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Sixty-third
Legislative Assembly
of North Dakota

SENATE BILL NO. 2193

Introduced by

Senators Heckaman, Mathern, Nelson

Representatives Kiefert, Muscha, Oversen

for the establishment of an autism spectrum disorder database and an autism spectrum

disorder voucher program; to provide for a department of human services study and report to

the legislative management; and to provide an appropriation.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:
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SECTION 3. DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER
STUDY AND REPORT TO THE LEGISLATIVE MANAGEMENT. During the 2013-14 interim, in
consultation with clinicians who have expertise in the evaluation, diagnosis, and treatment of
autism spectrum disorder, the department of human services shall study autism spectrum
disorder services, including the most feasible service delivery system for individuals not served
in the developmental disability system who have an autism spectrum disorder. Before August 1,
2014, the department of human services shall report to the legislative management the
outcome and recommendations of this study.

SECTION 4. APPROPRIATION - STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH - AUTISM
SPECTRUM DISORDER DATABASE. There is appropriated out of any moneys in the general
fund in the state treasury, not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $200,648, or so much of the
sum as may be necessary, to the state department of health for the purpose of establishing and
administering an autism spectrum disorder database, for the biennium beginning July 1, 2013,
and ending June 30, 2015. The state department of health is authorized one full-time equivalent
position for this purpose.

SECTION 5. APPROPRIATION - DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES - STATE
AUTISM COORDINATOR. There is appropriated out of any moneys in the general fund in the
state treasury, not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $400,000, or so much of the sum as may
be necessary, to the department of human services for the purpose of hiring a state autism
coordinator who would be responsible for implementing a resource and service center to
provide information and services for individuals with autism spectrum disorder, developing a
statewide outreach plan, conducting regional meetings and an annual conference, and
developing a protocol for use after screenings, for the biennium beginning July 1, 2013, and
ending June 30, 2015. The department of human services is authorized one full-time equivalent
position for this purpose.

SECTION 6. APPROPRIATION - DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES - STATEWIDE
AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER TRAINING EFFORT. There is appropriated out of any
moneys in the general fund in the state treasury, not otherwise appropriated, the sum of
$500,000, or so much of the sum as may be necessary, to the department of human services

for the purpose of implementing a statewide autism spectrum disorder training effort, including
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