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Tom Fiebiger: Senator from District 45 in North Fargo. See attached testimony #1.

Senator Dever: You and | talked about the other bill and you are aware of that.

Senator Fiebiger: We did and as we discussed SB2425 makes this directory by putting it into
law and that there is a plan for construction. We have an 8 year old plan and | weather all
hings are still equal.

Senator Dever: We are preparing amendments to change that, too. The difference between
the two is that the legislative council could choose to go forward with it or not. But you're your
resolution an interim committee would do the study with a report for OMB and the other one
goes directly to OMB to provide the report.

Roger Johnson: Roger Johnson, North Dakota Agriculture Commissioner. See attached
testimony #2.

Senator Horne: If the legisiature approved the funds how would you use that to survive until
there is some better accommodation provided?

Roger Johnson: Our preference is to move the entire staff out to a single location. A few days
ago the House Appropriations they removed the money from the budget entirely.

.erresentative Skarpol said that he understood that D.O.T was going to build a new building
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.and we could move into the old one. That was a surprise to me but nonetheless, when it goes
to the Senate there will be no money. If we got half the money, we would have to figure out
how to move some of the employee out. But the testimony that | provide to House
Appropriations will be identical to what | will say to Senate Appropriations. If we move half of
the employees out, we will have to take 1 or 1 %2 FTE that we currently have and try to
reconfigure their duties.

Senator Dever: In the pictures it seems that some of things that they do at Game and Fish
Roger Johnson: We cooperate with the state Health Department and Game and Fish in using
some of their laboratory facilities. The best example of that is the pesticide work thét we do; we
send the samples for analysis to different places. The state lab is ill equipped to handie what |
we need done; in fact we send a lot of our samples out of state. As a rule, large animal work
.oes to game and fish. For this lab work, small things could be accommodated.
Senator Dever: Would the study come to the conciusion that it mighf be more efficient to make
whatever in one central location for the use of several agencies.
Roger Johnson: ! certainly hope so; we would love to be a part of'something like that. There
are a lot of efficiencies that could be gained from co locating some of those kinds of things.
Tom Trenbeath: My name is Tom Trenbeath, and | am Chief Deputy Attorney General for
North Dakota. | want to give you a couple of comments about our office. The Attorney
General's office has about 120 employees. We consist of 13 divisions located in 7 locations.
Our shining star is the new state crime lab. On the other end of town we have civil litigation,
Indian affairs, ect. On the main floor we have offices. On that level we have admin and
accounting. Taking copy roorh and made it the break room. Separate mail handling room and
.>end $7,000 to make copy room an office. We also have the absence of adequate space. We

want to take the people who are up north and bring them down here. The Attorney General
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. and | go to different states for conferences, all that | have had a separate building their entire
staff. By my calculation the State of North Dakota is shedding $7,500,000 a biennium on
Ieasgs
Senator Horne: We have 2 proposals in front of us. If | remember, the other one would have
us ask the Director of OMB to do the study and them come back to us and this one suggest
going through the legislative council.. Do you have any s_uggestions on which are the best way
to doit?

Tom Trenbeath: This is | would guess that the organization that is the closest to the people
that make the decision would be the best to make the study, and that wouid be the legislative
council.

Having no one else to testify in any position on SCR4017 Chairman Dever closed the public

.earing.
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Chairman Dever and members of the Senate Government and Veterans Affairs Committee, [ am

Roger Johnson, Agriculture Commissioner. I am here in support of SCR4017, which provides for

a study of state agency space needs.

We are a relatively small state agency—we are currently authorized for 67.5 FTEs. Of thoseg

FTE’s, 33.5 FTEs are located in the Capitol on 6™ floor and 7 FTE’s are located on 14™ floor. In

addition, we currently have one temporary front desk employee and one marketing intern on 6™

floor. We have three FTE’s located in offices at NDSU in Fargo, and one ag mediation FTE

works out of a field office at McVille. The remaining FTEs are field inspectors and ag mediation

negotiators, who work out of their homes.

Our space needs have grown significantly, especially since 1995. The 1995 Legislature moved

three Registration Division FTEs from the Health Department and three Board of Animal Health

FTEs into the Ag Department. Since then, an increased awareness of livestock health concerns at

both state and federal levels has resuited in the Legislature adding five FTEs to respond to these

issues.

The 1999 Legislature established the State Meat Inspection Program which has added two

additional staff in the Capitol and ten field inspectors. The 1999 Legislature also added a position

to deal with pesticide hahnonization, and the 2007 Legislature added 1.5 FTEs to focus on

increased plant disease risks.

endangered species work. Federal funds have also added a Plant Protection FTE to deal with



To deal with the increasingly cramped office spaces, we moved some staff to 14™ floor in
January 2002. Storage vaults and laboratory space were converted to offices. We now face a
shortage of office space, and we have no lab space available for use by the State Meat Inspection

Program, the Plant Protection staff, the Board of Animal Health and Pesticide Regulatory staff.

Our agency needs additional space for the current employees in the Capitol. We need additional
space to provide basic laboratory space for our meat inspection program, our pesticide regulatory
program and our plant protection program. We need work space for our field staff who routinely
visit the office, but have nowhere to do job related functions. As you can see from the attached
photos, we are extremely crowded, and we have people performing laboratory job functions at
their desks.

Our current situation is less than ideal, and as a result we requested $400,000 ($220,000 of
general funds) to move out of the Capitol as our highest priority budget enhancement. The
Governor recognized our space concerns and recommended $120,000 of general funds in his
budget. The Governor was unwilling to be the one to suggest that a constitutionally elected

official be moved out of the Capitol.

We were very close to moving some of our staff to another location in early 2007. However, our
analysis showed that moving part of our staff to a location away from the Capitol would result in
duplicate expenditures for equipment and staff and overall inefficiencies in working between two

locations.

I view this study as a long overdue first step to respond to inadequate space for state agencies—a

problem that we and many other state agencies face.

Chairman Dever and committee members, I urge your “do pass™ on SCR4017. 1 would be happy

to answer any questions you may have.



Pesticide Program Specialist Angela Keller removes intestinal samples from a fish
(above) and a bird (below) on her desk in the North Dakota Department of Agri-

culture, located on the sixth floor of the State Capitol. The samples are tested for
traces of pesticides.
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Dr. Andrea Grondahl, director
of the State Meat and Poultry
Inspection Program, innoculates
a petri dish with a bacteria-laden
swab and a swab from the kid-
neys and other offal on her desk.
Atright, the innoculated petri
dish is kept in an incubator, Her
office is on the sixth floor of the
State Capitol.
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Plant Protection Specialist Carrie Larson uses her 14th floor office for a laboratory. con-
ducting examinations of plant material for insects and disease.

Printers, fax machines
and file cabinets crowd
a former office on the
14th floor.




State Entomologist Dave Nelson keeps grain samples in open pans on any
available space prior to inspecting them for phytosanitary inspection.

Computer equipment and
supplies have long over-
flowed available storage
space on the sixth floor.



storage vault was converted into three small offices,

many NDDA staff keep their equipment, supplies and records under their desks.
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SCR 4017

Chairman Dever, members of the Senate Government and Veteran’s Affairs Committee, for the
record, my name is Tom Fiebiger, Senator, District 45, Fargo. | appear today in support of
Senate Concurrent Resolution Number 4017,

This resolution directs the Legislative Council to study space and facility needs of our state
agencies to determine if we can be more efficient and save money by constructing additional
state owned facilities.

At the present time, the state of North Dakota leases hundreds of thousands of square feet of
office space in Bismarck for many of its agencies and institutions, spending approximately $3.75
million a year.

Not only is the state spending millions of dollars annually on office leases for its agencies off
site that we can measure, but there is also an intangible amount we cannot measure that |
think actually may make that amount even higher. Where state agencies and offices are spread
out in Bismarck, you have duplication of services, such as receptionist and copying. You have
inefficiencies in staff meetings and communications that may actually require additional FTE's
to pick up the added work load created by the inefficiencies.

There is a State Capitol and Capitol Complex Master Plan that was created over 8 years ago and
that | believe this committee received a copy of with earlier testimony it received on SB 2425.

It would be my hope that the legislature would take advantage of the thoughtful and hard work
that went into creating such a plan — and look at implementing it.

SCR 4017 wouid require a study and a report by the Legislative Council of its findings and
recommendations to the Sixty-second Legisiative Assembly.

| hope this committee can give SCR 4017 a “DO PASS” recommendation. Thank you.



