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Representative DeKrey, Sponsor: Things have changed a lot in Kidder Co. The industry
that has blossomed is organic farming. It is getting bigger all the time in western North Dakota.
We need to get the Ag. Dept. set up so they can handle this expanding industry. In order to
survive you've got to have a niche market. We have operators now in organic that are riyaling
the size of some of our normal production. It's not in the Governor's budget but it shoulé have
been.

Representative Belter: Do they have comparable positions in the Ag. Dept. such as what
you are advocating?

Representative DeKrey: | couldn’t tell you. | know we have a whole university set up for
normal production.

Brad Brummond, Chair of Organic Advisory Board: The advisory board is made up of
different entities involved in organic agriculture in North Dakota. The membership consists of

organic farmers, processors, consumers, certification groups, and the Dept. of Ag. who we

advise.




Page 2

House Agriculture Committee
Bill/Resolution No. 1465
Hearing Date: February §, 2009

| will hand out some of the job descriptions, some of the fact sheets, and some of the
accomplishments we've had in the last several years. (attachment #1a) It is important that you
have a chance to hear from the people this directly affects.

Britt Jacobson, Valley City, Vice Chair of Organic Advisory Board:

Points out Activities & Progress toward goals. (attachment #1b) This outlines what the
Organic Advisory Board has done as a volunteer board. In addition, we advising
Commissioner Johnson on organic issues that arise when he has questions. We've take very
proactive steps to be visible whAen advocating for organic agriculture. Two years ago we
received a $30,000 from the State Legislature for the biennium. This shows you some of the
activities that we've accomplished with that. We've developed a website. You can locate
producers and processors from the database. There is also a posting board on that website so
if a processor is looking for a specific commodity they can post for a certain number of days.
We've promoted at a number of organic trade shows. We've cosponsored many educational
events.

Future activities, there's 29 listed in far right hand column.

Other states are surpassing us in acres and in production. Montana is one of the high
producing states. Their State Ag Dept. has a person working organic agriculture as does
Minnesota. You will hear from processors today that need more product.

Chairman Johnson: Does South Dakota have someone in the Ag. Dept.?

Britt Jacobson: I'm not sure if their Ag. Dept. has an organic person.

Representative Kingsbury: How long has this board been active?

Britt Jacobson: For 2 or 3 years.

Representative Kingsbury: In the past biennium you received $30,000. All that is

administered by the board?
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. Britt Jacobson: The money goes through the Ag. Dept. They manage the funds.
Representative Kingsbury: Do you have any check off with your product?
Britt Jacobson: Organic farmers are required to pay check offs to all the other commodity
groups. They also pay certification fees every year. Additional expenses would be prohibitive.
Representative Mueller: You referred to processors. How many are there and what do they
process?
Britt Jacobson: We don't have a lot of hard and fast numbers. The U.S. Census of
Agriculture now has a section on organic farming. Those numbers were supposed to come out
this week as far as producers. For processors we go through the certification agencies. There
are approximately 35.
Chairman Johnson: Would that include handlers?

. Britt Jacobson: Yes. Any one that is not a producer.
Grayson Hoberg, Dakota Prairie Organic Flour, and Board Member:
(attachment #2 brochure) Our company is an organic flour mill in Harvey, North Dakota.
We've been in business in selling flour for four years now. We started toward the end of 2004.
Our growth has been 100-200% per year. We ship 20% of our product overseas. One of our
customers is baking 24 hours/day—7 days/week to keep up with the demand for organic
baking products. There's a demand in China for organic products. We're doing an $11 million
expansion in Harvey. We currently employ 22 people. We'll be at about 30 people in the next
two years. We're milling today 24 hours/day—7 days/week. When the expansion is done,
we’ll have 63 million pounds of storage for grain. We'll be able to do over 500,000 pounds of
flour. We'll have over 50 different flours. See product list in brochure. There is such a high
demand for gluten-free products. At the rate we are producing, we can't get all our production

needs in North Dakota. We have to go out of state.
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. Scott Sinner, SB & B Foods, Inc. in Casselton: We are a processor and exporter of organic
grains. We've been organically certified since 1996. In the past three years our growth in our
organic sales has been 37% in 2005, 46% in 2006, and 119% in 2007. We need additional
acreage in this state. 1 have to go out of state to find some products. A full-time position within
the ND Dept. of Ag. would be a great step towards reaching that goal.

(Statements from other processors—Attachment #3a)

Dennis Schill, Chairman of the Board of Northern Plains Sustainable Agriculture
Society: (Written testimony attached #3b)

Representative Mueller: Sustainable agriculture and organics. What is the connection?
Dennis Schill: There is a lot of discussion between which is which. Organic is a regulated
process. The sustainable question needs to be addressed.

. Christina Dockter, Senior Executive Partner, International Certification Services, Inc. in
Medina: As a certifier, we are not allowed to provide organic education. This position with
the Dept. of Ag. could provide education without a conflict of interest. {(Written testimony
attached #4)

Representative Belter: The current producers, are they not expanding their acres to meet the
market demands?

Christina Dockter: | don't think it's expanding. It's certifying and knowing what the options
are.

Representative Belter: Why are they not expanding?

Christina Dockter: | think in some cases they are. It depends on the availability of the land
around their operation.

Chairman Johnson: Is your certification of growers expanding outside of the state?

Christina Dockter: We certify nationally and internationally and that is expanding.
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. Lowell Kaul, Farmer: Organic farming has allowed me to farm the same size farm as my
father who retired in 1983. Currently | have an offer for my spring wheat at $22/bushel.
Transitioning into organic farming is quite a leap. Having someane in the Dept. of Agriculture
that can devote some time to these issues will help those currently in organic farming and
those considering getting into organic farming. Our advisory board has set up a strong
agenda for the next few years.

Anne Ongstad, Owner/Operator of Whitman Ranch at Robinson:

(Written testimony attached #5)

Representative Belter: If you're looking for expansion, it seems to me you would need more

of a research position rather than promotion.

Anne Ongstad: We definitely want money for research. If they could help me know which
. businesses are good businesses to sell to, this would be a coming together of information.

Now my market is nationwide.

Bill Ongstad, Farmer from Wells Co.: We have transitioned 100 acres. We produced two

years. The first year we had flax and golden flax is a hot commadity in the world now. This

year we have durum. At our annual meeting of Dakota Growers Pasta Co., they claim to be

the United States largest organic durum mill. They are certified to run organic runs. They do

supply the pasta industry and the ND State Mill. All of the people working with organics need

to be pulled together and that is what the position in the Dept. of Ag would do. On my organic

farm next year, I'm going to raise blue corn. These are the tortilla chips that are blue.

Representative Mueller: What is the status of the industry in North Dakota in terms of the

demand?

Bill Ongstad: Dan’s Super Valu, Hornbacker's they have more space to organic. As a

grocery category we're growing about 20% a year.
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. Chairman Johnson: What price difference is there between organic and nonorganic?
Bill Ongstad: Roughly twice.

Opposition: None

Chairman Johnson: Closed the hearing.
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Representative Mueller: | think this bill makes sense. We're hearing that processors can't
get what they need in state. There are federal funds that come in for certification organic
producers. There are organic provisions in the farm bill for organic producers. If that is true, it
would help to have someone in the department to access those programs. Now the livestock
producers have one FTE. The farmers’ market group has a half-time FTE. So we're not
breaking brand new ground by having someone who will represent the organic industry.
Representative Belter: We don't have someone in the Ag. Dept. to represent corn,
soybeans, or the potato industry. | still have a problem with the concept. I'm amazed the
organic organization isn't growing on its own if it's so profitable. If we are going to put money
into it, it seems it cught to be done through the extension research portion.

Vice Chairman Brandenburg: We are talking $225,000 for a new program. We have our
check-off groups that take care of their areas. This funding coming from the general
appropriation, | have a probiem with that.

Representative Boe: Do we give them an exemption from check-off for organic producers?
Representative Kingsbury: They pay check-off dollars.

Vice Chairman Brandenburg: They do pay check-offs with the exception of soybeans.
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. Representative Uglem: f they do pay check-offs, then the Dept. of Ag. is already serving
them to a certain extent. I'm not sure we need a full-time position to serve how many farmers?
| think it's up to the Ag. Dept. to be serving them as they are without another position.
Representative Mueller: 1don't think they have the peopie in the Ag. Dept. to move it to the
next level as suggested by those testifying. How much do we help?

Representative Froelich: I'm really torn by this. | see a need but | also see the other side. |
support the bill. | don’t want to make the Appropriations Committee the heavy.

Vice Chairman Brandenburg: That's why I'm not going to support it. The Appropriations
Committee is so busy trying to figure out all the issues that are important. I'm not saying
agriculture is not important but | just feel this could be handled differently.

Representative Kingsbury: The industry is growing. They're looking for more land.

. Chairman Johnson: There should be room for all of us. | wish there would be a way they
could grow amongst themselves without having to have government involved to give them
direction in their growth.

Representative Rust: It would be good to get the Dept. of Agriculture’s take on this.
Representative Holman: These people don't have the big market support.

Vice Chairman Brandenburg: Brad Brummond, who works for NDSU, represents the
industry very well.

Representative Uglem: Is Brad Brummond full-time organic?

Chuck Fleming, Marketing Coordinator for Dept. of Ag.: Brad Brummond is the County
Extension Agent for Walsh Co. and is a great driving force in the organic movement. He is one
of the premier experts in organics. He is in the process of training four or five more agents in

.the state. There's not the kind of force you might think within the university system that

supports organics. We in the Ag. Dept. end up helping the stepchildren like Pride of Dakota or
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Farmers’ Markets. I'm the liaison on the new board. The board is a volunteer board. If we
have some time to put into this matter, you will see some movement. The website is just about
ready to go up where they can buy and sell off of that website. The organic certification
program by USDA that we have to administer, we aren’t given enough money to do that. The
additional person would make a difference. We end up helping those small new groups that
need support. We don't even have the support in the budget that we had last time for
organics.

Vice Chairman Brandenburg: Moved Do Not Pass.

Representative Belter seconded.

A Roll Call vote was taken. Yes: 7 __,No: 6 _, Absent: 0 .

Representative Brandenburg will carry the bill.
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“Organic” is a term used to describe how
agricultural products are grown, processed
and handled prior to purchase by consumers.
Organic food production is based on a holistic
farming system. Soil building, green manure and
animal waste are used in place of purchased
fertilizers. Complex crop rotations, plant and
animal diversity, rotational grazing, tillage and
cover crops control weed, diseases and pests.
Animals are raised without the use of hormones

or antibiotics.

Organic farming has been one of the fastest
growing segments in agriculture over the past
decade. Nationwide, farmers operated more
than 4 million acres of land organically in 2005,
compared to 1.35 million acres in 1997 (USDA/
ERS, 2008).

Demand for organic products continues to
grow. Global sales of organic food and goods
topped $38.6 billion in 2006 (IFOAM, 2008). In
the United States, organic sales, including both
food and nonfood products, were $17.7 billion
in 2008, an increase of 21 percent from 2005.
Sales were projected to surpass $25 billion in
2008 (OTA,2007).

“Certified organic” is a term used for products
grown and processed following a strict set
of standards outlined by the USDA National
Organic Program. These standards are verified
by a third party or a state certifier. Certification
includes a written application, an inspection, and
detailed record-keeping to ensure farmers and
processors are meeting the standards of the
NOP.

According to industry research, 69 percent of
U.S. consumers report using organic products
at least occasionally. Twenty-eight percent of
them said they used organic products weekly
(Hartman Group, 2008).

Natural and organic foods are currently being sold
in 82 percent of all grocery stores, supermarkets,
mass merchandisers and club stores. These
mainstream retailers made up 48.9 percent of
organic sales in 2007 (FMi,2008). in May of
2006, WalMart made a commitment to double
their stores’ offerings of organic products.

Organic meats and poultry have exhibited strong growth. In 2007 organic meat sales in the United

States topped $364 million compared with $33 million in 2002, according to Chicago-based market
research firm, Mintel. American consumers purchased $2.14 billion of organic dairy products in J

2005 (OTA, 20086).

rganic certifiers report nearly 2500 certified organic cattle in North Dakota. Producers estimate { )
a much larger number of livestock could be certified as organic if market demand and processing

infrastructure were developed.
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Farmers certified 181,133 acres of North Dakota
crop and pasture as organic in 2005 (USDA
ERS, 2007). (In comparison, in 2007, North Dakota
farmers planted 165,000 acres of non-oil
conventional sunflowers.)

North Dakota in 2005

* led the nation in production of organic oats
and buckwheat.

- had by far the largest acreage of organic
oilseeds in the United States. North Dakota
led the nation in flax production with 67
percent of the acres.

» was second to Montana in production of dry
peas and lentils.

» ranked fourth in production of organic wheat.

i Source USDA, Economic Research Service, based on mformatuon from
Eﬁ? USDA-accredited state and private organic certifiers.

As of 2005, 29 companies in North Dakota

were certified to process and/or handle organic
products. These companies are diverse in size
and market segment. From value-added products
produced on a farm scale to large-scale milling of
flour for export, these companies have significant
economic impact in their communities, in the
state, and for the producers growing certified
organic commodities.

Aside from meat and milk, the fastest growing
area of organic food sales is processed food,
snacks and beverages. An even faster growing
segment of consumer demand is organic non-
food products such as pet food, supplements,
personal care and cleaning products and textiles.
The organic non-food sector totaled $744 million
in sales in 2005, up 32 percent from 2004.

Fifty-two percent of manufacturers surveyed by
the Organic Trade Association reported that a lack
of dependable supply of organic raw materials
has restricted their company from generating
more sales of organic products.



A growing body of research indicates lower
costs and competitive returns on assets for

organic operations when compared to similar
sized conventional farms. Farm Business

Management records in North Dakota include
too few organic producers to provide statistically
valid information. The numbers of participating
farmers in Minnesota, however, are larger and
confirm research findings.

Ghrtng ekt e bt

Organic price premiums, while subject to the
fluctuations of a young and developing market,
have consistently remained at least 40 to 60
percent above conventional prices depending on
the crop. These price premiums are projected to
remain steady for the near future as demand for
raw products currently exceeds supply.

Long-term studies around the world are documenting the ehvi}‘ovh'mental benefits of growing food and -
fiber using organic methods. Environmental benefits include

+ reduced chemical and energy use.
» increased organic matter.

+ increased carbon sequestration.

+ increased water holding capacity.
- reduced wind and water erosion.
» reduced nutrient runoff.

Organic foods are nutritious and safe. Scientific studies have shown that organic foods decrease
consumption of pesticide residues. Research also indicates organic fruits and vegetables contain higher
levels of several kinds of essential nutrients. Organic foods meet rigid organic certification standards in
addition to being held to the same food safety standards as conventionally produced food.

North Dakota Organic Farming - <www.ndorganics.nd.gov>

Resources: ;
USDA Economic Research Service, <www.ers.usda.gov>
Intemnational Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements, The World of Organic Agriculture: Statistics & Emerging
Trends 2008, <www.ifoam.org> ¥

‘ganic Trade Association, <www.ota.com> - ?

e Hartman Group, The Many Faces of Organic 2008, <www.hartman-group.com> (

Prepared by Janet Jacobson for the North Dakota Department of Agriculture's Organic Advisory Board, January 2009 o
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Roger Johnson
Commissioner of Agriculture

Britt Jacobson, Vice Chair
Valley City, ND
Organic Consumer/2010

Chuck Gustafson
Dodge ND
West Region Producer/2010

Ernie Hoffert
Carrington, ND
Organic Trader or Processor/2010

Lowell Kaul
Harvey, ND
East Region Producer/2009

Anne Ongstad
Robinson ND
Livestock Producer/2010

David Podoll
Fullerton, ND
Specialty Crop Producer/2009

Dennis Schill
Hannah ND
Sust. Ag. Organization/2009

Organlc Advnsory Board N
January 2009 *‘ o

Brad Brummond, Chair
Park River, ND
Universitiecs/NDSU Extension/2009

Christina Dockter
Medina, ND
Certifier/2010

Grayson Hoberg
Harvey, ND
Organic Trader or Processor/2009

Keith Kadrmas
Center, ND
Certifier/2009

Kevin Kvamme
Kindred, ND
Organic Trader or Processor/2009

Betsy Perkins
Grand Forks ND
Organic Foods Retailer/2010

Kayla Pulvermacher (non-voting)

Jamestown ND
ND Farmers Union/2010

Scott Sinner
Casselton, ND
Organic Trader or Processor/2010

<www.ndorganics.nd.gov>



Activities and Progress Toward Goals E‘ 7 J acobSon

This table reflects North Dakota Department of Agriculture activity and progress on recommendations put forth in the
December 2005 Status of Orgamc Agnculture in North Dakota

Hecommendetion. Activity Completed or ln Progress ] ' Proposed Future Actlwty

Developmlnt of'an Organic Advlscry -Organlc Advisory Board, comprised of organlc ‘-Develop Mamo of Understandlng regardlng ?

Board, ' | th. ooy  ‘producers, processors, traders, certifiers,: - organics with ND Dept. of Agriculture, NRCS,
L . _ Extension, researchers, sustainable agriculture FSA, NDSU, NDSU Extension Service.
a8 da e e e afdanizations, retallers and consumers est. June, +Review the Federal Register for proposed rule
a 2006. Board migets quaneny i changes and have the Organic Advisory Board
Cene e Develcped general Organlc Advlscry Board .. provide advice.to the Cornmlssloner on those
. :‘s:» :ﬁ“ i N - t brochure January 2008 ; ) matters ’
Regularly update the Status of *Status of Organic Agrrcuiture in Non‘h Dakota *Continue to update S!atus cf Orgamc Agnculture
Organic Agriculture in North Dakota being updated, January 2009. as new research and statistics become available
report
Pamcipate in organlc conferences *Minot Sustalnable Ag meeling sponeored by the -Ongcmg particnpatlon and support in agncuEturai
and: eventc within' Ncrlh Dakcta - NDSU Exteénsion Service. 2007 el e rneetmgs, ccnferences -and fleld days. *». "«

-Lcke Region Roundup, 2007. ) ‘
~<Booth at:Marketplace of Ideas; 2008: * T e AP B N
Booth at the BlsrnarckAg Mixer if June 2008 ,.31’ Y T
-Boo!h at Midwest Shippers Special Gralns ‘ P . L
ae e Dp e et Gonferancs in Bloomington MN In. August; 200820 o Ty
BT ) ’ Sponsored NPSAS Winter Conferance and
Cev e o . Summer Symposium and Farm Tourl i
e Y . -Attanded Organi¢ Tour of North Star farms In Co AP : )
Carpio in August 2008 sponsored by FARRMS. . . .+, LT e
-Atténded KMOT Farm Show inMinot, Jan. 2009 T P :

o . _' +Attended ND' Farm Bureau Convention and - L
y - Expo, Nov 2003 | ‘_‘ L » R Lol ..-"‘,‘_ : L ) .

i\'i Lown e “.L.i ;fa. ot .l :‘;‘ A s Bt e e W -
Pursue strategic ailiances wnlh olher *Met with Meg Moynihan, MNDA «Continue networking with other states’
slates' departments of agriculture.  +Attended Midwest Organic and Sustainable departments of agriculture.

Education Service (MOSES) conference, Feb.

2008

Attended “Growing US Organic Agriculture:
Accessing the 2008 Farm Bill, Chicago, Nov.
2008. Sponsored by the Organic Trade
Association.

S

ME e o % ol .I‘- »‘?TQ’G o, i .:_:i_,_ol;“a-.r:_w}a.;:

Promote education of agricultural Certrfled Organlc Crcp Trammg Program -Expand Gounty Agent Education Program.

professionals and producers about  Medina, May 21-22,2007. Praovide stipends for organic producers to attend
organics. *Cosponsared Organic Farm Tour in Tappen, ND, seminars that will help them understand and
July, 2008. evaluate various marketing options for their

*Cosponsored Organic Soil Quality Field Days in  products.
cooperation with NDSU Carrington Research

Station in Richardton, ND, July 2008, and in

Medina, ND, Sept. 2008.

Promote educational opportumties .*Developed web site pages wath information. about *Develop a mentoring program for new. orgamc
for new and transitioning organic transitioning to crganlc agrlcultural practices. " producars.

producers. i certification requirements and links to other o v e - L

Create Educational opportunities for +Links to relevant information included on web site - Convene an organlc prccessors conference
processors regarding organic <nd.arganics.nd.gov>

regulations.

Help promate organic foods through . *Developed Northr Dakota Organic Farming *Expand information on website about ND

consumer and rataller aducation. website <www.ndorganics.nd.gov>, June 2008.  retailers carrying organic products {2009).
*Develop Informationat brochure for consumers
and:distribute in grocery stores throughout the.

state.

@
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t program.

SUSNESS AND MARKEY DEVELOFMENT

Create a program to fund working

capital for organic: producar\groups R A S L SRR P UL - LR IRV S
and/or processors. L ' ot B
Help create a program to connect  -Developed North Dakota Organic Farming «Continue efforts to get producers and

organic processors and producers.  website <www.ndorganics.nd.gov>, June 2008,  processors listed in on-line directory.
inctuding an on-line directory of producers and «Maintain and update on-line directory.

processors.
Encourage’ farmers and producar e e e e e -Study feasnbihty of an orgamc Ilvestock
‘groups to explore and pursue minor- ’ o rim At glaughtering plant v )
use high-value crops and vaiua— L o ‘ .. . +Assesscurrent ‘organic processlng capactty for
added business opportunitles o ) o oLl T North Dakota grown organic products and identify
: R R, : major barriers to the expansion of organic
L e B T g e e s S e ed 0 produetion.and processing in North Dakota.
e R © “Work with the Céntrai Dakota Livestock Feed
P W . -.: st ey Initiative to develop an organic Iivestock feed. .
. o - - "o ot plant .
Help farmers and processors «Increased numbers of organic producers enrolied -Continued promotion of Farm Busmess
interested in value-added and in Farm Business Management program. Management to organic and transitioning
organic processing 1o learn about -Promoted use of scholarships available producers.
the financial and business planning  specifically for organic producers to participate in  -Assist potential producers by providing
resources available to them in North Farm Business Management through 2009. information helpful to them to develop a farm plan
angd flnanmal analysns for the|r operation.

Dakota.

‘t ol {

* i’d ;Eééw 34

e

h it et e 5 TRAIA 3 b i &{’ﬁﬂ”’.. o
Promote and encourage research  +Red River Valley Ag Research Center Advisory Organlc Farm Research Day, Dickinson Station,
addressing the needs of organic Board Representative {D. Podoll). Tuesday July 14, 2009.
producers. -OAB serves as advisors to NDSU Dickinson -Develop on farm demonstration plots for

Research Stations Organic program headed by  organics in cooperation with NDSU and MSU-
Pat Carr Bottineau Center for Horticuiture.

-Encourage farmer- initiated, farmer-directed on-
farm research and in-field evaluation and
demonstrations of organic management practices
and model organic farms through participation in
grant programs offered by USDA Sustainable
Agricullure Research and Education Grant
Program and Organic Farming Research

. S - - B - o . [ — 5 o .y - .. Foundallon
Encourage and slipport research TR e B el T T e .o Fdim Organic F(esearch Project (perhaps on
into minor-use, high-value crops o . _ vegetables)
o Ty SO 4 R T o ™ t; g vt o S T T
TECHNICAL SUPPORT .- O R SN A
Form collaborative relatlonshlps with T P T Flet -Gontlnue fo track North Dakota organlc
the Economic Research Service - .. ot T T S !agnculture and mdustry statistics for the state of
(ERS) and ND Ag Statistics to halp T Nerth Dakotabyresearchlng ERS data and othar
track organic statistics and industry e e e P o mdustry resources i .
information in the state of North T P F LA JEe _ T i e
Dakota. - e o oot S 4
Develop a “Thinking about Orgamc -Published information and resource links about  +Partner with NRCS to present seminars on
bulletin for conventional producers  transitioning to organic agriculture on North transitioning from CRP
and processors interested in Dakota Organic Farming web site.
transitioning to arganic production.
Provide assistance publicizing sList upcoming organlc events an Web site Events ‘Update Home page to lnciude a Upcommg
organic events and information " page. Evenis menu,
through the media and the - -Sent out press releases about acllvnles of tha ‘Develop an Organic Minute radlo spot:
Department of Agriculture’s web - . Organic Advisory Board including, appaintment of highlighting organic agriculture in ND.
site. members, publishing web page, ’ " «Declare an Organic Harvest Manth.
Administer state and federal organic +Provide access to maps of organic acres in ND
programs far organic agriculture, :g commaercial spray applicators and local
rmers.

-Administer the organic cerification cost share

Prepared for the Nonh Dakota Depanmant of Agrlculture s Organic Advisory Board by Janet Jacnbson, January 2009. North Dakota
Organic Farming
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Proposed
Job Description — Organic Marketing Specialist Position
North Dakota Department of Agriculture

Responsibility #1:

Determine the status, needs, opportunities, and issues of the organic sector, compile and
analyze data, and make recommendations to support organic producers and increase the
profitability and competitiveness of organic agriculture in North Dakota. -

Tasks:

1. Design, administer, and analyze surveys of producers and support services
and organizations in order to determine the status, research, policy, financial
needs, and opportunities for expanding production of organic crops and

- livestock.

2. Collect organic producer, acreage, and production statistics from other
reliable sources. ‘

3. Consult and collaborate with University, state and federal agencies,
cxtension, certifiers and farmer organizations to identify opportunities for
this sector.

4. Staff the Organic Advisory Board, working with the chairperson to develop
agendas that address timely issues and opportunities and formulate
recommendations for agency actions. -

5. Analyze data collected through surveys, consultations, literature TEVIEWS,

and interactions with organic producers and processors.

Communicate results of research and analysis to client groups.

7. Write reports with recommendations for policies, actions, and programs that
promote and support organic agriculture.

o

Responsibility #2:

Develop and deliver outreach, education, and training programs and tools to support
organic and diversification opportunities.
Tasks:

1. In consultation with supervisor and the Commissioner of Agriculture develop and
deliver programming, activities and services based on analysis of survey results,
advice/input from the Advisory Board and other partners.

2. Collaborate with partners to identify resources and to develop and deliver agency
programs and services.

3. Write grant applications to seek funding for education, training, and financial
assistance programs that will support the work of agricultural producers and
advisors.

4. Assist client groups and partners on their activities and events by serving on
planning committees and project teams.



Serve as the agency’s contact on organic production, certification, federal standards
and rules. Provide production and profitability information in the area of organics
and crop and livestock diversification and as a connection to other sources of sound

and reliable production, and processing information.
6. Provide information and technical assistance to farmers and other agricultural

professionals through press releases, exhibits, workshops, presentations, websites,

ctc.
7. Evaluate effectiveness of publications, promotion, activities, and technical
assistance.

8. Manage program and grant project budgets including writing contracts, providing
contract oversight, preparing reports, and modifying grant project work plans when

necessary.

Responsihility #3:

Provide leadership for the State on organic and diversification policy, and serve as the agency

liaison with federal agencies to promote organic agriculture.

1.

2.

Liaise with the USDA National Organic Program. Serve as agency expert
on federal organic standards, rules, and policy.

Provide coordination for interagency Memorandum of Understandings on
Organic Agriculture that are developed.

Cultivate regional and national contacts and partnerships in program areas
including serving as Haison to Northern Plains Sustainable Agriculture
Society (NPSAS) and Midwest Organic Sustainable Education Service
(MOSES). Create opportunities to share North Dakota experiences and
successes with other state, regional, and national agriculture groups.

Serve on national organic committees (e.g. National Association of State
Organic Programs) to influence policy and increase state’s awareness of
related program activities in other states.

Analyze state and federal legislation and laws to determine impact on North
Dakota organic industry and diversification efforts.

Testify regarding organic industry needs and status, and provide
recommendations as requested by administrators and legislators.

Advise supervisor and Commissioner on statutory and rule changes required
by implementation of federal rule. Prepare legislation under direction of
supervisor. Provide staff support for rulemaking as necessary.

Responsibility #4:

Administer the organic certification cost share program so that available funds are
provided to clientele.

Tasks: : '
1. Work with USDA National Organic Program administrator to acquire federal funds as
available. Manage state cost share funds.



2. Design procedures for application, review, and processing of cost share requests including
creating documents and records that meet state and federal standards and requirenients.

3. Advertise availability of funds and application process to eligible producers and
Processors, as appropriate.

4. Process claims with the assistance of clerical staff including receiving applications,
checking completeness, verifying eligibility, corresponding with applicants and certifiers,
and forwarding claims to Accounting Division.

5. Maintain records for applications and database of applicant demographics.

6. Report to federal program administrator about activity and effectiveness of program

Responsibility #5:

Improve personal performance and effectiveness through continuing professional
development activities.

Tasks:

1. Attend department and division training and development sessions to
improve computer skills, project management, or other skills. With
supervisor, locate individualized training where needed.

2. Prepare an annual partnership agreement listing planned outcomes and time
lines in consultation with supervisor. Meet quarterly to assess progress.

3. Prepare Statements of Work (SOWs) for new projects and for projects that
involve other staff within the Department

4. Participate in an annual performance review with supervisor. Review

position description for accuracy at this time.
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701.324.4334
500 North Street West
Harvey, North Dakota, USA 58341

email
sales@dakota-prairie.com

: web
www.dakota-prairie.com
See our web site for more information
and new products!

Made in the United Stétes of America
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Tel: 800-297-5997 or 507-451-6030 ~ Fax: 507-451-8201
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a haalthy oroducts comoany Earthwise Processors: a SunOpta Company + 43111 30th Avenue South + Moorhead, MN 36560
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Date; February 3, 2009

RE; A BILL for an Act providing an appropriation to the agriculture commissioner for
defraying the expenses of expanding organic food production and processing in the state.

To; Sixty-first Legislative Assembly of North Dakota
Sunopta would like to express it’s support for North Dakota Bill 1465.

Organic production and processing has been a value added market that has been
supported by your neighboring states. It is one of the areas of agriculture that has seen a
steady retail growth over the past 20 years.

It is our opinion that North Dakota’s legislative support would benefit North Dakota and
the regional organic industry, adding jobs, value added markets and opportunities for this
regions producers.

Sincerely,
Curt Petrich
Manager of SunOpta’s Northern Grains Division



February 3, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:
RE: House Bill No. 1465

As you may be aware, SK Food International, Inc. is a reputable import/export trading
company and domestic bulk ingredient supplier. We supply a full line of Premium
Quality Ingredients including Identity Preserved: Certified Organic and Conventional
Non-GMO dry edible beans, grains, seeds, soybeans, brans/germs/fibers, flours/meals,
vegetable oils, vinegars, sweeteners, rice products, split/dehulled soybeans and instant
powders/flakes.

We have seen an ongoing annua) increase in demand for organic products, however the

raw products are not keeping up with the demand. SK Food International purchases
. organic beans, grains and seeds from North Dakota and sclls them worldwide. In fact, as

of 2005 North Dakota was number two in the United States for erganic cropland acres.

We believe North Dakota needs a resource that will allocate 100% of its time and funds
to promoting and growing the organic industry within North Dakota. SK Food
International proudly supports this bill,

Thank you for your consideration.
Respectfully,

o

Aaron Skyberg
SK Food International

4666 AMEER VALI:EY PARKWAY, FARGO, NORTH DAKOQTA 58104 USA
PHONE: 701.356.4106 WEBSITE: WWW.SKFOOD.COM E-MAIL: SKFOOD@SKFOOD.COM FAX: 701.356.4102



100 10" Street North
Breckenridge, MN 56520

Phone # 218-643-1797 / Fax # 218-643-1792

Date: February 4, 2009

To: Sixty-first Legislative Assembly of North Dakota
Re: ND Bill 1465

Richland Organics would like express its support for ND Bill 465 to help defray the
expenses of expanding organic food and grain production in the state.

Over the past 10 years, Richland has seen a significant increase in the U.S. organic food
consumption and North Dakota plays a significant role in supplying the organic food
chain. It is my belief that this trend will continue and the ND organic industry provides
important value-added opportunities to both producers and processors alike.

Continued support and expansion of this industry can and does provide valuable and real
gconomic returns to our rural ag infrastructure.

The support of the ND legislation body can benefit this industry and its effort.
Sincerely,

Rick Brandenburger
President-Richland Organics, Breckenridge MN/Dwight ND
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Wbt
From: dennis schill <bluedoor@utma.com> %=t 1

Subject: 1465

Date’ February 1, 2009 542:05 PM CST

To: chuck fleming <cfleming@nd.gov>
Cc: janet & terry Jacobson <noutback @utma.com>, Bradley Brummond
<bradiey.brummond@ndsu.edu>

Good Moming My Clarimaw, Mewdore /é'»m /%&3&57 (onints

I am Dennis Schill, current chairman of the board of Northern Plains Sustainable Agriculture
Society, wavld Like W @s f7 vn Sae o Hoose Butl 1465,

Northern Plains is a grass root member driven organization with office in LaMoure, ND.

Northern Plains members consist of sustainable/organic producers, organic processors and local
food consumers.

Northern Plains has seen sustained growth in is past 30 years from a hand full of founding
fathers to over 400 strong,

Wwould be great if there was a staff person in the North Dakota Agriculture Department who
would foster economic growth in this vital part on our state’s agricultural, production and food
Ctors.
ey Quebiie 2
Thank you.



Testimony of Christina D ;2 / 5 / O 7
Senior Exteutive Part

International Certification Services, Inc / ’12/ é 5
On
House Bill 1465

ockter

T’'m testifying in support of Biil 1465. International Certification Services, Inc. has been
in business for 30 years and is the only North Dakota based organic certification agency.
From a certification agency’s standpoint, we have experienced a consistent growth in
both producers and processors. Within this overall growth we are also experiencing a
decline in the base of North Dakota certifications. The overall certified growers in North
Dakota stands at 145 and processors at 35.

We continte to see growth from states that have a dedicated staff or department for
promotion of organic agriculture. Not only is North Dakota falling behind in certified
operations, it is also falling behind in certified acres, whereas we used to lead the nation
in total certified organic acres.

I think there is great opportunity for North Dakota producers and communities to benefit
from this growing agricultural sector and we need to be able to promote it. Asan
accredited certifier, we are not allowed to provide education but by creating this organic
position in the North Dakota Department of Agriculture, this education and promotion
can be handled without conflict of interest.

As organic is still a growing segment of agriculture, I think North Dakota producers and

PrOCESSOrS are missing out on & great opportunity. With a dedicated organic staff person
in the Department of Agriculture to help promote organic, North Dakota could once again
rise to the top of certified entities and acres.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this bill.



Feb 5, 2009 /6/é 5
ebruary 5, -
® T 2/%/c9
K‘ e szjgv[aj
I am Anne Ongstad, owner operator of Whitman Ranch at Robinson, :

I have done what is good for the economy of North Dakota: I have tried
niche markets, found the ones that work, and this year I have added a fifth

full time employee.
One of the profitable markets I am supplying is organic crops. Ihave
benefited from a number of the programs offered by the North Dakota

Department of Agriculture, and I could really use the help of a full time
person there specializing in organic issues.

Anne (Whitman) Ongstad 701-226-6888
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