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North Dakota Heritage Center
Expansion Fast Facts

State Historical Society of North Dakota and its Foundation

The Beginning
The North Dakota Heritage Center, which began
as a 1976 U.S. Bicentennial project for the state,
opened its doors in 1981. The original gallery, col~

lection storage, labs, and offices were designed for a
20~year plan; the Heritage Center was designed to
be expanded. Expansion planning began in 2002
with Governor Hoeven's State Historical Society of
North Dakota Commission, under the guidance of
all five former living governors. Since 2001, $21
million has been invested across the state in heri~

tage tourism infrastructure; the last remaining piece
is the expansion of the North Dakota Heritage Cen~

ter. Phase I, the expansion of the state archives,
began in 2005; the grand opening was held in 2007.
This 25~year plan added 30,000 square feet (sJ.) of
collections storage at a cost of $5.7 million, doubling
archives collections space.

Phase II Expansion
The second phase of expansion will double the ex~

isting exhibit, visitor services, programming, collec~

tions storage, labs, and office space by adding 97,000
sJ. Half of the expansion, 48,000 sJ., will provide
more public space and exhibit galleries, and half will
be on the lower level for daily agency operations.
The size of this expansion was determined by a
25~year need for collections growth. The 2005 and
2007 Legislative Assembly allocated planning dol~

lars, and the 2009 Assembly authorized $40 million
towards this $52 million project. The remaining
$12 million is being raised by the State Historical
Society of North Dakota Foundation from private
and federal sources, corporations and foundations,
and other groups.

Sustainability is at the core of the construction
and ongoing operations of the expanded Heritage
Center. Using geothermal and fly ash technologies,
energy efficient systems, recycling programs, the
North Dakota Heritage Center is going green.

Collections
The State Historical Society has several different
collection responsibilities. Along with the State
Archives, which collects and preserves books,
manuscripts, newspapers, photographs, and moving
film, there are the archaeology and historic preser~

vation collections, and artifact collections. Through
an agreement with the Department of Mineral
Resources, North Dakota Geological Survey, the
Center also houses the Johnsrud Paleontology Labo~

ratery.

Archaeology and Historic Preservation Col..
lections include millions of specimens represent~

ing human activity that were recovered across
the state. There are also thousands of resource
files critical to oil, coal, wind, road, and bridge
contractors and developers across the state.
The Heritage Center is also the federal archae~
ology repository for the state. Also considered
collections, a statewide network of 55 state
historic sites is administered from the Heritage
Center. Ten of these sites have interpretive
centers or museums.

Artifact Collections are three~dimensional

objects, including items such as natural history
specimens, textiles, vehicles, agricultural equip~
ment, art, toys, weapons and furniture. Objects
range in age from a 1O,000~year~old mastodon
skeleton to disposable items used yesterday, and
in scale from tiny glass beads to a locomotive.

Paleontology Collections represent the fossil
history and the geology of North Dakota. Speci~

mens in the paleontology lab include a gem and
mineral collection, and the State Fossil Collec~
tion consisting of fossils ranging in scale from
microscopic pollen to huge dinosaur skeletons.
The Heritage Center is also the federal paleon..
tology repository for the state.



Public Level and Exhibit Galleries
The building areas are named te reference elements
of land, air, and water and correspond to the geog,
raphy of the state from east to west. The Pembina
River Plaza, Northern Lights Atrium, Great Plains
Theater, Red, Sheyenne and Souris River Halls,
James River Cafe, Missouri River Event Center, and
the Badlands Plaza. Several improvements will
be made to the Russell Reid Auditorium, and the
Museum Store will expand. All these areas focus on
enhancing the visitor's experience.

The Heritage Center currently has about 28,000
s.f. of exhibition space; because of limited space it is
missing the last seven decades of North Dakota his,
tory in the Main Gallery. Additional exhibit areas
in the Corridor of History and adjacent halls have
been identified for additional exhibition opportu,
nities, providing over 47,000 s.f. of exhibit space.
New galleries include:

The Geological Time Gallery contains over
500 million years of North Dakota history il,
lustrating the earliest life forms up to the last
glaciation, about 10,000 years ago. These exhib,
its, which include the dinosaurs and much more,
set the stage for the fossil fuel stories of North
Dakota's oil and coal industries and explain the
landscape and soils that have shaped the state's
agricultural future.

The Early Peoples Gallery covers over 10,000
years of the earliest human history in what is
now North Dakota. When the Giza pyramids
in Egypt or pre,Columbian civilizations of South
America flourished, so did American Indian
civilizations in North Dakota. The gallery high,
lights early occupation and exploration up to the
establishment of Dakota Territory in 1861.

The Inspiration, Opportunities and Innova,
tion Gallery is the current Main Gallery, and
will present the last 150 years of the state's
history. It will investigate qpportunities, innova,
tions, decisions, and outcomes through capti,
vating stories about North Dakota's resources,
industries, events, and people.

The Governors Gallery will host temporary and
traveling exhibits, creating regional and world,
class blockbuster events. This gallery will pro'
vide an opportunity to bring the world to North
Dakota and share the state with other museums
across the country and world.

Hub of History
A tourist information center, this Hub of History .
will direct visitors to all corners of the state to
experience the people, landscape, and history where
it happened. The expanded Heritage Center is a
destination, part of a String of Pearls of heritage tour,
ism opportunities across the northern border. The
opportunities will include all of the state's cultural,
heritage, ecological, agricultural, sporting, and Main
Street tourism venues. The Hub will be a statewide
network of partnerships offering the best of the state
to those who live near and those visiting from afar.

The Timeline
Construction will take about two years, from July
2010 to Fall 2012. The exhibit galleries will open
over the following two,year period from Fall 2012
into 2014, culminating in North Dakota's 125th an,
niversary of statehood on November 2, 2014. The
expansion of the North Dakota Heritage Center is a
gift to the people of North Dakota as they celebrate
their 125th anniversary of statehood.



• We think it is likely that Congress will do a 12 to 18 month continuing resolution.
NDDOT is planning to receive about the same amount as received in 2009
(approximately $230 million). However, until this exact number is known the highway
construction program for 2010 is uncertain.

• Approximately $100 million in various road construction projects are planned to be
completed as part of our STIP on the four Indian Reservations from 2010 to 2013.

• Please see Map Attachments 1-5 which illustrate the location and types of projects
planned.

Tribal Employment

• Whenever there is a state road construction project on a reservation, the Tribal
Employment Rights Office (TERO), contractor license, and employment opportunities
have been significant. As part of the contracting ofprojects, the state and federal road
funds pay two and one/halfpercent in TERO fees and require the contractor to hire 75
percent of the non-core skilled labor force and 100 percent ofgeneral laborers through
the TERO office.

• For example, approximately 50 percent of the employees working on the construction of
Four Bears Bridge were tribal members.

Highway Safety Programs

• Safety is the number one priority on DOT roads; therefore the Department has developed
a Safe Communities program with various communities throughout the state, including
Three Affiliated Tribes to administer safety programs in the local area.

• To establish links between the DOT Traffic Safety Office and tribal partners, the
Department is working with BIA law enforcement to promote TraCS, which is an
electronic crash reporting system that documents data related to motor vehicle crashes.
The goal is to make contact with each of the four tribes to promote TraCS. Currently,
two tribes are interested in using TraCS (MHA Nation -New Town and Turtle Mountain­
Belcourt).

• The tribes are able to apply to the National Highway Traffic Safety Association
(NHTSA) BIA Region for funding through the Indian Highway Safety Plan (IHSP) on an
annual basis. The following tribes are receiving IHSP funding in Fiscal Year 2010:

o Three Affiliated Tribes - $330,000 (for enforcement, training, equipment and to
hire 3 Highway Safety Officers.)

o Spirit Lake Nation - $135,000 (for enforcement, training, equipment and to hire a
Highway Safety Officer.)

Conclusion
• This concludes my presentation. Thank you for the opportunity to appear before the

committee today.


