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Presentations 
… Made and 
Scheduled

• Water Topics ….  Feb. 2022

• Water Topics …  April, 2022

• Water Topics …. June, 2022

• Water Topics …. Sept 2022

• NDSWC …… April, 2022

• Garrison Diversion …. April, 2022 

• Water Topics … June, 2022

• NDWU ….. July 2022

• ND State Fair Water Day … July, 
2022

• Burleigh County WRD …. May, 
2022

• League of Cities .. Pending

• Association of Counties …  Oct 
2022

• Williston Rotary … Dec 2022

• Southwest Water Authority .. June 
2022

• ND State Water Resources … July 
2022

• Bismarck Am Vets Club …. July, 
2022

• Sheyenne River Exec Board … April, 
2022

• Devils Lake Joint Board …. Pending

• Red River Joint Board … Pending

• Upper Missouri Association .. Oct. 
2022

• Souris River Joint Board … Pending

• Williston Lions …. Dec 2022

• NDSPE …..  Pending March 22

• Red River Commission …. Pending



• .



What We Learned.

Significant Interest in the 
Missouri River.

•Large event attendee list

•Good cross-sectional representation

•Follow up news coverage



What We Learned.

Appreciation and Acknowledgement of 
the Resource. 

• notations of ‘good quality, abundant supply, 
affordable to treat …. ‘



What We Learned.

Apathy and Lack of Political Clout.

•Low population equals low federal 
congressional clout

•General public needs more education of 
resource value 



What We Learned.

Greater Use Possibilities.

•Irrigation development.

•Attract high water use industry.

•Encourage more recreation and tourism.   



What We Learned.

Burdensome Regulatory Issues:
Costly, time consuming and consuming permit process 
(access)

WOTUS, ESA, NEPA

Upstream interests are secondary to downstream 
interests. 



What We Learned.

• Downstream and out of basin interest in the 
water

• Continued threat of lawsuits

• Competition for power

• Possible River Compact  

Threat of Depletion of the 
River. 



What We Learned.

ANS and Environmental Concerns.

• Zebra Mussel threat to infrastructure

• Delta Formation

• Drought effects on system   



Our Goals For 
2023 …

• Continued Targeted Presentations:
• State Water Resources Convention
• State Engineers Convention
• ACEC
• Annual State Water Convention
• Upper Missouri Association Convention
• Association of Counties Annual Meeting
• League of Cities Annual Meeting
• Garrison Diversion Semi Annual Water 

Conference
• State Fair
• Possibly …. Eastern ND Stakeholder Mtg 



Our Goals For 
2023 …

• Continued Water Magazine articles:

• Colorado River in Crisis v Missouri River
• Irrigation in the State; Value added
• Sediment in the System
• Focus on MRI Benefits

• Larger Program Exposure:
• Other State Magazines
• Talk Radio
• Non-water groups



Our Financial 
Outlook 
Beyond 2023 …

• Budget in Process, but:
• Expect order of magnitude budget of $120K per 

year
• Expect continued State Sharing, indicated at 50%
• May be GDU funding available 
• Balance, up to 50%, would be about $60K and a 

local issue

• Local Funding:
• Currently the local funds are provided by  the 

member joint board members
• Challenge will be to raise up to $60K with 

limited board membership
• SWA has been a good local contributor.  



Important 
Funding Note 
…

• State Funding, if received:
• Not an Earmark

• Part of normal DWR discretionary funds

• Local Funding:
• If Joint Board cannot match the State, then 

program will be cut back

• Will likely keep only the following:
• Monthly Water Articles on the River

• Limited Public Presentations and Panel participations

• Defer on Eastern ND Stakeholder Meeting    



Colorado River Basin Study, USBR: 600,000 

acre feet yr (minimum) from the Missouri



Kansas Aqueduct Study, USCOE: 4,000,000 

acre feet yr (minimum) from the Missouri
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