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Educati )n

DPI traineeships offered to teachers who wish to improve their level of expertise
in a variety of identified areas of need.
— Within this structure, stipends to support tuition to a university program that offers specific
training in Autism Spectrum Disorders can be requested.
DPI reinstituted discretionary grant funding and Special Education Directors can
apply for grant money to support projects related to ASD, as well as other areas of
need.
—~ Discretionary grant monies are not exclusively designated for projects related to ASD.
ND will be updating the current state guidelines for autism.
— The current guidelines were published in 2003. This document provides guidance as to how
students are identified, served, and educated.
IDEA - B: These funds, based on the Federal Child Count data are submitted to
NDDPI annually, and are directed to special education units. Each Special
Education Director writes projects into this grant to support many kinds of special
education needs. (staff, training, materials, equipment, etc.)
— Most special education units would use a portion of their IDEA-B money to support needs of
students with ASD.

Online Autism Course through UND

ur:rl-inn - Fartnrg

Educational guidelines appear to be "interpreted” differently by school teams in
different units.

— This can lead to the perception and/or the reality of inequitable application of resources and
supports for students with ASD.

— Because teams of people vary in training, experience, access to resources and sometimes
opinion, they may interpret guidance differently.

~ There may be disparities between the way a child is served in one district compared to
another for these reasons. It is important to note that the ND ASD Guidelines are based on
IDEA Regulations. So, there are minimum requirements based on these federal regulations.

To meet the criteria as a child with Autism in the educational setting, one does not
technically need to have a medical diagnosis from a physician, psychiatrist or
psychologist.

— Some units may require a diagnosis, however, and some may not.

— The Autism guidelines have educational criteria that must be met to be eligible for special
education under IDEA. Multi-disciplinary school teams do evaluations and use the educational
criteria to determine eligibility for services.

— If there is a medical diagnosis of ASD or if there are reports from outside agencies, this
information should be incorporated in to the evaluation and decision making process.
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