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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2124 

Page 1, line 1, replace "four" with "five"

Page 1, line 4, remove "and"

Page 1, line 4, after "14-09-19" insert ", 14-10-05, and 14-15-01"

Page 1, line 5, after "sections" insert "14-15-11, 14-15-12, and"

Page 1, line 5, after the second comma insert "subsection 3 of section 14-15-13, sections"

Page 1, line 6, replace the second "and" with ", 27-20-02,"

Page 1, line 7, remove "subsection 7 of section"

Page 1, line 7, remove "sections"

Page 1, line 7, after "27-20-30" insert a comma

Page 1, line 8, after "sections" insert "27-20-38,"

Page 1, line 8, after "27-20-44" insert ", 27-20-45, 27-20-47"

Page 1, line 24, after "57-20-07.1" insert ", subsection 3 of section 57-20-07.3"

Page 2, line 6, after the first semicolon insert "to provide a penalty;"

Page 2, line 6, after the third semicolon insert "to provide an expiration date;"

Page 3, line 28, after "chapters" insert "14  -  15,  "

Page 3, line 29, after "27  -  20  " insert an underscored comma

Page 4, line 2, after the first "the" insert "host"

Page 6, line 5, remove "zone"

Page 6, line 5, overstrike "budget" and insert immediately thereafter "zone's indirect costs"

Page 6, line 24, remove "board of county commissioners. If the board of county"

Page 6, replace lines 25 through 27 with "human service zone board for review. The human 
service zone director shall work with the department to achieve equitable 
compensation for all human service zone team members within the human service 
zone. The human service zone director shall notify appropriate host county staff of all 
staffing changes for administrative purposes.

3. For purposes of this section, "host county" means the county within the 
human service zone in which the human service zone administrative office 
is located and in which the human service zone team members are 
employed."

Page 9, after line 19, insert:

"SECTION 9. AMENDMENT. Section 14-10-05 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
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14-10-05. Assignment of children prohibited - Penalty.

No person, other than the parents, may assume the permanent care and 
custody of a child, unless authorized so to do by an order or decree of a court having 
jurisdiction, except that a parent, upon giving written notice to the department of human 
services and human service zone, may place that person's own child in the home of 
the child's grandparent, uncle, or aunt for adoption or guardianship by the person 
receiving the child. The child must be considered abandoned if proceedings for the 
adoption or guardianship of the child are not initiated by such relative within one year 
following the date of notice of placement. No parent may assign or otherwise transfer 
the parent's rights or duties with respect to the care and custody of the parent's child. 
Any such transfer or assignment, written or otherwise, is void. This section does not 
affect the right of the parent to consent in writing to the legal adoption of the parent's 
child, but such written consent does not operate to transfer any right in the child in the 
absence of a decree by a court having jurisdiction. Any person who violates the 
provisions of this section is guilty of a class A misdemeanor.

SECTION 10. AMENDMENT. Section 14-15-01 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

14-15-01. Definitions.

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires:

1. "Abandon" means:

a. As to a parent of a child not in the custody of that parent, failure by the 
noncustodial parent significantly without justifiable cause to:

(1) Communicate with the child; or

(2) Provide for the care and support of the child as required by law.

b. As to a parent of a child in that parent's custody:

(1) To leave the child for an indefinite period without making firm 
and agreed plans, with the child's immediate caregiver, for the 
parent's resumption of physical custody;

(2) Following the child's birth or treatment at a hospital, to fail to 
arrange for the child's discharge within ten days after the child 
no longer requires hospital care; or

(3) To willfully fail to furnish food, shelter, clothing, or medical 
attention reasonably sufficient to meet the child's needs.

2. "Adult" means an individual who is not a minor.

3. "Agency" means an entity licensed under chapter 50-12 to place minors for 
adoption.

4. "Child" means a son or daughter, whether by birth or adoption.

5. "Court" means the district court of this state, and when the context requires 
means the court of any other state empowered to grant petitions for 
adoption.
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6. "Department" means the department of human services.

7. "Genetic parent" means the biological mother or adjudicated mother of the 
adopted child, or the presumed father or adjudicated father of the adopted 
child under chapter 14-20.

8. "Genetic sibling" means individuals with genetic relationship of sister, 
brother, half-sister, or half-brother.

9. "Human service zone" means a county or consolidated group of counties 
administering human services within a designed area in accordance with 
an agreement or plan approved by the department.

10. "Identifying" includes full name, address, date of birth, telephone number, 
or anything that may lead to the identity of any previously undisclosed 
individual.

10.11. "Investigation" includes information obtained regarding the child's history, a 
preplacement adoption assessment of the prospective adoptive family, and 
an evaluation of the child's placement in the adoptive home.

11.12. "Minor" means an individual under the age of eighteen years.

12.13. "Nonidentifying adoptive information" means:

a. Age of genetic parent in years at the birth of the adopted child.

b. Heritage of genetic parent.

c. Educational attainments, including the number of years of school 
completed by genetic parent at the time of birth of the adopted child.

d. General physical appearance of genetic parent at the time of birth of 
the adopted child, including the height, weight, color of hair, eyes, 
skin, and other information of a similar nature.

e. Talents, hobbies, and special interests of genetic parents.

f. Existence of any other children born to either genetic parent.

g. Reasons for child being placed for adoption or for termination of 
parental right.

h. Religion of genetic parent.

i. Vocation of genetic parent in general terms.

j. Health history of genetic parents and blood relatives in a manner 
prescribed by the department.

k. Such further information which, in the judgment of the agency, will not 
be detrimental to the adoptive parent or the adopted individual 
requesting the information, but the additional information may not 
identify genetic parents by name or location.

13.14. "Relative" means any individual having the following relationship to the 
minor by marriage, blood, or adoption: brother, sister, stepbrother, 
stepsister, first cousin, uncle, aunt, or grandparent.
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14.15. "Stepparent" means an individual who is married to a parent of a child who 
has not adopted the child."

Page 9, line 22, overstrike "or" and insert immediately thereafter "and"

Page 9, line 22, overstrike "respondent" and insert immediately thereafter "respondents"

Page 9, after line 22, insert:

"SECTION 12. AMENDMENT. Section 14-15-11 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

14-15-11. Notice of petition - Investigation and hearing.

1. a. After the filing of a petition to adopt a minor, the court shall fix a time 
and place for hearing the petition. At least twenty days before the date 
of hearing, notice of the filing of the petition and of the time and place 
of hearing must be given by the petitioner to the department and 
human service zone; any agency or individual whose consent to the 
adoption is required by this chapter but who has not consented; an 
individual whose consent is dispensed with upon any ground 
mentioned in subdivisions a, b, f, h, i, and j of subsection 1 of section 
14-15-06 but who has not consented; and any individual identified by 
the court as a biological parent or a possible biological parent of the 
minor, upon making inquiry to the extent necessary and appropriate, 
as in proceedings under section 27-20-45, unless the individual has 
relinquished parental rights or the individual's parental rights have 
been previously terminated by a court. The notice to the department 
and human service zone must be accompanied by a copy of the 
petition.

b. Notice of the filing of a petition to adopt an adult must be given by the 
petitioner at least twenty days before the date of the hearing to each 
living parent of the adult to be adopted.

2. An investigation must be made by a licensed child-placing agency to 
inquire into the conditions and antecedents of a minor sought to be 
adopted and of the petitioner for the purpose of ascertaining whether the 
adoptive home is a suitable home for the minor and whether the proposed 
adoption is in the best interest of the minor.

3. A written report of the investigation must be filed with the court by the 
investigator before the petition is heard.

4. The report of the investigation must contain a review of the child's history; 
a preplacement adoption assessment of the petitioner, including a criminal 
history record investigation of the petitioner; and a postplacement 
evaluation of the placement with a recommendation as to the granting of 
the petition for adoption and any other information the court requires 
regarding the petitioner or the minor.

5. An investigation and report is not required in cases in which a stepparent is 
the petitioner or the individual to be adopted is an adult. The department 
and human service zone, when required to consent to the adoption, may 
give consent without making the investigation. If the petitioner is a relative 
other than a stepparent of the minor, the minor has lived with the petitioner 
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for at least nine months, no allegations of abuse or neglect have been filed 
against the petitioner or any member of the petitioner's household, and the 
court is satisfied that the proposed adoptive home is appropriate for the 
minor, the court may waive the investigation and report required under this 
section.

6. The department and human service zone, when required to consent to the 
adoption, may request the licensed child-placing agency to conduct further 
investigation and to make a written report thereof as a supplemental report 
to the court.

7. After the filing of a petition to adopt an adult, the court by order shall direct 
that a copy of the petition and a notice of the time and place of the hearing 
be given to any individual whose consent to the adoption is required but 
who has not consented and to each living parent of the adult to be 
adopted. The court may order an appropriate investigation to assist it in 
determining whether the adoption is in the best interest of the individuals 
involved.

8. Notice must be given in the manner appropriate under the North Dakota 
Rules of Civil Procedure for the service of process in a civil action in this 
state or in any manner the court by order directs. Proof of the giving of the 
notice must be filed with the court before the petition is heard.

SECTION 13. AMENDMENT. Section 14-15-12 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

14-15-12. Required residence of minor.

1. A final decree of adoption may not be issued and an interlocutory decree of 
adoption does not become final, until the minor to be adopted, other than a 
stepchild of the petitioner, has lived in the adoptive home:

a. For at least six months after placement by an agency;

b. For six months after placement by a parent in accordance with an 
identified relinquishment under chapter 14-15.1;

c. As a foster child for at least six months and has been placed for 
adoption by an agency; or

d. For at least six months after the department and human service zone 
or the court has been informed of the custody of the minor by the 
petitioner, and the department and human service zone or the court 
has had an opportunity to observe or investigate the adoptive home.

2. If a child who has been placed for adoption dies before the six-month 
residency requirement of subsection 1 is met, the court may grant the final 
decree of adoption upon a finding that a proper and legitimate reason 
exists for granting the final decree.

SECTION 14. AMENDMENT. Section 14-15-12.1 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
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14-15-12.1. Health insurance requirements for adoptees.

The department or child-placing agency involved in an adoption action may at 
any time before a final decree of adoption, if legal custody of the individual to be 
adopted is not held by the department, a county social service board, a child-placing 
agency, or an equivalent office or agency outside the state, require the petitioner for the 
adoption of another individual to show proof that a health insurance policy is in effect 
which provides coverage for the individual to be adopted. If proof of health insurance 
coverage is submitted by the petitioner, no further bond of any kind may be required by 
the department or a county social service board in regard to health coverage of the 
individual to be adopted."

Page 9, line 28, after the second comma insert "human service zone,"

Page 10, after line 2, insert:

"SECTION 16. AMENDMENT. Subsection 3 of section 14-15-13 of the North 
Dakota Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

3. If at the conclusion of the hearing, the court determines that the required 
consents have been obtained and that the adoption is in the best interest 
of the individual to be adopted, the court may:

a. Issue a final decree of adoption; or

b. Issue an interlocutory decree of adoption which by its own terms 
automatically becomes a final decree of adoption on a day specified in 
the decree, that day may not be less than six months nor more than 
one year after the minor was placed in the adoptive home by an 
agency or after the department and human service zone or the court 
was informed of the custody of the minor by the petitioner, unless 
sooner vacated by the court for good cause shown. In an interlocutory 
decree of adoption, the court shall provide for observation, 
investigation, and further report on the adoptive home during the 
interlocutory period."

Page 13, line 7, overstrike "Each"

Page 13, line 7, remove "human service zone director or the"

Page 13, line 8, replace "director's designee" with "The department of human services"

Page 13, line 13, replace "human service zone" with "department of human services"

Page 13, line 19, remove "human service"

Page 13, line 20, replace "zone director or the director's designee" with "department of human 
services"

Page 14, line 17, replace the second "a" with "an agreement or"

Page 15, line 17, remove the overstrike over "county social"

Page 15, line 17, remove "human"

Page 15, line 17, remove the overstrike over "board" and insert immediately thereafter "or 
human service"
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Page 16, after line 17, insert:

"SECTION 24. AMENDMENT. Section 27-20-02 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

27-20-02. Definitions.

As used in this chapter:

1. "Abandon" means:

a. As to a parent of a child not in the custody of that parent, failure by the 
noncustodial parent significantly without justifiable cause:

(1) To communicate with the child; or

(2) To provide for the care and support of the child as required by 
law; or

b. As to a parent of a child in that parent's custody:

(1) To leave the child for an indefinite period without making firm 
and agreed plans, with the child's immediate caregiver, for the 
parent's resumption of physical custody;

(2) Following the child's birth or treatment at a hospital, to fail to 
arrange for the child's discharge within ten days after the child 
no longer requires hospital care; or

(3) To willfully fail to furnish food, shelter, clothing, or medical 
attention reasonably sufficient to meet the child's needs.

2. "Abandoned infant" means a child who has been abandoned before 
reaching the age of one year.

3. "Aggravated circumstances" means circumstances in which a parent:

a. Abandons, tortures, chronically abuses, or sexually abuses a child;

b. Fails to make substantial, meaningful efforts to secure treatment for 
the parent's addiction, mental illness, behavior disorder, or any 
combination of those conditions for a period equal to the lesser of:

(1) One year; or

(2) One-half of the child's lifetime, measured in days, as of the date 
a petition alleging aggravated circumstances is filed;

c. Engages in conduct prohibited under sections 12.1-20-01 through 
12.1-20-08 or chapter 12.1-27.2, in which a child is the victim or 
intended victim;

d. Engages in conduct that constitutes one of the following crimes, or of 
an offense under the laws of another jurisdiction which requires proof 
of substantially similar elements:

(1) A violation of section 12.1-16-01, 12.1-16-02, 12.1-16-03, or 
14-09-22 in which the victim is another child of the parent;
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(2) Aiding, abetting, attempting, conspiring, or soliciting a violation 
of section 12.1-16-01, 12.1-16-02, or 12.1-16-03 in which the 
victim is a child of the parent; or

(3) A violation of section 12.1-17-02 in which the victim is a child of 
the parent and has suffered serious bodily injury;

e. Engages or attempts to engage in conduct, prohibited under sections 
12.1-17-01 through 12.1-17-04, in which a child is the victim or 
intended victim; 

f. Has been incarcerated under a sentence for which the latest release 
date is:

(1) In the case of a child age nine or older, after the child's majority; 
or

(2) In the case of a child, after the child is twice the child's current 
age, measured in days;

g. Subjects the child to prenatal exposure to chronic or severe use of 
alcohol or any controlled substance as defined in chapter 19-03.1 in a 
manner not lawfully prescribed by a practitioner; or

h. Allows the child to be present in an environment subjecting the child to 
exposure to a controlled substance, chemical substance, or drug 
paraphernalia as prohibited by section 19-03.1-22.2.

4. "Child" means an individual who is:

a. Under the age of eighteen years and is not married; or

b. Under the age of twenty years with respect to a delinquent act 
committed while under the age of eighteen years.

5. "Custodian" means a person, other than a parent or legal guardian, who 
stands in loco parentis to the child or a person to whom legal custody of 
the child has been given by order of a court.

6. "Delinquent act" means an act designated a crime under the law, including 
local ordinances or resolutions of this state, or of another state if the act 
occurred in that state, or under federal law, and the crime does not fall 
under subdivision c of subsection 19.

7. "Delinquent child" means a child who has committed a delinquent act and 
is in need of treatment or rehabilitation.

8. "Deprived child" means a child who:

a. Is without proper parental care or control, subsistence, education as 
required by law, or other care or control necessary for the child's 
physical, mental, or emotional health, or morals, and the deprivation is 
not due primarily to the lack of financial means of the child's parents, 
guardian, or other custodian;

b. Has been placed for care or adoption in violation of law;
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c. Has been abandoned by the child's parents, guardian, or other 
custodian;

d. Is without proper parental care, control, or education as required by 
law, or other care and control necessary for the child's well-being 
because of the physical, mental, emotional, or other illness or 
disability of the child's parent or parents, and that such lack of care is 
not due to a willful act of commission or act of omission by the child's 
parents, and care is requested by a parent;

e. Is in need of treatment and whose parents, guardian, or other 
custodian have refused to participate in treatment as ordered by the 
juvenile court;

f. Was subject to prenatal exposure to chronic or severe use of alcohol 
or any controlled substance as defined in chapter 19-03.1 in a manner 
not lawfully prescribed by a practitioner;

g. Is present in an environment subjecting the child to exposure to a 
controlled substance, chemical substance, or drug paraphernalia as 
prohibited by section 19-03.1-22.2.

h. Is a victim of human trafficking as defined in title 12.1.

9. "Detention" means a physically secure facility with locked doors and does 
not include shelter care, attendant care, or home detention.

10. "Director" means the director of juvenile court or the director's designee.

11. "Fit and willing relative or other appropriate individual" means a relative or 
other individual who has been determined, after consideration of an 
assessment that includes a criminal history record investigation under 
chapter 50-11.3, to be a qualified person under chapter 30.1-27, and who 
consents in writing to act as a legal guardian.

12. "Home" when used in the phrase "to return home" means the abode of the 
child's parent with whom the child formerly resided.

13. "Host county" means the county within the human service zone in which 
the human service zone administrative office is located and in which the 
human service zone team members are employed.

14. "Human service zone" means a county or consolidated group of counties 
administering human services within a designated area in accordance with 
an agreement or plan approved by the department.

15. "Juvenile court" means the district court of this state.

14.16. "Juvenile drug court" means a program established in a judicial district 
consisting of intervention and assessment of juveniles involved in forms of 
substance abuse; frequent drug testing; intense judicial and probation 
supervision; individual, group, and family counseling; substance abuse 
treatment; educational opportunities; and use of sanctions and incentives.
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15.17. "Permanency hearing" means a hearing, conducted with respect to a child 
who is in foster care, to determine the permanency plan for the child which 
includes:

a. Whether and, if applicable, when the child will be returned to the 
parent;

b. Whether and, if applicable, when the child will be placed for adoption 
and the state will file a petition for termination of parental rights;

c. Whether and, if applicable, when a fit and willing relative or other 
appropriate individual will be appointed as a legal guardian;

d. Whether and, if applicable, to place siblings in the same foster care, 
relative, guardianship, or adoptive placement, unless it is determined 
that the joint placement would be contrary to the safety or well-being 
of any of the siblings;

e. Whether and, if applicable, in the case of siblings removed from their 
home who are not jointly placed, to provide for frequent visitation or 
other ongoing interaction between the siblings, unless it is determined 
to be contrary to the safety or well-being of any of the siblings;

f. In cases in which a compelling reason has been shown that it would 
not be in the child's best interests to return home, to have parental 
rights terminated, to be placed for adoption, to be placed with a fit and 
willing relative, or to be placed with a legal guardian, whether and, if 
applicable, when the child, aged sixteen or older, will be placed in 
another planned permanent living arrangement. The court shall:

(1) Ask the child whether the child has a desired permanency 
outcome of another planned permanent living arrangement,

(2) Make a judicial determination explaining why another planned 
permanent living arrangement is the best permanency plan for 
the child, and

(3) Identify the compelling reasons it continues not to be in the best 
interest of the child to return home, be placed for adoption, be 
placed with a legal guardian, or be placed with a fit and willing 
relative;

g. In the case of a child who has been placed in foster care outside the 
state in which the home of the parents is located, or if the parents 
maintain separate homes, outside the state in which the home of the 
parent who was the child's primary caregiver is located, whether 
out-of-state placements have been considered. If the child is currently 
in an out-of-state placement, the court shall determine whether the 
placement continues to be appropriate and in the child's best 
interests; and

h. In the case of a child who has attained age fourteen, the services 
needed to assist the child to make the transition to successful 
adulthood.

16.18. "Protective supervision" means supervision ordered by the court of 
children found to be deprived or unruly.

Page No. 10 19.8057.01001 



17.19. "Relative" means:

a. The child's grandparent, great-grandparent, sibling, half-sibling, aunt, 
great-aunt, uncle, great-uncle, nephew, niece, or first cousin;

b. An individual with a relationship to the child, derived through a current 
or former spouse of the child's parent, similar to a relationship 
described in subdivision a;

c. An individual recognized in the child's community as having a 
relationship with the child similar to a relationship described in 
subdivision a; or

d. The child's stepparent.

18.20. "Shelter care" means temporary care of a child in physically unrestricted 
facilities.

19.21. "Unruly child" means a child who:

a. Is habitually and without justification truant from school;

b. Is habitually disobedient of the reasonable and lawful commands of 
the child's parent, guardian, or other custodian and is ungovernable or 
who is willfully in a situation dangerous or injurious to the health, 
safety, or morals of the child or others;

c. Has committed an offense applicable only to a child, except for an 
offense committed by a minor fourteen years of age or older under 
subsection 2 of section 12.1-31-03 or an equivalent local ordinance or 
resolution;

d. Has committed an offense in violation of section 5-01-08; or

e. Is under the age of fourteen years and has purchased, possessed, 
smoked, or used tobacco, tobacco-related products, electronic 
smoking devices, or alternative nicotine products in violation of 
subsection 2 of section 12.1-31-03; and

f. In any of the foregoing instances is in need of treatment or 
rehabilitation.

As used in this subsection, "electronic smoking devices" and "alternative 
nicotine products" have the same meaning as in section 12.1-31-03.

20.22. "Willfully" has the meaning provided in section 12.1-02-02."

Page 17, replace lines 1 through 17 with:

"SECTION 26. AMENDMENT. Section 27-20-20.1 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

27-20-20.1. Petition to terminate parental rights - When brought - 
Definitions.

1. A petition to terminate parental rights may be made as provided under this 
section and section 27-20-45.
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2. Except as provided in subsection 3, a petition for termination of parental 
rights must be filed:

a. If the child has been in foster care, in the custody of the department or 
county social service board, or, in cases arising out of an adjudication 
by the court that a child is an unruly child, the division of juvenile 
services, for at least four hundred fifty out of the previous six hundred 
sixty nights;

b. Within sixty days after a court of competent jurisdiction has found the 
child to be an abandoned infant; or

c. Within sixty days after a court of competent jurisdiction has convicted 
the child's parent of one of the following crimes, or of an offense under 
the laws of another jurisdiction which requires proof of substantially 
similar elements:

(1) A violation of section 12.1-16-01, 12.1-16-02, or 12.1-16-03, or 
subsection 1 of section 14-09-22 in which the victim is another 
child of the parent;

(2) Aiding, abetting, attempting, conspiring, or soliciting a violation 
of section 12.1-16-01, 12.1-16-02, or 12.1-16-03 in which the 
victim is a child of the parent; or

(3) A violation of section 12.1-17-02 in which the victim is a child of 
the parent and has suffered serious bodily injury.

3. A petition for termination of parental rights need not be filed if:

a. The child is being cared for by a relative approved by the department 
in collaboration with the county social service board;

b. The department or county social service board has documented in the 
case plan a compelling reason for determining that filing such a 
petition would not be in the child's best interests and has notified the 
court that the documentation is available for review by the court; or

c. The department or county social service board has determined:

(1) Reasonable efforts to preserve and reunify the family are 
required under section 27-20-32.2 to be made with respect to 
the child;

(2) The case plan provides such services are necessary for the safe 
return of the child to the child's home; and

(3) Such services have not been provided consistent with time 
periods described in the case plan.

4. For purposes of subsection 2, a child in foster care entered foster care on 
the earlier of:

a. The date of the court's order if the court:

(1) Made a finding that the child has been subjected to child abuse 
or neglect;
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(2) Determined that it is unsafe or contrary to the welfare of the 
child to remain in the home; and

(3) Granted custody of the child to the department or county social 
service board or, in cases arising out of an adjudication by the 
court that a child is an unruly child, the division of juvenile 
services; or

b. The date that is sixty days after:

(1) The date of a hearing under section 27-20-17 which results in 
retaining a child in shelter care;

(2) The date of an order in a dispositional hearing under which a 
child is placed in foster care; or

(3) The date a child is placed in foster care voluntarily and with the 
consent of the child's parent.

5. For purposes of subsection 2, a child leaves foster care when:

a. The court enters an order:

(1) Denying a petition to grant care, custody, and control of the child 
to the departmentcounty social service board or the division of 
juvenile services;

(2) Terminating an order that granted custody of the child to the 
department, the county social service board, or the division of 
juvenile services; or

(3) Appointing a legal guardian under section 27-20-48.1;

b. The court order under which the child entered foster care ends by 
operation of law;

c. The child is placed in a parental home by the court or a legal 
custodian other than the division of juvenile services and the legal 
custodian lacks authority to remove the child without further order of 
the court; or

d. The child is placed in a parental home by the division of juvenile 
services.

6. For purposes of subsection 2, a child is not in foster care on any night 
during which the child is:

a. On a trial home visit;

b. Receiving services at the youth correctional center pursuant to an 
adjudication of delinquency; or

c. Absent without leave from the place in which the child was receiving 
foster care.

7. For purposes of this section:

a. "A finding that the child has been subjected to child abuse or neglect" 
means:
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(1) A finding of deprivation made under chapter 27-20; or

(2) A conviction of a person, responsible for a child's welfare, for 
conduct involving the child, under chapter 12.1-16 or sections 
12.1-17-01 through 12.1-17-04 or 12.1-20-01 through 
12.1-20-08.

b. "Compelling reason" means a recorded statement that reflects 
consideration of:

(1) The child's age;

(2) The portion of the child's life spent living in the household of a 
parent of the child;

(3) The availability of an adoptive home suitable to the child's 
needs;

(4) Whether the child has special needs; and

(5) The expressed wishes of a child age ten or older.

c. "Department" means the department of human services or its 
designee, including any county social service board.

SECTION 27. AMENDMENT. Section 27-20-20.1 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

27-20-20.1. Petition to terminate parental rights - When brought - 
Definitions.

1. A petition to terminate parental rights may be made as provided under this 
section and section 27-20-45.

2. Except as provided in subsection 3, a petition for termination of parental 
rights must be filed:

a. If the child has been in foster care, in the custody of the department, 
human service zone, or county social service board, or, in cases 
arising out of an adjudication by the court that a child is an unruly 
child, the division of juvenile services, for at least four hundred fifty out 
of the previous six hundred sixty nights;

b. Within sixty days after a court of competent jurisdiction has found the 
child to be an abandoned infant; or

c. Within sixty days after a court of competent jurisdiction has convicted 
the child's parent of one of the following crimes, or of an offense under 
the laws of another jurisdiction which requires proof of substantially 
similar elements:

(1) A violation of section 12.1-16-01, 12.1-16-02, or 12.1-16-03, or 
subsection 1 of section 14-09-22 in which the victim is another 
child of the parent;

(2) Aiding, abetting, attempting, conspiring, or soliciting a violation 
of section 12.1-16-01, 12.1-16-02, or 12.1-16-03 in which the 
victim is a child of the parent; or
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(3) A violation of section 12.1-17-02 in which the victim is a child of 
the parent and has suffered serious bodily injury.

3. A petition for termination of parental rights need not be filed if:

a. The child is being cared for by a relative approved by the department 
in collaboration with the county social service boardand human 
service zone;

b. The department, human service zone, or county social service board 
has documented in the case plan a compelling reason for determining 
that filing such a petition would not be in the child's best interests and 
has notified the court that the documentation is available for review by 
the court; or

c. The department or county social service board before January 1, 
2021, or the human service zone has determined:

(1) Reasonable efforts to preserve and reunify the family are 
required under section 27-20-32.2 to be made with respect to 
the child;

(2) The case plan provides such services are necessary for the safe 
return of the child to the child's home; and

(3) Such services have not been provided consistent with time 
periods described in the case plan.

4. For purposes of subsection 2, a child in foster care entered foster care on 
the earlier of:

a. The date of the court's order if the court:

(1) Made a finding that the child has been subjected to child abuse 
or neglect;

(2) Determined that it is unsafe or contrary to the welfare of the 
child to remain in the home; and

(3) Granted custody of the child to the department, human service 
zone, or county social service board or, in cases arising out of 
an adjudication by the court that a child is an unruly child, the 
division of juvenile services; or

b. The date that is sixty days after:

(1) The date of a hearing under section 27-20-17 which results in 
retaining a child in shelter care;

(2) The date of an order in a dispositional hearing under which a 
child is placed in foster care; or

(3) The date a child is placed in foster care voluntarily and with the 
consent of the child's parent.

5. For purposes of subsection 2, a child leaves foster care when:

a. The court enters an order:
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(1) Denying a petition to grant care, custody, and control of the child 
to the county social service boardhuman service zone or the 
division of juvenile services;

(2) Terminating an order that granted custody of the child to the 
department, the county social service board,human service zone 
or the division of juvenile services; or

(3) Appointing a legal guardian under section 27-20-48.1;

b. The court order under which the child entered foster care ends by 
operation of law;

c. The child is placed in a parental home by the court or a legal 
custodian other than the division of juvenile services and the legal 
custodian lacks authority to remove the child without further order of 
the court; or

d. The child is placed in a parental home by the division of juvenile 
services.

6. For purposes of subsection 2, a child is not in foster care on any night 
during which the child is:

a. On a trial home visit;

b. Receiving services at the youth correctional center pursuant to an 
adjudication of delinquency; or

c. Absent without leave from the place in which the child was receiving 
foster care.

7. For purposes of this section:

a. "A finding that the child has been subjected to child abuse or neglect" 
means:

(1) A finding of deprivation made under chapter 27-20; or

(2) A conviction of a person, responsible for a child's welfare, for 
conduct involving the child, under chapter 12.1-16 or sections 
12.1-17-01 through 12.1-17-04 or 12.1-20-01 through 
12.1-20-08.

b. "Compelling reason" means a recorded statement that reflects 
consideration of:

(1) The child's age;

(2) The portion of the child's life spent living in the household of a 
parent of the child;

(3) The availability of an adoptive home suitable to the child's 
needs;

(4) Whether the child has special needs; and

(5) The expressed wishes of a child age ten or older.
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c. "Department" means the department of human services or its 
designee, including any county social service board.

d. "Human service zone" means a county or consolidated group of 
counties administering human services within a designated area in 
accordance with an agreement or plan approved by the department."

Page 19, line 1, after "the" insert "human service zone and the"

Page 19, line 10, after "The" insert "human service zone and the"

Page 20, after line 10, insert:

"SECTION 31. AMENDMENT. Section 27-20-38 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

27-20-38. Rights and duties of legal custodian.

A custodian to whom legal custody has been given by the court under this 
chapter has:

1. The right to the physical custody of the child and the right to determine the 
nature of the care, placement, and treatment of the child, including 
ordinary medical care as well as medical or surgical treatment for a serious 
physical condition or illness which in the opinion of a licensed physician 
requires prompt treatment, except for any limits the court may impose.

2. The right and duty to provide for the care, protection, training, and 
education and the physical, mental, and moral welfare of the child, subject 
to the conditions and limitations of the order and to the remaining rights 
and duties of the child's parents or guardian.

3. A duty within thirty days after the removal of a child from the custody of the 
parent or parents of the child for the purpose of placement into foster care, 
to exercise due diligence to identify and provide notice to the following 
relatives: all parents of a sibling of the child entering foster care who have 
legal custody of the sibling, all adult grandparents, and any other adult 
suggested by the parents, subject to exceptions due to family or domestic 
violence, that:

a. Specifies that the child has been or is being removed from the custody 
of the parent or parents of the child;

b. Explains the options the relative has under federal, state, and local 
law to participate in the care and placement of the child, including any 
options that may be lost by failing to respond to the notice;

c. Describes the requirements and standards to become a foster family 
home and the additional services and supports that are available for 
children placed in that home; and

d. Describes how the relative of the child may enter into an agreement 
with the department and county social service board to receive a 
subsidized guardianship payment.

4. For purposes of this section, "sibling of the child entering foster care" 
means:
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a. A brother or sister who has at least one biological or adoptive parent 
in common;

b. A fictive brother or sister with a significant bond as identified by the 
child or parent; or

c. A child that would have been considered a sibling but for the 
termination or other disruption of parental rights, including a death of a 
parent.

SECTION 32. AMENDMENT. Section 27-20-38 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

27-20-38. Rights and duties of legal custodian.

A custodian to whom legal custody has been given by the court under this 
chapter has:

1. The right to the physical custody of the child and the right to determine the 
nature of the care, placement, and treatment of the child, including 
ordinary medical care as well as medical or surgical treatment for a serious 
physical condition or illness which in the opinion of a licensed physician 
requires prompt treatment, except for any limits the court may impose.

2. The right and duty to provide for the care, protection, training, and 
education and the physical, mental, and moral welfare of the child, subject 
to the conditions and limitations of the order and to the remaining rights 
and duties of the child's parents or guardian.

3. A duty within thirty days after the removal of a child from the custody of the 
parent or parents of the child for the purpose of placement into foster care, 
to exercise due diligence to identify and provide notice to the following 
relatives: all parents of a sibling of the child entering foster care who have 
legal custody of the sibling, all adult grandparents, and any other adult 
suggested by the parents, subject to exceptions due to family or domestic 
violence, that:

a. Specifies that the child has been or is being removed from the custody 
of the parent or parents of the child;

b. Explains the options the relative has under federal, state, and local 
law to participate in the care and placement of the child, including any 
options that may be lost by failing to respond to the notice;

c. Describes the requirements and standards to become a foster family 
home and the additional services and supports that are available for 
children placed in that home; and

d. Describes how the relative of the child may enter into an agreement 
with the department and county social service boardhuman service 
zone to receive a subsidized guardianship payment.

4. For purposes of this section, "sibling of the child entering foster care" 
means:

a. A brother or sister who has at least one biological or adoptive parent 
in common;
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b. A fictive brother or sister with a significant bond as identified by the 
child or parent; or

c. A child that would have been considered a sibling but for the 
termination or other disruption of parental rights, including a death of a 
parent."

Page 20, after line 31, insert:

"SECTION 34. AMENDMENT. Section 27-20-45 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

27-20-45. Proceeding for termination of parental rights.

1. The petition must comply with section 27-20-21 and state clearly that an 
order for termination of parental rights is requested and that the effect will 
be as stated in section 27-20-46.

2. If both of the natural parents of the child are not named in the petition 
either as petitioner or as respondent, the court shall cause inquiry to be 
made of the petitioner and other appropriate persons in an effort to identify 
an unnamed parent. The inquiry must include, to the extent necessary and 
appropriate, all of the following:

a. Whether any man is presumed to be the father of the child under 
chapter 14-20.

b. Whether the natural mother of the child was cohabiting with a man at 
the time of conception or birth of the child.

c. Whether the natural mother of the child has received from any man 
support payments or promises of support with respect to the child or in 
connection with her pregnancy.

d. Whether any person has formally or informally acknowledged or 
declared that person's possible parentage of the child.

e. Whether any person claims any right to custody of the child.

3. The court shall add as respondent to the petition and cause to be served 
with a summons any person identified by the court as an unnamed parent, 
unless the person has relinquished parental rights, or parental rights have 
been previously terminated by a court.

4. If the court, after inquiry, is unable to identify an unnamed parent and no 
person has appeared in the proceeding claiming to be an unnamed parent 
of the child or to have any right of custody of the child, the court shall enter 
an order terminating all parental rights of the unnamed parent with 
reference to the child and the parent and child relationship.

5. If a petition for termination of parental rights is made by a parent of the 
child under this section or if a parent consents to termination of parental 
rights under section 27-20-44, that parent is entitled under section 
27-20-26 to legal counsel during all stages of a proceeding to terminate the 
parent and child relationship.
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6. Subject to the disposition of an appeal, upon the expiration of thirty days 
after an order terminating parental rights is issued under this section, the 
order cannot be questioned by any person, including the petitioner, in any 
manner, or upon any ground, including fraud, misrepresentation, failure to 
give any required notice, or lack of jurisdiction of the parties or of the 
subject matter, unless the person retained custody of the child.

7. At least ten days before the petition is heard, the clerk of district court or 
juvenile court shall provide a copy of the petition and summons, if any, to 
the county social service board and the department of human services.

SECTION 35. AMENDMENT. Section 27-20-45 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

27-20-45. Proceeding for termination of parental rights.

1. The petition must comply with section 27-20-21 and state clearly that an 
order for termination of parental rights is requested and that the effect will 
be as stated in section 27-20-46.

2. If both of the natural parents of the child are not named in the petition 
either as petitioner or as respondent, the court shall cause inquiry to be 
made of the petitioner and other appropriate persons in an effort to identify 
an unnamed parent. The inquiry must include, to the extent necessary and 
appropriate, all of the following:

a. Whether any man is presumed to be the father of the child under 
chapter 14-20.

b. Whether the natural mother of the child was cohabiting with a man at 
the time of conception or birth of the child.

c. Whether the natural mother of the child has received from any man 
support payments or promises of support with respect to the child or in 
connection with her pregnancy.

d. Whether any person has formally or informally acknowledged or 
declared that person's possible parentage of the child.

e. Whether any person claims any right to custody of the child.

3. The court shall add as respondent to the petition and cause to be served 
with a summons any person identified by the court as an unnamed parent, 
unless the person has relinquished parental rights, or parental rights have 
been previously terminated by a court.

4. If the court, after inquiry, is unable to identify an unnamed parent and no 
person has appeared in the proceeding claiming to be an unnamed parent 
of the child or to have any right of custody of the child, the court shall enter 
an order terminating all parental rights of the unnamed parent with 
reference to the child and the parent and child relationship.

5. If a petition for termination of parental rights is made by a parent of the 
child under this section or if a parent consents to termination of parental 
rights under section 27-20-44, that parent is entitled under section 
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27-20-26 to legal counsel during all stages of a proceeding to terminate the 
parent and child relationship.

6. Subject to the disposition of an appeal, upon the expiration of thirty days 
after an order terminating parental rights is issued under this section, the 
order cannot be questioned by any person, including the petitioner, in any 
manner, or upon any ground, including fraud, misrepresentation, failure to 
give any required notice, or lack of jurisdiction of the parties or of the 
subject matter, unless the person retained custody of the child.

7. At least ten days before the petition is heard, the clerk of district court or 
juvenile court shall provide a copy of the petition and summons, if any, to 
the county social service boardhuman service zone and the department of 
human services.

SECTION 36. AMENDMENT. Section 27-20-47 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

27-20-47. Disposition upon termination of parental rights.

1. If, upon entering an order terminating the parental rights of a parent, there 
is no parent having parental rights, the court shall:

a. Commit the child to the custody of the executive director of the 
department of human servicescounty social service director or a 
licensed child-placing agency willing to accept custody for the purpose 
of placing the child for adoption or, in the absence thereof, in a foster 
home;

b. Appoint a fit and willing relative or other appropriate individual as the 
child's legal guardian; or

c. Establish some other planned permanent living arrangement.

2. The custodian has the rights of a legal custodian and authority to consent 
to the child's adoption, marriage, enlistment in the armed forces of the 
United States, and surgical and other medical treatment.

3. If the child is not placed for adoption within twelve months after the date of 
the order and a legal guardianship or other planned permanent living 
arrangement for the child has not been established by a court of 
competent jurisdiction, the child must be returned to the court issuing the 
original termination order for entry of further orders for the care, custody, 
and control of the child.

SECTION 37. AMENDMENT. Section 27-20-47 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

27-20-47. Disposition upon termination of parental rights.

1. If, upon entering an order terminating the parental rights of a parent, there 
is no parent having parental rights, the court shall:

a. Commit the child to the custody of the county social servicehuman 
service zone director or a licensed child-placing agency willing to 
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accept custody for the purpose of placing the child for adoption or, in 
the absence thereof, in a foster home;

b. Appoint a fit and willing relative or other appropriate individual as the 
child's legal guardian; or

c. Establish some other planned permanent living arrangement.

2. The custodian has the rights of a legal custodian and authority to consent 
to the child's adoption, marriage, enlistment in the armed forces of the 
United States, and surgical and other medical treatment.

3. If the child is not placed for adoption within twelve months after the date of 
the order and a legal guardianship or other planned permanent living 
arrangement for the child has not been established by a court of 
competent jurisdiction, the child must be returned to the court issuing the 
original termination order for entry of further orders for the care, custody, 
and control of the child."

Page 22, line 1, after the fifth "the" insert "host"

Page 22, line 1, remove "in"

Page 22, line 2, remove "which the human service zone office is located"

Page 27, line 5, after "director" insert "or department of human services"

Page 28, line 3, replace "department of human services" with "human service zone board"

Page 28, line 4, replace "department of human services" with "human service zone board"

Page 28, line 10, after the underscored comma insert "or the director's designee,"

Page 29, line 27, remove "human"

Page 29, line 27, overstrike "service"

Page 29, line 27, replace "zone" with "department of human services"

Page 32, line 18, after "2." insert ""H  ost county" means the county within the human service   
zone in which the human service zone administrative office is located and in which the 
human service zone team members are employed.

3."

Page 32, line 19, replace the second "a" with "an agreement or"

Page 32, line 21, replace "3." with "4."

Page 32, line 21, replace "department employee" with "human service zone team member"

Page 32, line 22, replace "president" with "presiding officer"

Page 32, line 24, replace "4." with "5."

Page 32, line 27, replace "5." with "6."

Page 33, line 7, replace "6." with "7."

Page 33, line 15, replace "7." with "8."
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Page 34, line 16, replace "proposal" with "agreement"

Page 34, line 17, remove "by September     15, 2019"  

Page 34, line 17, overstrike ", together with a plan for the creation of"

Page 34, line 18, replace "a human service zone" with "no later than December 1, 2019. The 
agreement must identify the proposed counties of the human service zone, host 
county, and identify the human service zone board members. The department shall 
review and approve all agreements in accordance with section 50  -  01.1  -  03. The   
department may modify the agreements as specified in section 50  -  01.1  -  03 or if some   
of the counties are not included in a human service zone. If counties do not submit an 
agreement, the department shall create the human service zone"

Page 34, line 18, after "The" insert "board of county commissioners shall submit a"

Page 34, line 18, overstrike "must be prepared"

Page 34, line 19, after "50-01.1-04" insert "by June 1, 2020. The department shall approve the 
plan in accordance with section 50  -  01.1  -  04 by January 1, 2021. The board of county   
commissioners shall provide quarterly updates as requested by the department to the 
department after the agreement is approved until the plan is submitted as requested"

Page 34, line 20, replace "proposal" with "agreement and proposed plan"

Page 34, line 27, replace the first "a" with "an agreement and"

Page 35, line 6, remove ", who must remain"

Page 35, replace lines 7 through 20 with ". The counties' plan must specify any role transitions 
for human service zone team members as well as the procedures for team member 
grievances, appeals, and disciplinary actions. The counties' plan must also permit the 
department authority to reduce full  -  time equivalent positions in combination with a   
transfer of the positions. The component of the plan developed under this subsection 
must be consistent with merit system requirements, chapter 54  -  44.3 and corresponding   
rules, and the template developed by the department for the human service zone plans 
under section 50  -  06  -  01.4.  

10. The counties' plan must specify that reductions in access points may only 
be made with agreement of the human service zone board, the county 
commissions of affected counties, and the department.

11. The counties' plan must include information regarding the human service 
zone's liability coverage for the human service zone board, human service 
zone director, human service zone team members, human service zone 
property, and any unique contractual relationships with the state, other 
human service zones, or other entities.

12. Counties' plan must include a statement of agreement between the human 
service zone and the department allowing for review of proposed transfers 
of staff from the human service zone to the department, from the 
department to the human service zone, or among other human service 
zones. Approval by human service zone board or the county commissions 
is not required.
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13. Counties' plan must include a description of all unique locally-provided 
programs and services that the counties are proposing to continue to 
provide within the human service zone and to be funded under this plan.

14. Counties' agreement and plan must set forth the membership of the human 
service zone board of a human service zone. The human service zone 
board may not consist of more than fifteen members, as determined by the 
boards of county commissioners."

Page 37, line 2, replace "December     1, 2019  " with "January 1, 2020"

Page 39, line 28, replace "proposed or budgeted" with "approved by the department"

Page 39, line 29, replace "or" with "and"

Page 40, line 13, replace "and" with "or"

Page 40, line 13, after "department" insert ", or both"

Page 40, line 14, after the first "the" insert "host"

Page 40, after line 17 insert "host"

Page 40, line 18, remove "in which the human service zone office is located"

Page 40, line 20, overstrike "audit" and insert immediately thereafter "establish procedures for 
the review and approval of"

Page 40, line 21, after "director" insert "or designee"

Page 40, line 23, replace ", for the county in which the human service zone office is located" 
with "of the host county"

Page 41, line 1, overstrike "3. The"

Page 41, line 1, remove "human service zone"

Page 41, line 1, overstrike "board of a"

Page 41, line 1, remove the second "human"

Page 41, line 1, overstrike "service"

Page 41, line 2, remove "zone"

Page 41, line 2, overstrike "consists of not more than fifteen members, as determined by the 
plan. The"

Page 41, overstrike line 3

Page 41, line 4, overstrike "appointed by each county within the"

Page 41, line 4, remove "human"

Page 41, line 4, overstrike "service"

Page 41, line 22, remove "zone"

Page 41, line 22, overstrike the period

Page 42, after line 22, insert:
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"12. Employ a human service zone director who shall serve as the presiding 
officer of the human service zone board.

13. Collaborate with the department and other human service zones to ensure 
the provision of quality, effective, and efficient human services to the 
citizens of North Dakota."

Page 42, after line 25, insert:

"Human service zone directors:"

Page 42, line 26, replace "department of human services" with "human service zone"

Page 42, line 28, replace "president" with "presiding officer"

Page 43, line 2, replace "county" with "human service zone board"

Page 43, line 2, after the first "of" insert "approved and funded"

Page 43, line 2, remove "approved by the board of"

Page 43, line 3, remove "county commissioners of the county by which the staff position is 
employed"

Page 43, line 4, replace "county commissioners or other" with "the department and"

Page 43, line 4, after "appropriate" insert "host"

Page 43, line 8, after "commissioners" insert ", the human service zone board,"

Page 43, after line 9, insert:

"7. Shall establish, in partnership with the department, equitable 
compensation for all human service zone team members within 
established appropriation.

8. Shall develop a budget for the human service zone in partnership with the 
department and other human service zone directors to ensure the 
administration of human services.

9. May serve as a designee of the department to supervise department 
employees assigned to or located within the human service zone.

10. Are the custodian designees of the executive director of the department for 
any child in the custody of the department."

Page 43, line 22, after "2." insert "The department shall develop a system of progressive 
discipline to address performance issues within the human service zone. The system 
shall reserve the most serious actions for severe or chronic failure to meet the 
standards adopted under subsection     1.  

3. The department shall provide ongoing performance notifications to the 
human service zone board and human service zone director related to the 
overall compliance with the standards of administration.

4."

Page 43, after line 29, insert:
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"e. Recommend disciplinary action to the human service zone director or 
the human service zone board.

SECTION 70.   A new section to chapter 50-01.1 of the North Dakota Century   
Code is created and enacted as follows:

Human service zone director hiring.

The department must be an active participant in the hiring process of the human 
service zone director and shall designate at least two individuals to participate on the 
interview panel.”

Page 44, line 2, remove the overstrike over the overstruck colon

Page 44, line 3, remove the overstrike over "1. "Department""

Page 44, line 3, remove ""  department  "  "

Page 44, after line 25, insert:

"2. "  Host county  "   means the county within the human service zone in which   
the human service zone administrative office is located and in which the 
human service zone team members are employed."

Page 45, line 8, remove "from the human service zone"

Page 45, line 9, replace the first "board" with "a vice presiding officer and appoint"

Page 45, line 10, replace "president" with "presiding officer"

Page 45, line 26, replace "of   forty  -  five dollars per day, not to exceed twenty  -  five days in any   
one year" with "established by the host county commission, upon consultation with the 
other county commissions in the human service zone, consistent with the rate of 
compensation for members of other appointed boards within the member counties and 
not to exceed the compensation and expense reimbursement of members of the 
legislative assembly"

Page 46, line 21, replace "Audit" with "Establish procedures for the review and approval of"

Page 47, after line 5, insert:

"5. Hire, supervise, and take other personnel actions related to the human 
service zone director with direct consultation and involvement from the 
department. Employment must be consistent with the provisions of any 
law, rule, order, or regulation of the United States or any federal agency or 
authority requiring civil service or merit standards or classifications as a 
condition for providing funds administered by the department. A human 
service zone director must be hired by April 1, 2020.

6. Hear and act on employee grievances in accordance with the human 
service zone plan and in compliance with merit system requirements."

Page 49, line 6, after "The" insert "appointing"

Page 49, line 8, replace "president" with "presiding officer"

Page 50, line 15, after the third comma insert "quality control,"

Page 51, after line 23, insert:
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"3. By August 1, 2019, t  he department shall establish a template for the   
development of human service zone plans, including process and content 
requirements, access point expectations, client grievances procedures, 
human resources, and locally funded programs or services and how those 
services will be addressed.

4. The department shall develop, with assistance from the North Dakota 
association of counties, a process for consultation and technical 
assistance for human service zone working groups by August 1, 2019."

Page 57, line 6, after "zone" insert ", unless otherwise directed or determined by the 
department"

Page 59, line 13, after "The" insert "executive"

Page 59, line 13, after "director" insert "of the department"

Page 61, line 31, remove "and"

Page 62, line 2, overstrike the period and insert immediately thereafter "; and

i. Programs and services unique to the human service zone which have 
been included in the approved human service zone plan."

Page 63, line 15, replace the second "a" with "an agreement or"

Page 68, line 1, after "budget" insert ", approved by the state agency,"

Page 69, line 16, replace the second "a" with "an agreement or"

Page 83, line 22, replace the second "a" with "an agreement or"

Page 86, line 11, overstrike "county social service"

Page 86, line 12, overstrike "board" and insert immediately thereafter "human service zone"

Page 87, line 3, overstrike "of human services"

Page 89, line 10, replace the second "a" with "an agreement or"

Page 93, line 4, replace the second "a" with "an agreement or"

Page 94, line 11, overstrike "director of the regional human service center" and insert 
immediately thereafter "human service zone director who shall serve as presiding 
officer"

Page 94, line 12, overstrike "with the consent of the"

Page 94, line 13, overstrike "director of the"

Page 94, line 13, remove "human"

Page 94, line 13, overstrike "service"

Page 94, line 13, remove "zone"

Page 94, line 18, overstrike "shall" and insert immediately thereafter "may"

Page 96, line 2, replace the second "a" with "an agreement or"

Page 97, line 27, replace the second "a" with "an agreement or"
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Page 97, line 29, replace "department employee" with "human service zone team member"

Page 97, line 30, replace "president" with "presiding officer"

Page 98, line 20, after "Application" insert "- Study"

Page 98, line 30 replace "the director shall hire the human service zone director." with "During 
the 2019  -  20 interim, the department shall consider options for allowing a human   
service zone to opt in to state employment. The study must identify under what 
conditions a transition to state employment may be desirable for a human service 
zone; outline the governance process for choosing to opt in to state employment, 
including a description of the role of the human service zone board, county 
commissions, and the department; and include a template and potential timeline for 
any zone choosing to make the transition to state employment."

Page 100, line 15, after the underscored period insert "The spending authority of the human 
service zone must be increased based on the approved, adjusted, or modified formula 
payment."

Page 106, after line 28, insert:

"SECTION 135. AMENDMENT. Subsection 3 of section 57-20-07.3 of the North 
Dakota Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

3. The amount of credit is determined by multiplying the company's assessed 
tax by a fraction, the numerator of which is the total of all formula 
payments calculated for the subsequent calendar year under section 
50-34-0350-35-03 and the denominator of which is the total statewide ad 
valorem property tax levied in the prior taxable year."

Page 109, line 3, replace "twenty-eight" with "twenty-three"

Page 109, line 27, replace "twenty-eight" with "twenty-three"

Page 109, line 30, replace "Nineteen" with "Four"

Page 109, line 30, after "zone" insert "operational"

Page 109, line 31, replace "of" with "to provide supervision and technical assistance to"

Page 110, after line 22, insert:

"i. Ten full-time equivalent positions to serve as quality control to the 
human service zones."

Page 110, line 27, replace "50" with "64"

Page 110, line 28, replace "117" with "132"

Page 110, line 28, replace "118" with "133"

Page 110, line 28, replace "and 119" with "134, and 135"

Page 110, line 29, replace "46" with "13, 15, 16 through 25, 27 through 30, 32, 33, 35, 37 
through 60"

Page 110, line 29, replace "51" with "65"

Page 110, line 29, replace "59" with "74"
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Page 110, line 29, replace "61" with "76"

Page 110, line 29, replace "67" with "82"

Page 110, line 29, replace "69" with "84"

Page 110, line 29, replace "76" with "91"

Page 110, line 29, replace "78" with "93"

Page 110, line 29, replace "114" with "129"

Page 110, line 30, replace "116" with "131"

Page 110, line 30, replace "120" with "136"

Page 110, line 30, replace "121" with "137"

Page 110, line 30, replace "123" with "139"

Page 110, line 30, replace "124" with "140"

Page 110, after line 30, insert:

"SECTION 142. EXPIRATION DATE. Sections 14, 26, 31, 34, and 36 of this Act 
are effective through December 31, 2019, and after that date are ineffective."

Page 111, line 1, replace "115" with "130"

Renumber accordingly
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