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Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, I’m Francis Ziegler, Director of the North Dakota
Department of Transportation (DOT). Today we will discuss the following topics:

Transportation Plan — TransAction III.
Federal Funding.

Construction Projects.

Title 39 Review.

Transportation Plan — TransAction ITI

The DOT recently held 20 public input meetings across North Dakota‘ as part of the Department’s
long-term strategic transportation plan. The meetings and an online survey have been conducted to
gather information about present and future surface transportation needs. :

The information will help to identify trends and strategic issues which affect our state’s transportation
system. It will be used to create a Transportation Plan entitled TransAction III, which will lay the
framework to develop a shared transportation vision extending to all levels including the public and
private sectors.

This plan will help achieve some of the following goals identified by state residents:
e Safe and secure transportation.
Sustainable and reliable mobility.
Diversified and sufficient funding for transportation priorities.
Communication and cooperation.
Strong economic growth with consideration of environmental, cultural, and social impacts.

The Department’s goal is to have the TransAction III plan completed before the legislative session.

Federal Funding

On June 29", the House and Senate passed a new two-year $105 billion surface transportation
reauthorization bill, called Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century or MAP-21.

The bill reauthorizes the federal-aid highway, highway safety, and transit progra.ths which were last
authorized by the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, and Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for
Users (SAFETEA-LU) passed in 2005.



The DOT had been operating on nine short-term extensions of the surface transportation authorization
since SAFETEA-LU expired September 30, 2009. The bill recognizes the need for transportation
funding in North Dakota as it allows us to move forward and work on road projects to 2014. The bill
states North Dakota’s apportionment will be:

»  $240.5 million in 2012 and 2013.

- $242.5 million in 2014.
In addition to apport1onment the state needs obhgatmnal authority for the funding. In fiscal year 2012,
DOT received $225 million of obllgatlonal authority. In looking to the future COngress has not yet
passed a bill to give states obligational authonty for fiscal year 2013.

Over the past five years, DOT received an average of approximately $245 millien in obligational
authority a year. The Department is currently reviewing MAP- 21 (nearly 600 pages of legislation) and
we will report on more details at another time.

Construction Prolect

The construction program for 2012 is approx1mately $550 million. Add1t10nally there is $81 million in
catry over for 2011 on the state system and $105 million to be completed on eounty roads in oil

country.

$228 million funding for oil impact areas. Work is progressing on several projects that utilize the
$228 rmlllon for state h1ghway projects including:

e US nghway 2 - Road repair and reconstruction north of W1111ston to Junct1on of US 85.

e US Highway 85 - Work started last week on extending existing passing lanes between Watford
City and Williston. This project is part of the state’s plan to convert the hlghway into an
undivided, four-lane highway.

e ND nghway 23 - Improvements include widening roadway and addmg passing and turning
lanes east of New Town to ND 37.

e ND Highway 22- Currently expanding to five lanes in north Dickinson to county line. Adding
turn lanes and passing lanes 12 miles north of Killdeer to Lost Bridge. Also widening and
adding passing/turning lanes from ND 73 to ND 23.

e  Williston Northwest temporary truck bypass was open to traffic earlier this week.

$142 million fundin_g'for oil impact county p’rdj ects. Work is progressing on the county and
township projects. The chart on the page 7 lists allocations and reimbursement each county receives
from the $142 million fund.

Other Construction Projects across the state include:

e ND Highway 20 and ND Highway 57 grade raise projects near Devils Lake are in progress and
scheduled to be completed this fall, weather permitting.

e The US Highway 2 grade raise project near Penn is just ﬁmshmg and should be completed in
the next couple of weeks.

¢ Plan to complete work on the second phase of the West Fargo Main Street project this fall.






This concludes my portion of the testimony, thank you for the opportunity to appear before the
committee today. Linda Butts, Deputy Director for Driver and Vehicle Services and staff will be here
to discuss the details of Title 39.

Title 39 F~f~=—qtion

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, I’'m Linda Butts, Deputy Director for Driver and
Vehicle Services at the North Dakota Department of Transportation (DOT). Today I will comment on
the current bill drafts and the loss per transaction for the Driver’s License Division.

We continue to work collaboratively with Tim Dawson and I would like to express our appreciation for
that opportunity and for his efforts on this complex project. After he sent out the legislation before us
today, we did a final review of all 10 bills. We found a few items we would like to see modified. We
have met with Mr. Dawson on those and will not read word for word our comments, but rather will
submit this document for the record.

Second Bill Draft to provide for consistency and clarity relating to operators licenses (13.0028.02000).
We testified May 10" that we concur with the changes submitted. We also concur with the additional
change listed below.
e P51, line 15-17 removes reference to plates. This language is not necessary because the plate
now stays with owner per North Dakota law.

Second Bil' ™ft to consolidate fees for commercial driver’s license (13.0064.02000). The changes
we asked at the last hearing have been made. We support the bill as amended.

Second Bill dr~* “) impound and destroy plates for certain offenses (13.0065.02000). Last time we
requested language be added asking the court to notify DOT when the plate is destroyed so we can

place an alert on the owner record. This change has been made and we support this bill as amended.

Second Bill draft on the definitic~ ~* ~ff-hig-~~" vehi~'~~ (13.0L . ..02000). The purpose of these
amendments was to allow DOT some way to title and license unconventional vehicles. Amendments
added by other parties will not impair our ability to accomplish this; however it has been brought to
our attention that one of the vehicles we would like to title and register is an Argo. The older models
were steered with a T steerit mechanism. Therefore we would ' 2 to submit the following
amendment:

e Page 1 line 21 after the word wheel delete “or” and add a comma

e Page 1 line 22 after the word handlebars add a comma and “ T steering “

Second Bill Draft to provide consistency and clarity relating to traffic offenses and administration
(13.0078.02000). The changes we asked at the last hearing have been made. We support the bill as
amended.

First Bill draft to move the oversight of fee for services driving ~~*~~' from the HP to the NDDOT

M2 a7 1), The Highway Patrol approached us and asked 1t we were willing to take
responsibility for this. The Highway Patrol previously performed the task of driver examination. This
was changed in the 1970s; however, this one task remained the responsibility of the Highway Patrol. It
seems appropriate to transfer this to DOT. We concur and will accept this responsibility, therefore we
support this bill as written.




First Bill draft to harmonize federal and state CDL language (13.0123.01000). This bill harmonizes

state statute with current federal rules for commiercial vehicle drivers. We have met with Mr. Dawson
and gone over the additional clean-up wording changes needed. These are a few of the federal

~ changes:

Page 4, lines 10 — 13; the definition for a mobile telephone is added.

Page 5, line 16 — 18; the definition of a serious traffic violation is changed to include violation
of state law or ordinance.

Page 5, line 20 — 29; the definition of a tank vehicle is added.

Page 5, line 32 — page 6 line 7; Texting is modlﬁed to provide clanty on what textmg means for
commercial drivers.

Page 6, line 14 — 20; Third Party testers are defined. ,

Page 6, line 21 — 26; provides further clarification in regards to the use of a hand-held mobile
telephone.

Page 8, line 14 — 15; provides for a minimum time to hold a CDL permit before eligibility to
obtain a CDL license.

Page 12, line 7 — 8; provides clanﬁca’uon in regards to a fraud conviction as a dlsquahﬁer fora
CDL license.

Page 15, 11ne 18; adds commercial hcenses issued by Mex1co to the reciprocity program.

We support the changes in this bill but would like o see the following changes made to mimic federal
language as it appears in the CFRs.

Page 2, line 2, add, after “or more”, whichever is greater,

Page 2, line 4, add, after [4536 kilograms], whichever is greater

Page 2, line 5, change “or gross combination weight” to gross vehicle weight
Page 2, line 6, add, after [11793.40 kilograms], whichever is greater

Recap of prior issues:

Information is attached to address items brought up during previous testimony concerning
driver’s license costs, military and bus driver CDL’s. The attached documents on pages 8-10
summarize information requested.









Drivers License Breakeven Analysis Email Message

From: Butts, Linda N.

Sent: Monday, August 06, 2012 11:37 AM

To: Dawson, Tim J,

Subject: breakeven analysis for DL -Tim Dawson
Importance: High

We were asked to caiculate a breakeven cost for both a CDL and a class D license. Our system does not
segregate costs in this manner so we were unable to break the calculation into parts. However we did an
analysis of all costs and revenues for the division, not just the license examiner piece. Based on this analysis,
we were able to determine that we expect to lose about $4.45 on each license (CDL and D), ID's and records
related transactions in the 2013-2015 biennium.

Linda Butts

Deputy Director for Driver and Vehicles Services
North Dakota Department of Transportation
608 East Boulevard Avenue

Bismarck, ND 58505-0700

Office 701-328-2727

Inbutts@nd.gov



Military CDLs Email Message

From: Butts, Linda N.

Sent: Friday, November 18, 2011 2:51 PM

To: Lee, Gary A.

Cc: Dawson, Tim 1.; Seado, Paul C.; Ziegler, Francis G.
Subject: Military CDL's-Sen. Lee

Dear Senator Lee,

At the Interim Transportation Committee meeting in August, Rep. Ruby asked about the ability of the state to
accept military CDLs. At the time | told him that the federal government would not let us accept them. 1 did
however, check with my staff to see if anything had changed and found that as of July 30" 2011 (a few days
before the hearing), the feds published a final rule that allows states, under certain situations, to consider
military experience driving commercial motor vehicles and apply it to a civilian CDL.

We are in the process of modifying our examiner documents, creating forms where the person can attest to
their experience and that they held a military CDL. We will verify this fact pattern with the military. If it checks
out, when the person comes in, he/she will still take the written test and must meet the vision and medical
qualifications of all drivers, but they will NOT have to take the road test.

My guess is we will have this implemented by the first of the year.

Linda Butts

Deputy Director for Driver and Vehicles Services
North Dakota Department of Transportation
608 East Boulevard Avenue

Bismarck, ND 58505-0700

Office 701-328-2727

Cell 701-214-8352






