL for an Act to provide for an immunization program and immunization task force; to

2  provide for reports to the legislative council; and to provide an appropriation.

3 BEIT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

4 SECTION 1. STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH IMMUNIZATION PROGRAM.

5 1. During the period beginning July 1, 2007, through December 31, 2007, the state

6 department of health shall distribute vaccines purchased under section 3 of this

7 Act to local public health units and other immunization providers for the purpose of
8 continuing the immunization services previously funded through the immunization
9 grant program authorized under section 317 of the federal Public Health Service
10 Act, while transitioning to a provider choice immunization program.

11 2. During the period beginning January 1, 2008, through June 30, 2009, the state

12 department of health may distribute vaccines purchased under section 3 of this Act
13 to local public health units and other immunization providers for the purpose of

14 continuing the transition to a provider choice immunization program. The

15 department shall distribute the vaccines in accordance with the department's

16 protocol established in consultation with the immunization task force.

17 3. The state department of health and local public health units shall attempt to access
18 federal and third-party payer funds before using funds from the immunization

19 program. If the funds appropriated to the state department of health for the

20 2007-09 biennium for the immunization program are insufficient, the state

21 department of health shall request a transfer of spending authority from the state
22 contingencies appropriation.

23 SECTION 2. STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH - IMMUNIZATION TASK FORCE -

24 REPORTS TO LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
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1. The state health officer shall appoint an immunization task force to meet during the
2007-08 interim to establish a protocol on how to transition from a universal select
immunization program to a provider choice immunization program and to
recommend to the state department of health that this protocol be implemented.
The protocol must seek to retain the state's high rates of vaccinations using the
most cost-effective protocol.

2. The task force must consist of at least seven members, including at least three
members representing local public health districts, three members representing
private health care providers, and representatives of the state department of
health. The state health officer shall appoint the task force members representing
local public health units from a list of names submitted by an organization
representing public health administrators. The state health officer shall appoint the
task force members representing private health care providers from a list of names
submitted by the North Dakota medical association.

3. During the 2007-08 interim, the task force shall provide periodic reports to the
legislative council regarding the impact of the immunization program transition on
the local public health units. During the 2007-08 interim, the state health officer
shall provide periodic reports to the legislative council regarding the fiscal impact of
the immunization program transition.

SECTION 3. APPROPRIATION - CONTINGENT APPROPRIATION. There is
appropriated out of any moneys in the general fund in the state treasury, not otherwise
appropriated, the sum of $2,000,000, or so much of the sum as may be necessary, to the state
department of health for the purpose of providing vaccines to public health units and other
immunization providers, for the biennium beginning July 1, 2007, and ending June 30, 2009.

Of the total amount appropriated, $500,000 is only available if the department of health
determines that vaccines need to be purchased after December 31, 2007, pursuant to section 1

of this Act.
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