
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SB 2157 – ND Library Coordinating Council 
Hearing scheduled:  January 22, 2021 | 9:00 am  

Senate Political Subdivisions Committee, Sen. Burckhard, Chair 

 

Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee. For the record, my name is Erin Oban, senator here in Bismarck’s District 

35. Thank you for the opportunity to be with you to introduce SB 2157, a bill I’m sponsoring at the request of the State 

Library. Our state librarian, Mary Soucie, is here with me today to provide any additional context or answer specific 

questions on the “why” or innerworkings of the Library Coordinating Council, but, generally speaking, they’re running 

into challenges finding individuals who meet the specific requirements prescribed in law to serve.  

Currently, the Library Coordinating Council consists of 11 members. The minor tweaks in the bill do not change the total 

number; just change some of those requirements for membership. I’ve outlined the changes in the table below: 

Current make-up:  11 members Make-up under SB 2157:  11 members 

1 - President of Library Association (or designee) 1 - President of Library Association (or designee) 

1 – State Librarian 1 – State Librarian 

1 representing special libraries* 0 

1 representing public higher ed institution  

1 representing private higher ed institution  

1 representing school libraries Same -  no change 

2 representing public libraries Same – no change 

1 representing disabled, economically disadvantaged, and 

minority populations 

Same – no change 

2 citizens at large Same – no change 

 2 representing libraries, at large 

 
*The definition of a special library is any library that is not a public, school, academic or national library. In ND, special libraries are medical, law, 

corrections, military or state agency libraries. State agency includes the North Dakota State Archives, the State Library and the Supreme Court Law 

Library (which is a law library of course and would fit in that category.) The other library that is considered a special library and doesn’t quite fit in 

those categories is the Anne Carlsen Learning Center in Jamestown. 

1 representing public/private higher ed institutions 
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If you’re interested in reviewing the power and duties of the Library Coordinating Council, they are outlined in Century 

Code Chapter 54-24.4. I’m also providing, just as an FYI, the Council’s current membership as listed on the Governor’s 

official website for Boards and Commissions.  

 

 

 

Mr. Chairman, that concludes my testimony. I would stand for any questions, and, if none, request a Do Pass on SB 2157. 

https://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t54c24-4.pdf
https://www.governor.nd.gov/boards/BoardDetails.aspx?boardid=62

