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HB 1339 – Related to Dangerous Weapons at a public gathering 

Testimony in opposition 

Michael Heilman – Executive Director North Dakota Small Organized School 

February 13, 2021 

 

Chairman Klemin and members of the House Judiciary Committee, my name is Michael Heilman. I am 

the Executive Director of the North Dakota Small Organized Schools (NDSOS). I represent 154-member 

school districts of the North Dakota Small Organized Schools. NDSOS stands in opposition to of HB 1339 

as it is currently written. 

The bill as written eliminates language that is commonly used in school districts to define dangerous 

weapons, for example this excerpt is from a school’s actual policy and is common/similar for many 

schools: 

“Weapon includes, but is not limited to any knife, razor, ice pick, explosive, smoke bomb, 

incendiary device, firearm, slingshot, bludgeon, brass knuckles or artificial knuckles of any kind, 

or any object that can reasonably be considered a weapon, dangerous instrument, or look-alike.” 

Clarifying language of this type is often used in school policy to avoid confusion and/or litigation.  

The second concern is the language in Section 2., 62.1-02-05 subsection 1 line seven that references a 

school building. There are many school sponsored and/or sanctioned events that do not take place in a 

school building. This language should include all school sponsored or sanctioned events.  

NDSOS stands in strong opposition to this bill without changes that reflect the intent of the two 

concerns raised in this testimony.   

Thank you Chairman Klemin and member of the House Judiciary Committee.  
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