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wm'e briefed on the case
» Cass in closed session:
approves - and warned by
asbestos Paul that the bills

removal from likely will bé significant.
3y law, the county must
Page Gt pay inmates' medical bills.,
The inmate's Mentity was not revealed
becsmeoflampmﬁacungmedicalmvacy
But Laney said the inmate has been con-
victed of violent offenses and is in custody
awaiting trial on other charges, with still
other charges under review,

" ‘The inimate’s crimes are too serious to
simply drop the charges to avoid paying
the medical bills, Laney said.

“Icantellyoultwasadsadlyweapon,"
the sheriff told commissioners in a dis-

\ cussion in open session that followed the
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medical bills, this'case. is
unique.hney
The cost easily could
tha jail's entire
budget for
-inmuteo,nowapmuxim
1y $800,000, he added. .

Commissioners urged
Laney to*-eg‘ othet possi-
_maudmg medical ass!s-

Ei

gee. if the inmate is eligi-
State’s Attorney Birch

- Burdick is also doing legal

before, he added, notinga
man who abducted a Fargo
woman and later was shot
in Moorhead was hospital-

research to determine the izedundsrguard.

level of care the county is
obligated to provide.
Commissioner

Pawlukaskedlfitwouldbe
possible to treat the inmate
in jail, since “this is an
extiraordinarily

, dangerous
individual.”

That’s unlikely, Laney
sald He Jater told reporters
ospital treatment appears
likely That's been done

Answers, including a sec-
ond medical opinion,-
should be in hand soon, he
said. ‘

“We have a lot of hard
decisions to make in the
next couple of days,”

Cass County has consult-
ed with state.corrections
officials and other law
enforcement ofneials, and
Laney expects the issue
will corhe up in next yéar’s
legislative session.
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