March 08, 2023

I[\;g::gg\ House Appropriations Committee
Education and Environment Div.
EAGUE _9[ Rep. Nathe, Chairman
ITIES

SB 2020

Good morning, Chairman Nathe and members of the Committee. For the record, Matt
Gardner, Executive Director, North Dakota League of Cities.

I am here in support of SB 2020, the appropriations bill for the Department of Water Resources.
| will direct my following testimony to the request for municipal water project funding which is
included in the water supply bucket.

The 2023-2025 State Water Plan lists 91 cities for 139 projects for a total of $211.9 million for
potential State Water Commission funding. This is up from 94 projects submitted by 59 cities in
the 2021- 2023 Plan for $92.9 million and 89 projects in 64 cities in 2019-21. These projects
mostly consist of water main replacements and upgrades with some water storage and water
treatment plant projects. As has been done in the past, | reached out directly to these cities or
spoke to their engineer on the likelihood that these projects would move forward during the
23-25 biennium. | was able to have conversation on over 90% of the projects listed in the Plan.

After these conversations, | estimate that 45 projects for $118 million (see attachment) can
move forward in the 23-25 biennium. This doesn’t mean that the other projects are not needed
but, rather there are other factors limiting their ability to complete the project next biennium.
The Senate appropriated $68 million for municipal water infrastructure in SB 2020. Although
this is short of the $118 million, this still goes a long way towards upgrading the municipal
infrastructure in the state.

Judging by the steady increase in projects on the Plan, it is clear there are increasing needs for
municipal water supply infrastructure. The Resources Trust Fund is a true asset to North Dakota
in providing the needed water related infrastructure. Thank you for your time and
consideration and | will stand for any questions.
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