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Minutes:
Chairman DeKrey: We will open the hearing on HB 1064.

Robin Huseby, Executive Director, Commission on Legal Counsel for indigents; Sponsor.
Support (attached testimony). The reason why this is significant to us, we both contract
for services with lawyers; we have about 40 lawyers that we contract with throughout the
state, plus we have public defenders. This unnecessarily ties up our money, or so we
interpret that we have to use it to contract rather than for the whole program. We ask for a
Do Pass.

Rep. Steiner: How much money is involved here?

Robin Huseby: Well it flows every year; we collect around $1.8 million out of the fee every
biennium.

Rep. Delmore: But there won’t be any change because that is money that is already going
to you, correct.

Robin Huseby: Correct. It is money already going to us. In fact, | don't know that anyone
would even know if we spent it to contract or not, but we want to be in compliance with the
law.

Chairman DeKrey: Thank you. Further testimony in support. Testimony in opposition. We
will close the hearing.

Rep. Koppelman: | move a Do Pass motion.
Rep. Maragos:. Seconded.

14 YES O0NO 0 ABSENT DO PASS CARRIER: Rep. Koppelman
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Com Standing Committee Report Medule ID: h_stcomrep_05_004
January 10, 2011 1:09pm ‘ Carrier: Koppelman

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
HB 1064: Judiciary Committee (Rep.DeKrey, Chairman) recommends DO PASS
(14 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1064 was placed on the
Eleventh order on the calendar.

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 1 h_stcomrep_05_004
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution:

Relating to court administration fees

Minutes: There is attached written testimony

Senator Nething — Chairman

Jean Delaney — Deputy Director Commission on Legal Counsel for Indigents — see written
testimony.

Senator Nelson - Asks about the 12 court fees that were just included in a study resolution
and if this isn't part of that.

Senator Nething - Replies regardless of that we will still need to make the change.
Senator Sitte - Asks if they will need to hire a full time person.

Delaney - Responds that they already have six public defender offices with full time
attorneys that are employed by the state and it could be used to pay their salaries or other
Agency expenses.

Senator Nething — Asks if she just wants to clarify the indigent defense part.

Delaney —- Replies, that is correct.

Opposition -0
Neutral - 0

Close the hearing on 1064

Senator Lyson motions a do pass
Senator Olafson seconds

Roli call vote — 6 yes, 0 no
Senator Lyson will carry
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Com Standing Committee Report Moduie 1D: s_stcomrep:31_003
February 16, 2011 9:08am Carrier: Lyson

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
HB 1064: Judiciary Committee (Sen. Nething, Chairman) recommends DO PASS
{6 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1064 was placed on the
Fourteenth order on the calendar.

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 1 s_stcomrep_31_003
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House Bill No. 1064

Under the century code; section 29-26-22 (2), there is a fee the Courts can collect from
the defendant called the court administration fee. This is a $100.00 fee that is collected and split
between our agency and the Supreme Court Court Administration Fund. Monies collected for us
are placed into the Indigent Defense Fund.

Currently the statute states that the money deposited in the indigent defense
administration fund, “must be used to contract for indigent defense services in this state...”.
When this section was enacted, we did not have the public defender system or our agency.

We are asking that the statute be amended to drop the two words “to contract” to allow us
to spend the monies from the court administration fee for any indigent defense services, whether
contracted or not. The language as is serves as an necessary stricture on how the money is spent.

Robin Huseby

Executive Director

Commission on Legal Counsel for Indigents
P.O. Box 149

Valley City, ND 58072

701 845-8632

rhuseby@nd.gov



HOUSE BILL 1064
Testimony by Commission on Legal Counsel for Indigents
Senate Judiciary Committee, February 16, 2011

North Dakota Century Code section 29-26-22 (2), provides for a court administration fee
in the amount of $100.00. These fees are deposited into the indigent defense administration fund
and the court facilities improvement and maintenance fund.

Currently the statute provides that the money deposited in the indigent defense
administration fund “must be used to contract for indigent defense services in this state . . . .”
However, when this section was enacted, we did not have the public defender system or our
agency.

We are asking that the statute be amended to drop the two words “to contract” to allow
the Commission to spend the monies from the court administration fee for any indigent defense

o

services, whether contracted or not. The language as 1s serves as anMhecessary restriction on how

the money is spent.

H. Jean Delaney

Deputy Director

Commission on Legal Counsel for Indigents
P.O. Box 149

Valley City, ND 58072

701-845-8632

jedelaney@nd.gov



