Testimony for HB1163
Rep. David Monson
District 19

Good morning Chairman Heinert and members of the House Education Committee. For the
record | am Rep. David Monson from District 19 in far northeastern ND. | apologize to your clerk
for missing the deadline of 8:00 to submit written testimony. | had it complete and was ready
to push the button when someone came by my desk to talk to me. | pushed the button at 8:00
but it was too late, so you get a paper copy now.

| put this bill in for one of my constituents, a guidance counselor from Park River High School.
He suggested this idea to me two years ago, but it was too late to get it in the stream at that
time. When | was talking to him earlier this fall he suggested we try it again, so this is the first
version. Since that time, he has suggested a cleaner version that you may consider. We are
open to amending this bill if you deem it wise or necessary. | have attached his email and ideas
on a revision. In any case it is time to have a good discussion on this idea. With the shortage of
workers in ND, especially in areas of CTE concentration, it would be wise to keep our students
following a CTE path through high school and into our colleges, universities, and the workforce.
I’'m not sure if Kevin is online or not. If he is it would be good to hear directly from him. I really
respect Kevin as a veteran guidance counselor who worked for me in one of my schools many
years ago.

I would be happy to answer any questions you may have. Thank you for your time and
consideration of this idea.
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CTE Pathway Option for a Standard High School Diploma

Beginning in the year , a student may earn a standard high school diploma through the Career and
Technical Education pathway option.

To earn a standard high school diploma through this pathway option, a student must:

e Successfully complete a minimum of 21 credits
e Have a minimum, cumulative GPA of at least 1.666 (C-) on a 4.0 Scale
e Meet the requirements of
o 3 credits of English (9-10-11)
o 3 credits of Math (Business/Consumer or Applied Math, General Math, Alg 1,
Geometry or other math listed in ND High school course codes
2 credits of Social Science (US History and POD/American Gov’t)
2 credits of Science
2 credits within a CTE Coordinated Plan of Study
1 credit in CTE Work Based Learning (School to Work/Cooperative Work Experience)
3 other credits within CTE
= 1 credit of Fine Arts, Foreign Language, Native American Language may
substitute
1 credit of Phy-Ed or .5 credits of Phy-Ed and .5 credits of Health
o 4 credits of any other elective.
= Note: 1 creditcan be earned for gaining an industry certification from one
a CTE program/course
o *Earn at least a 5 on all three components of the Work Keys Test or a 22 composite
on the ACT test.
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If the student fails to meet any of the above qualifications, he/she may still gain either the Standard or
Alternate North Dakota High School diploma in accordance to those guidelines.



