
NORTH DAKOTA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT 
 

LAND ACQUISITION PROPOSAL 
 

JOHNSON FARMS 
 

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA 
 

Approximately 1,793.36 ACRES  
 

RAMSEY COUNTY 

 



Background 
 
In the spring of 2011 the Johnson Farms, of Walhalla, North Dakota evaluated 
their property in Ramsey County for alternatives to their current land 
management.  The Johnson Farms submitted an application to the USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation Service’s (NRCS) Wetland Reserve Program. 
(WRP)  Under the terms of the WRP all wetlands would be restored to full 
capacity and all uplands would be planted to native vegetation.  The 
application was reviewed by NRCS and received a favorable ranking.  A WRP 
offer was sent to Johnson Farms to enroll into the program.  The Johnson 
Farms approached the North Dakota Game and Fish Department about their 
interest to enroll this property into the WRP and then sell their residual 
property value to the ND Game and Fish Department.    The ND Game and Fish 
Department and conservation partners’ interest is in pursuing a multiagency, 
multipurpose project on this property.  The North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department would be the primary agency for property purchase, with 
additional organization and grant fund support.  The multipurpose aspect 
would involve water storage, water management, public use, and 
conservation habitat.  This property was part of the potential package of 
willing sellers brought forth to the House Appropriations subcommittee of the 
Legislature during the 62nd Legislative Assembly. 
 
In exploring the multiagency, multipurpose spirit of the acquisition a request 
was presented to the North Dakota State Water Commission (SWC) in June 
2011 for funding.  The SWC Board of Directors chaired by Governor Jack 
Dalrymple, approved funding for the participation in the Johnson Farms water 
storage acquisition (see attached supporting documentation).     
 
In addition, the SWC, North Dakota Natural Resources Trust, and ND Game 
and Fish Department offered their funds as match toward a North American 
Wetlands Conservation Act application for the acquisition.  The grant received 
favorable ranking and the grant has been awarded.  These funding sources 
and associated contributions are listed on page 
 
An agricultural appraisal has been completed for this property by Paul 
Vorachek of AgCountry Farm Credit Services of Grand Forks, ND in July 2011.   
The property was appraised at $2,220,000.  A copy of the appraisal is 
available upon request.  The ND Game and Fish Department has entered into a 



purchase option with Johnson Farms which finalizes the final price for the sale 
of the property should it be appropriately approved. 
 
 
 
 
Legal Description 
 
Approximately 1,793.36 acres located in Ramsey County, within Sections 
5,6,7,8,18, T.156 N., R.61W., and within Section 33 T.156 N., R.61W.  
 
T.156 N., R.61W. 
Section 5,   S½        317.48 acres 
Section 6,    SW¼, S½SE¼     218.14 acres 
    (excludes SE¼SE¼SE¼ approx. 10 acres) 
Section 7, NE¼, NW¼, SE¼, SW¼    628.04 acres 
Section 8, N½       317.48 acres 
Section 18, NW¼       159.69 acres 
 
T.157 N., R.61W. 
Section 33,   SE¼       152.53 acres 
         Total  1,793.36 acres 
    
The Johnson Farms property is approximately 1793.36 acres of land with 
extensive wetlands in Ramsey County located six to eight miles southwest of 
Edmore in Triumph and Fancher Township (see attached map).  The property 
has a high abundance of wetlands scattered throughout the property making 
traditional cropping difficult.  The property is located near the Edmore Coulee 
which is a direct inlet to Devils Lake.   
 
This purchase by the ND Game and Fish Department and enrollment into WRP 
would ensure wetland and upland protection securing long term water 
storage.  The close proximity to the Edmore Coulee and Devils Lake makes this 
property a prime location for watershed storage.  Ownership by the ND Game 
and Fish Department will provide responsible noxious weed control and 
payment of full property taxes.   The property will be managed as a public use 
area open year-round, which is increasingly important in the northeast for 
resident and nonresidents.  
 



This multipurpose project would represent an efficient and effective 
partnership securing multiple flood control and other public benefits at an 
extremely economical cost to the State of North Dakota.  
 
 
 
Positive aspects of the project include: 
 

• The property is scheduled to be enrolled in the Wetland Reserve 
Program for the next 30 years, which means the wetlands must stay 
intact and the upland acres will be grass cover.  Cropping would not be 
allowed for the length of the contract.   

• State Water Commission estimates approximately 631 acre-feet of 
water will be stored over existing conditions and not enter Devils Lake. 

• Full property taxes will be paid on the property as provided in North 
Dakota Century Code 57-02.1. 

• The Devils Lake region attracts high numbers of resident and non-
resident waterfowl hunters to the area.  This area would be open to 
public access in an area where little public access is allowed, therefore 
providing a great deal of public hunting opportunity. 

• The area would primarily provide habitat for waterfowl, white tailed 
deer, and sharp tailed grouse. 

 
 
 
 
Cost Estimates 
 
ND Game and Fish Department                      $    175,000 
USDA  Natural Resources Conservation Service WRP                  $1,244,000 
North American Wetlands Conservation Act Grant                  $    601,000 
ND State Water Commission           $    125,000 
North Dakota Natural Resources Trust         $       75,000 
Total Project                                                  $2,220,000 
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