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2009 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

. Bill No. HB 1127
House Political Subdivisions Committee

[] Check here for Conference Committee
Hearing Date: January 23, 2009

Recorder Job Number: 78630

Committee Clerk Signatu
iﬁkﬁ M

Minutes:
Rep. Headland: Opened the hearing on HB 1127.
Matthew Sagsveen, Ass’t Attorney General. ( see testimony #1) ( Enclosed Booklet Crime
in ND, 2007). Went over and read his testimony. Asked for a Do Pass on this bill.
Rep. Kretschmar: On Section 2 you removed the state drug enforcement unit?
. Sagsveen: The drug authority has been a part of the criminal investigation and is no longer
needed in the section.
No opposition.
Hearing closed.
Vice Chairman Headland reopened the hearing on HB 1127.
Do Pass Motion Made By Rep. Jerry Kelsh Seconded by Rep. Koppelman
Vote: 10 Yes 0 No 3 Absent Carrier Rep. Hatelstad

Hearing closed.




Roll Call Vote #:/
Date: /~.235-2
2009 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. /44,47

House Political Subdivisions Committee

[C] Check here for Conference Committee

Legisiative Council Amendment Number

Action Taken G;:s\ Do Not Pass Amended
~_____ 7
Motion Made By i' p Nlad Seconded By ﬁ . i g 92' /ort S

Representatives Yes | No Representatives Yes | No
Rep. Dwight Wrangham, Senator Kari Conrad
Chairman et Sl v
Rep. Craig Headland, Vice Senator Jerry Kelsh
Chairman v | L
Rep. Patrick Hatlestad - Senator Robert Kilichowski | »—
Rep. Nancy Johnson o _ Senator Corey Mock
Rep. Lawrence Klemin Senator Steve Zaiser
Rep. Kim Koppelman —
Rep. William Kretschmar o
Rep. Vonnie Pietsch [
Total (Yes) / % No o

Absent 5

Floor Assignment ﬁ_ﬁ #AM—QL
7

if the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:

_ﬂ.b@u)mmw.




REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: HR-14-0811
January 23, 2009 11:55 a.m. Carrier: Hatlestad

Insert LC: . Title:.

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE

HB 1127: Political Subdivisions Committee (Rep. Wrangham, Chairman) recommends
DO PASS (10 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 3 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1127 was placed
on the Eleventh order on the calendar.

{2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 HR-14-0811
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2009 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

Bill/Resolution No. 1127
Senate Political Subdivision Committee
[[] Check here for Conference Committee
Hearing Date: February 27, 2009

Recorder Job Number: 9843 /
f 2 e Y

Committee Clerk Signature \( — / M/

“Tres B 4,40/(

Chairman Andrist: Opened hearing on HB 1127, all members present.

Minutes:

Matt Sagsveen: On behalf of the Attorney General testified in support of HB 1127. (See
attachment #1)

Senator Bakke: is there a penalty if an entity does not respond to a request from the Attorney
General within the 30 days?

N;Iatt Sagsveen: There is no penalty set by statute, and the Attorney General's has not
developed a penalty or figured out what the appropriate remedy is going to be. | don't know if
there is a remedy as we sit here today. This really comes into play is when federal grants use
this information or certain political subdivisions use this information haven’t reported and grant
information is based on incomplete information and the state may receive less grant money
based on those incomplete statistics and that is what we are trying to avoid.

Senator Bakke: think about that, the penalty. | just can’t imagine that an entity wouldn’t do it.
Chairman Andrist: Closed the hearing on HB 1127.

Senator Judy Lee: | move for a Do Pass

Senator Olafson: Seconded

Chairman Andrist: Motion for a Do Pass is recommended 6-0, Senator Judy Lee will carry.
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Date:

Roll Call Vote #:
2009 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO.
Senate Political Subdivisions Committee
[J Check here for Conference Committee ”Z/‘
Legislative Council Amendment Number
Action Taken ﬁ@o pass (] Do not pass ] Amend
Motion Made By J - d Y Seconded By O la,\c; o
Senators Yes | No Senators Yes | No
Chairman John M. Andrist X Senator Arden C. Anderson X
Vice Chairman Curtis Olafson X Senator JoNell A. Bakke X
Senator Judy Lee X Senator Jim Dotzenrod X

Total (Yes) (0 No /K

Absent

Floor Assignment ..) Lee

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:



REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: SR-36-3707

February 27, 2009 11:32 a.m. Carrler: J. Lee
Insert LC: . Title:.

HB 1127: Political Subdivisions Committee (Sen. Andrist, Chalrman) recommends DO
PASS (6 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1127 was placed on the

Fourteenth order on the calendar.

. REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
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TESTIMONY - HOUSE BILL 1127
HOUSE COMMITTEE - POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS
JANUARY 23, 2009
PRAIRIE ROOM
BY MATTHEW SAGSVEEN, ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL
Chairman Wrangham and members of the Committee, my name is Matthew

Sagsveen. | appear on behalf of the Attorney General in support of House Bill

1127.

Section 1

House Bill 1127 amends section 12-62-01.1 of the North Dakota Century Code to
require that county and city officials furnish information relating to crime and
criminal activity to the Attorney General within thirty days of when a request is

made.

Under the current law, officials have a duty to provide this information to the
Attorney General. But there are always some agencies that drag their feet or who
fail to report altogether. Reporting delays and omissions have wide ranging effects
including the potential for reduced federal grant dollars and a negative impact on

public safety.

In order to assure that the reporting of statewide statistics is timely and reliable, it is
vital that information requested by the Attorney General be reported, and in a

timely manner. We would like to think that when the Attorney General reminds



local agencies to do something, they will do what every other citizen will do - and

follow the law.

Sections 2 and 3

House Bill 1127 repeals sections 54-12-15 and 54-12-16, which define the duties
and protections of the state drug enforcement unit under the Office of Attorney
General. These duties and protections have been assumed by the Bureau of
Criminal Investigation. Because these duties have been assumed by another division
under the Office of Attorney General, statutes outlining the duties and protections
of the drug enforcement unit are no longer needed. These statutes should be

repealed to reflect current practice.

House Bill 1127 repeals section 44-04-23 of the North Dakota Century Code, which
was enacted to address computer software concerns associated with the year 2000.
The concerns stemmed from the computer programming practice of representing
the year with only two digits. Many people feared that significant computer failures
would result from computers mistakenly reading the year 2000 as the year 1900, or

failing to acknowledge any date at all.

Aware of the problem, the Legislature enacted legislation to ensure that private
entities were taking appropriate actions to counteract the problem. Section 44-04-

23 sought to encourage the exchange of important Y2K readiness information



between public and private entities by providing that any response by a private
entity to a request by a public entity is exempt from open records laws and may not
be used, offered in evidence, or be subject to discovery in any civil action for
damages in tort, contract, or for any other form of relicf against the public entity or

person.

Because of the proactive effort of the Legislature in enacting this legislation, as well
as other efforts in the public and private sectors, all major Y2K catastrophes were
avoided. The legislation successfully fulfilled its purpose and is now obsolete.

Therefore, section 44-04-23 can be repealed from the Century Code.

The Attorney General asks for a do pass on this bill.
This concludes my prepared testimony. | would be happy to answers any questions
you may have.

Thank you.
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Crime Index Offenses by Reporting Jurisdiction

The rate per 100,000 population is shown immediately below the actual number of crime index
offenses reported by each jurisdiction. A county total is also shown for each of those counties
that have more than one reporting jurisdiction within its geographic boundaries. The rate is
reported per 100,000 for easy comparison to national publications.

Number and Rate of Index Offenses, 2007
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Arrest Analysis by Reporting Jurisdiction

The table below contains arrest totals for each reporting agency in 2007. Juvenile and adult

arrests as well as arrests reported without age information are included.

Arrests by Reporting Jurisdiction, 2007
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TESTIMONY - HOUSE BILL 1127
SENATE POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS COMMITTEL
February 27, 2009
MATTHEW SAGSVEEN
ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL

Chairman Andrist and members of the Committee, my name is Matthew Sagsveen.

I appear on behalf of the Attorney General in support of House Bill 1127,

Section 1

House Bill 1127 amends section 12-62-01.1 of the North Dakota Century Code to
require that county and city officials furnish information relating to crime and
criminal activity to the Attorney General within thirty days of when a request is

made.

Under the current law, officials have a duty to provide this information to the
Attorney General. But there are always some agencies that drag their feet or who
fail to report altogether. Reporting delays and omissions have wide ranging effects,
including the potential for reduced federal grant dollars and a negative impact on

public safety.

In order to assure that the reporting of statewide statistics is timely and reliable, 1t 1s
vital that information requested by the Attorney General be reported, and in a

timely manner. We would like to think that when the Attorney General reminds

H Y



local agencies to do something, they will do what every other citizen will do — and

follow the law.

Sections 2 and 3

House Bill 1127 repeals sections 54-12-15 and 54-12-16, which define the duties
and protections of the state drug enforcement unit under the Office of Attorney
General. These duties and protections have been assumed by the Bureau of
Criminal Investigation, a division of the Office of Attorney General. Because these
duties have been assumed by this division, stlatutes outlining the duties and
protections of the drug enforcement unit are no longer needed. These statutes

should be repealed to reflect current practice.

Section 4

House Bill 1127 repeals section 44-04-23 of the North Dakota Century Code, which
was enacted to address computer software concerns associated with the year 2000.
The concerns stemmed from the computer programming praclice of representing
the year with only two digits. Many people feared that signiticant computer failures
would result from computers mistakenly reading the year 2000 as the year 1900, or

failing to acknowledge any date at all.

The Legislature, aware of this problem, enacted legislation to ensure that private
entities were taking appropriate actions to counteract the problem. Section 44-04-

23 sought to encourage the exchange of important Y2K readiness information



. between public and private cntitics by providing that any response by a private
entity to a request by a public entity 1s exempt from open records laws and may not
be used, offered in evidence, or be subject to discovery in any civil action for
damages in tort, contract, or for any other form of relief against the public entity or

person.

Because of the proactive effort of the Legislature in enacting this legislation, as well
as other efforts in the public and private sectors, all major Y2K catastrophes were
avoided. The legislation successfully fulfilled its purpose and is now obsolete.

Therefore, section 44-04-23 can be repealed from the Century Code.

. The Attorney General asks for a do pass on this bill.

This concludes my prepared testimony. I would be happy to answers any questions

you may have. Thank you.



