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March 3, 2021 

To: Chairman Ray Holmberg and Members of the Senate Appropriations Committee 

HB: 1012 – In Opposition 

Good day: 

I am Debra Johnson, CEO of Prairie Harvest Mental Health in Grand Forks. Thank you for 

your work and support of programs that affect our most vulnerable adults – those with serious 

mental illness. Today I will provide testimony that indicates why Prairie Harvest Mental Health 

is in opposition to HB1012 which if approved as it stands now will put the safety and 

wellbeing of consumers who are at risk of losing vital housing and services that support them 

on their mental health recovery journey. 

 

Prairie Harvest Mental Health provides Therapeutic Services as well as Supported 

Residential Services under a contract with Northeast Human Service Center. 

 

Since our inception in 1991 Prairie Harvest Mental Health has worked in a unique and 

successful partnership with Northeast Human Service Center. This structure has allowed us 

to focus on our respective strengths. Northeast Human Service Center provides the treatment 

services and along with Prairie Harvest Mental Health in a team approach with the consumer 

Therapeutic Services as well as Supported Residential Services are delivered in a recovery 

based, consumer focused manner. 
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Over the years Prairie Harvest Mental Health has raised over $4 million in grants to build 42 

units of permanent supportive housing all at varying levels of support (see attached Exhibit  

A). These properties were grant funded and currently have zero debt. Development was 

accomplished by working with Northeast Human Service Center to provide long-term 

supportive services so that consumers who need long-term support are able to live in an 

environment that suits their sometimes complex needs. In addition to the bricks and mortar 

raised to build the Prairie Harvest Mental Health Permanent Supportive Housing revenues 

are generated in the form of rents (paid by vouchers) to pay the utilities and maintenance as 

well as funds to replace needed capital expenses (roof, furnace, etc.). There are no 

remaining funds for programming needs.  

 

The State Contract has historically contracted for the therapeutic needs by establishing a 

daily rate (Exhibit A). 

 

Our partnership with Northeast Human Service Center has allowed consumers to remain in 

the community which is, of course healthier as well as cost effective. Our data indicates for 

example that one young man prior to receiving Prairie Harvest services experienced 193 

days in institutional care. He lived in Prairie Harvest Housing beginning in 2004. The Prairie 

Harvest permanent supportive housing enabled him to work on his recovery, resulting in his 

hospitalization days decreasing to 46 in 2009, two in 2010 and he has not been in the 

hospital since. He currently lives and works in the community with minimal staff contact (just 

brief medication monitoring assistance). 
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In addition to the Therapeutic Services and Supported Residential Services, Prairie Harvest 

Mental Health provides: 

• Representative Payee (63 consumers) (No State funds) 

• Life Skills/Job Development (40 consumers) (No State funds) 

Also included in Exhibit A are the costs associated with institutional care, transitional housing 

and crisis care, as well as the Supportive Services and Therapeutic Services provided by 

Prairie Harvest Mental Health.  

 

Working with consumers on a daily basis has given us insight of their on-going needs. 

 

During the COVID pandemic Prairie Harvest Mental Health has worked tirelessly to keep the 

consumers safe and healthy. We implemented policies related to PPE and other precautions 

immediately. Mask mandates and limited visits from others was required. As a result, we only 

had two positive individuals with no symptoms and one who was hospitalized and later 

recovered. Our staff implemented programs and services over Zoom to help keep consumers 

busy and connected as they work on their recovery journey. Staff helped keep them 

connected to family and friends using Zoom and Facetime and established telehealth 

procedures. As this document is being written Prairie Harvest Mental Health consumers and 

staff have received vaccines. Prairie Harvest Mental Health services are vital to continued 

success in living in a least restrictive yet supportive environment. 

 

The following is a summary of the recommendation of the Department of Human Services 

Behavioral Health Department as well as the House Appropriations Human Resource 

Committee. 
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In the chart prepared by the Behavioral Health Department and approved by the Human 

Resources Legislative Appropriations Committee you will note that the Prairie Harvest Mental 

Health budget reduction is $1,061,100 and an ending contract available for the provider of 

$1,644, 260. This reduction was made in response to the approval of the 1915(i) Amendment 

to the State Medicaid Plan. Note that the 1915(i) does not support Therapeutic Services. 
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Following the actions taken in the House further analysis allowed Prairie Harvest Mental 

Health Management to conclude the following: 

(1) In the 2019/2021 budget our services are categorized as 

a. $1,357,200 Supported Residential  

and 

b. $1,395,336 Therapeutic Services 

                $2,752,536 Total Provider Contract 

When the Behavioral Health Department calculated the Prairie Harvest Mental Health budget 

reduction, they used the full $2,752,536. 

 

To properly calculate that budget reduction, they should have used the Supported Residential 

Services portion amount of $1,357,200. Therapeutic Services of $1,395,336 are not funded 

by 1915(i). 

 

In this case the budget reduction to Prairie Harvest Mental Health contracted services would 

be $339,250 (if using 50%) and the total available in the provider contract would be 

$2,413,286 for 2021/2023. 

 

(2) When the 1915(i) Amendments were considered Prairie Harvest Mental Health was 

grouped in with Housing First Providers (LaGrave, Cooper House, etc.). 

 

The Prairie Harvest Mental Health services greatly differ in that we operate under the 

SAMHSA Permanent Supportive Housing Model as well as our array of services available 

under the Supported Residential Program.  
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Because we believe our forecasted contract was calculated using incorrect data, I am 

requesting that if providers are not fully restored that the Prairie Harvest Mental Health 

calculation is re-visited and corrected.  

 

Prairie Harvest Mental Health is committed to developing the systems necessary to 

implement 1915(i) and are currently in the application stage as well as attending the on-line 

trainings as they become available. We are also utilizing technical assistance from the 

1915(i) team at the State. 

Prairie Harvest Mental Health has a stable supportive Board of Directors and staff. We 

advocate for individuals living in the least restrictive housing of their choice. 

 

Following are letters of support from family members, consumers, and professionals. 

 

In closing, I am not only the Chief Executive Officer of Prairie Harvest Mental Health, I am 

also a daughter, sister and mom to people with behavioral health concerns. My late Mom 

struggled her entire life with schizoaffective disorder and chronic anxiety. Because services 

such as those provided by Prairie Harvest Mental Health were not available to help, my Mom 

lived in a nursing home for 12 years beginning when she was 69 years old. I am asking you 

to help us remain a source of support for those who have long been underserved or 

overlooked. My true calling is advocacy. The end goal for this advocacy effort is that those we 

currently serve continue to learn, grow, and recover and that the services are uninterrupted.  
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Exhibit A 
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Exhibit B 
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