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NORTH DAKOTA 

January 26, 2012 

Chairman Rich Wardner 
Energy Development and Transmission Committee 
Oil Impacts Hearing 

Chairman Wardner, Vice-Chairman Porter, and Committee Members: 

P.O. Box 1306 

Williston ND 58802-1306 

PHONE: 701-577-8100 

FAX: 701-577-8880 

TDD State Relay: 711 

My name is Brad Bekkedahl, Finance Commissioner for the City of Williston, and, on behalf of the City, I 
extend sincere appreciation Chairman Wardner for the opportunity to present testimony before this 
Committee. I have held the office of Finance Commissioner for 16 years, served 9 years on the Board of 
the Oil and Gas Counties, including 2 years as President, and have been fortunate to provide testimony 
on Oil Impact issues since the 2003 Legislative Session. 

I have prepared written materials for this testimony that have four major components. First, is the 
attempt to detail the level of impact to our City with statistical details. Next is an explanation of what 
we as a community have done to accommodate and expand the industry with current impact funding. 
Third, is an assessment of the challenges and impacts we have identified for the immediate future, and 
finally, some information for future funding considerations as we all deal with this growth long-term. 

Allow me to attempt to describe our situation at present. Our residents have endured significant 
economic, social, and emotional stress these last three years, and the now accelerated pace of Impacts 
have worn many of them down to where they are either leaving voluntarily or being forced out of the 
community by housing rental increases. Our quality of life has been diminished, not by intent, but by 
default, as the industry brings its resources to develop their leases. Our City budgets have had to 
explode in the attempt to keep pace, going from $25 million in 2008 to $65 million in 2012, placing a 
property tax burden on our residents that was not of their choosing. We suffer in our ability to hire and 
retain public service employees in this environment that has seen an 80% growth in average annual 
wage since 2006, making us not the highest in the State. Our new hires have no affordable housing 
available, so we are expending over $700,000 this year for employee housing subsidies, and investing 
$300,000 in a new apartment facility to get access to 15 units for new employees that need housing. 
Construction inflation is routinely SO% on our bid projects, leading to significant cost over-runs to get 
them built. Our police and public safety calls have more than tripled since 2009. 

While these are challenging, we remain optimistic that with the support and partnership of the State of 
North Dakota, we will emerge a community much improved with this growth and development. We are 
very appreciative of what this industry brings in terms of growth and employment, but the majority of 
our residents have not seen direct benefits from the development so far. We don't want our 
community to feel resentful about the negative impacts we are currently enduring, so addressing the 
impacts and mitigating the damages with your assistance could provide some relief to their concerns. 
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The fact is that the pace of this development is driven by the State permit approval process, and with it, 
the corresponding impact costs must be acknowledged and addressed, which is why we appreciate this 
opportunity for providing input and requesting further consideration for assistance. I would be happy to 
answer any questions following the power point presentation completion. 

Kind regards, 

Brad Bekkedahl 
Williston City Commissioner 
drbekk@wil.midco.net 
701-570-1879 
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Williston Police Department states they 
are missing one of every  truck 
route violations due to staff shortages. 

Source:  Williston Police Department 





State Oil Impact 
Funds  12-Million 

City Sales Tax 
21.9-Million 

Special Assessments 
3.4-Million  

Developers Fees 
$3,500.00 

Gross Production 
Tax   $400,000.00 

Wastewater  
Treatment Plant 
15-Million 

26th St. Extension 
2.5-Million 

West Sewer 
Extension 
$5-Million 

North Sewer  
Extension 
$10.5-Million 
 

East Industrial 
$1.2-Million 

Urban Roads 
Extensions 
$3.5-Million 
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Water / Sewer Expansions 





Water Distribution System 

Borsheim Industrial Park 
Water Main Connection 

$1,500,000 

Highland Heights Water Main 
Connection 

$1,000,000 

East Industrial Park Water 
Main Collection 

$1,500,000 

Subtotal $4,000,000 



Project Cost (2011) Potential Non 
Recoverable Costs 

Timeline 

Phase 1-Tertiary Side  
stream Treatment 
Improvements 

$5-6M $3-5M 2012 

Phase II – Semi 
Permanent Mechanical 
Treatment Improvements 

$9-11M $5-7M 2013-2014 

Phase III  Semi Permanent 
to Permanent Mechanical 
Treatments Expansion 

$10-13M 
Option A 

$15-16M 
Option B 

$6-8M  
Option A 

$1-2M 
Option B 

2014 

Phase IV Permanent 
Mechanical Treatment 
Facilities Design and 
Coordination 

$63-80M 
Option A 

$34-41M 
Option B 

Permanent 
Both Options 

2015-2016 

Total Costs $87-110M 
Option A 

$63-74M 
Option B 

$14-20M  
Option A 

$9-14M 
Option B 



Solid Waste 

Landfill Expansion $2,500,000 

Subtotal $2,500,000 



Project Total 
Estimated 
Project Cost 

Fire/ 
Ambulance 

26th Ave 
Substation 

$2,350,000 

Hwy 2 West 
Substation 

$2,350,000 

Hwy 2 North 
Substation 

$2,350,000 

Government 
Services  
Building 
Space 

$9,300,000 

Subtotal $16,350,000 
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Brad Bekkedahl 
City of Williston Finance Commissioner 
drbekk@wil.midco.net 
701-570-1879 




