APPENDIX F

Norbeck, Lynette M.

From: Matt Fleck [mfleck@doe.state.in.us}
Sent:  Thursday, November 29, 2007 3:07 PM
To: Sanstead, Wayne G.

Subject: Core 40 information

Dr. Sanstead,

it was enjoyable talking with you on the phone today. | sent Dr. Suellen Reed a note passing along your best
wishes. I'm sure she will enjoy hearing from you.

Included in this message is more information about Indiana’s Core 40:

- Hereis a link to our Core 40 information webpage: http://www.doe.state.in.us/core40/welcome.html
which contains links to the Core 40 curriculum, 2aQ & A document, and other information about Core 40.

- Hereis a direct link to the PDF document that outfines the current Core 40 requirements, including
specific course titles: http://www.doe.state.in.us/core40/pdf/core40 final.pdf

- l've also attached a document which explains the “academic edge” that students gain by completing
Core 40.

If you would like to see the specific Core 40 legislation, please let me know and | will get that to you.

Stan Jones and Cheryl Orr (317-464-4400 X19) with our Indiana Commission for Higher Education also have
extensive knowledge about the background process that made Core 40 come to fruition in Indiana.

Best regards,
Matt '

Matt Fleck

Academic & Career Specialist
Indiana Department of Education
mfleck@doe.state.in.us
317-232-9172

317-232-9121 FAX

11/29/2007






16 BUBIPUISIOUIUTES] MAA
Je 18)UD) ©2IN0SSY SO UIBST JISIA PUE JOJ8SUNOD INOA B0 ‘Ued
881N0D pUE 199180 INOA PUE O 3100 JNOQE LOHBWLIOM SIOW 10+

"S|IB}ap [In} JOJ JOjBSUNOD

looyds 1noA eag ‘Jussuo [ejualed Buiajoaul ssedold Jno-jdo jeuloy
B 9)9/dW0D }sNW Juapn)s e ‘Op 8100 uey) $S8| Y)IM ajenpelb o L

"SJuSpN)s BUEIPU| JO} SMaU Jealb s ey 'seq oy}

Yum sjadwod oy Ajunpioddo ay) syuepnis 1no jje sealb Juswsiinbas
0b 8100 8y) ‘spe auy pue ‘|eojuyos)usaies ‘sabenbue| plom
Buipnjou) san0sje pue 'ssaujjem pue yyeey/uonesnpe |eoisAyd
:S8IPNJS B100S pUE BoUBIOS ‘sofeLByjew ‘spe abenBuelysybus
Jo sjoafgns 8100 sy} ul 88102 |00YDS YBIY SnoIoBL Ajjeoiwspeoe
40 sousnbas paoueleq e syuspms euelpu| jje Buipinosd Ag
‘Juswalinbas uopenpelb e se op 8100 9)9jdwod o}

pajoadxe aq |im eLui Jey) Je jooyos ybiy Bupsiue sjuspnis ‘2002
1} Ul wninoLund jooyds Ybiy palinbal s,euelpu) sewossq gp 8109

0t 8109 YUM Buipssdong

‘eLwuo|dip siy} ures oym suspnjs 1o} Ajleoyiosds sdiysiejoyos

UMo 1y} 1ayo osle $a69]|02 awos pue jusdied gg| 0} dn

8A180a1 ued sejenpeld SI0UOH djwepedy YIm O 8107 *s8B9(|00

o(q1bile e seay pue uopin} panoidde Jo Jusosed:gg 0} dn CINETE

ued sjuswaiinbas apeib pue pie |eloueuy J8Yl0 J99W pue ewo|dip

0t 8100 e 8}aldwod oym sjuapnjs euelpu| ‘abaj|09 1oy Asuow
ules noA diay ueo ewojdip o 2100 8y ‘9b9)|09 10} Asuopy »

‘$8900N8
Joj uojjeledaud jsaq 4noA si o 8100 ‘uojjesedasd ojwapese jooyos
YBly Jo [aAs) siu} Jses) Je aAeY o} sjuspnys alinbal sebayjod sjeAud

:0¥ 810D JO S)ydUS] BU) JO BLUOS BB BISH "S2I0JNIOM

1SOl “(3us|eainba pajusunoop € 10) O 8100 JOY)M 863100
euelpu| o1iqnd 1eeA-ino} & je Je)s 0} a|qe aq JUoM NoA |02
e} uj uswaiinbai suoissiwpe 869100 B St O 8100 AYm s jey
‘8a169p 1noA 156 noA a1048q Jno Buiddeoap Jo eoueyo lojealb
B 9ABY|),n0A suesLu osje )| ‘uonin} 869}joo uresour nok 1500
[l pue ysiuy o) JeBuol noA sdey JIm ) suesLl Yoiym ‘eBejlod
Ul 310Mas1n09 (Jooyos ybiy) jeipewas Buye) ueeul Aew sso|
Buyifuy ‘looyos ybiy u o 8109 6)8)diuod 0) pesu sjuspn}s
‘Jiom |ansl-a69)j00 U pasoons o] ‘Bulysiuy Jnoqe s —
ul Bumeb Jnoqe Jsnf jou s)| *ssa00ng absjj0g 104 uopesedaly o

A ‘0F 9100 pasu

NOA :suwies ay} ale suoljejoadxe oy ‘swajqosd xajdwos Buiajos

pue ‘yosessai Buionpuod ‘uopeunopu BuizAjeue ‘Apesjo Bupum

pue Bupjeads Buipnjoul ‘s|jixs |BRUSSSS UM BALLIR 0) NOA Joadxd

Asy} - sasbe jje Leynw ay) pue swesboid diyssonusidde
‘s1ofojdw3 Juep sweiboud Bujuies) pue siakojdwiz Jeym o

: ‘alniny |eal & y)m toaled

€ puyj 0) — sejjiunpoddo asow pue — suopdo a10w noA senlb

0¥ a100 ‘awpay] JnoA Jnoybnouy) Buljooas pue Bujuiel 1o}

paledaid aq 0} pasu ||11s |m nok ‘uonenpesB jooyos ybiy Jeye

34om 0} Apoauip o6 o) Bujuue|d aie noA J| ‘UOjROYIED BOIOIOM

Jo ‘Bututes Aepnw ‘wesBoud diyssonusidde ‘eaibop sesh-inoy

10 -om} e 8)9|dwiod 0} pasu ||,noA ‘JuslusdueApe 10} edueyd

B 18JJ0 pue sjysuaq yiesy apirosd ‘Ajjwe) ainjn} anoA pue

noA poddns |m Jeu) qof e Juem noA Ji suesw jey] ‘jooyss ybiy
puofeq uoieonps sinbai sqof poos) ‘suoydQ 108180 210N

‘shed o 2109 ‘sinodoup jooyds ybiy uey)
asow jusosed zy wes ssjenpelb jooyos ybiH ‘uoleonps |0oYdS
ubty e Ajuo yum asouy} uety) swpsyl| & JOAO SI0L SIBJOp UoI|IW &
ueyj elow ules sejenpell abejj0o ‘sBeleae uQ :shed uoleonps
Jaybly esneseq ‘Juepodw s ey ‘esibep e wiees pue sbajj0o u|
[1o1ud 0} AjeX|| 10w aie [ooyos yBiy uj ses1nod diwapese Buoss

9ye) oym sjuapn)g “splemay Big = sesino BujbBusjeys «

U pue 269]100 U} pesodNS 0} peaU |jwh NOA uofepunoy

ojwapeoe 8y Buipinoid Aq sieak jooyos ybiy nok jo Jsow Sy} aYew noA sdjay wninoLINg pf 9109 S euelpu

aBp3 o1Wepesy JnoA o mqﬁu

VNVIAQNI



‘sepinpoddo :oa!un!m pue uopesojxe

Jaases jo obejueApR (in) oe) 0} (IPULRLL SRISdiiOp © U) $9A10|e BupOSies) seouenbes siepedy

" ' . Jeases e ajejduiod o) pebemnoous Auons e1d suepms |y ‘siesk jooLos yBiy ety Buunp $eARoele suol
uojeoynsed an_:moomh bums_u:_ nm>o._nam:oum“w ewe3y ‘3 Auew Joj sw epoud sIANPeUss [ooyde LB|H ‘olels o1y Aq Pesnbes S8ANSSIe o Jequinu oy seloeds ,

(sinoy oy} wnwiuiw) weiboud uogesnps
[e91UYD8} Jeek-om) Jo Wed se asusledxe oM paseq-Alshpul ue sjeldwen ‘g Sauspas (e o} Ajdce ey sssuiasnbel ucgRnpRLS RSo] NUCHIPPE SARY Aut S1004OR

(sypeud Z) 8sinoo

*L00Z Ifej @39(dui100 6q 0} UoOE pieog slelS—paledidpuy,

UOHESNPT SAREISAO0D) JO 8SIN0D dIYSUISIU| 19BIED) [BUOISSBIOLd & SjoidwoD ') palinbay sypatd ajels [ejof O
obejj0o 9) BSLE |BOIUYDS) B L) $88IN0D JipaIo obsjjoa/0040s ybiy |enp QMM%MW ‘9 SoAllD8
§ [aAe7 - uojjeunoju Buleoo g |@as - sonewskiely pelddy g |anen x L E
~ uojeULIOjU| 10} Bulpeey :SASYHON UO S|eAs] mc.;o__e 8y} SAOqE 10 JE 81008 ‘Y sseujlem
:g 10 V¥ 99 15nW BUo ‘Buimol|o} ey Jo TS ejejdwio) e " pue yjjeoH
‘JeReq 10 g, & jo ebeioAe Julod speib & AR o uopesnpy
‘ewojdip U} pIeMO) JUNOD [IM JeU} SOSINOD U| Jeleq .o 0, Jo epelb e wes « . _mo._mhr_n_
(s)paio pajeles aloul Jo g) webod [BOIUYIS)-I00E & B)OIdI0Y) o . |esiuyoa | /leslesn .
‘Op 8109 o} Sjuswenbes |je sje|dwos . ; SUy sul4 | A el
1SNW Sjuspn)s ‘ewojdip SIOUOH |EDIUYDD L UJIM Op 8102 BY} 10 sebenbueypiom |  SOARDIS|H
L R Y ety pejoasq
ik "PHOM 8} jo AI0sH/AYdRID0SS) :
1o uojjezilinO/AI0)SIH PUOA SHPaIS Z
SOIIOU0SS  Ipalo. |
JUBWILIBAOS) "G )PBIo | oo B
(supaio 869)|00 ojqele)suE) AojsiH g supasd g | selpms
¢) Aieiqr] Jejsues | 0100 eyj woyy (8)asinos ypaid ebsfjod/j00yds yblY [enp S 4 jejdo0g
pue swexs dy Buipuodseliod pue (s)paio Z) 8sinod dy Jo uojeuiquiod e ejejdwod o 2sIn0d 20UBI28 (F Qoo ue s)palo g
(supato 66e)j00 d|qelejsues mo_mén_.aumem;o. pajesbaju|
9) Aleuqr Jejsuel) 8100 Y} WOl S88IN0O Jipald 868)100/j00u0s UblY enp sjeiduio) © 10 | 8918Ayd 10 | AljSIWBYD S)PLId 2
10V ey uo ejsodwiod Jeybly Jo gz e 81008 © | ABojoig :s)ipais g
. sofjewsyew > 7 T : | odu9|og
pue Buipes [eo1jlio 1y'S 8y} Uo Jaybiy 10 00Z) JO 81098 PBUIGLIC) & UieT © i
swexa g| buipuodseliod pue (S)peso ) sesined (jeae” JeybiH) g| eje|duton © Aol Bupnp 8sinoo soishud 1o Ljew ¢ e} o) E_nnuﬁuﬁ.&w%z_u .
swiexs 4y BuipuodseLiod pue @.n&o ) $08IN00 Y Qm_nsoo ) PR 9 1o} Il PR ) S90S utey pejesBaluf 1010240 |
. :Bumoiioy ey Jo UG 8)e|dwon) « , ] e1qebly s}ypeso -
‘Jo119q 10 g, € Jo abeseAe julod apelb e SABH e Ajewoed :sypaid g
‘BWOo|dIp S} PJEMO} JUNOD J{IM JBY) SSSINDI U] JBNeq 10,0, B jO opelb e uies | eJg8B]y :sjipaid ¢ _
‘S)IPeJO SHE 8UY Op 8109 Z ules] e sopjewsyjely
‘s)Ipa.o abenbue| pUOM Op 8100 -9 LIeT e ‘yooads pue sy
"S}p8:0 Ujew Op 2100 [BUOIPPE Z Weg o uotyisodwod ‘ainjela)l ssueleq e Buipnjoul ebenbue
‘Ob @100 10} Sjuswennba |je a)ejdwoD « ?_w__m_:m.

:)SNW SJUSPN}S ‘eojdIp SIOUOH DJWBPESY L3IM Of 840D U} IO . sjusWANINbaY] JIPBID PUE 9SIN0Y

ol7aued

YNVIANI

20-9002 ul jooyas ybity 1ajus oym Suspms Yim m:,.E:.amc ool




Core 40 InfoCenter Page 1 of 1
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e Core 40 Overview
o General Information
o Core 40 Diploma Requirements A g
s Questions and Answers regarding the New Diploma Requirements

e Core 40 Curriculum
o Academic Standards for Core 40 Courses
o Core 40 Standards Resources

o Core 40 Assessments
o Core 40 End-of-Course Assessments
o Core 40 Classroom Assessments ﬁ

Related links:

¢ Indiana's P-16 Plan for Improving Student Achievement
Providing all Indiana students with the academic foundation needed to navigate in the world of today is
- the basis of Indiana‘s P-16 Plan for Improving Student Achievement. The P-16 Plan is a comprehensive
blueprint for aligning policies, resources, and strategies across all sectors of Indiana’s education system:
pre-Kindergarten, K-12, and higher education.

o Indiana Core 40 Scholars. :
This simple yet effective strategy engages local business professionals in communities across the state
to motivate more Hoosier students to complete the state's Core 40 curricula. The Indiana Core 40
Scholars Initiative is part of a state and national effort designed to better prepare students for success in
higher education and the workforce through more rigorous academics in high school.

o The American Diploma Project : .
In 2001, Indiana was one of five states (along with Kentucky, Massachusetts, Nevada, and Texas)
selected to participate in the American Diploma Project, a national initiative created. to ensure high
school gradiiation standards and assessments across the nation accurately reflect the knowledge and
skills that colleges and businesses really require of high school graduates.

Indiana Department of Education ' ’ » . Printer Friendly Version ¢
Questions or comments contact:
eca@doe, state.in.us

icies: .
Updated Wednesday, November 21, 2007 9:26 AM

http://www.doe.state.in.us/core40/welcome.html 11/29/2007
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Indiana's Core 40 is the academic foundation all students need to succeéd in college, apprenticeship programs,
military training, and the workforce. Click here for more information on Indiana's course and credit
requirements for a high school diploma.

Your Academic Edge

o Challenging Courses = Big Rewards. Students who take strong academic courses in high school are
more likely to enroll in college and earn a degree. That’s important, because higher education pays: On
average, college graduates earn more than a million dollars more over a lifetime than those with only a
high school education. High school graduates earn 42 percent more than high school dropouts. Core 40
pays. .

e More Career Options. Good jobs require education beyond high school. That means if you want a job
that will support you and your future family, provide health benefits and offer a chance for
advancement, you'll need to complete a two- or four-year degree, apprenticeship program, military
training, or workforce certification. If you are planning to go directly to work after high school
graduation, you will still need to be prepared for training and retooling throughout your lifetime.

Core 40 gives you more options — and more opportunities ~ to find a career with a real future. .

¢ What Employers and Training Programs Want. Employers, apprenticeship programs and the
military all agree - they expect you to arrive with essential skills, including speaking and writing clearly,
analyzing information, conducting research, and solvmg complex problems The expectations are the
same: You need Core 40. = :

e Preparation for College Success. It's not just about getting in — it’s about finishing. To succeed in
college-level work, students need to complete Core 40 in high school. Anything less may mean taking
remedial (high school) coursework in college, which means it will take you longer to finish and will cost
you more in college tuition. It also means you'll have a greater chance of dropping out before you get
your degree. That’s why Core 40 is a college admissions requirement: In fall 2011 you won’t be able to
start at a four-year public Indiana college without Core 40 (or a documented equivalent). -Most private
colleges require students to have at least this level of high school academic preparation. Core 40 is your
best preparation for success. : : J

e Money for College. The Core 40 diploma can help you earn money for college. Indiana students who
complete a Core 40 diploma and meet other financial aid and grade requirements can receive up to 90
percent of approved tuition and fees at eligible colleges. Core 40 with Academic Honors graduates can
receive up to 100 percent and some colleges also offer their own scholarshups specifically for students
who earn this diploma.

Succeeding With Core 40
Core 40 becomes Indiana’s required high school curriculum in fall 2007. Students entering high schoot at that
time will be expected to complete Core 40 as a graduation requirement.

By providing all Indiana students a balanced sequence of academically rigorous high school courses in the
core subjects of English/language arts, mathematics, science and social studies; physical education/health
and wellness; and electives including world languages, career/technical, and fine arts, the Core 40
requirement gives all our students the opportunity to compete with the best. That’s great news for Indiana
students.

o graduate with less than Core 40, a student must complete a formal opt-out process involving parental
consent. See your school counselor for full details. :

For more information about Core 40 and your career and course plan, see your counselor and visit Learn - :
More Resource Center at www.learnmoreindiana.org.
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Indiana's Diploma Requirements

The Indiana State Board of Education has adopted new course and credit requirements for earning a high
school diploma. These new requirements go into effect for students entering high school in fall 2006. With
these changes, students will have the option of earning four diploma types:

o General
e Core 40
e Core 40 with Academic Honors
o Core 40 with Technical Honors

beginning with those entering high schoot falt 2007.” The legisiation includes an opt-out provision for parents
who determine that their student could benefit more from the General Diploma. The legislation also makes

Core 40 a minimum college admission requirement for the state’s public four-year universities beginning in fall
2011,

The Indiana General Assembly has made completion of Core 40 a graduation requirement for all students

To learn more about Indiana’s high school course and credit requirements, click on the links below:

® Questions and Answers regarding the New Diploma Requirements (PDF) (Word)
¢ Course and Credit Requirements by Graduating Class:
o Classes of 2011 and Beyond
= Core 40 (PDF) (Word)
= General (PDF) (Word)
m Spanish Core 40 (PDF) (Word)
m Spanish General (PDF) (Word)
o Class of 2010
= Core 40 (PDF) (Word)
= General (PDF) (Word)
= Spanish Core 40 (PDF) (Word)
= Spanish General (PDF) (Word)
o Classes of 2008 and 2009

e New Graduation Requirements Rule
e Opt-Out Process Coming Soon

Indiana Department of Education Printer Friendly Version g
Questions or comments contact: '

Updated Tuesday, October 23, 2007 2:36 PM

http://www.doe.state.in.us/core40/dinloma recmiremente html 11/Mmamnan~
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Indiana State Board of Education

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
REGARDING

INDIANA’S NEW HIGH SCHOOL COURSE AND CREDIT REQUIREMENTS

General Information

The Indiana State Board of Education has adopted new course and credit requirements for earning a high school diploma.
These new requirements go into effect for students entering high school in fall 2006. With these changes, students will have
the option of earning four diploma types:

» General
«Core 40
« Core 40 with Academic Honors
« Core 40 with Technical Honors

The requirements for each of these diplomas are attached. Reproducible copies of these requirements are available in various
formats online at www.doe.state.in.us/core40 and at www.learnmoreindiana.org.

The Indiana General Assembly has made completion of Core 40 a graduation requirement for all students beginning with
those entering high school fall 2007. The legislation includes an opt-out provision for parents who determine that their

student could benefit more from the General Diploma. The legislation also makes Core 40 a minimum college admission
requirement for the state’s public four-year universities beginning in fall 2011. '

Brief Background

In 1994, Indiana’s business, industry, labor, higher education, and K-12 communities came together to identify the courses
necessary to provide the academic foundation for success in college and the workforce. This common set of courses was
called Indiana Core 40, and currently more than 65% of Hoosier students graduate having completed Core 40 — of these
students 29% complete additional requirements to graduate with Academic Honors.

The academic foundation necessary for success in college, the workforce, military training and apprenticeship programs have
converged. Recognizing that all students need and deserve the academic preparation Core 40 provides, Indiana’s Education
Roundtable committed to putting policies and strategies in place to move more of Indiana’s students out of the general
diploma track and into the more rigorous Core 40 curriculum. After nearly two years of study, public input, and discussion,
the Roundtable passed in fall 2004 a series of key resolutions emphasizing the important preparation for college and the
workforce provided by Core 40.

The resolutions called for: (1) improving diploma requirements; (2) making Core 40 the default curriculum for all students
with an opt-out provision; (3) adding a Core 40 with Technical Honors diploma; and (4) requiring Core 40 completion for
admission to the state’s four-year universities and to receive state financial aid to attend 4-year institutions.

The State Board of Education acted in February 2005 on the Roundtable’s resolution to adopt improvements to the course
and credit requirements for a high school diploma. These improvements go into effect with students entering high school in
2006 (Graduating Class of 2010). The Indiana General Assembly took action to make Core 40 the required curriculum for
all students with an opt-out provision and a minimum requirement for admission to Indiana four-year public universities by
passing legislation April 2005. This action will affect students entering high school in 2007 (Graduating Class of 2011).



Frequently Asked Question Regarding All Diploma Types

When do the changes go into effect?

Indiana’s new graduation requirements go into effect with students who enter high school fall
2006 (Graduating Class of 2010).

Statutory requirements that make Core 40 the required (default) curriculum go into effect with
students who enter high school fali 2007 (Graduating Class of 2011).

Statutory requirements that make Core 40 (or documented-equivalent) required for
admission to public four-year universities in Indiana begin fall 2011.

May schools add conditions or -
courses to the state’s requirements
for eaming a specific diploma (i.e.
Core 40, Core 40 w/ Technical
Honors, Core 40 w/ Academic
Honors, General Diploma)?

No. These are state determined diplomas, however, a local school corporation may have
additional local requirements that apply to all four diplomas and all students. -

Has the definition of “credit” been
changed?

Yes. Beginning with students who enter high school in fall 2006, a “credit” will mean
satisfactory completion of a course that meets the following requirements:
(1) The course is an approved course under 511 IAC 6.1-5.1.
(2) The course is consistent with the Indiana academic standards.
(3) The course inciudes:
(A) a minimum of two hundred fifty (250) minutes of instruction per week for one
(1) semester for a school operating on a traditional schedule;
{B) a minimum of eighty-five (85) minutes of instruction per class period,
exclusive of passing time, for a school operating on a block schedule; or

{C) a minimum of seventy (70) minutes of instruction per class period, exclusive
of passing time, for a schoot operating on a trimester schedule.

Schools on a block or trimester schedule no longer will need to seek alternate schedule
approval. Since a reasonable amount of passing time may count in computing the minimum
school day under IC 20-10.1-2-1, a reasonable amount of passing time also may be included
in determining if a school that operates on a semester schedule meets the requirements for

1 two hundred fifty (250) minutes of instruction per week. The minimum amounts of instruction

that must be provided by schools that operate on a block or trimester schedule are exclusive
of passing time.

Can a student earmn additional credits
for re-taking a course?

No. The only exception is if the official approved course description permits it. Official
course descriptions can be found at hitp://doe.state. in.us/publications/courses.htmi and

_htip://doe.state.in.us/publications/courses2. htmi.

Can passlfail grades be used?

Pass/fail grades are not allowed for the Core 40, Core 40 with Academic Honors, or Core 40
with Technical Honors diplomas.

What changes have been made to
Physical Education?

No changes have been made to the course. Students will still need to complete two
semesters of Physicat Education. Changes have been made to the number of credits
awarded for this course. Beginning with students who enter high school fafl 2006, a student
who passes Physical Education will receive one credit each semester instead of one-half
credit per semester. By passing two semesters of Physical Education, students will earn two
credits.




May schools award high school
credit for courses taken before
Grade 97

It remains a local decision as to whether students are awarded high school credit for high
school courses taken before Grade 9. No change was made to the existing rule regarding
local decision-making in this area.

Courses taught for high school credit in middle school must be equivalent to the high schoot
course and cover the same Academic Standards. In addition, grades and credits for the
course must be included on the student’s high school transcript and factored into the
cumulative GPA. These courses and credits may be used to fulfill the number of credits
required for graduation.

Note regarding math: Students who receive high school credits on their transcript for high
school courses taken before Grade 9 must stilt complete either a mathematics or physics
course in their junior or senior year. itis strongly recommended that all students take
mathematics their senior year. Mathematics credits earned before Grade 9 for students
earning a General Diploma do not subtract from the four math credits required for this
diploma. Those four math credits must be completed in grades 9-12.

Note regarding world languages: Beginning with students entering high school in fall 2006,
World Language credits earned before Grade 9 must appear on the high school transcript to
count toward the World Language credits required for Core 40 with Academic Honors.

For NCAA eligibility purposes, éourses taken in the eighth grade may not be used
to satisfy the core-curriculum requirements although a process to waive this rule is
available.

Do students still have to take science
credits from multiple disciplines?

Yes. All students are required to eam science credits in more than one (1) of the major
science discipline categories, which are life science, physical science, and earth and space
science. -

What is a career-academic
sequence?

Career-academic sequences are recommended for all students and are required for those
students completing the General Diploma.

A career-academic sequence encourages a student to select electives in a deliberate
manner to take full advantage of career exploration and preparation opportunities while in
high school. Career-academic sequences are flexible, defined by local school corporations,
and designed to help students explore and prepare for specific career areas or groups of
refated occupations.

Sample career-academic seduences mail be found at:
www.doe.state.in.us/octe/facs/CrrClstrGrid.htmi

10

When is the career academic
sequence requirement waived?

Student’s opting out of Core 40 before the end of Grade 11 are required to complete all
requirements for the General Diploma including the career-academic sequence.

Students opting out of Core 40 after their 11th grade year must complete all requirements for
the General Diploma with the career-academic sequence requirement waived.
»  This waiver allows students who switch to the General Diploma curriculum at the
end of their 11th grade year to graduate with their class.
*  This waiver allows out-of-state students who transfer to Indiana following the 11th
grade year to graduate with their class.
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What are the three new course
options that are noted in the new
requirements?

The following courses and descriptions have been added:

Geography and History of the World
Students develop and use the six elements of geography to better understand current events
and issues facing the world today. These elements are: The World in Spatial Terms, Places
and Regions, Physical Systems, Human Systems, Environment and Society, and the Uses of
Geography. Students will demonstrate an understanding of these elements of geography in a
context of world history, primarily from the year 1450 to the present.

* Prerequisite: None

« A two (2) credit course

Note: This new two-semester course will be taught by a licensed world geography teacher.
A draft version of the standards is available at
hitp://mustang.doe.state.in.us/da/standards/DL-GeoHistory.cfm

Career Exploration Internship
The Career Exploration Internship course is a paid or unpaid work experience in the public or
private sector that provides for workplace learning in an area of student career interest.
During the work experience, students are exposed to all aspects of a particular industry or
career cluster area by rotating through various departments. In addition to their workplace
learning, students participate in 1) regularly scheduled meetings with their supervising
teacher, or 2) a regularly scheduled seminar with the supervising teacher, for the purpose of
helping the student make the connection between academic leaming and their work-related -
experiences. A learmning agreement outlines the expectations of all parties — the student,
parent, employer, and instructor.
*  Prerequisite: None
e A two-four (2-4) credit course ‘
s This course may be taken for successive semesters to enable students to explore
additional aspects of a career area.
Seventy-five (75) hours of experience at the worksite is required for one (1) credit.
+ ltis recommended that this course be offered for two (2) credits in one (1) semester
to enhance the learning experience.

Advanced Career-Technical Education, College Credit
Advanced Career-Technical Education, College Credit is a title covering (1) any advanced
career-technical education course offered for credit by an accredited postsecondary
institution through an adjunct agreement with a secondary school or {2) any other
postsecondary career-technicat course offered for duat credit under the provisions of 511
IAC 6-10. : e

* Prerequisite: Six (6) credits in career-academic sequence

s Atwo (2) credit course




Frequently Asked Questions Regarding the Core 40 Diploma
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What changes have been made to
the requirements for a Core 40
Diploma?

The Core 40 Diploma has been in place since 1994 and in 2005 68% of Indiana’s high schootl
graduates eamed this diploma. The changes in the requirements for a Core 40 Diploma are
minimal. ’

1. Social studies credits must include two (2) credits in World History and Civilization or two (2)
credits in Geography and History of the World (a new course). Students may not satisfy this
requirement by taking one (1) credit in World History and Civilization plus one (1) credit in
Geography and History of the World credit. The new Core 40 Diploma does not allow the
one-semester Geography credit to count for the Core 40 social studies requirement,
however, schools may still offer the one-semester Geography course for elective credit.

2. The new Core 40 Diploma requires students o take (5) five “directed elective” credits in any
combination from the following areas:
» World Languages
* Fine Arts
«-Career - Technical Education -

3. Students are required to take a mathematics or physics course during their junior or senior
year. :

13

Why are students required to take
a math or physics course during
thelr junior or senior year?

Students are required to take a math or physics course during their junior or senior year
because using mathematics throughout high school is important for success in coliege and the
workforce. Students who do not continue learing and applying mathematics skills during high
school often have to take remedial (high school) courses in college or spend unnecessary time
being retrained by employers.

In addition 'to taking a mathematics course, taking Physics I or a higher level physics course

1 (not including Integrated Chemistry-Physics) fulfills this new requirement.

14

Can a student taking physics
during the junior or senior year
count it as a math course?

No. Although physics courses cbntain significant mathematics content, they are considered
science courses only and therefore cannot fulfill Core 40 math course requirements.

15

What is a “Directed Flective?”

birected electives give students opportunities to explore areas other than English,
mathematics, social studies and science. Five (5) directed electives are required for the Core
40 diploma. Directed electives can be any combination of electives from the foltowing:

« World Languages

« Fine Arts

« Career - Technical Education

16

What changes have been made to
the health curriculum requirement?

Changes to this requirement are being made in two steps.

1. The course title will be changed to Health and Weliness

2. The standards for this course are currently being updated to include greater emphasis
on lifelong health and wellness. The draft standards are available on the Indiana
Department of Education website.
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Can a student graduate with less
than Core 407

Current high school students and students who enter high school in the fall 2006 are
encouraged to compiete Core 40 but may eamn a General Diploma.

Beginning with students who enter high school in fall 2007 (graduating class of 2011), the
completion of Core 40 becomes an Indiana graduation requirement. To graduate with less
than Core 40, the following formal opt-out process must be completed:

e The student, the student’s parent or guardian, and the student's counselor (or another
staff member who assists students in course selection) meet to discuss the student'’s
progress.

The student’s career and course plan is reviewed.
The student’s parent or guardian determines if the student will achieve greater
educational benefits by completing the general curriculum or the Core 40 curriculum.

» Ifthe decision is made to opt-out of Core 40, the student is required to complete the
course and credit requirements for a general diploma and the career-academic
sequence that the student will pursue is determined.

18

How is the opt-out process
initiated?

The opt-out process involves a meeting between the student’s parent or guardian and the
student's counselor (or another staff member who assists students in course selection). The.
opt-out process is initiated:
¢ Upon the request of a student's parent/guardian;
e lfthe student does not pass at least three (3) courses required under the Core 40
curriculum; student's progress; or
» Ifastudent receives a score on the graduation examination that is in the twenty-fifth
percentile or lower when the student takes the graduation examination for the first
time.

19

What happens if the parent does
not attend the opt-out meeting with
the student and the student's
guidance counselor?

If the parent does not attend the opt-out meeting with the student and the student's counselor
after receiving two (2) written requests to attend, the student and the student's counselor shall
meet. The student's counselor shall make a recommendation to the student as to whether the
student will achieve greater educational benefits by continuing in the Core 40 curriculum or
completing the general curriculum, and the student shall determine which curriculum the
student will complete.

20

Are special education students
subject to the Core 40 graduation
requirement? ;

A decision with regard to whether a student who is a child with a disability (as defined in IC 20-
35-1-2) is subject to the Core 40 graduation requirement shall be made in accordance with the
student's individualized education program and federal law.




Frequently Asked Questions Regarding the Core 40 with Academic Honors
Diploma

21

What changes were made to the Core
40 with Academic Honors Diploma?

The following additional requirement was added:

Students earning the Core 40 with Academic Honors Diploma must complete one of

the
L ]

following:

Complete AP courses (4 credits) and corresponding AP exams

Complete 1B (Higher Level) courses (4 credits) and corresponding IB exams
Earn a combined score of 1200 or higher on the SAT critical reading and
mathematics

Score a 26 or higher composite on the ACT

Complete dual high school/college credit courses from the Core Transfer Library
(6 transferable college credits) _

Complete a combination of AP course (2 credits) and corresponding AP exams
and dual high school/college credit course(s) from the Core Transfer Library (3
transferable college credits)

22

Are the options in the Core 40 Diploma
with Academic Honors affordable for
school systems and fow-income
students?

Schools:

Beginning July 1994, alt schools were required to offer Advanced Placement (AP)
math and science courses. for students who qualify (IC 20-10.1-22.2-5). The
indiana General Assembly has provided funding to support these courses and
pay for exams. ‘

School corporations receive $900 per Academic Honors Diploma recipient. By
law, the money must be used only for expenses “directly related to the school
corporation's academic honors diploma program” or “the school corporation’s
program for high ability students. Schools have been receiving this funding since
1998.

Students:

Cumrently, the Indiana General Assembly is providing funding for AP exams in
math (Calculus and Statistics), and science (Chemistry, Biology, Physics,
Environmental Science). Additionally, Title | funds are available for low-income
students to take any AP exam.

Both College Board and ACT provide no-cost assessments for low-income
students to take the SAT and ACT, respectively.

23

Do students have to eamn a certain
score on the AP test if they choose that
option for the Core 40 with Academic
Honors Diploma?

No. Since seniors receive the results of their AP exams in the summer following their
senior year requiring a certain score for the Core 40 with Academic Honors Diploma is not

possible.

Students choosing this option are required to take the AP exam, but are not

required to earn a certain score because of the timing of these tests.
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What are “academic, transferable duai
high school/college courses” as
referred to in the requirements for a
Core 40 with Academic Honors
Diploma?

“Academic” refers to courses that typically are taken by college students in their first two
years of study. These courses generally are liberal arts courses that are taken by all
college students regardless of college major or course of study.

“Transferable” refers to the ability of a specific course to be accepted for credit at any
Indiana public college or university. In order for a course to be transferable, it must:

»  Apply toward meeting the degree requirements of the institution offering the
course in the same way as the on-college campus course; and

¢  Transfer to the other Indiana public colleges and universities, in the same way as
the on-college campus course.

Action by the 2005 General Assembly requires the Indiana Commission for Higher
Education, in consultation with the Statewide Transfer and Articulation Committee (STAC),
to establish a statewide Core Transfer Library by July 1, 2007. The Core Transfer Library
will consist of 70 college courses (each course will transfer in and apply toward meeting
the general education degree requirements in the same way as the receiving college’s

_equivalent course). Courses in the Library will emphasize the most frequently taken

college courses and will be drawn primarily from liberal arts coursework, but also include
introductory courses in technical, professional, and occupational fields. The Commission
and STAC have already identified and are now updating the course equivalencies for 39 of
the 70 courses in the Core Transfer Library. The Commission and STAC are working to
identify and complete the work on the remaining 31 courses in the Library no later than
July 1, 2007.

25

What mathematics courses can a
student take to fulfill the two (2)
additional Core 40 math credits
required for the Core 40 with Academic
Honers Diploma? :

. Cﬁrréntl‘y ~6ourses that Will meet this requirement include:

* Probability and Statistics;

« Discrete Mathematics;

« Pre-Caleulus/Trigonometry;

« Calculus AB, Advanced Placement;

« Calculus BC, Advanced Placement;

« Statistics, Advanced Placement; and

+ Advanced Mathematics, Coliege Credit




Frequently Asked Questions Regardmg the Core 40 with Technical Honors
Diploma
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What are the requirements for the new Core 40 with
Technical Honors Diploma?

In addition to meeting the Core 40 requirements, students who earn the
Core 40 with Technical Honors must

e Complete all requirements for Core 40.

e Complete a career-technical program (related sequence of 8-10
career-technical credits)

e Eam a grade of “C” or above in courses that will count toward the
diploma.

¢ Have a grade point average of “B” or above.

* Complete state recognized certification requirements* by
completing two of the options below, one of which must be A or B:

A. Score at or above the following levels on WorkKeys: Reading
for Information - Level 6; Applied Mathematics - Level 6;
Locating Information - Level 5

B. Complete dual high school/college credit courses in a
technical area (6 college credits)

C. Complete a Professional Career Internship course or
Cooperative Education course (2 credits)

D. Complete an industry-based work experience as part of two- -
year technical education program (minimum 140 hours)

E. Earn a state-approved, industry-recognized certification

*Anticipated—State Board action to be complete fall 2007.. '

27

May a student complete both the Core 40 with
Academic Honors and the Core 40 with Technical
Honors diplomas?

Yes.




Frequently Asked Questions Regarding the General Diploma
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What changes were made to the requirements 1. Biologylis requiréd.

for a General Diploma?

2. Five (5) flex credits are required in any combination from the list
provided in Question 13.

3. The completion of a career-academic sequence is required. (See

Question 14).
29 | What are “Flex Credits™ as required for the Flex credits are required for the General Diploma and must be selected from the
General Diploma?” following list:

Additional courses to extend the career-academic sequence
Courses involving workplace learning, which may include the following
courses:
- . Career Exploration Internship {new course)
- Professional Career Internships
-  Business Cooperative Experiences
- Cooperative Family & Consumer Sciences
- Industrial Cooperative Training
- - Interdisciplinary Cooperative Education
- Marketing Field Experience
- Advanced Career-Technical Education, College Credit (new course)
- Additional courses in language arts, social studies, mathematics,
science, world languages, and fine arts

Frequently Asked Questions about the Core 40 College Admissions Requirement

30

Is Core 40 an admissions
requirement to attend a
public four-year university in
Indiana?

Yes. The Indiana General Assembly passed a law in 2005 that makes Core 40 (or documented
equivalent) a minimum requirement for admission to Indiana four-year public universities effective fall
2011. This is consistent with the first class required to complete Core 40 as a high school
graduation requirement.

Most indiana public four-year universities already expect Core 40 completion as a minimum
admissions requirement

(Note: Core 40 is considered the minimum - universities may have additional admissions
requirements.)

Students not completing Core 40, but wishing to attend a public four-year university need to prove
they are prepared to succeed in credit bearing college coursework. They can do this by applying for
acceptance as a transfer student upon successful completion of at least twelve (12) credit hours of
college-level courses with at least a “C” average or the equivalent in each course.

31

Is Core 40 required for
admission to the state’s 2-
year colleges?

No. lvy Tech Community Coilege of Indiana and Vincennes University remain open-door institutions.
However, both institutions strongly recommend Core 40 as the best preparation for success in their
programs. College-level work is rigorous and the technical and professional programs offered at
these institutions also demand students have the solid reading, writing, math and science
preparation provided by Core 40.




Changes to the Graduation Qualifying Exam Requirement

32 | What changes have been Legislation passed in 2005 and clarified in legistation passed in 2006 immediately adds a “Work-
made to the Graduation readiness Waiver” (retroactive July 1, 2005) and eliminates the Core 40 Waiver beginning July 1,
Qualifying Exam (GQE) 2011. - :

Requirement?

eligible to graduate if the student does all of the following:

which the student first takes the graduation examination:

absences not counting against the student's attendance;

subject area based on:
{A) tests other than the graduation examination; or
(B) classroom work.

GQE “Work-readiness” Waiver {New waiver provision)

eligible to graduate if the student does all of the following:

which the student first takes the graduation examination;

absences not counting against the student's attendance;

recommended by the student’s school.

With these changés, there are the following four ways to meet the GQE Requirement:

1. Passing the Mathematics and English/Language Arts portions of the ISTEP+/GQE; or
2. Fulfilling the requirement for the Core 40 Waiver (until July 1, 2011); or

3. Fulffilling the requirements for a GQE “Evidence-based” Waiver (see below); or

4. Fuifilling the requirement for a GQE “Work-readiness® Waiver (see below).

.GQE “Evidence-based” Waiver {No change to current waiver provision)

A stﬁdent who does not achieve a passing score on the graduation examination may be

(1) Takes the graduation examination in each subject area in which the student did not
achieve a passing score at least one (1) time every school year after the school year in

(2) Completes remediation opportunities provided to the student by the student's school;
(3) Maintains a school attendance rate of at least ninety-five percent (95%) with excused

(4) Maintains at least a "C" average or the equivalent in the courses comprising the credits
specifically required for graduation by rule of the state board:

(5) Otherwise satisfies all state and local graduation requirements; and

(6) Obtain a written recommendation from a teacher of the student in each subject area in
which the student has not achieved a passing score on the graduation examination. The
written recommendation must be concurred by the principal of the student's school and be
supported by documentation that the student has attained the academic standard in the

A student who does not achieve a passing score on the graduation examination may be

(1) Takes the graduation examination in each subject area in'which the student did not
achieve a passing score at least one (1) time every school year after the school year in

(2) Completes remediation opportunities provided to the student by the student's school;
(3) Maintains a school attendance rate of at feast ninety-five percent (95%) with excused

(4) Maintains at least a "C" average or the equivalent in the courses compyrising the credits
specifically required for graduation by rule of the state board;

(5) Otherwise satisfies all state and local graduation requirements; and

(6) Complete the course and credit requirements for a general diploma, including the
career academic sequence; a workforce readiness assessment; and, at least one (1)
career exploration internship, or cooperative education, or workforce credential

Additional questions?

Go to www.doe.state.in.us/core40/dip loma_requirements.html for a complete list of the Core 40 and Honors
Diploma requirements. Contact us at www.doe.state.in.us/htmls/forms/core40.html if you have questions.




« Challenging Courses = Big Rewards. Students who take strong academic courses in high school are
more likely to enroll in college and earn a degree. That's important, because higher education pays: On
average, college graduates earn more than a million dollars more over a lifetime than those with only a
high school education. High school graduates earn 42 percent more than high school dropouts. Core 40

pays.

* More Career Options. Good jobs require education beyond high school. That means if you want a job
that will support you and your future family, provide health benefits and offer a chance for advancement,
you'll need to complete a two- or four-year degree, apprenticeship program, military training, or workforce
certification. If you are planning to go directly to work after high school graduation, you will still need to be
prepared for training and retooling throughout your lifetime. Core 40 gives you more options — and more
opportunities — to find a career with a real future.

* What Employers and Training Programs Want. Employers, apprenticeship programs and the military
all agree — they expect you to arrive with essential skills, including speaking and writing clearly, analyzing
-information, conducting research, and solving complex problems The expectations are the same: You
need Core 40, ,

. Preparatlon for College Success it's not just about getting in — it's about finishing. To succeed in
college-level work, students need to complete Core 40 in high school. Anything less may mean taking
remedial (high school) coursework in college, which means it will take you longer to finish and will cost you
more in college tuition. It also means you'll have a greater chance of dropping out before you get your
degree. That's why Core 40 is a college admissions requirement: In fall 2011 you won’t be able to start at a
four-year public Indiana college without Core 40 (or a documented equivalent). Most private colleges
require students to have at least this level of hlgh school academic preparation. Core 40 is your best
preparation for success.

* Money for College. The Core 40 diploma can help you earn money for college. Indiana students who
complete a Core 40 diploma and meet other financial aid and grade requirements can receive up to 90
percent of approved tuition and fees at eligible colleges. Core 40 with Academic Honors graduates can
receive up to 100 percent and some colleges also offer their own scholarshnps specifically for students who
earn this diploma.

Succeeding With Core 40

Core 40 becomes indiana’s required high school curriculum in fall 2007 Students entering high school at
that time will be expected to complete Core 40 as a graduation requirement.

By providing all Indiana students a balanced sequence of academically rigorous high school courses in the
core subjects of English/language arts, mathematics, science and social studies; physical education/health
and weliness; and electives including world languages, career/technical, and fine arts, the Core 40
requirement gives all our students the opportunity to compete with the best. That's great news for Indiana
students.

" To graduate with less than Core 40, a student must cqmplete'a formal opt-out process involving parental
consent. See your school counselor for full details. For more information about Core 40 and your career
and course plan, see your counselor and visit Learn More Resource Center at www.learnmoreindiana.org.



Academic Standards for Core 40 Courses
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Academic Standards for Core 40 Courses

o English/Lanquage Arts

o Mathematics

Science

*

Social Studies

Additional Content Areas:
¢ Fine Arts (Music, Theater, and Visual Arts)
¢ Health and Wellness

o Physical Education

¢ World Languages

Indiana Department of Education
Questions or comments contact:
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Core 40 Standards Resources for Teachers Page 1 of 2
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Core 40 Standards Resources for Teachers

(Classroom Activities and Assessments)

¢ English/Language Arts

o Grade 9

o Grade 10
o Grade 11
o Grade 12

¢ Mathematics

o Algebral

Algebra 11
Geometry
Integrated Math I
Integrated Math I1
Integrated Math 111
Pre-Calculus
Calculus

Probability and Statistics
Discrete Mathematics

0O 000 O0O0O0CO0O0

¢ Science

Earth and Space Science 1

Biology I

Chemistry 1

Integrated Chemistry-Physics
Environmental Science, Advanced

Physics 1

000 O0O0O0

¢ Social Studies

World Histbrv and Civilization
World Geography

United States History
United States Government

Economics
Psychology
Sociology

O 0000 QO
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Core 40 End-of-Course Assessmenf InfoCenter Page 1 of 2

& Home Core 40 ECA Home } Contact [ Calendar Search

As part of Indiana ‘s school accountability system under Public Law 221, Core 40 End-of-Course Assessments (ECAs)
are designed to ensure the quality, consistency, and rigor of Core 40 courses across the state. Aligned with Indiana’s
Academic Standards, End-of-Course Assessments are final exams measuring what students know and are able to do
E)on completion of targeted Core 40 courses. In addition, the End-of-Course Assessments are an integral component

of Indiana’s P-16 Plan for Improving Student Achievement. - As a part of this vision,.these exams would serve an
additional purpose of providing valuable information for college placement.

[ Frequently Asked Questions for 2007-2008 Coming Soon

ll_ Core 40 ECA Newsletters for 2007-2008 coming in November! ]I

f Announcement: ' |

I—Data Collection for Al is November 5 -16. Corporations will need to upload data to the STN Application I

Center to generate barcode labels for paper-and-pencil testing and student files for online testing.

5 N i ' American Diploma Project (ADP)
ACT Qua!s!;qure Questions " Algebra I1.Q tion |

Core 40 ECA Item Samplers:
{L_Agebral [ Algebrazi || Bioloayl || Englishit || ited Histo I

Core 40 ECA“Mathematics Referenée Sheets:

Core 40 Algebra_I Reference Sheet l Core 40 Algebra 11 Reference Sheet H Core 40 Geometry Reference Sheet l

Core 40 End-of-Course Assessment Zone Core 40 End-of-Course Assessment Zone

for for
Students and Teachers Administrators
2007-2008 @ 2007-2008 Test Administration
Operational Assessments
: : Testing Windows
Click on the links below for more information: ¢ fesin VY:n ‘ow hissy
e Communications to Schools New

. Web Training e for Al and A2 N
© Algebra I e Web Training Schedule for n ew

£) 2006-2007 Test Administration
e Student Item Sampler v

e Analysis of Incorrect Student Responses from

January 2006 Administration o Communications to Schools New
January £UU6 Administration X
o Test Administration Manuals
' Algebra IT e Corporation, Schoof, and Classroom Reports

hitp://doe.state.in.us/core40eca/welcome.html 117297007



Core 40 End-of-Course Assessment InfoCenter

e Student Item Sampler e State Results
& Biology I % 2005-2006 Test Administration
o Student Item Sampler ¢ Communications to Schools
e Test Administration Manuals
). English 11 e State Results
e English 11 Prompts for Classroom Use © 2004-2005 Test Administration

e Student Item Sampler

¢ Communications to Schools
o Test Administration Manuals
. o State Results

4 United States History (pilot testing will
resume in 2008-09)

¢ Student Item Sampler

Page 2 of 2

Additional Information

Frequently Asked Quest’ion# for 2007-2008 Coming Soon
Core 40 End-of-Course Assessment Related Questions and General Information:

* -IDOE’s End-of-Course Assessment Help Desk:

Email: eca@doe.state.in.us
Phone: 317-232-9050

Questar Online Technology or Paper-and-Pencil Testing Related Questions:
Phone: 1-877-IC40-ECA (1-877-424-0322)
Email: Core40support@questarai.com

ACT Online Technology or Paper-and-Pencil Testing Related Questions:
Phone: 1-866-764-7228

Email: QualityCorelndiana@act.org

ADP Algebra II End-of-Course Exam Related Questions (A3 only):
Phone: 1-866-688-9555
Email: ADPAlgebrallEOC@pearson.com

Indiana Department of Education Printer Friendly Version @
Questions or comments contact:
eca@doe.state.in.us
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