2009 SENATE HUMAN SERVICES

SCR 4014



2009 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

Bill/Resolution No. SB 4014
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[] Check here for Conference Committee
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Recorder Job Number: 8995

Committee Clerk Signature I @7 /{ YY) raon

Minutes:

Senator Lee Opened the hearing on Senate Concurrent Resolution 4014,

Barb Schweitzer Director of Newborn Screening for the ND Department of Health. Introduced
the SB 4014. See attachment #1.

Senator Heckaman How did you pick October 15™7?

. Schweitzer There are eight other states that use that date.
Burnie Kunz Chaplain at Medcenter 1. Spoke in support. See attachment #2.
Senator Lee My only question is why is this is only directed at infants and lost pregnancies?
Kunz They have titled it that but we have stretched this to incorporate everyone who has lost a
child. | cannot speak for the national resolution.
Dana Schweitzer Parent who lost a child. Spoke in support. See attachment #3.
There was no opposition or neutral testimony submitted.
Senator Lee Closed the hearing on Senate Concurrent Resolution 4014,
Senator Heckaman | move Do Pass.
Senator Dever Second
The Clerk called the role on the motion to Do Pass. Yes: 5, Noﬁ 0, Absent: 1 (Senator

. Marcellais). Senator Pomeroy will carry the bill.
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
SCR 4014: Human Services Committee (Sen. J. Lee, Chalrman) recommends DO PASS
. (5 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SCR 4014 was placed on the
Eleventh order on the calendar.
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Bill/Resolution No. 4014
House Human Services Committee
[ Check here for Conference Committee
Hearing Date: March 23, 2009

Recorder Job Number: 11429

/ 2

Committee Clerk Signature 7: /

Minutes:

ViceChair Pietsch opened the hearing on SCR 4014.

Kjersti Hintz from the Department of Health: See Testimony #1.

Rep. Potter: Does October 15 have any other significance?

Kjersti Hintz: October 15 is the national remembrance day. This passed in 2006 nationally
. and we are trying to follow the national.

Misty Schafer: See Testimony # 2.

Misty Schafer read Burnie Kunz’s testimony. See Testimony #3.

Dana Schweitzer: See Testimony #4.

NO OPPOSITION.

ViceChair Pietsch closed the hearing on SCR 4014.
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Minutes:

ViceChair Pietsch: SCR 4014

Rep. Kilichowski: Motion a Do Pass and put on consent calendar.
Rep. Potter: Second.

Voice Vote: Motion Carried.

MOTION CARRIED.

BILL CARRIER: Rep. Potter.
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Testimony
Senate Concurrent Resolution 4014
Senate Human Services Committee
Monday, February 9, 2009; 11:30 a.m.
North Dakota Department of Health

Good morning, Madam Chair and members of the Senate Human Services
Committee. My name is Barb Schweitzer, and 1 am the director of Newborn
Screening for the North Dakota Department of Health. I am here to support
Senate Concurrent Resolution 4014, which would recognize October 15 as
Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day.

Every year in North Dakota, approximately 50 infants younger than the age of
1 die. The causes of these deaths include premature birth, low birth weight,
birth defects, accidents and sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS). An average
of seven infants die every year from SIDS. The North Dakota Department of
Health, in compliance with Century Code 23-01-05, provides information to
the surviving family of a child whose cause of death is suspected to have been
from SIDS. Providing education and awareness to all North Dakotans is also an
important component to our SIDS program.

No matter the cause of death, family members and friends will experience grief
when a baby dies. Grief is very personnel and is the combination of sorrow,
strong emotion and the resulting confusion that comes from losing someone
important to you. From the educational resources and visits we provide to
family members and other caregivers through our SIDS program, we know
what a positive effect support.and recognition can have on the healing process.

Every life, even the tiniest and shortest-lived, needs to be acknowledged and
remembered. Declaring October 15 as Pregnancy and Infant Loss
Remembrance day will ensure the recognition deserved for all babies who have
died too soon, whether from early pregnancy loss or infant death.

This concludes my testimony. I am happy to answer any questions you may
have.
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Chairman Lee and Members of the Senate Human Services Committee:

My name is Burnie Kunz. T have been a chaplain at Medcenter One for 22 years
and presently serve as Pastoral Care Coordinator for the department. | have been in

ministry for 40 years, serving in parishes and institutions.

I am here to ask your support of Senate Concurrent Resolution 4014. This
resolution will support North Dakota families to resolve their grief related to the loss of a

pregnancy or infant.

I have dealt with many births and deaths over the years, however the death of an
infant or child is one of the most painful occurrences life can bring for parents.
Grandparents experience a double grief ...... one for their adult child and one for their

deceased grandchild.

In 2002, Medcenter One looked at how we could better meet the needs of those
who grieve the loss of an infant/child. As a result, the Garden of Peace with the Angel
of Hope was dedicated on October 7, 2007. It was the 74th Angel of Hope in the nation.

(Please note brochure.) Grand Forks and Fargo also have an Angel of Hope. Each year
a burial/memorial service is held at the Garden of Peace in Fairview Cemetery on
October 15, the national Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day. We also have a
Christmas Remembrance Service every December 6 where families put an ornament with
their infant/child’s name on a tree. This began with the remembrance of 34
infants/children in 2004. This last December, we remembered 93 babies with over 100

people in attendance.
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This past Christmas, one parent called from Ohio to have her ornament sent to
her. Another family had moved to Montana and had a friend place their three Christmas
ornaments on the tree. A woman who had lost her 45 year old son this past summer
placed a bulb on the tree for her "baby". People, who have lost infants or children 40-50

years ago, now find a way to acknowledge their grief.

Grief heals us. We've all experienced cuts to the skin, whether a minor paper cut,
a gash suffered while chopping vegetables, or something even more serious. Observe the
process: sudden, sharp pain, followed by blood flow. Then, the need to attend to the

still-painful wound and await healing, fostered by proper follow-up care.

Loss and grief follow a parallel process on the emotional level. We feel the sharp
pain of loss when a loved one dics. Our tears flow. Then we need to "tend to our
wound,” which is what the process of grieving is all about. The wound still hurts, at
times sharply, but if we are patient and attentive, healing does come - slowly, organically,

in the same way that a physical wound heals.

Grief, well attended, encourages our healing. This resolution is part of the healing
process. I support this resolution for the sake of grieving parents, siblings, and other
family members and friends living in North Dakota. 1 am here today to ask for your

support.

This concludes my testimony. 1 would be glad to entertain any questions you may

have.
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Chairperson and committee members | stand before you today to show my support for
Senate Concurrent Resolution 4014. I am Dana Schweitzer and my husband and I lost
our ten and half month daughter Lakin Ann to Myocarditis on September 10, 2008.
Loosing a child affects so many others in many different ways like miscarriage, still birth,
SIDS, or other infant losses. There are some parents or family members who remain
silent about their loss, but by declaring October 15" as Pregnancy and Infant Loss
Remembrance day, will bring us all together. It will be a day to honor our babies that
have left us too soon yesterday, today, tomorrow and always. I had this Concurrent
Resolution created to honor my daughter Lakin and for others to honor their children,
grandchildren, brothers, sisters, nieces, nephews or friends. I recommend a due pass on
Senate Concurrent Resolution 4014.
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Testimony
Senate Concurrent Resolution 4014
House Human Services Committee

Monday, March 23, 2009 - 3 p.m.
North Dakota Department of Health

Good afternoon, Chairman Weisz and members of the House Human Services

- Committee. My name 1s Kjersti Hintz, and [ am the Maternal and Child Health
Nurse Consultant for the North Dakota Department of Health. [ am here to
support Senate Concurrent Resolution 4014, which would recognize October 15
as Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day.

Every year in North Dakota approximately 50 infants younger than the age of

1 die. The causes of these deaths include premature birth, low birth weight,
birth defects, accidents and sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS). An average
of seven infants dies every year from SIDS. The North Dakota Department of
Health, in compliance with Century Code 23-01-05, provides information to the
surviving family of a child whose cause of death 1s suspected to have been from
SIDS. Providing education and awareness to all North Dakotans is also an
important component to our SIDS program.

No matter the cause of death, family members and friends will experience grief
when a baby dies. Grief is very personal and is the combination of sorrow,
strong emotion and the resulting confusion that comes from losing someone
important to you. From the educational resources and visits we provide to
family members and other caregivers through our SIDS program, we know
what a positive effect support and recognition can have on the healing process.

Every life, even the tiniest and shortest-lived, needs to be acknowledged and
remembered. Declaring October 15 as Pregnancy and Infant Loss
Remembrance day will ensure the recognition deserved for all babies who have
died too soon, whether from early pregnancy loss or infant death.

This concludes my testimony. I am happy to answer any questions you may
have.
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North Dakota 2009 Legislative Session
House ~ Human Services Committee
Testimony in favor of SCR 4014
March 23, 2009

Chairman Weisz and Members of the House Human Services Committee:

1 am here to ask your support of Senate Concurrent Resolution 4014. This
resolution will support other North Dakota families like mine.

My name is Misty Schafer. On April 13" 2007, my husband and were overcome
with grief when our daughter, Kassidy Rayann was stillborn at 23 weeks and 5 days. She
weighted 11 ounces and was 9 ¥: inched long. The days following the birth of a child are
suppose to be filled with joy and time spent getting to know your new addition, but not
ours, they were filled with grief, confusion and funeral arrangements. It was the hardest
time of our lives, but we made it through one day at a time and with the support of
family, friends and strangers. We received cards and guest book signings from people
who we did not even know, but had been thru the same thing and wanted us to know they
were there for us if we needed them. You do not realize how many families suffer the
loss of a child until it happens to you. Ihave found many moms like myself who after

losing a child, have the urge to reach out and help someone else.

I spent a lot of time reading on the internet and that is where I ran across the
website for October 15™, Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance day. I found myself
feeling a little better knowing that I was not alone and that there were those who had
suffered such a loss that were reaching out to help others who are going thru the same

thing,

1 had this feeling that I needed to do something to help, although I did not know

what that was, until one day I found myself in Chaplin Bernie Kunz’s office at Medcenter



One, she is the contact for the Infant and Child Bereavement Program. From that
moment I have been involved with the program and we are dedicated to continue to

develop the program by creating local resources for those families who are grieving.

It has been almost two years since we lost our little girl, but everyday she is with
me, and every time I hear that infant loss happens to another family, my heart breaks.
Having October 15" recognized in North Dakota, would help to ease the grief of those
families like mine. I urge the House Human Services Committee to support Senate

Concurrent Resolution 4014,



1

Testimony
O Senate Concurrent Resolution 4014

House Human Services Committee
Monday, March 23, 3009; 3:00 pm

Chairman Weisz and members of the House Human Services Committee ! stand before
you today to show my support for Senate Concurrent Resolution 4014. 1am Dana
Schweitzer and my husband and I lost our almost eleven month old daughter Lakin Ann
to Myocarditis on September 10, 2008. Loosing a child affects so many others in many
different ways like miscarriage, still birth, SIDS, or other infant losses. There are some
parents or family members who remain silent about their loss, but by declaring October
15™ as Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance day, will bring us all together. It will be
a day to honor our babies that have left us too soon yesterday, today, tomorrow and
always. [ had this Concurrent Resolution created to honor my daughter Lakin and for
others to honor their children, grandchildren, brothers, sisters, nieces, nephews or friends.
1 recommend a due pass on Senate Concurrent Resolution 4014,

-
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