
Sixty-first Legislative Assembly of North Dakota
In Regular Session Commencing Tuesday, January 6, 2009

HOUSE BILL NO. 1053
(Legislative Council)

(Public Safety Committee)

AN ACT to amend and reenact sections 37-17.1-06 and 37-17.1-07 of the North Dakota Century Code,
relating to the department of emergency services division of homeland security and local and
regional emergency management organizations.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 37-17.1-06 of the North Dakota Century Code is
amended and reenacted as follows:

37-17.1-06. State division of homeland security.

1. The division of homeland security must have professional, technical, secretarial, and
clerical employees as necessary for the performance of its functions. The director of the
division shall fix the compensation of the staff in conformity with state merit system
regulations and may make such expenditures within the appropriations therefor, or from
other funds made available to the director for purposes of emergency management, as
may be necessary to carry out the purposes of this chapter.

2. The division of homeland security shall prepare and maintain a state disaster plan and
keep it current, which plan may include provisions for:

a. Averting or minimizing the injury and damage caused by disasters or emergencies.

b. Prompt and effective response to a disaster or emergency.

c. Emergency relief.

d. Identification of areas particularly vulnerable to a disaster or emergency.

e. Recommendations for zoning, building, and other land use controls, safety measures
for securing mobile homes or other nonpermanent or semipermanent structures, and
other mitigation and preparedness measures.

f. Assistance to local officials in developing and maintaining local and regional
emergency management systems.

g. Authorization and procedures for the erection or other construction of temporary
works designed to protect against or mitigate danger, damage, or loss from any
disaster or emergency.

h. Preparation and distribution of emergency management assistance program guidance
to the appropriate state and local officials.

i. Organization of manpower and chains of command.

j. Coordination of federal, state, regional, and local emergency management activities.

k. Coordination of state disaster or emergency operations plans with the disaster or
emergency plans of the federal government.
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l. Other necessary matters.

3. The division of homeland security shall provide technical assistance for the development
and revision of local and regional disaster or emergency operations plans prepared under
section 37-17.1-07.

4. In preparing and revising state disaster or emergency plans, the division of homeland
security shall seek the advice and assistance of local government, business, labor,
industry, agriculture, civic, and volunteer organizations and community leaders. In
advising local and regional emergency management organizations, the division shall
encourage them also to seek advice from these sources.

5. State disaster or emergency plans or any parts thereof have the force of law upon
implementation by the governor.

6. The division of homeland security, in coordination with lead and support agencies, shall:

a. Coordinate the procurement of supplies, materials, and equipment during disaster or
emergency operations.

b. Provide guidance and standards for local and regional disaster or emergency
operational plans.

c. Periodically review local and regional disaster or emergency operational plans.

d. Coordinate state or state and federal assistance to local and regional emergency
management organizations.

e. Establish and operate or assist local and regional emergency management
organizations to establish and operate training programs and programs for
emergency public information.

f. Make surveys of industries, resources, and facilities, within the state, both public and
private, as are necessary to carry out the purposes of this chapter. The use of
sensitive and proprietary logistical data submitted to the state in confidence by
individual industries and suppliers must be accorded full confidentiality and will be
released only in aggregate form.

g. Plan and make arrangements for the availability and use of any private facilities,
services, and property, and, if necessary and if in fact used, coordinate payment for
that use under terms and conditions agreed upon.

h. Establish access to a register of persons with types of training and skills important in
prevention, mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery.

i. Establish access to a register of equipment and facilities available for use in a
disaster or emergency.

j. Prepare, for issuance by the governor, executive orders, proclamations, and guidance
as necessary or appropriate in managing a disaster or emergency.

k. Coordinate and may enter agreements with the federal government and any public or
private agency or entity in achieving any purpose of this chapter and in implementing
programs for disaster mitigation, preparation, response, and recovery.

l. Be the state search and rescue coordinating agency, establish access to a register of
search and rescue equipment and personnel in the state, and plan for its effective
utilization.
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m. Do other things necessary, incidental, or appropriate for the implementation of this
chapter.

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 37-17.1-07 of the North Dakota Century Code is
amended and reenacted as follows:

37-17.1-07. Local or regional emergency management organizations.

1. All areas of the state are within the jurisdiction of and must be served by the division of
homeland security and by a local or regional emergency management organization.

2. Each county shall maintain an emergency management organization which that serves the
entire county or must be a member of a regional emergency management organization
that serves more than one county.

3. Each city shall provide an emergency management organization of its own, or it shall
participate in the countywide emergency management organization. Each governing
board of a city shall make its determination on the basis of the city's emergency
management requirements, hazards, capabilities, and resources. If a city provides an
emergency management organization of its own, the city and county shall coordinate the
city and county emergency plans.

4. The mayor of or the president of the board of city commissioners in a city with an
emergency management organization and the chairman of the board of county
commissioners shall notify the division of homeland security of the manner in which the city
and the county are providing or securing emergency management activities, identify each
individual who will coordinate the activities of the local emergency management
organization, and furnish additional information relating thereto as the division requires.

5. Each local or regional emergency management organization shall prepare and keep
current a local disaster or emergency operational plan for its area.

6. The Each local or regional emergency management organization shall prepare and
distribute to all appropriate officials in written form a clear and complete statement of the
disaster or emergency responsibilities of their local agencies and officials.
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____________________________ ____________________________
Speaker of the House President of the Senate

____________________________ ____________________________
Chief Clerk of the House Secretary of the Senate

This certifies that the within bill originated in the House of Representatives of the Sixty-first Legislative
Assembly of North Dakota and is known on the records of that body as House Bill No. 1053.

House Vote: Yeas 94 Nays 0 Absent 0

Senate Vote: Yeas 47 Nays 0 Absent 0

____________________________
Chief Clerk of the House

Received by the Governor at M. on , 2009.

Approved at M. on , 2009.

____________________________
Governor

Filed in this office this day of , 2009,

at o'clock M.

____________________________
Secretary of State
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