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Chairman Burckhard, Members of the Senate Political Subdivisions Committee:  

My name is Keith Hunke and I am the City Administrator for the City of Bismarck. 

I am providing written testimony on behalf of the City of Bismarck in support of House Bill 1419. 

Over the course of the last several years, the City of Bismarck has been evaluating various 

funding options for city infrastructure including the replacement of special assessments which 

are currently used to pay for street maintenance projects.  

In November of 2016, the Infrastructure Task Force was created and had a goal of developing 

sustainable, long term financial plans for street, water and sewer projects to meet the needs of 

our community.  

In April of 2017, the Special Assessment Task Force was created and took a deep dive into the 

special assessment process used to fund street, water and sewer projects.  

In October of 2017, the Infrastructure and Special Assessment Task Forces were combined. Task 

force members included representatives from the business community, apartment owners, 

builders, realtors, manufactured home parks, homeowners and renters.  

In 2018, the combined Bismarck Infrastructure Task Force and Special Assessment Task Force 

presented a recommendation to pursue the development of a street utility fee. Unfortunately, 

it came to light that the North Dakota Century Code did not provide the City the authority to 

levy and collect a street utility fee for payment of street maintenance projects.  

In January of 2019, House Bill 1474, which was sponsored by several of our local legislators, was 

introduced in the state legislature. This bill would have provided the City of Bismarck the 

authority to levy and collect a fee for payment of street maintenance projects. The result of this 

legislation was the creation of a study that was assigned to the 2019-2020 Interim Taxation 

committee.  

Starting in July of 2019, the Interim Taxation Committee initiated its review of House Bill 1474 

for study purposes and solicited comments from city representatives on the language in the bill 

over the course of several months. It was determined that the committee's preference was for 

individual legislators to introduce legislation on this topic in the future. The committee 



concluded its study of special assessment revenue replacement options at its January 29, 2020 

meeting.  

In April of 2020, the City of Bismarck issued a request for proposals for Street Utility Fee 

Consultant Services. Our selected consultant AE2S Nexus has worked with city staff members 

from Engineering, Finance, Community Development, Public Works and Administration over the 

course of several months developing a framework and strategies to replace the street 

maintenance special assessment revenue received from residential and commercial properties 

with an alternative funding source such as a street utility fee.  

The Bismarck City Commission received the Street Utility Framework Report at its January 12, 

2021 meeting. The report provided a comprehensive analysis of various methods the City of 

Bismarck could use to design a street utility fee. (link to report - link )  Brent Bogar, Senior 

Consultant with AE2S Nexus is on-line this morning if there are any technical questions 

regarding the Street Utility Framework Report.  

So here we are today, over four years into our journey of evaluating alternative funding options 

for special assessments. We feel the Street Utility Framework report will be most valuable to 

kick-start the re-engagement of our task force members and future conversations with the 

Bismarck community at-large. However, before that can happen we need enabling legislation 

such as HB 1419. 

The changes to North Dakota Century Code defined in HB 1419 would provide the City of 
Bismarck the authority to levy and collect a fee for payment of street maintenance projects. 
The City of Bismarck is at the ready to take the next steps to fine tune its Street Utility 
framework with robust engagement of our community stakeholders. 

On behalf of the City of Bismarck, I urge you to give HB 1419 a DO PASS recommendation. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of House Bill 1419. I am happy 

to stand for any questions the Committee may have. 

Keith J. Hunke, City Administrator 
City of Bismarck 
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https://www.bismarcknd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/36982/Street-Utility-Fee-Framework-Report?bidId=

