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2.2 EQUIVALENT ANIMAL NUMBERS

An “animal unit equivalent” is a unitless number developed from the nutrient and volume
characteristics of manure for a specific livestock type. The term “animal units” is used to
normalize the number of animals (e.g., head) for each specific livestock type which produce
comparable bulk quantities of manure. The animal unit equivalents for types of livestock and
the numbers of livestock for facility size thresholds of 300 animal units (a.u.), and so forth, are

listed in the following table.

Equivalent Numbers of the Livestock (hd)
for Four Sizes (a.u.) of Animal Feeding Operations
Animal Unit
Livestock Type Equivalent 300 a.u. 1,000 a.u. 2,000 a.u. 5,000 a.u.
1 horse 2.0 150 hd 500 hd 1,000 hd 2,500 hd
1.1 dairy cow 1.33 225 750 1,500 3,750
. h\ature beef 1.0 - 300 1,000 2,000 5,000
| beef feeder - 1.0 300 1,000 2,000 5,000
finishing
1 beef feeder - 0.75 400 1,333 2,667 6,667
backgrounding
I mature bison 1.0 300 1,000 2,000 5,000
1 bison feeder 1.0 300 1,000 2,000 5,000
1 swine, > 55 lbs 04 750 2,500 5,000 12,500
1 goose or duck 0.2 1,500 5,000 10,000 25,000
1 sheep 0.1 3,000 10,000 20,000 50,000
1 swine, nursery 0.1 3,000 10,000 20,000 50,000
1 turkey 0.0182 16,500 55,000 110,000 275,000
" hicken 0.01 30,000 100,000 | 200,000 | 500,000
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